
Therefore if there is any encouragement 
 in Christ, if there is any consolation of love,  

if there is any fellowship of the Spirit,  
if any affection and compassion, 

make my joy complete by being of  
the same mind, maintaining the same love,  

united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit,  

but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves;  

do not merely look out for your own  
personal interests, but also for the interests  

of others.      Philippians 2:1-4 (NAS)
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Iris is a student from East Asia who came to Texas about three 
years ago. During a “Party for the Nations,” she met Beca 
and the two quickly became friends. Beca began sharing the 
Gospel with Iris. After a few months and with help from some 
other friends, Iris chose to follow Christ. Beca has continued to 
disciple Iris and through that friendship and discipleship, Iris is 
learning how to share her faith with others.
During 2016, approximately 2,000 international students in 
Texas were touched by the Gospel of Christ. There were almost 
500 professions of faith. Funds received from this year’s offering 
will be used for Bibles, discipleship materials, and activity 
expenses related to the ministry. 
Pray for international students who come to study in our state.  
Many come from countries where missionaries are not allowed.  
Ask God to use relationships to build a bridge to share the good 
news.  
“Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others,” Paul writes in Philippians 2:4. 

Think of the people you know who have different interests  
than you or come to Texas from different countries. 

Pray that you will find a way to use your skills 
and abilities to share Christ with them.

DIFFERENT APPROACHES . . . 
INTENT ON 1 PURPOSE

The diverse population of Texas requires different missions 
approaches.  Language, culture, socio-economic backgrounds, 
and more factor into the way we do missions.   No matter the 
differences in the “what” and “how”, each ministry is INTENT 
ON 1 PURPOSE.  
You have prayed for a variety of ministries and people in our 
state.  Now, what is God asking of you?  Texas missions is more 
than a one-time-a-year emphasis.  It is not just for the few.   
It is something every Texas Baptist can be engaged in 24/7, 365 
days a year.  To keep the experience going, download the WMU 
of Texas app. Use it as a tool to help you live as a missionary 
Intent on 1 Purpose in the Lone Star State.  

important than yourselves.” Put yourself in Martha’s shoes. 
How wonderful would it be to know that there are people 
who welcome you in and treat you as more important than 
themselves? Now pray for the “Martha’s” and their children who 
come to the Hospitality House that they will find hope, love, and 
strength for the days to come. 

Pray that you will regard others  
as more important than yourself.  

Pray that God will show you one specific way 
 you can volunteer in a ministry that is  

“to the least of these.”

TELL MINISTRIES 
Lots of people do very good things to help others. What sets 
followers of Christ apart? The sharing of God’s story to give us 
new life through His Son as we put our faith in Him and give 
people the opportunity to receive Him. These ministries enable 
Texas Baptists to be witnesses.
Sports and recreation are an ingrained part of American life. 
How many reading this played sports themselves or have 
watched their own children or grandchildren play sports? 
The Great Commission Team has initiated an innovative way to 
use sports to reach Texas for Christ. 
REACH 3 is an evangelistic basketball tournament that presents 
Christ to over 500 athletes ranging from elementary to high 
school, and their families. The blessings of the tournament 
continue even days after the tournament is over. Through 
relationships birthed out of REACH 3, several families who 
did not have a church home linked up with members of the 
participating churches they met during the tournament and 
attended church with them the next Sunday.
Pray for these who were reached for Christ through their interest 
in sports. Pray that they will read the Bible they were given and 
that they will be discipled by members of the churches.

LOVE THE LEAST OF THESE 
In Matthew 25 Jesus spoke of those who are often overlooked 
or shunned in society. Yet He tells His disciples that when they 
care for “the least of these” in tangible ways, they serve Him. 
These next ministries seek to serve those who can be forgotten 
or overlooked.
At SPECIAL FRIENDS RETREATS Bible studies, songs, and a 
talent show are all ways that volunteers are stepping into the 
world of those with special needs to help them have a closer 
relationship with and enrich their desire to know God. Parents 
have a special time together in a support group setting where 
they can share their thoughts with others dealing with similar 
situations. 
The campers love having this special time where they are the 
center of everything as you can tell by this thank you note: 
“Dear Dr. Diane, I am sure glad you are the Special Education 
Consultant, Discipleship Center of Texas Baptists. I hope you 
stay…for a long, long, [18 more longs] time because of our 
retreat. I truly had fun at our retreat. Let’s do it again next week!”

Gives thanks for the generosity of Texas Baptists which makes 
these retreats possible.  Pray for families with special needs 
children and consider how your church can minister to them.  
Wives like Martha are helped through community justice 
ministries.   She struggles to make ends meet for her family, 
working three jobs, since her husband has been incarcerated 
for the last 11 years. She is so thankful for the HOSPITALITY 
HOUSE in Hunstville. She shares, “I could not come and visit 
my husband if it weren’t for the Hospitality House providing 
shelter and food. Just being here gives me hope that things 
will get better.” She loves to share with other families staying 
at the house how God provides and sustains her through life’s 
challenges and how God’s faithfulness has kept her going.
Philippians 2:3 says “Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
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SERVE MINISTRIES
These ministries live out 1 John 3:18, “Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth.” Caring 
for the whole person is a demonstration of the Gospel and often 
opens the door for more effective sharing of the Gospel.
River Ministry missionary, OSVALDO LERMA, helped coordinate 
a mobile eye clinic to treat low-income families. This team 
made 360 consultations over their three days of service to 
children K-12 and gave away 220 pairs of glasses. One boy was 
so grateful for his glasses and wanted to thank the doctors for 
helping him see clearly. He came back to the clinic and handed 
each of the doctors that treated him a piece of candy—all he 
had. River Ministry missionaries use opportunities like this 
clinic to reach out to communities, break down barriers, and 
start conversations. This little boy will always remember getting 
the glasses he needed to see and may one day see the truth 
of Jesus Christ like 24 others who made professions of faith 
during this three-day clinic.
A GO NOW Baptist Student Ministry missionary shares this 
about his missions experience in Seattle, Washington. “We had 
the opportunity to work in a food bank that the church operates. 
I have seen God working in many of the lives of the people that 
come for sustenance. Particularly, I have seen his hand in the 
life of a woman named *Nikki. She has recently decided to try to 
understand who Jesus is. She was once someone who believed 
there were many ways to heaven, but has since come to know 
the truth. She attends every week and craves something more 
than food; she seeks to better understand who God is and how 
she relates to Him. I have been greatly encouraged and can only 
pray to have the fervor and curiosity Nikki possesses.”  
*Name changed.
Philippians 2:1-2 in The Message tells us, “If you’ve gotten 
anything at all out of following Christ, if His love has made any 
difference in your life…love each other.” Brennan Manning’s 

words add another insight: “The litmus test of our love for God is 
our love of neighbor.”

Texas missionaries who serve through RIVER MINISTRY and 
GO NOW Missions have passed that litmus test by loving and 
serving their neighbors. Pray for them that they will find other 
unique opportunities of service.

Can you pass the litmus test of your love for Christ?  
Are you willing to find unique opportunities to love  

and serve your neighbor? Pray for a loving and serving heart.  
Find ways to put you love into action.

ADVANCE MISSIONS EQUIPPING
“Everything rises and falls on leadership,” John Maxwell writes. 
Jesus thought leadership was so important that he invested 
three years in those who would continue leading the early 
church to fulfill the Great Commission. Today, leadership is just 
as important. 
Take LUIS GUEVERA, for example. Luis had started a family and 
was working at a fast food restaurant. He attended the Hispanic 
Leadership Conference, In His Hands. Because of what he 
learned at that conference, he decided to go back to school to 
pursue a college education. He is now the youth leader at his 
church and has taken that ministry to a new level of impact 
and transformation. Luis is contemplating full-time vocational 
ministry because the Mary Hill Davis Offering supplied the 
funds for the Hispanic Leadership Conference. Pray for Luis that 
he will be the leader Christ wants him to be.
D.L. Moody says, “Every great movement of God can be traced to 
a kneeling figure.” Are you willing to get on your knees and pray 
for a great movement of God in Texas?  Pray for ministries that 
advance missions equipping so that more leaders like Luis will 
emerge and serve well in our state.  

Think of what you can do to help  
someone be trained as a leader.

In his letter to the Philippian church, Paul encouraged his “partners in the gospel” to be 
TOGETHER … INTENT ON 1 PURPOSE.  

Because of Christ’s work in their lives, Paul tells the church to “make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose”  (Philippians 2:2).

The long-time leader of WMU of Texas, Mary Hill Davis, may have read that passage before  
she penned these words in 1908:

Let us remember that the strength of unity is indisputable.   
Few things do more to retard the onward progress of a movement than a lack of concrete,  

intelligent cooperation.  Let us not delay the work by procrastination.  Grasp your possibilities.   
It is ours to make this possibility a reality.

The “what” and “how” of Texas missions has certainly changed over the years,  
but the “why” remains firm.  We believe that Christ followers are to reach beyond the needs of their congregations to 

witness and minister to fulfill the Great Commission.   

The Mary Hill Davis Offering® is designed to advance Texas Baptist missions 
efforts to help people come to know Christ. The goal of the offering is to strengthen and 

support Texas Baptist missions opportunities by making possible new missions ventures and  
sustaining them until they can be appropriately assimilated into other financial channels.

Take a moment and consider what these words mean to you, to your church.  
Missions is what believers do to reach beyond the needs of their congregations to witness and 

minister for the purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission.  

Approximately 45% of our state’s population does not have a connection to any faith group.   
We must get to the point where believers begin to look at themselves as missionaries to our state.  

From 1910 to 2017, the Mary Hill Davis Offering (MHDO) has provided funding to advance the missionary efforts of 
Texas Baptists to help people come to know Christ. 

In his hymn, “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” Fred Filmore wrote a line that reads: 
 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and ever prays for me.” If Jesus is praying for us, how can we not pray for the people 

reached through ministries funded by the Mary Hill Davis Offering?  
Money is needed for these ministries, but prayer is what keeps them going. 

The Week of Prayer for Texas Missions provides a time for Texas Baptists TOGETHER to see the mission field around us 
and ask God’s blessing on missions efforts that exist from north to south, east to west.  


