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 When you go to a doctor, he or she 

looks at many things to see what is making 

you sick. Do you have a fever? Where is your 

pain exactly? How long have you been 

hurting? What have you been eating? They 

look at your ears, nose, throat, even your eyes. 

Doctors focus on details. 

 Luke was a medical doctor in the first 

century. He focused on details to help his 

patients get well. But “Dr. Luke” was also a 

writer. He wrote the Gospel of Luke and the 

Book of Acts. In both these books, he was 

very careful to get all the details right. In his 

first book, he wrote: “I have looked with care 

into these things from the beginning. I have 

decided it would be good to write them to you 

one after the other the way they happened. 

Then you can be sure you know the truth 

about the things you have been taught” (Luke 

1:3-4). Truth was important to Luke.  

 God’s truth about His Son, Jesus Christ, 

was the reason for Luke’s writings. Luke  

wanted his readers to know the truth about the 

amazing grace that God gave them through 

Jesus Christ. Then, he wanted to carefully 

explain how God was growing His church in 

the first century. God’s amazing grace led to 
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About the Writers 
 

Janet Roberts wrote Lessons 1-4. She has  
taught ESL since 1976 and trains teachers in  
Plano, Texas. She has four children, two 
granddaughters, and one grandson. She attends 
Hunters Glen Baptist Church in Plano where she 
is the Director of the ESL Ministry. 
 

Mark Ernst wrote Lesson 7. He pastored 
churches in Pennsylvania and Illinois, and has 
been researching, writing, and teaching Bible 
studies for 35 years. He and his wife, Lee, are 
members of Hunters Glen Baptist Church in 
Plano and have a son and daughter-in-law. 
 

Jennifer Carson wrote Lessons 5-6, 8-13. She 
and her husband, Mark, and their six children 
attend First Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas. 
Jennifer is a homeschool mom for two of her 
children and a former English teacher.  

amazing growth of the church! 

 This study has 13 lessons that take you 

through the birth and growth of the early 

church. Acts is not like any other book in the 

New Testament. Get ready for great stories 

from bold witnesses! Be ready to think about 

the mission of your own church and your own 

life. The Book of Acts challenges us to take 

God’s amazing grace to our world today. 

Amazing growth is still possible! 

The Book of Acts: Amazing Grace Leads to Amazing Growth 
Introduction 



Lesson 1 Mission Instructions Acts 1:1-14 

Lesson 2 The Promised Holy Spirit Comes Acts 2:1-16, 22-24, 36-41 

Lesson 3 A Cure and a Call to Be Sorry Acts 3:1-20 

Lesson 4 A Courageous Witness Acts 4:5-31 

Lesson 5 Suffering Makes the Gospel Spread Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-56; 8:1-8 

Lesson 6 The Gospel Brings an Amazing Change Acts 9:1-22, 26-31 

Lesson 7 Giving Grace — Growing Church Acts 11:1-26 

Lesson 8 Acting on God’s Words Acts 13:1-6a, 13-15, 42-52 

Lesson 9 God’s Loving-Favor or Religious Rules Acts 15:1-12, 22-29 

Lesson 10 God’s Powerful Message Acts 16:11-34 

Lesson 11 Different Ways to Tell God’s Message Acts 17:10-12, 16-34 

Lesson 12 God’s Message Connects People 
Acts 20:1-17, 17-21, 28-32, 

36-38 

Lesson 13 Nothing Stops God’s Message Acts 23:11; 25:12; 28:16-31 
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The Book of Acts: Amazing Grace Leads to Amazing Growth 
Lesson Overview 
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The Book of Acts: Amazing Grace Leads to Amazing Growth 
Word List 

Lesson 1 
amazing: causing great surprise or wonder 
instructions: teachings that tell how to do 
something; an order or command 
mission: an important job that people are 
given to do 
witnessing: telling what you have seen and 
heard; telling about the Good News of Jesus 
  
Lesson 2 
alcoholic: a person who often drinks too 
much alcohol and is unable to live a healthy 
life 
eternity: the time after death, forever spent 
either in heaven or hell 
symbol: a word that stands for a different 
idea; one thing that means something else 
 
Lesson 3 
lame: not able to walk 
physical: about the body (not the mind or the 
spirit of a person) 
temple: the main house of God in Jerusalem 
where Jewish people worshipped 
 
Lesson 4 
arrested: taken by law and kept in a jail or 
prison 
courageous: to have strength of heart; to be 
very brave  
 

miracle: a powerful work only God can do 
popular: liked by many people 
 
Lesson 5 
endure: to experience pain or suffering for a 
long period of time 
scattered: placed far apart 
suffering: feelings of pain cause by injury, 
loss, or illness 
 
Lesson 6 
approved: to believe that someone is good or 
acceptable 
embraced: willingly accepted  
furthest: the greatest distance in space or 
time 
imitate: to do the same thing as someone else 
passion: a strong feeling about something 
 
Lesson 7 
amazing: causing great surprise, wonder, or 
awe 
Gentile: a person who is not a Jew 
grace: God's undeserved favor; His loving-
kindness that sinful people are not worthy of 
prejudice: dislike for a person or group 
because of race, religion, sex, etc. 
vision: something seen while in a trance (a 
sleep-like state). It comes from God. God uses 
it to teach something new.  
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The Book of Acts: Amazing Grace Leads to Amazing Growth 
Word List 

 
Lesson 8 
bold: lacking fear in a dangerous situation 
humble: not proud or thinking of yourself as 
better than others 
instructions: statement that describes how to 
do something 
message: an important idea  
opportunity: a chance to do something 
phrase: a group of words that express an idea 
sincere: honest, real and true; not fake or 
false 
  
Lesson 9 
criticized: to disapprove someone’s actions 
or behavior 
makeup: beauty products for a woman’s face 
resurrection: to come alive again after dying 
salvation: being saved from the punishment 
of sin 
 
Lesson 10 
common: done by many people 
escaped: got away from danger 
guard: one who watches or protects 
something 
mocked: made fun of 
persecution: suffering or mistreatment for 
what one believes 
rejected: refused to believe or accept 
 

 
Lesson 11 
argue: to give reasons for or against 
something  
difficult: not easy to do 
foolish: showing a lack of wisdom 
responsibility: a job or task that you must do 
 
Lesson 12 
admire: to respect or approve of someone; to 
watch with enjoyment 
connected: joined or linked together 
relationships: the way in which people are 
connected to each other 
siblings: brothers and sisters 
spouses: husbands and wives 
  
Lesson 13 
citizen: a person who belongs to a country 
and has the rights and protections of that 
country 
destroyed: made to no longer exist 
force: strength, power or effect 
guarded: watched someone in order to keep 
them from getting free or escaping 
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The Book of Acts: Amazing Grace Leads to Amazing Growth 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 
“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes into your life. You will tell about 
Me in the city of Jerusalem and over all the 
countries of Judea and Samaria and to the 
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
  
Lesson 2 
“’This promise is to you and your children. It 
is to all people everywhere. It is to as many 
as the Lord our God will call.’” (Acts 2:39) 
  
Lesson 3 
“But you must be sorry for your sins and turn 
from them. You must turn to God and have 
your sins taken away. Then many times your 
soul will receive new strength from the 
Lord.” (Acts 3:19) 
 
Lesson 4 
“There is no way to be saved from the 
punishment of sin through anyone else. For 
there is no other name under heaven given to 
men by which we can be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 
  
Lesson 5 
“Those who had been made to go to other 
places preached the Word as they went.”  
(Acts 8:4) 
  
Lesson 6 
“For we must tell what we have seen and 
heard.” (Acts 4:20) 
 
 
 

Lesson 7 
“The Lord gave them power. Many people 
put their trust in the Lord and turned to Him.”   
(Acts 11:21) 
 
Lesson 8 
“...You are to preach so that men over all the 
earth can be saved from the punishment of 
their sins.” (Acts 13:47b) 
  
Lesson 9 
“We believe it is by the loving-favor of the 
Lord Jesus that we are saved.” (Acts 15:11a) 
  
Lesson 10 
“...Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you and your family will be saved from the 
punishment of sin.” (Acts 16:31) 
  
Lesson 11 
“...He tells all men everywhere to be sorry for 
their sins and to turn from them.”  
(Acts 17:30b) 
  
Lesson 12 
“My work is to preach the Good News of 
God’s loving-favor.” (Acts 20:24b) 
 
Lesson 13 
“He taught about the Lord Jesus Christ 
without fear. No one stopped him.  
(Acts 28:31b) 
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 Are you a witness for Jesus? In a 

courtroom, people who have seen a crime are 

asked to come and tell what they saw and 

what they heard. These people are called 

witnesses. Witnessing for Jesus is the same. 

You simply tell others what you know about 

Jesus. Tell them what you have seen Him do 

in your life. Tell people what Jesus means to 

you. Tell about all the great things He has 

done in your life. 

 There are some believers in Jesus who 

are afraid to talk about Him. Sometimes it 

helps if someone teaches how to witness to 

others. Our best witness is simply to tell our 

story, tell God’s story, and ask the other 

person if they want to trust in Jesus. Telling 

people the gospel is telling them the Good 

News story of Jesus. That is witnessing. It can 

also help us to understand how the Church 

began and how it grew.  

 

Watching Jesus (Acts 1:1-3) 

 Doctor Luke wrote the Book of Luke 

and the Book of Acts. He traveled with the 

missionary, Paul, who also wrote many books 

in the New Testament. Luke was Paul’s 

doctor. Luke wrote his books as a witness to 

Theophilus, a Greek man. But many people 

besides Theophilus would read Luke’s books 

and learn about Jesus. Luke wanted to 

carefully write the story of Jesus’ time on 

earth. He was writing about history, but we 

think of history as “His story.”   

 Luke told about why he wrote his first 

book (the Gospel of Luke) in Luke 1:1-4: 

 “Many people have written about the 

things that have happened among us. 

Those who saw everything from the first 

and helped teach the Good News have 

passed these things on to us. Dear 

Theophilus, I have looked with care into 

Bible Text 
Acts 1:1-14 

 
Memory Verse 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes into your life. You will tell about Me in the 
city of Jerusalem and over all the countries of 
Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 

Word List 
amazing: causing great surprise or wonder 
instructions: teachings that tell how to do 
something; an order or command 
mission: an important job that people are given 
to do 
witnessing: telling what you have seen and 
heard; telling about the Good News of Jesus 
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Luke wrote his books as a witness to Theophilus, a Greek man, and to all those who would read 

them. 

 

More importantly, he was a believer in Jesus who wanted to write His story (history).  
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these things from the beginning. I have 

decided it would be good to write them to 

you one after the other the way they 

happened. Then you can be sure you 

know the truth about the things you have 

been taught.”  

 Luke talked to people who had been 

with Jesus. He wrote about what they had seen 

and heard. Luke made very sure that 

everything he said was true. God helped him 

to write both books. He wrote the Gospel of 

Luke so all would know about the Good News 

of Jesus. He wrote the Book of Acts so that all 

would know what Jesus’ first followers said 

and did. The amazing grace of God caused 

amazing growth in the number of followers. 

 Luke wrote in the Gospel of Luke about 

what Jesus did and taught. This was a good 

example then and now. Jesus did things to 

help people, and then He taught a lesson from 

what He had done. When we witness about 

Jesus, we should do as He did. We should 

help people before we teach them. This shows 

the love of Jesus before we tell about the love 

of Jesus. 

 Jesus gave His followers instructions 

about what to do next in Luke 24:49: “See! I 

will send you what My Father promised. But 

you are to stay in Jerusalem until you have 

received power from above.” He told them 

about the mission that He had for them in 

Luke 24:47: “and that repentance for 

forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in 

His name to all the nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem.”   

 Luke told the Good News of Jesus by 

writing about how He died and came to life 

again. He wanted his readers to know that 

many people saw Jesus alive and teaching for 

40 days. Many were witnesses of this truth. 

 

Waiting for the Spirit’s Power (Acts 1:4-7) 

 Jesus repeated His instructions to His 

followers. He had told them earlier about the 

Holy Spirit coming. He reminded them that 

now was the time to wait in Jerusalem for 

what He had promised them.  

 When they followed Jesus’ instructions, 

the Holy Spirit would come to them. To help 

them understand what would happen, Jesus 

said it would be like when John baptized with 

water. They knew that John put people into 

the water to baptize them. In that same way, 

they would be put into the Holy Spirit. It was 

hard to understand. But it would be amazing! 

 Jesus’ followers did not seem to 

understand the real reason Jesus had come. He 

taught them so much about God and told them 

that He must die and rise from the dead. They 

saw all the miracles. He came to save them 

from their sins, but they thought He came to 

save Israel from Rome. They asked Him if 

this was the time.  

 Jesus’ answer told them that this would 

happen in the future. They did not need to 
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know when. For now, they needed to obey 

His instructions. He explained them again.  

 

Witnessing by the Spirit’s Power 

(Acts 1:8-14) 

 This time Jesus told them what would 

happen after the Holy Spirit came. He gave 

them their mission. These final instructions 

were His last words to His special followers. 

Last words are very important. They are 

words to remember. They are words to obey. 

 Jesus explained that after they had the 

power from the Holy Spirit, they would 

become witnesses about Him. They would 

start right where they were, in Jerusalem. 

Next, they would go to other countries that 

were close, Judea and Samaria. And lastly, 

they would go to places far away. This was 

their mission. These things did happen. That 

is why we know about Jesus and what He did 

for us.  

 Jesus’ followers obeyed His 

instructions. They went to Jerusalem and 

waited. Luke listed the 11 special followers, 

the women, and His mother and brothers. We 

will see in the next lessons how the Holy 

Spirit came. We will see that His followers 

witnessed to those around them and then went 

to other countries and to places unknown to 

them. The mission was well done. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Believers today have the same mission. 

Our mission is to share the gospel message 

with those closest to us (our Jerusalem). Then 

we tell our story and Jesus’ story to people we 

don’t know as well and who are a little 

different from us (our Judea and Samaria). 

Lastly, we tell the Good News in far away 

places where people are very different from us 

(our ends of the earth).  

 If we cannot go to the ends of the earth, 

we can help those who do go there. We can 

pray for them and give them the money they 

need to do God’s work in far away places. We 

become a part of the mission, obeying Jesus’ 

final instructions. 

 We do not do this alone. When we 

believe in Jesus and put our trust in Him, we 

receive the Holy Spirit. The Spirit gives us 

power to be a witness to those around us. 

 We also have the example of Jesus, who 

taught us to show His love and then tell about 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Were you afraid to witness before our lesson 
today? How do you feel about it now? 
 

2. What is the mission of all believers? 
 

3. Does the idea of first showing the love of Jesus 
and then telling about Jesus make witnessing easier 
for you? 
 

4. What has helped you to understand how to 
witness? Will you share this with others? 
 

5. Make a list of those closest to you who do not 
trust in Jesus. How will share with them this week? 
What is the first step? Tell us next week what 
happened when you witnessed to them. 

s Power 
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Luke listed the eleven special followers, the women



7 He said, “It is not for you to know the 

special days or the special times which the 

Father has put in His own power. 

8 “But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes into your life. You will tell about 

Me in the city of Jerusalem and over all the 

countries of Judea and Samaria and to the ends 

of the earth.” 

9 When Jesus had said this and while they were 

still looking at Him, He was taken up. A cloud 

carried Him away so they could not see Him. 

10 They were still looking up to heaven, 

watching Him go. All at once two men dressed 

in white stood beside them. 

11 They said, “You men of the country of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up into 

heaven? This same Jesus Who was taken from 

you into heaven will return in the same way 

you saw Him go up into heaven.” 

12 The followers went back to Jerusalem from 

the Mount of Olives, which is close to 

Jerusalem. 

13 When they came into the city, they went up 

to a room on the second floor where they 

stayed. The followers were Peter and John, 

James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Simon the Canaanite, and Judas the 

brother of James. 

14 These all agreed as they prayed together. 

The women and Mary the mother of Jesus and 

His brothers were there. 

Him. You can start being a witness by what 

you do. People will ask you why you are 

showing this kind of love. Then you can tell 

about the love of Jesus. You will be amazed 

at how God can use you. 

 If you do not know Jesus, ask one of 

His followers. They will be happy to share 

Him with you! 

____________________ 

 

Acts 1:1-14 

1 Dear Theophilus, in my first writings I 

wrote about all the things Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning 

2 until the day He went to heaven. He spoke 

to the missionaries through the Holy Spirit. 

He told those whom He had chosen what they 

should do. 

3 After He had suffered much and then died, 

He showed Himself alive in many sure ways 

for forty days. He told them many things 

about the holy nation of God. 

4 As they were gathered together with Him, 

He told them, “Do not leave Jerusalem. Wait 

for what the Father has promised. You heard 

Me speak of this. 

5 For John the Baptist baptized with water but 

in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

6 Those who were with Him asked, “Lord, is 

this the time for You to give the nation back 

to the Jews?” 
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 Have you ever had one amazing day 

that changed your life? Some people may say 

that their most amazing day was when they 

began a new career. Some may say it was the 

day they got married. For others, it was the 

day they believed in God and trusted in Jesus 

to be their personal Lord and Savior. That is 

the day that the Holy Spirit enters the life of 

believers, giving them power to be followers 

of Jesus. That is the amazing day that changes 

their life forever and for eternity. 

 My amazing day happened when I was 

seven years old. I lived in a home where my 

mother was a strong believer but my father 

was not a believer. My father loved alcohol. 

He drank a lot, and he usually got drunk on 

Friday and Saturday nights. He was an 

alcoholic. In my own home I saw the 

difference between living for Jesus and living 

without Him. I felt the need to make a choice. 

I chose to become a follower of Jesus.   

 My family, my church friends, and I 

prayed for my father for many years. When I 

was 13 years old, he made that important 

decision to become a follower of Jesus. That 

was an amazing day in his life. It was an 

amazing day in my life and in the life of my 

family. God healed him and he never drank 

alcohol again. The Holy Spirit gave him 

power to live in a healthy way.   

 Let’s look at the amazing day when the 

Holy Spirit first came into the lives of the 

followers of Jesus. 

 

When the Holy Spirit Came (Acts 2:1) 

 Pentecost is the name of a Jewish 

holiday that happens 50 days after another 

holiday. (Pentekostos means “50” in Greek.) 

Luke wrote about this very special event. It 

changed the life of Jesus’ followers forever. It 

was on this day that the promised Holy Spirit 

Bible Text 
Acts 2:1-16, 22-24, 36-41 

 
Memory Verse 

“’This promise is to you and your children. It is to 
all people everywhere. It is to as many as the 
Lord our God will call.’” (Acts 2:39) 
   

Word List 
alcoholic: a person who often drinks too much 
alcohol and is unable to live a healthy life 
eternity: the time after death, forever spent either 
in heaven or hell 
symbol: a word that stands for a different idea; 
one thing that means something else 
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happens 50 days after another holiday 
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first came into the lives of the followers of 

Jesus. The Holy Spirit did an amazing work 

that day.  

 Many people from other countries came 

to Jerusalem for this harvest festival (like 

Thanksgiving). They gave thanks to God for 

all the food from the fields. Jesus’ followers 

had listened to His instructions. They had 

stayed in Jerusalem. Soon they would give 

thanks to God for the Holy Spirit. On this 

special day the Holy Spirit came with wind 

and fire. 

 

What the Holy Spirit Did (Acts 2:2-11) 

 Wind is a special word in the Bible. The 

Hebrew word for wind is the same as the 

Hebrew word for breath. God made man and 

gave him life by giving him His breath 

(Genesis 2:7). Wind is a symbol for life. 

Jesus’ followers heard the sound of a powerful 

wind when the Holy Spirit brought a new kind 

of life to them. 

 Fire is also a special word in the Bible. 

John was Jesus’ cousin. John knew Jesus 

would send the Holy Spirit to baptize His 

followers in fire. John baptized Jesus in the 

Jordan River. At that time, John said to 

everyone there: “For sure, I baptize with water 

those who are sorry for their sins and turn 

from them. The One Who comes after me will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

He is greater than I. I am not good enough to 

take off His shoes” (Matthew 3:11). 

 Fire is a symbol of God being with  

them and now in them. God spoke to Moses 

from a bush that was on fire (Exodus 3:1-8). 

God was there with him. God showed the 

people of Israel that He was with them by 

using a pillar of fire at night (Exodus 13:21-

22). It is amazing to see how God used the 

sound of wind and the tongues of fire. They 

showed Jesus’ followers that the Holy Spirit 

brought life and power and was God in them. 

 Each follower was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. Even more amazing, each one began 

speaking in a real language that he or she did 

not know. There were many people there who 

spoke many different languages (Acts 2:9-11). 

God wanted them all to hear and understand 

what His followers were saying. Every person 

heard about Jesus in their own language. Try 

to think how that must have sounded! What an 

amazing surprise for everyone! 

 

Why the Holy Spirit Came  

(Acts 2:12-16, 22-24, 36-41) 

 This event was so strange and so 

amazing that some people started asking 

questions. They thought maybe Jesus’ 

followers were drunk. Peter, a special 

follower of Jesus, answered that they were not 

drunk since it was only 9:00 in the morning. 
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 Peter told them that Joel, an early 

preacher, had said this event would happen. 

Joel said: “In the last days I will send My 

Spirit on all men. Then your sons and 

daughters will speak God’s Word. Your old 

men will dream dreams. Your young men 

will see special dreams” (Joel 2:28). They all 

knew what Joel had said about the Spirit. 

 Then Peter continued to speak to 

everyone. He told them more about Jesus. 

Most of them had met Jesus. All of them had 

heard about Jesus and everything that had 

happened. Peter explained that Jesus died on 

the cross but did not stay dead. He told them 

that all of this was God’s plan. Death had no 

power over Jesus. Death will not have any 

power over those who follow Jesus. This is 

the Good News for all people.  

 The people heard him and wanted to 

know what they should do. Peter had an 

answer for them and for us today. He told 

them: “Be sorry for your sins and turn from 

them and be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ, and your sins will be forgiven. You 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 

2:38). Now they knew that they too could 

have the promised Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit comes to all those who believe. 

 Peter told them this promise of the gift 

of the Holy Spirit was for all people 

everywhere and their children. It starts with 

forgiveness. Jesus was no longer with them, 

but He had sent the Holy Spirit to be with 

them always. Many people heard the witness 

of Jesus’ followers that day, and 3,000 became 

believers. Now they had the Holy Spirit and 

the power to tell others about Jesus. If each 

person told two friends, think how many more 

people heard about Jesus. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Jesus’ followers obeyed Jesus and 

stayed in Jerusalem. The promised Holy Spirit 

came. The Holy Spirit caused them to speak in 

the languages of those around them. Pentecost 

became an amazing day. Because of the 

witness of the followers of Jesus, many more 

became followers! How about you? Have you 

trusted in Jesus to forgive your sins? Have you 

turned away from your sins? Have you told 

others about Jesus? If you are a follower, the 

Holy Spirit will give you power to tell the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. Amazing! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why were the followers of Jesus together in one 
place on Pentecost? 
 

2. What is fire a symbol of in the Bible? Why was it 
over each follower when the Holy Spirit came? 
 

3. What did John say about Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit? 
 

4. How is the Holy Spirit like wind (breath) in your 
life? 
 

5. What do you see the Holy Spirit doing in your life? 
Share an example. 



14 Then Peter stood up with the eleven 

missionaries and spoke with a loud voice, “Men of 

the country of Judea and all of you who are living 

in Jerusalem, I want you to know what is 

happening. So listen to what I am going to say.  

15 These men are not drunk as you think. It is 

only nine o’clock in the morning.  

16 The early preacher Joel said this would happen. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

22 “Jewish men, listen to what I have to say! You 

knew Jesus of the town of Nazareth by the 

powerful works He did. God worked through 

Jesus while He was with you. You all know this.  

23 Jesus was handed over to sinful men. God 

knew this and planned for it to happen. You had 

sinful men take Him and nail Him to a cross.  

24 But God raised Him up. He allowed Him to be 

set free from the pain of death. Death could not 

hold its power over Him. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

36 The whole Jewish nation must know for sure 

that God has made this Jesus, both Lord and 

Christ. He is the One you nailed to a cross!” 

37 When the Jews heard this, their hearts were 

troubled. They said to Peter and to the other 

missionaries, “Brothers, what should we do?” 

38 Peter said to them, “Be sorry for your sins and 

turn from them and be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ, and your sins will be forgiven. You 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

39 This promise is to you and your children. It is 

to all people everywhere. It is to as many as the 

Lord our God will call.” 

40 He said many other things. He helped them 

understand that they should keep themselves from 

the sinful people of this day.  

41 Those who believed what he said were 

baptized. There were about 3,000 more followers 

added that day. 

Acts 2:1-16, 22-24, 36-41 

1 The followers of Jesus were all together in one 

place fifty days after the special religious 

gathering to remember how the Jews left Egypt.  

2 All at once there was a sound from heaven like 

a powerful wind. It filled the house where they 

were sitting.  

3 Then they saw tongues which were divided that 

looked like fire. These came down on each one of 

them.  

4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then 

they began to speak in other languages which the 

Holy Spirit made them able to speak. 

5 There were many religious Jews staying in 

Jerusalem. They were from every country of the 

world.  

6 When they heard this strange sound, they 

gathered together. They all listened! It was hard 

for them to believe they were hearing words in 

their own language.  

7 They were surprised and wondered about it. 

They said to each other, “Are not these Galileans 

who are speaking?  

8 How is it that each one of us can hear his own 

language?  

9 We are Parthians and Medes, Elamites and 

from the countries of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and in the countries of Asia,  

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya near Cyrene. Some have come from the 

city of Rome. Some are Jews by birth and others 

have become Jews.  

11 Some are also men of the countries of Crete 

and Arabia. They are speaking of the powerful 

works of God to all of us in our own language!”  

12 They were all surprised and wondered about 

this. They said to each other, “What can this 

mean?”  

13 But others laughed and made fun, saying, 

“These men are full of new wine.” 
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 What does beautiful look like to you? 

When I think of beautiful, the first pictures 

that come to my mind are my two daughters 

and my daughter-in-law when they were 

brides. I have their pictures on the wall. A 

bride is beautiful. A bride that you love is 

even more beautiful.  

 Another picture that comes to my mind 

is each of my children and grandchildren after 

they were born. They didn’t have long wavy 

hair, makeup, or anything the world saw as 

beautiful. They were beautiful because they 

were loved. They looked a little bit like us 

and they needed us. New life is beautiful. 

 The new life that Jesus gives is also 

beautiful. I will never get tired of hearing of 

people learning about Jesus and giving their 

lives to Him. I will never get tired of the 

stories about changed lives. My father had a 

changed life. Seeing his life change made me 

want to go and tell everyone about Jesus. It 

made me want to be a witness to others about 

what Jesus does. I want everyone to know that 

their sins can be forgiven and their life can be 

changed. The cure for sin and pain is Jesus. 

Jesus can give anyone a new, beautiful life. 

 

Outside the Beautiful Gate (Acts 3:1-2) 

 Life does not have to be perfect to be 

beautiful. Life is never perfect. There are 

many people who have a hard life. Life can be 

hard for many reasons. One reason is 

physical problems.  

 People with physical problems today 

can work. In the time of Jesus’ first followers, 

there was no work for people with physical 

problems. Their family had to take care of 

them. If they did not have family to care for 

them, they had to beg for money or food. 

 Peter and John saw a man who couldn’t 

walk begging outside the Beautiful Gate. The 

man did not go inside the gate. He could not 
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worship with the others because he was lame. 

The law said that people with physical 

problems could not go in the temple. 

 Think about what that was like for him. 

He had never been able to go to the temple. 

He had never been able to worship God with 

his neighbors. For 40 long years, he wished he 

could go inside the Beautiful Gate (4:22). But 

he had to stay outside the gate and beg. 

 He knew those going in and out of the 

gate were going to worship and pray. He 

hoped they were kind people who would see 

his need and help him. Begging was his work. 

His life was very hard. 

 

A New, Beautiful Life (Acts 3:3-10) 

 The man who was born lame asked 

Peter and John for money. He had no idea 

how his life was going to change. These men 

were followers of Jesus. They had the power 

of the Holy Spirit working in their lives. They 

remembered how Jesus would help people 

first and then tell them about God’s love. 

They had more to give him than just money. 

 Peter and John knew that Jesus could 

heal this man. They started by making sure the 

man was looking at them and listening to 

them. It must have been a very busy place. It 

was the beggar’s job to talk to as many people 

as possible. Peter and John did not want him 

to be talking to anyone else. He needed to hear 

what they had to say. It was important. 

 This 40-year-old lame beggar thought 

these men were going to give him money. 

Think about how he felt when Peter said he 

had no money. Over the years, so many 

people had said “no.”  

 Peter said “yes” in a big way. He said 

he had something to give him. Peter had 

Jesus. Peter knew that Jesus had the power to 

heal the lame man. He had seen Jesus heal 

many people. He told the lame man to get up 

and walk the name of Jesus Christ. Jesus 

healed him! 

 Peter took the man’s hand and helped 

him to stand. His legs and feet became strong 

as he stood up. What a beautiful gift for the 

lame man. It was not the money he had asked 

for. It was so much better! 

 The man jumped up and walked for the 

first time in his life. He walked with Peter and 

John. He walked to the temple. He praised 

God as he walked. Think how amazing it must 

have been for him to go into the temple for the 

very first time! It was beautiful! 

 

Tell About the Beautiful Life (Acts 3:11-16) 

 The people in the temple were amazed 

to see this lame man walking! He stayed close 

by Peter and John, the men who had shared 

Jesus with him. They had shown the love of 

Jesus to this man and to all who saw him. 

Now it was time to tell everyone about the 

love of Jesus. 

Lesson 3 ● Page 17 

For 40 long years he wished he 

of the 
 

ORIGINAL: Over the years so many people 

had said 

Changed to: 

Added a comma after the dependent clause

Original: 
The people in the temple were amazed to see this man they knew with a new and 
beautiful life. 
Issues: 
knew
would read it. They would not infer the missing pronoun clause for clarity: 
man they knew (who now had) a new and beautiful life.



 Peter told the men in the temple that 

they had not healed this man. He started by 

talking about the God that they knew from 

the great men in their history. He told them 

that God had healed the man.  

 Then he told them that God had sent 

His Son, Jesus. He made it clear who Jesus 

was by telling what they had done to Him. 

They killed Jesus, but God made Him alive 

again. It was important for them to hear the 

truth about the life, death, and life again of 

Jesus. 

 Now Peter could tell them how this 

man had been healed. It was through faith in 

Jesus’ name that his legs and feet were made 

strong. He put his faith and trust in Jesus and 

he was healed. He was standing in front of 

them and praising God. Jesus healed the 

man’s legs. Jesus gave him a new, beautiful 

life.  

  

Be Sorry and Return (Acts 3:17-20) 

  Jesus was the One sent by God. God 

had promised to send a Savior. All these men 

knew about the promises of God. They had 

read the words of the early preachers. Peter 

told them that Jesus was the One they were 

waiting for. 

 Peter explained more to these men who 

were his Jewish brothers. He helped them 

understand that all that had happened to Jesus 

was part of God’s plan. They had not 

understood this. Jesus could also give them a 

new and beautiful life. Now that they knew 

the truth, they must be sorry for all the wrong 

they had done. When they turned to God, their 

souls would be healed. Jesus would make 

them strong in Him. 

 

Things to Remember 

 The wrong things we do make our souls 

lame. We cannot pray and worship God. We 

cannot walk with Jesus. We need to be healed. 

 God loves us and sent Jesus to die for 

our sins so we could be healed. He gives us 

faith to believe and begin a new and beautiful 

life! Like Peter, we can tell people how to turn 

to Jesus and be healed. Life will still be hard 

sometimes, but God is always with us. Life 

with Jesus is beautiful!  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. In what ways is life beautiful? Name as many as 
you can think of. How has life been beautiful for 
you? 
 
2. In what ways is life hard? Name as many as you 
can think of. How has life been hard for you? 
 
3. Whom do you know who thinks they cannot come 
to church or Bible study? What can you do to help? 
 
4. What is the same about the lame man and people 
who have never heard about Jesus? 
 
5. What can you do this week to show and tell the 
love of Jesus so others can have a beautiful life? 
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12 When Peter saw this, he said to them, 

“Jewish men, why are you surprised at this? 

Why do you look at us as if we had made this 

man walk by our own power or holy lives?  

13 The God of our fathers, the God of 

Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, has done this. 

He has honored His Son Jesus. He is the One 

you handed over to Pilate. You turned your 

backs on Him after Pilate had decided to let 

Him go free.  

14 But you turned your backs against the Holy 

and Right One. Then you asked for a man who 

had killed someone to go free.  

15 You killed the very One Who made all life. 

But God raised Him from the dead. We saw 

Him alive.  

16 You see and know this man here. He has 

been made strong through faith in Jesus’ name. 

Yes, it is faith in Christ that has made this man 

well and strong. This man is standing here in 

front of you all. 

17 “Brothers, I know you and your leaders did 

this without knowing what you were doing. 

18 In this way, God did what He said He 

would do through all the early preachers. He 

said that Christ must suffer many hard things. 

19 But you must be sorry for your sins and 

turn from them. You must turn to God and 

have your sins taken away. Then many times 

your soul will receive new strength from the 

Lord.  

20 He will send Jesus back to the world. He is 

the Christ Who long ago was chosen for you. 

Acts 3:1-20 

1 Peter and John were going to the house of 

God about three o’clock. It was the time for 

prayer.  

2 Each day a certain man was carried to the 

Beautiful Gate of the house of God. This man 

had never been able to walk. He was there 

begging for money from those who were 

going in.  

3 He asked Peter and John for money when 

he saw them going in.  

4 Peter and John looked at him. Then Peter 

said, “Look at us!”  

5 The man who could not walk looked at 

them. He thought he would get something 

from them.  

6 Peter said, “I have no money, but what I 

have I will give you! In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”  

7 Peter took the man by the right hand and 

lifted him up. At once his feet and the bones 

in his legs became strong.  

8 He jumped up on his feet and walked. Then 

he went into the house of God with them. He 

gave thanks to God as he walked. 

9 All the people saw him walking and giving 

thanks to God.  

10 They knew it was the man who had been 

sitting and begging at the Beautiful Gate. 

They were surprised he was walking.  

11 The man who was healed held on to Peter 

and John. All the people who were surprised 

gathered together around them in a place 

called Solomon’s Porch. 
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 Some leaders of countries make laws 

against telling people about Jesus. Sometimes 

it is difficult to obey the laws of a country and 

obey Jesus. Missionaries and followers in 

these countries find a way. Many people hear 

about Jesus and decide to follow Him.  

 Have you ever been told not to talk 

about Jesus at work? My sister was told not to 

use the word pray at work. Some people 

asked her to pray for them, but they had to 

quietly spell out p-r-a-y to not get in trouble. 

One lady talked too much about Jesus and 

about praying. She was fired from her job. 

My sister was afraid she would also be fired. 

She cared about the people at work and 

wanted to tell them about Jesus.  

 What would you do if you lived in a 

country where you could be arrested for 

talking about Jesus? What would you do if 

you worked at a job where you could be fired 

for talking about praying? Would you be a 

courageous witness for Jesus? 

 

Trouble Caused by Jealousy (Acts 4:5-7) 

 The people at the temple were amazed 

by what Peter and John had done in the name 

of Jesus. They talked and talked about how 

the man born lame was now walking. There 

were now 5,000 new followers of Jesus (4:4). 

The Jewish religious leaders were jealous.  

 The leaders were angry because many 

people were leaving the Jewish faith and 

becoming followers of Jesus. They were 

angry because Peter and John had been 

teaching that Jesus had been raised from the 

dead. Some of them did not believe that 

anyone could be raised from the dead. They 

arrested Peter and John and put them in prison 

for the night (4:1-3). 

 These leaders knew who Jesus was. 

They had killed Him to try to stop the new 
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faith from becoming popular. The idea that 

this miracle was done in the name of Jesus 

made them angry. They thought He was just a 

man who was dead and gone. So they brought 

Peter and John in front of them. They started 

asking questions. They knew the answers but 

wanted Peter and John to tell them. 

 The Jewish leaders’ power was very 

important to them. They were afraid of losing 

it if people believed in Jesus and the power of 

His name. These leaders wanted Peter and 

John to tell them what power or whose name 

they were using to do this miracle. 

 

Courageous Witness (Acts 4:8-12) 

 Followers of Jesus knew that He loved 

them. They wanted to obey Him more than the 

leaders who thought they were powerful. Peter 

and John had shown the love of Jesus by 

healing the lame man in His name. Now it was 

time to tell these leaders about Jesus. It was 

time to be courageous witnesses. 

 Jesus had taught His followers about 

what the Holy Spirit would do for them. In 

John 14:26, He said, “The Helper is the Holy 

Spirit. The Father will send Him in My place. 

He will teach you everything and help you 

remember everything I have told you.” On this 

day in front of the leaders, the Holy Spirit 

helped Peter remember what Jesus had told 

them. The Helper gave him the power to tell 

the Good News of Jesus. 

 Peter began by asking them two 

questions. Peter wanted to be clear about the 

questions he was going to answer. They were 

going to get an answer that they needed to 

hear. They were going to get an answer that 

they would not like. He told them very clearly 

that the power of Jesus had made this lame 

man well and strong. Peter reminded them 

that they had killed Jesus, but God raised Him 

from the dead. 

 Like Jesus had done many times, Peter 

used a word picture to explain. He used the 

word picture of stones used to make a 

building. The leaders had not seen Jesus as 

important and had rejected Him like a bad 

stone. But Jesus was like the most important 

stone in the building, the one laid down first. 

It had to be in the right place because all the 

other stones were lined up with it. 

 Peter’s word picture was not new. It 

was a quote from Psalm 118:22. Jesus had 

taught that this word picture was about Him 

(Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17). 

 Peter told them that the name of Jesus 

is the only name that has the power to save 

people. What a powerful, courageous witness 

for Jesus! 

 

Continuing Witness (Acts 4:13-31) 

 The religious leaders knew that Peter 

and John were working men. The leaders 

knew they had not been to school to learn how 
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to speak well or to give speeches. But on this 

day, the leaders were amazed at how well 

they spoke. It was clear that these men had 

been with Jesus! 

 The leaders could not argue that this 

miracle had not happened. The man born 

lame was standing right there, and they had 

seen him walking. They had nothing left to 

say but to tell Peter and John to leave so they 

could talk. 

 They did not know what to do. Many 

people had seen the man walking. Everyone 

in Jerusalem had heard about the miracle. 

They could not say it did not happen. 

 They decided to tell Peter and John not 

to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. They 

thought if these followers stopped teaching in 

the name of Jesus, there would be no more 

miracles. They could not beat Peter and John 

in front of all the people. They only spoke 

more sharp words and let them go. 

 Peter and John told the others what 

happened. They prayed and asked God to 

make them courageous witnesses as they 

continued to preach and teach in the name of 

Jesus. They did not stop! 

 

Things to Remember 

 Peter and John said something that 

missionaries today know and say. They said: 

“If it is right to listen to you more than to God, 

you decide about that. For we must tell what 

we have seen and heard.” The leaders told 

them to stop. Peter and John explained that 

they had to continue to preach and teach in the 

name of Jesus.  

 This is the Acts 1:8 mission given by 

Jesus Himself. No one can argue when we tell 

the truth about what Jesus has done in our 

lives. It is a powerful witness, and we must be 

courageous enough to speak it in the name of 

Jesus! Let’s not stop! 

____________________ 

Acts 4:5-31 

5 The next day the leaders of the court and the 

leaders of the people and the teachers of the 

Law came together in Jerusalem.  

6 Annas the head religious leader was there. 

Caiaphas and John and Alexander were there 

also and all who were in the family of the head 

religious leader.  

7 They put the missionaries in front of them and 

asked, “By what power or in whose name have 

you done this?” 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What miracles have you seen in your life or in the 
lives of others? How often do you talk about these? 
 

2. Have you or anyone you know been told not to 
talk about Jesus? Where and why was this said? 
 

3. Do you know of areas or countries where people 
are told not to speak about Jesus? Do followers of 
Jesus do as they are told? 

 

4. What would you do if you were told not to talk 
about Jesus or not to pray at work? 

 

5. Pray and ask God to make you a courageous 
witness for Him this week. Look for people who need 
to hear about the love of Jesus and first show them, 
then tell them. 



20 For we must tell what we have seen and 

heard.” 

21 After they had spoken more sharp words to 

them, they let them go. They could not beat 

them because the people were giving thanks to 

God for what had happened.  

22 The man on whom this powerful work of 

healing had been done was more than forty years 

old. 

23 As soon as the missionaries were free to go, 

they went back to their own group. They told 

them everything the religious leaders had said. 

24 When they heard it, they all prayed to God, 

saying, “Lord God, You made the heaven and 

the earth and the sea and everything that is in 

them. 

25 You said through the Holy Spirit by the 

mouth of our father David, ‘Why are the nations 

so shaken up and the people planning foolish 

things? 

26 The kings of the earth stood in a line ready to 

fight, and the leaders were all against the Lord 

and against His Christ.’  

27 You know that Herod and Pilate and the Jews 

and the people who are not Jews gathered 

together here against Jesus. He was Your Holy 

Son and the One You had chosen  

28 to do everything You planned and said would 

happen.  

29 And now, Lord, listen to their sharp words. 

Make it easy for your servants to preach Your 

Word with power.  

30 May You heal and do powerful works and 

special things to see through the name of Jesus, 

Your Holy Son!” 

31 When they had finished praying, the place 

where they were gathered was shaken. They 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit. It was easy 

for them to speak the Word of God. 

8 Then Peter, having been filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said, “You who are leaders of the people, 

9 are you asking us today about the good work 

we did to a man who needed help? Are you 

asking how he was healed?  

10 You and all the Jews must know that it was 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the 

One you nailed to a cross and God raised from 

the dead. It is through Him that this man stands 

in front of you well and strong.  

11 Christ is the Stone that was put aside by you 

workmen. But He has become the most 

important Stone in the building.  

12 There is no way to be saved from the 

punishment of sin through anyone else. For 

there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we can be saved.” 

13 They were surprised and wondered how 

easy it was for Peter and John to speak. They 

could tell they were men who had not gone to 

school. But they knew they had been with 

Jesus. 

14 They were not able to argue about what 

Peter and John had said because the man who 

had been healed was standing with them. 

15 The religious leaders told Peter and John to 

leave the court so the leaders could talk 

together. 

16 They said, “What should we do with these 

men? Everyone living in Jerusalem knows a 

powerful work has been done by them. We 

cannot say that it did not happen.  

17 Let us tell them with strong words that they 

must not speak again to anyone in this name. 

This will keep the news from going out among 

the people.” 

18 Then they called them in and told them they 

must not speak or teach anymore in the name of 

Jesus.  

19 Peter and John said, “If it is right to listen to 

you more than to God, you decide about that. 
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 The Amazon website sells millions of 

books each year. Many books are written 

about suffering. Over 15,000 books about 

suffering can be found there. Nearly 4,000 of 

these books are written for Christians.  

 No one wants to suffer. We do not like 

pain. And we question why God allows 

Christians to suffer. But the truth is that God’s 

plan includes suffering. God has a plan for 

Christians who suffer. He wants their 

suffering to have a purpose.  

 Christians can rely on God in the 

middle of their suffering. With God’s help, 

Christians can boldly endure suffering. When 

Christians do this, they point other people to 

God’s strong power. God’s strong power can 

attract people to Him. His power can change 

their lives. This is how the message of the 

gospel can spread through suffering.  

 In the Book of Acts, the story of 

Stephen proves this is true. Stephen acted 

boldly in the face of suffering. He did not ask 

for his suffering to end. Instead, he looked for 

God’s purpose in his suffering. Because of 

this, God showed His power to many. 

Stephen’s suffering led to something 

important. Because of his suffering, the 

gospel began to spread around Jerusalem. 

Because of his suffering, many people learned 

about Jesus. And many people placed their 

faith in Jesus to save them from the 

punishment of sin. 

 

Hating the Gospel (Acts 6:8-10) 

 The gospel was spreading in Jerusalem 

(Acts 6:7). More and more people there 

became Christians. Even some Jewish 

religious leaders placed their faith in Jesus. 

Stephen was a faithful Christian (v. 8).  He 

had a strong reputation among the Christians 

in Jerusalem. He was one of the men who 

cared for widows in Jerusalem (Acts 6:5). 
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 Everyone knew about Stephen’s faith 

and the things he did. But not everyone in 

Jerusalem liked Stephen. Many people were 

angry at Christians. They were unhappy that 

so many people were becoming Christians. 

Many Jewish people worked against the 

Christians. Some of these Jewish men had 

been Roman slaves. They were called the Free 

people. After they met in the Jewish place of 

worship, they found Stephen. They argued 

with him because they did not like the things 

Stephen said about Jesus.  

 But God’s power helped Stephen. The 

Holy Spirit gave him wisdom to know what 

words to say (v. 10). The Jewish men could 

not argue against what Stephen said. They 

could not find anything wrong with the words 

he said. They could not make trouble for 

Stephen by arguing with him. So they made 

another plan to cause Stephen trouble. They 

told lies about Stephen to some important 

Jewish leaders (6:12-13). They said that 

Stephen talked against the Law of Moses. 

Then the Jewish leaders took Stephen away to 

the religious leaders’ court. 

  

Suffering for the Gospel (Acts 7:54-60)  

 Even in court, Stephen was filled with 

God’s power from the Holy Spirit (v. 55). 

Stephen faced the angry religious leaders. He 

knew that they did not understand that Jesus 

was God’s Son. They did not believe that 

Jesus was the One Right with God (7:52). 

Stephen knew their hearts were hard toward 

God. He knew they would not listen to the 

truth about Jesus. But Stephen did not match 

their anger with his own. Instead, Stephen 

“looked up to heaven” (v. 55). His focus was 

not on the angry religious leaders. In the 

middle of hard times, Stephen chose to keep 

his focus on God.  

 As Stephen looked up to heaven, he 

saw God’s shining-greatness. He pointed this 

out to everyone. He said he saw Jesus 

standing on God’s right side. This made the 

religious leaders even more angry. They 

believed that Stephen told lies about God. 

They covered their ears to show that they 

would not listen to Stephen’s words anymore.  

 They grew so angry that they wanted to 

hurt Stephen. So they pushed him out of the 

city. The Jews and the religious leaders threw 

stones at Stephen. One of these angry 

religious men was named Saul. Saul clearly 

approved of these actions against Stephen 

(Acts 8:1, 22:20). These men wanted to watch 

Stephen suffer. 

 But even in death, Stephen stayed 

focused on Jesus. He prayed to the Lord for 

everyone to hear. He asked two things. First, 

he asked for Jesus to welcome his spirit. 

Second, he asked Jesus to forgive his killers. 

In doing this, he closely followed Jesus’ 

example in death (Luke 23:34, 46).  
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Scattering of the Church (Acts 8:1-8) 

 After Stephen died, life became very 

hard for the Christians in Jerusalem. Saul and 

the other religious leaders were glad Stephen 

died. They worked even harder against the  

Christians. Saul spent his time looking for 

Christians in their homes (v. 3). He took them 

away to prison. He thought this would stop 

them from teaching about Jesus. But it did 

not stop them.  

 The Christians in Jerusalem were 

afraid for their lives. They had to leave 

Jerusalem to be safe from Saul (v. 1). Saul 

was pleased that the Christians from 

Jerusalem were scattered. But He did not 

understand God’s power. Saul’s work against 

the Christians did not keep the gospel from 

spreading. It did not stop Christians from 

telling others about Jesus.  

 Saul wanted to make them suffer by 

forcing them away from their homes. He did 

not know how God would use their suffering. 

Their suffering meant that the gospel traveled 

to new places. Christians like Philip took the 

gospel to all the places they went. In Samaria, 

many people listened to the things Philip 

taught. God helped Philip do many powerful 

things in Samaria. People there were healed 

(v. 7). People placed their faith in Jesus to 

save them from the punishment of sin. Philip’s 

message about Jesus brought them much joy 

(v. 8)! 

 

 Things to Remember 

 Saul and the other religious leaders 

made Christians suffer. They worked to stop 

Christians from sharing the gospel in 

Jerusalem. But they did not understand God’s 

power. They did not imagine that the gospel 

would keep spreading. They did not know 

how God was using the suffering of His 

followers. God made sure that the gospel kept 

spreading. God’s power is stronger than pain 

and suffering. God uses His power to achieve 

His plans. God’s plan cannot be stopped. 

 Christians may want to hide from 

suffering. We may feel afraid of suffering. But 

God can make us strong in the middle of our 

troubles. Christians might face many kinds of 

trouble. People might talk against us. People 

might harm our bodies. People might take 

away our homes or our jobs. But Christians 

can still follow Stephen’s example. And we 

can trust God to guide and comfort us like He 

did Stephen. With God’s strong power to help, 

the gospel will keep spreading! And many 

people will place their trust in Jesus to save 

them from the punishment of sin. 
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59 While they threw stones at Stephen, he 

prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

60 After that he fell on his knees and cried out 

with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 

against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

 

Acts 8:1-8 

8:1 Saul thought it was all right that Stephen 

was killed. On that day people started to work 

very hard against the church in Jerusalem. All 

the followers, except the missionaries, were 

made to leave. They went to parts of the 

countries of Judea and Samaria.  

2 Good men put Stephen in a grave. There was 

much sorrow because of him.  

3 During this time Saul was making it very 

hard for the church. He went into every house 

of the followers of Jesus and took men and 

women and put them in prison. 

4 Those who had been made to go to other 

places preached the Word as they went.  

5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and 

preached about Christ. 

6 The people all listened to what Philip said. 

As they listened, they watched him do 

powerful works.  

7 There were many people who had demons in 

their bodies. The demons cried with loud 

voices when they went out of the people. 

Many of the people could not move their 

bodies or arms and legs. They were all healed.  

8 There was much joy in that city. 

Acts 6:8-10 

6:8 Stephen was a man full of faith and 

power. He did many great things among the 

people.  

9 But some men came from their place of 

worship who were known as the Free people. 

They started to argue with Stephen. These 

men were from the countries of Cyrene and 

Alexandria and Cilicia and Asia.  

10 Stephen spoke with wisdom and power 

given by the Holy Spirit. They were not able 

to say anything against what he said. 

 

Acts 7:54-60 

7:54 The Jews and religious leaders listened 

to Stephen. Then they became angry and 

began to grind their teeth at him.  

55 He was filled with the Holy Spirit. As he 

looked up to heaven, he saw the shining-

greatness of God and Jesus standing at the 

right side of God.  

56 He said, “See! I see heaven open and the 

Son of Man standing at the right side of 

God!”  

57 They cried out with loud voices. They put 

their hands over their ears and they all pushed 

on him.  

58 Then they took him out of the city and 

threw stones at him. The men who were 

throwing the stones laid their coats down in 

front of a young man named Saul. 
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 My six-year-old wants to be just like 

her five older brothers and sisters. She wants 

to do all the things they can do. They play on 

sports teams and perform in recitals. They can 

read books. Sometimes they spend the night 

with friends. They tie their own shoes. And 

they even make their own breakfasts! She 

tries to imitate them in all these ways. She 

tries to do all the things they can do. It brings 

all of us much joy to watch her.  

 Each morning, she takes great pride in 

making her own breakfast like the other kids. 

Some mornings she wants a bowl of cereal for 

breakfast. The cereal is hard for her to reach 

because it is on the top shelf. She usually uses 

a stool to help her reach it. One morning, the 

stool was missing. I found her sitting on the 

pantry floor with tears in her eyes. I asked her 

what was wrong. She cried, “I can’t reach the 

cereal. I’m not big enough!” 

 Sometimes Christians think the same 

kind of thoughts. We see people who are far 

away from God. We see people who love evil 

and hate truth. We wonder what can be done 

about it. And we often think, “No one can 

reach that person. He will never change.” But 

that is a wrong thought. No one is beyond 

God’s reach. He loves all people. And He is 

big enough to reach even the furthest people 

and places. 

 God’s power can reach even the worst 

sinner. God’s love can bring light into even 

the darkest life. The gospel message can 

change even the most stubborn heart. The 

book of Acts tells about just such a person. 

Saul of Tarsus hated Jesus. He hated 

Christians who followed the Way of Jesus. He 

worked hard against them and took joy in 

their suffering. But even Saul was not beyond 

God’s reach. The gospel brought amazing 

change to his life. 
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Jesus Shows Himself to Saul (Acts 9:1-9) 

 Saul was pleased when Stephen was 

killed outside Jerusalem (8:1). From that time 

on, Saul worked against Christians. He even 

asked the Jewish religious leaders to help him. 

He spent all his time and energy hunting for 

Christians. He took them to prison. Working 

against Christians was the most important 

thing in Saul’s life. It was his passion. But 

God wanted to change Saul’s life.  

 Saul was on a journey to find and hurt 

more Christians. While Saul traveled near 

Damascus, God acted with great power to stop 

him. Saul saw a bright light from heaven. He 

heard a strong voice call his name. He saw 

Jesus. And he heard these words: “I am Jesus, 

the One Whom you are working against. You 

hurt yourself by trying to hurt Me” (v. 5). 

 This experience changed Saul. He was 

surprised and afraid. He knew the Lord was 

speaking to him. So he asked, “What do you 

want me to do, Lord?” (v. 6). For the first 

time, Saul responded to Jesus in a different 

way. He did not hate Jesus. He did not work 

against him or show anger. Instead, he listened 

and obeyed. What an amazing change! 

 What happened when Saul worked 

against Jesus? Did God destroy him? No. 

Instead, God showed love and mercy to Saul. 

God showed Saul the truth about Jesus. This 

was a powerful thing. God’s power was so 

great that it changed Saul when he saw it! 

 Seeing God’s great power in Jesus 

made Paul blind. He could not see for three 

days (v. 9). The people with Saul did not see 

what Saul saw. But they saw what happened 

to Saul. And they saw how Saul changed. 

They took Paul’s hand, and they helped him 

get to Damascus (v. 8).  

 

Ananias Helps Saul (Acts 9:10-19) 

 A man named Ananias lived in 

Damascus. God spoke to Ananias in a dream. 

He told Ananias about what happened to Saul. 

He told Ananias to go to Saul and help him. 

God told Ananias to put his hand on Saul so 

that Saul could see again. But Ananias was 

afraid of Saul. Many Christians were in prison 

because of Saul. Many Christians suffered 

because of Saul. Ananias could not imagine 

that God would send him to help such a man.  

 But God was clear with Ananias. God 

commanded Ananias to go to Saul. God knew 

that Saul had caused much suffering. But God 

also knew that Saul would have to suffer now. 

Saul would preach about Jesus to the people 

who were not Jews. This job would be hard 

for Saul. His life would never be easy again. 

But God would send other Christians like 

Ananias to help him. 

 Even though Ananias was afraid, he 

obeyed God. He went to Saul. He put his 

hands on Saul. Suddenly, Saul could see 

again! He became strong again. And he stayed 
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in Damascus with other Christians for some 

time. Because Ananias obeyed God, Saul 

began the work God gave him to do. 

 

Saul Preaches the Good News 

(Acts 9:20-22, 26-31) 

 Saul began to tell about Jesus right 

away. He preached in the Jewish places of 

worship. The Jews could not believe what 

they heard. In the past, Saul tried to kill and 

hurt Christians. Now he said that Jesus was 

God’s Son (v. 20). The Jews were angry with 

Saul for this. And others were angry, too. The 

Christians were angry about what Saul did to 

them in the past. They were still afraid of 

him. Many people were against Saul for 

many reasons.  

 Things were hard for Saul. But God 

helped Saul by sending Barnabas to him. 

Barnabas understood God’s amazing power 

to change someone. He knew God had a 

special job for Saul. He knew God wanted 

Saul to preach to the people who were not 

Jews. He knew Saul would need help to do 

this. Barnabas worked to show other 

Christians that he approved of Saul. He 

worked to help them understand the special 

job God gave Saul. And with Barnabas’ 

support, Saul “preached without fear in the 

name of the Lord” (v. 29).  

 

Things to Remember 

 God’s power brought an amazing 

change to Saul’s life. He embraced Jesus. He 

preached the Good News about Jesus. The 

change in Saul’s life affected others, too. God 

led Ananias and Barnabas to help Saul.  They 

were both amazed at how God’s power 

changed Saul. Because of their help, Saul 

began to preach the gospel to many people. 

Saul learned the truth when he met Jesus on 

the Damascus Road. He learned that no one is 

beyond God’s reach. God is powerful enough 

to change anyone in amazing ways!  

______________________ 

 

Acts 9:1-22 

1 Saul was still talking much about how he would 

like to kill the followers of the Lord. He went to 

the head religious leader.  

2 He asked for letters to be written to the Jewish 

places of worship in the city of Damascus. The 

letters were to say that if he found any men or 

women following the Way of Christ he might 

bring them to Jerusalem in chains. 

3 He went on his way until he came near 

Damascus. All at once he saw a light from heaven 

shining around him.  

4 He fell to the ground. Then he heard a voice 

say, “Saul, Saul, why are you working so hard 

against Me?”  
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4. What can you learn from Barnabas’ example of 
encouraging Saul? 



so you might be able to see again and be filled 

with the Holy Spirit.”  

18 At once something like a covering fell from the 

eyes of Saul and he could see. He got up and was 

baptized.  

19 After that he ate some food and received 

strength. For some days he stayed with the 

followers in Damascus. 

20 At once Saul began to preach in the Jewish 

places of worship that Jesus is the Son of God.  

21 All who heard him were surprised and 

wondered. They said, “This is the man who beat 

and killed the followers in Jerusalem. He came 

here to tie the followers in chains and take them to 

the head religious leaders.”  

22 But Saul kept on growing in power. The Jews 

living in Damascus wondered about Saul’s 

preaching. He was proving that Jesus was the 

Christ. 
 

Acts 9:26-31 

26 When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to 

join the followers. But they were afraid of him. 

They did not believe he was a true follower of 

Jesus.  

27 Then Barnabas took him to the missionaries. 

He told them that Saul had seen the Lord on the 

road. He told them also how the Lord had spoken 

to Saul and how he had preached without fear in 

Damascus in the name of Jesus.  

28 After that he was with them going in and out of 

Jerusalem.  

29 He preached without fear in the name of the 

Lord. He talked and argued with the Jews who 

spoke the Greek language. They kept trying to kill 

him.  

30 When the followers heard this, they took him 

down to the city of Caesarea. From there they sent 

him to the city of Tarsus. 

31 Then the church through all the countries of 

Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace for 

awhile. The church was made strong and it was 

given comfort by the Holy Spirit. It honored the 

Lord. More people were added to the church. 

5 Saul answered, “Who are You, Lord?” He 

said, “I am Jesus, the One Whom you are 

working against. You hurt yourself by trying to 

hurt Me.”  

6 Saul was shaken and surprised. Then he said, 

“What do You want me to do, Lord?” The Lord 

said to him, “Get up! Go into the city and you 

will be told what to do.” 

7 Those with Saul were not able to say anything. 

They heard a voice but saw no one.  

8 Saul got up from the ground. When he opened 

his eyes, he saw nothing. They took him by the 

hand and led him to Damascus.  

9 He could not see for three days. During that 

time he did not eat or drink. 

10 In Damascus there was a follower by the name 

of Ananias. The Lord showed him in a dream 

what He wanted him to see. He said, “Ananias!” 

And Ananias answered, “Yes, Lord, I am here.”  

11 The Lord said, “Get up! Go over to Straight 

Street to Judas’ house and ask for a man from the 

city of Tarsus. His name is Saul. You will find 

him praying there.  

12 Saul has seen a man called Ananias in a 

dream. He is to come and put his hands on Saul 

so he might see again.” 

13 Ananias said, “But Lord, many people have 

told me about this man. He is the reason many of 

Your followers in Jerusalem have had to suffer 

much.  

14 He came here with the right and the power 

from the head religious leaders to put everyone in 

chains who call on Your name.”  

15 The Lord said to him, “Go! This man is the 

one I have chosen to carry My name among the 

people who are not Jews and to their kings and to 

Jews.  

16 I will show him how much he will have to 

suffer because of Me.” 

17 So Ananias went to that house. He put his 

hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 

Jesus has sent me to you. You saw the Lord along 

the road as you came here. The Lord has sent me 
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 Ads say, “Buy one, get one free.” 

Companies get our attention. They get us 

interested. Acts 11 should get us interested. It 

has two important truths in one text, like “two 

for the price of one.” We will need to think 

fast and think hard. We do not want to miss 

these truths for our lives.  

  Acts 10 and 11 are closely connected. 

In chapter 10, God did some amazing things. 

He taught Peter to think in a new way. Peter, a 

leader in the church, still needed to learn and 

grow. He needed to start thinking as a 

follower of Jesus, not as a Jewish man. Then 

God gave Peter the chance to preach the 

gospel to a Gentile man named Cornelius and 

to his family. They all put their trust in Jesus 

as Lord and Savior! They received the Holy 

Spirit. They were baptized. And Peter stayed 

with them for a few days. How wonderful, 

right? Read what happens next in Acts 11. 

 

News Spreads and Complaints Arise  

(Acts 11:1-3) 

 Throughout Judea, the church began to 

hear the news. Gentiles “had received the 

Word of God!” The expected response might 

be, “Praise the Lord!” Instead, when Peter got 

back to Jerusalem, “the Jewish followers 

argued with him” (v. 2). This phrase “argued 

with him” means “to create a difference.” 

They were looking for and pointing out the 

many ways Jews and Gentiles were not alike.  

 Two problems are hinted at in verse 3. 

They are like walls standing in the way of 

spreading the gospel.  

 The first problem was Jewish prejudice. 

The first followers of Jesus were mostly 

Jewish. They felt strong prejudice against 

Gentiles. Even after they believed in Jesus, 
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they were creating differences between Jews 

and Gentiles. This wall of prejudice needed to 

come down so the gospel could spread. 

 Remember that Peter ate with 

Cornelius’ family. In Bible times, eating in 

someone's house was an honor. It was a sign 

of strong friendship and trust. Cornelius and 

his family were now Gentile followers of 

Jesus. But the Jerusalem church was not 

happy that Peter ate with Gentiles.  

 Here we find an even bigger problem. 

The Jewish followers in Jerusalem were 

creating differences between Jewish believers 

and Gentile believers. They thought Gentile 

believers needed to follow Jewish laws and 

customs. Without knowing it, they were 

changing the gospel.  

The gospel does not say: 

Salvation for Gentiles = Faith in Christ  
+ following Jewish laws and customs  

Rather, the gospel says: 

Salvation (for anyone) = Faith in Christ (alone) 
  

 These were two big problems for the 

early Christians. These problems were like 

two walls to keep the good news of Jesus 

Christ from spreading. 

 

God Gives Peter a Vision (Acts 11:4-10) 

 Peter understood why the Jewish 

followers in Jerusalem were complaining. He 

was Jewish, too. First, God needed to break 

down the prejudice in Peter’s heart.  

 God began by giving Peter a vision. 

This was not a dream. This was an amazing 

experience. Peter saw a huge sheet with 

animals come down from heaven. And God 

spoke to him twice. The sheet with the 

animals was like a picture. It was a picture of 

Jewish food laws. Jesus had told His followers 

that they no longer needed to obey these laws 

(Mark 7:18-19). But the Jewish followers 

were still obeying them. So, Peter refused the 

command to eat. Yet, he heard the voice from 

heaven, “What God has made clean you must 

not say is unclean.” God gave the vision three 

times! He was breaking down the wall of 

Peter’s prejudice.  

 

God Gives Grace to the Gentiles  

(Acts 11:11-18) 

 Then three things happened to Peter. 

First, three men came to the house where he 

was staying. Their timing was amazing. These 

men had come all the way from Caesarea. 

Peter was only a guest in Joppa. But these 

men found him. This was no coincidence.  

 Next, the Holy Spirit gave Peter a 

command. The Spirit told Peter to go with 

these men. Peter’s wall of prejudice was down 

enough for him to obey. Peter did something 

that he had never done before.  

 Seven Jewish followers now went to a 

Gentile house. They were told that an angel 

had appeared there. The angel had told 
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Cornelius to send for Peter. Now Cornelius 

wanted to hear how he and his family could 

be saved. God had prepared their hearts. Here 

were Gentiles who wanted to hear the gospel 

of Jesus Christ! 

 Now comes the wonderful ending of 

Peter’s story. The Holy Spirit came upon 

these Gentiles just like He did on the Jewish 

followers in Jerusalem. Gentiles who trusted 

Jesus received the promised Holy Spirit! 

 Verse 18 tells how the Jewish 

followers responded to Peter’s story. They 

stopped their complaints. They began 

glorifying God. The Jewish followers in 

Jerusalem celebrated God’s amazing grace 

poured out upon the Gentiles. 

 

God's Grace Grows the Church in Antioch 

(Acts 11:19-26) 

 The Jerusalem church grew in grace 

and understanding. And God continued to 

spread the gospel. It reached the city of 

Antioch. God chose this city. He had a plan. 

Antioch would become the home church for 

the first missionaries. 

 Jewish followers of Jesus had felt 

danger in Jerusalem. Some of them moved to 

Antioch. In Antioch, they preached the good 

news, but only to other Jews. Then God 

brought to Antioch some Jewish followers 

who spoke Greek. They began preaching to 

the Greek-speaking people in the city. And 

many people believed.  

 The church in Jerusalem heard the 

news. They decided to send someone to 

Antioch to see what was happening. Who was 

chosen? Barnabas. This was God’s man for 

the job! Barnabas was an encourager. God 

continued growing His church in the middle of 

a Gentile city.  

  Barnabas then brought Saul to Antioch. 

For an entire year, they taught the church. God 

was growing His church in numbers. God was 

growing the believers to be like Christ. 

Antioch is where followers of Jesus were first 

called Christians. Christian means “belonging 

to Christ.” It is an ancient and treasured name. 

 

Things to Remember  

 God wants every follower to grow in 

His grace. He will break down the walls of 

prejudice in our lives. He will inspire us to 

spread the Good News. And we will have a 

part in God’s plan for His church. Amazing 

grace! Amazing gospel! Amazing God! 
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Things to Think About 
 

 

1. Which of these great gospel verses do you need 
to understand better: Isaiah 53:5; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
or 1 Peter 3:18? 
 

2. What are some of your prejudices? How do they 
affect your obedience to Jesus? Your relationships? 
 

3. What prejudice(s) is God especially wanting to 
remove from your life right now? 
 

4. To whom does God want you to be a Peter or 
Barnabas this week? 



15 “As I began to talk to them, the Holy Spirit 

came down on them just as He did on us at the 

beginning.  

16 Then I remembered the Lord had said, ‘John 

baptized with water but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.’  

17 If God gave to them the same gift He gave to 

us after we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

how could I stand against God?” 

18 When they heard these words, they said 

nothing more. They thanked God, saying, “Then 

God has given life also to the people who are not 

Jews. They have this new life by being sorry for 

their sins and turning from them.” 

19 Those who went different places because of 

the trouble that started over Stephen had gone as 

far as the cities of Phoenicia and Cyprus and 

Antioch. They had preached the Word, but only 

to the Jews.  

20 Some of the men from Cyprus and Cyrene 

returned to Antioch. They preached the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to the Greek people there.  

21 The Lord gave them power. Many people put 

their trust in the Lord and turned to Him. 

22 The news of this came to the church in 

Jerusalem. They sent Barnabas to Antioch.  

23 When he got there and saw how good God 

had been to them, he was full of joy. He told 

them to be true and faithful to the Lord.  

24 Barnabas was a good man and full of the 

Holy Spirit and faith. And many people became 

followers of the Lord. 

25 From there Barnabas went on to the city of 

Tarsus to look for Saul.  

26 When he found Saul, he brought him back 

with him to Antioch. For a year they taught 

many people in the church. The followers were 

first called Christians in Antioch. 

ACTS 11:1-26 

1 The missionaries and followers who were in 

the country of Judea heard that the people who 

were not Jews also had received the Word of 

God.  

2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the Jewish 

followers argued with him.  

3 They said, “Why did you visit those people 

who are not Jews and eat with them?” 

4 Then Peter began to tell all that had happened 

from the beginning to the end. He said,  

5 “While I was praying in the city of Joppa, I 

saw in a dream something coming down from 

heaven. It was like a large linen cloth let down 

by the four corners until it came to me.  

6 As I looked at it, I saw four-footed animals 

and snakes of the earth and birds of the sky.  

7 I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter, 

kill something and eat it.’  

8 But I said, ‘No, Lord! Nothing that is unclean 

has ever gone into my mouth.’     

9 The voice from heaven said the second time, 

‘What God has made clean you must not say is 

unclean.’  

10 This happened three times and then it was 

taken up again to heaven. 

11 “Three men had already come to the house 

where I was staying. They had been sent to me 

from the city of Caesarea.  

12 The Holy Spirit told me to go with them and 

not doubt about going. These six men also went 

with me to this man’s house.  

13 He told us how he had seen an angel in his 

own home. The angel had stood in front of him 

and said, ‘Send men to Joppa to ask for Simon 

Peter.  

14 He will tell you and all your family how you 

can be saved from the punishment of sin.’ 
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 Actions speak louder than words. Have 

you heard this famous phrase? These words 

contain an important idea. The idea is that 

how you act is more important then what you 

say. For example, what a parent says to his 

children matters. Many parents say, “Tell the 

truth.” But it can be even more important for 

a parent to act honestly. If a child hears a 

Bible Text 
Acts 13:1-6a, 13-15, 42-52 

 
Memory Verse 

“...You are to preach so that men over all the 
earth can be saved from the punishment of their 
sins.” (Acts 13:47b) 
  

Word List 
bold: lacking fear in a dangerous situation 
humble: not proud or thinking of yourself as 
better than others 
instructions: statement that describes how to do 
something 
message: an important idea  
opportunity: a chance to do something  
phrase: a group of words that express an idea 
sincere: honest, real and true; not fake or false 

parent say, “Tell the truth,” that is good. But 

what if that same parent finds some money 

and keeps it for himself? That parent’s actions 

show the child something different. They 

show that money is more important than 

honesty.  

 Most of the time, children follow what 

parents do more than what they say. Actions 

matter. This is also true for Christians. Of 

course, our words are important. But there 

comes a time when Christians must act on the 

words they say. The Christians near Jerusalem 

heard true words from teachers like Barnabas 

and Saul. They suffered many hard times for 

believing in Jesus. King Herod hated the 

Christians. Some were put in jail. Others were 

even killed. Things were very hard for them. 

 After some time, God caused King 

Herod to die. After his death, things became a 

little easier for the Christians. During their 

struggles, they learned many important things 

about God. They understood many things 

about God’s message. They knew God’s 

words were good news for all people. But 

now it was time for them to act on God’s 

words. 

 

Do What God’s Spirit Says  

(Acts 13:1-3) 

 When it was time for them to act, the 

church prayed about what to do. Some came 



together to pray and worship. Those who 

came were very different from each other. 

Barnabas was from a Jewish family in Cyprus. 

Simeon was likely from Africa. Lucius came 

from the country of Cyrene. Manaen was part 

of Herod’s family. And Saul used to be a 

Jewish leader who hated Jesus. These men 

were different in many ways. But they all 

wanted one thing that was the same. They 

wanted to know what God would lead them to 

do next. So they decided to go without eating 

food so they could pray better (v. 2).  

 God honored their sincere prayers. 

God’s Holy Spirit gave them special 

instructions. These men did what the Holy 

Spirit showed them to do. They put their 

hands on Barnabas and Saul. They prayed for 

them. Then these Christians sent Barnabas and 

Saul to do the work God called them to do. 

 These men from Antioch looked for 

God’s Holy Spirit to guide them. They waited 

and prayed for the Holy Spirit’s instructions. 

And they followed in the way the Holy Spirit 

led them. They did what God told them. 

 

Go Where God’s Spirit Sends  

(Acts 13:4-6) 

 Barnabas and Paul went where God led 

them. As they left Antioch, God’s Holy Spirit 

directed them to Seleucia. Barnabas and Saul 

were wise. They did not start making their 

own decisions in Seleucia. They kept seeking 

guidance from the Holy Spirit. Each step of 

the way, the Holy Spirit led them. Next, He 

led them to Cyprus and then to Salamis. Later, 

they followed God’s Holy Spirit to Paphos. 

 Paul and Barnabas set an important 

example for Christians. They did not just seek 

God at the start of their journey. When they 

reached Seleucia, they did not make their own 

decision about what to do next. They did not 

lose their focus. They did not get too excited 

about their own ideas. They stayed humble. 

They remembered that God was the one who 

sent them from Antioch. They kept listening 

carefully to God’s Holy Spirit. They did not 

trust their own ideas or understanding of 

things. They knew this was God’s work and 

not theirs. So they preached God’s message in 

each place God told them to preach.  

 

God’s Spirit Makes a Way 

 (Acts 13:13-15) 

 God made a way for Barnabas and Saul 

to go where He told them. They reached Perga 

in Pamphylia before going on to Pisidia. In 

Pisidia, God guided them to act in a certain 

way. On the special Jewish Day of Rest, God 

sent them to the Jews in Pisidia. Saul and 

Barnabas went to the Jewish place of worship. 

God’s Holy Spirit guided the leaders in this 

Jewish place of worship. They invited Saul 

and Barnabas to speak and teach the people.  
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 What an opportunity! Now they had a 

chance to tell God’s message. They could tell 

these Jewish worshippers the good news 

about Jesus. They could tell how Jesus saves 

people from the punishment of sin. The Holy 

Spirit placed Saul and Barnabas with people 

who wanted to hear them speak. The Holy 

Spirit led them there at just the right time to 

share God’s message about Jesus.  

 Even today, Christians who follow the 

Holy Spirit will find the same thing. The 

Holy Spirit makes a way for us to tell others 

about Jesus. 

 

God’s Spirit Makes Us Bold 

 (Acts 13:42-52) 

 God gave Saul another name. He was 

also called Paul. With this new name came 

deep strength from God. The Jews in Pisidia 

saw that Paul was bold in telling about Jesus. 

Some were confused. Some were angry. 

Some wanted to know more. Nearly everyone 

in Pisidia came to hear what Paul and 

Barnabas taught. Paul knew that most Jews 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Do your actions reflect the words you speak? 
 

2. How do you know what to do when it is time to 
act on God’s words? 
 

3. How can people overcome their differences to do 
God’s work together? 
 

4. What discourages you from doing God’s work? 
 

5. What is your church doing to act on God’s words? 
How are you helping in that? 

would reject God’s message about Jesus. Paul 

also understood that God’s message was not 

just for the Jews (vv. 46-47). So Paul listened 

to the Holy Spirit and acted with boldness. 

Because of this, people throughout the land 

placed their faith in Jesus. Many became 

Christians because they saw God’s power in 

Paul and Barnabas’ actions. This brought Paul 

and Barnabas great joy (v. 52). 

 

Things to Remember 

 Paul and Barnabas rejoiced because of 

the work God did through them in Pisidia. But 

they faced many people who worked against 

them. The Jewish religious leaders made them 

leave the city. Still, Paul and Barnabas kept 

acting on God’s words. They kept seeking the 

Holy Spirit. They kept doing the things the 

Holy Spirit told them. They did not stop doing 

the work God gave them. They trusted God to 

help them. Their actions helped spread God’s 

message to many people. 
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Many Jews and others who had become Jews 

followed Paul and Barnabas as they talked to the 

Jews. They told them to keep on trusting in the 

loving-favor of God. 

44 Almost all of the people of the town came to 

hear the Word of God on the next Day of Rest.  

45 The Jews were filled with jealousy when they 

saw so many people. They spoke against the 

things Paul said by saying he was wrong. They 

also spoke against God.  

46 Paul and Barnabas said to the people in plain 

words, “We must preach the Word of God to you 

first. But because you put it aside, you are not 

good enough for life that lasts forever. So we will 

go to the people who are not Jews.  

47 The Lord gave us a work to do. He said, ‘You 

are to be a light to the people who are not Jews. 

You are to preach so that men over all the earth 

can be saved from the punishment of their sins.’” 

48 The people who were not Jews were glad when 

they heard this. They were thankful for the Word 

of God. Those who were chosen for life that lasts 

forever believed.  

49 The Word of God was preached over all that 

land. 

50 The Jews worked on the feelings of the women 

who were religious and respected. They worked 

on the leading men of the city also. They worked 

against Paul and Barnabas and made them leave 

their city. 

51 But Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off from 

their feet against them and went to the city of 

Iconium.  

52 The missionaries were filled with joy and with 

the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 13:1-6a, 13-15, 42-52 

1 In the church in the city of Antioch there were 

preachers and teachers. They were Barnabas, 

Simeon Niger, Lucius of the country of Cyrene, 

Manaen of Herod’s family, and Saul.  

2 While they were worshiping the Lord and 

eating no food so they could pray better, the Holy 

Spirit said, “Let Barnabas and Saul be given to 

Me for the work I have called them to.” 

3 These preachers and teachers went without 

food during that time and prayed. Then they laid 

their hands on Barnabas and Saul and sent them 

away.  

4 They were sent by the Holy Spirit to the city of 

Seleucia. From there they went by ship to the 

island of Cyprus.  

5 When they went to shore at the city of Salamis, 

they preached the Word of God in the Jewish 

place of worship. John Mark was with them as 

their helper. 

6 They went over Cyprus as far as the city of 

Paphos.  

 

13 Paul and those with him went by ship from 

Paphos to the city of Perga in the country of 

Pamphylia. John Mark did not go with them but 

went back to Jerusalem. 

14 From Perga they went on to the city of 

Antioch in the country of Pisidia. On the Day of 

Rest they went into the Jewish place of worship 

and sat down.  

15 After the leaders had read from the Jewish 

Law and the writings of the early preachers, they 

sent to them saying, “Brothers, if you have any 

word of comfort and help for the people, say it 

now.” 

 

42 As Paul and Barnabas went out of the Jewish 

place of worship, the people asked them to talk 

about these things on the next Day of Rest. 

43 The people went from the place of worship. 
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 Julie was a new Christian. She visited a 

friend’s church. Later, she heard something 

upsetting from her friend. The pastor’s wife 

talked to Julie’s friend. The pastor’s wife 

criticized Julie for wearing makeup. She felt 

strongly that Christian women should not do 

this. She felt that makeup did not show the 

kind of beauty that God wants. Julie was 

confused. Did wearing makeup mean she was 

not a Christian? 

 The pastor’s wife based her belief 

about makeup on the Bible. 1 Peter 3:3-4 

says: “Do not let your beauty come from the 

outside...Your beauty should come from the 

inside. It should come from the heart.” But 

these verses do not mention makeup. The 

pastor’s wife only described a religious rule 

some people follow.  

 There are religious rules about many 

things. Some tell people what to wear. Some 

tell people what to eat. Some tell people 

where to live. Some even tell people how to 

talk. However, following religious rules does 

not make someone a Christian. Only faith in 

Jesus makes someone a Christian.  

 Salvation is a free gift that is only 

offered through Jesus. Religious rules and 

teachings can never save someone from the 

punishment of sin. This is a hard thing for 

people to understand. The first Christians 

living in Paul’s time struggled to understand 

this, too.  

 

Questions About Religious Rules 

(Acts 15:1-5) 

 Paul and Barnabas came back from an 

important trip (Acts 13-14). The church in 

Antioch sent them on a journey to tell others 

about Jesus. God helped them on this journey. 

They told many people how Jesus could save 

them from the punishment of sin. They told 

God’s message about Jesus to the Jews in 
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Bible Text 
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“We believe it is by the loving-favor of the Lord 
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Word List 
criticized: to disapprove someone’s actions or 
behavior 
makeup: beauty products for a woman’s face 
resurrection: to come alive again after dying 
salvation: being saved from punishment of sin 



many cities. They also told God’s message to 

people who were not Jews. Both Jews and 

people who were not Jews believed in Jesus. 

 Jews and people who were not Jews 

lived in different ways. Jewish people 

followed many religious rules. Some rules 

were taught by Moses. Many rules were made 

by people long after Moses. They had rules 

about work. They had rules about food. They 

had rules about worship. There were also 

special rules about becoming a Jew. A man 

had to do a special religious act to become a 

Jew. People who were not Jews did not 

understand these kinds of religious rules. 

 Christians who were Jews argued with 

Christians who were not Jews. Jewish 

religious leaders thought people who were not 

Jews should follow the religious rules. They 

said people must go through the religious act 

of becoming a Jew. They said people must do 

this before they believed in Jesus.  

 People who were not Jews were 

confused. Some of the Jewish Christians were  

“proud religious law-keepers” (v. 5). They 

wanted the new Christians who were not Jews 

to do two things. They wanted them to go 

through the religious act of becoming a Jew. 

They also wanted them to keep the religious 

rules Moses gave the Jews and the many 

added rules made by men. This is not what 

Paul and Barnabas taught them.  

 Paul and Barnabas taught that only 

faith in Jesus could save people from the 

punishment of sin. They taught that Jesus 

died on the cross. They taught that Jesus 

came to life again. They taught that only 

faith in Jesus was needed. Only Jesus’ death 

and resurrection could save people from 

the punishment of sin.  

 The church in Antioch understood the 

truth about God’s message. They did not 

want the new Christians to believe wrong 

things. They sent Paul and Barnabas to meet 

with the Jewish leaders who were teaching 

wrong things. Paul and Barnabas wanted to 

remind the Jewish leaders the truth about 

God’s message. Religious rules did not save 

people from the punishment of sin. God’s 

message about Jesus was for all people. It 

was not just for people who followed 

religious rules. 

  

God’s Loving-Favor  

(Acts 15:6-12) 

 Paul and Barnabas knew the truth 

about religious rules. They both followed 

Jewish religious rules before following 

Jesus. They understood religious rules better 

than most people. But Paul and Barnabas 

also understood the truth about Jesus. So the 

church in Antioch sent them to the Jewish 

religious leaders in Jerusalem. 
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 Peter came to Jerusalem, too. He told 

about the powerful things God did among the  

people who were not Jews.  He reminded the 

Jewish religious leaders that Jews and people 

who were not Jews were the same. Everyone 

is saved from the punishment of sin the same 

way. Through Jesus, God showed His loving-

favor to everyone. Because of God’s loving-

favor, He gave the Holy Spirit to all 

Christians. The Holy Spirit did powerful 

works through the new Christians who were 

not Jews. They did not have to do special 

religious acts to experience God’s power. 

This was because of God’s loving-favor.  

 

An Important Letter 

(Acts 15:22-29) 

 The leaders in Jerusalem did not agree 

about everything. But they agreed about what 

was most important. They did not want 

Christians to keep on arguing about religious 

rules. So they chose some men to return to 

Antioch and write a special letter. This letter 

was carried to new Christians in many places.  

 This letter was written to stop the 

arguing. It told about things that were 

important for all Christians. It told Jewish 

Christians not to make things hard for Jews 

who were not Christians. It told Jews who 

were not Christians about two important 

Jewish rules that pleased God. Christians who 

were not Jews should stay away from 

worshipping false gods (vv. 20, 29). They 

should also keep away from sex sins (vv. 20, 

29). These things would help all Christians 

honor God and serve Him together. By 

serving together, they could tell even more 

people about Jesus. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Following rules can never save people 

from the punishment of sin. Only Jesus can do 

that. The Jewish religious rules never saved 

anyone. They only showed what kind of 

actions honor God. Christians place their faith 

in Jesus to save them from the punishment of 

sin. Faith in Jesus makes us want to honor 

God. When Christians do this, everyone will 

know about the loving-favor of God.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. In your life, have you followed religious rules? 
Why or why not? 
 

2. When Christians argue, what effect does it 
have? 
 

3. What can you learn from the Christians who 
met in Jerusalem about handling disagreements ? 
 

4. How is God’s loving-favor different from 
following religious rules? 



from the punishment of sin the same way.” 

12 All those who were gathered together said 

nothing. They listened to Paul and Barnabas who 

told of the powerful works God had done through 

them among the people who are not Jews. 
 

22 Then the missionaries and the church leaders 

and the whole church chose some men from 

among them. They were to be sent to the city of 

Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose 

Judas Barsabbas and Silas. These men were 

leaders among the Christians. 

23 They sent them with this letter: “The 

missionaries and church leaders and Christians 

greet the brothers who are not Jews in Antioch and 

Syria and Cilicia.  

24 We have heard that some from our group have 

troubled you and have put doubt in your minds. 

They said that you must go through the religious 

act of becoming a Jew and you must keep the Law 

of Moses. We did not tell them to say these 

things.  

25 All of us have wanted to send men to you with 

our much-loved Paul and Barnabas. 

26 Their lives have been in danger for the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 So now we send Judas and Silas to you. They 

will tell you the same things.  

28 It pleased the Holy Spirit and us to ask you to 

do nothing more than these things that have to be 

done.  

29 You are to keep away from everything that is 

given to gods. Do not eat blood or meat from 

animals that have been killed in ways against the 

Law. Keep away from sex sins. If you keep 

yourselves free from these things you will do well. 

Good-by.” 

Acts 15:1-12, 22-29 

1 Some men came down from the country of 

Judea and started to teach the Christians. They 

said, “Unless you go through the religious act of 

becoming a Jew as Moses taught, you cannot be 

saved from the punishment of sin.”  

2 Paul and Barnabas argued with them. Then 

Paul and Barnabas and some other men were 

chosen to go up to Jerusalem. They were to talk 

to the missionaries and church leaders about this 

teaching.  

3 The church sent them on their way. They went 

through the countries of Phoenicia and Samaria 

and told how those who were not Jews were 

turning to God. This made the Christians very 

happy. 

4 When they got to Jerusalem, the church and the 

missionaries and the church leaders were glad to 

see them. Paul and Barnabas told them what God 

had done through them. 

5 Some of the Christians there had been proud 

religious law-keepers. They got up and said, 

“Doing the religious act of becoming a Jew and 

keeping the Law of Moses are two things that 

must be done.”  

6 The missionaries and church leaders got 

together to talk about this.  

7 After a long time of much talking, Peter got up 

and said to them, “Brothers, you know in the 

early days God was pleased to use me to preach 

the Good News to the people who are not Jews so 

they might put their trust in Christ.  

8 God knows the hearts of all men. He showed 

them they were to have His loving-favor by 

giving them the Holy Spirit the same as He gave 

to us.  

9 He has made no difference between them and 

us. They had their hearts made clean when they 

put their trust in Him also.  

10 Why do you test God by putting too heavy a 

load on the back of the followers? It was too 

heavy for our fathers or for us to carry.  

11 We believe it is by the loving-favor of the 

Lord Jesus that we are saved. They are saved 
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 A recent magazine article in 

Christianity Today told about Christians in 

India. In November 2016, Jeremy Weber 

wrote about Christians in India who suffer for 

God’s message. He said that more than 11,000 

Christians in India reported suffering for 

God’s message in 2015. They reported many 

kinds of persecution. Some pastors were 

beaten. Some churches were attacked. Some 

Bible Text 
Acts 16:11-34 

 
Memory Verse 

“...Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and you 
and your family will be saved from the 
punishment of sin.” (Acts 16:31) 
 

Word List 
common: done by many people 
escaped: got away from danger 
guard: one who watches or protects something 
mocked: made fun of 
persecution: suffering or mistreatment for what 
one believes 
rejected: refused to believe or accept 

Christians were robbed. It is common for 

Christians in India to suffer in many different 

ways. Even so, many in India are telling 

God’s message about Jesus. Many are placing 

their faith in Jesus to save them from the 

punishment of sin. In India, many people are 

becoming Christians. The church is growing 

in India. 

 Things are different in the United 

States. It is not common for Christians to be 

beaten. It is not common for churches to be 

attacked. American Christians are not usually 

mistreated like this. But there are some forms 

of persecution in the United States. American 

Christians are sometimes mocked for their 

beliefs. They are sometimes pressured to turn 

away from Jesus. All Christians must decide 

one important question about their faith. Will I 

follow Jesus even when it brings me 

suffering? The Christians who lived during 

Paul’s time asked this question, too.  

 

Some Accept God’s Message 

(Acts 16:11-15) 

 The church in Antioch sent Paul and 

Barnabas on a special trip to tell others about 

Jesus. Later, the men met with religious 

leaders in Jerusalem. After this, Paul thought 

he should visit the new Christians they 

preached to on their earlier trip. This time, 

Paul took Silas with him on the journey. Their 

visit led them to the city of Philippi (v. 12).  
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 Everywhere they went, they kept telling 

God’s message about Jesus. In Philippi, they 

met a woman named Lydia. Lydia heard 

God’s message about Jesus. She placed her 

faith in Jesus to save her from the punishment 

of sin. Her whole family did the same thing (v. 

15). Then they invited Paul and Silas to stay 

with them. They did this because they wanted 

the men to keep preaching. They wanted other 

people to hear God’s message about Jesus. 

 God’s message is a powerful one. It 

requires a response from those who hear it. 

Lydia and her family responded with faith in 

Jesus. They were saved from the punishment 

of sin. Their lives were never the same. 

 
Some Go Against God’s Message 

(Acts 16:16-21) 

 Paul and Silas stayed with Lydia. They 

kept telling God’s message about Jesus to 

people in Philippi. They met a servant girl 

who could tell the future because of power 

from demons. The girl’s owner made a lot of 

money because of her power to tell the future. 

The servant girl with the demon followed Paul 

and troubled him. So Paul prayed and made 

the demon come out of her. 

 The girl’s owner was angry about this. 

Now he could not keep making money from 

the girl’s demonic power. So the owner made 

trouble for Paul and Silas. He said they were 

teaching things that were against Roman laws.  

 This man was different from Lydia. He 

heard God’s message about Jesus from Paul. 

But he did not place his faith in Jesus. His 

heart was full of pride and anger. He only 

cared about making money. He did not care 

about being saved from the punishment of sin. 

So he rejected the truth about Jesus. He went 

against the truth of God’s message. He 

worked against Paul and Silas because they 

were telling others about Jesus. 

  

Some Suffer for God’s Message 

(Acts 16:22-24) 

 Soon many other people were saying 

things against Paul and Silas. People gathered 

around them. They took off Paul and Silas’ 

clothes. Then people beat Paul and Silas. 

Later Roman soldiers came and put them men 

in prison. They wanted to make sure the men 

did not escape. So they put Paul and Silas in 

the deepest part of the prison. And they tied 

each man’s feet to a piece of wood so he 

could not move.  

 What did Paul and Silas do wrong? 

Why were they suffering this way? It is true 

that many people suffer for God’s message. 

God’s message makes many people angry. 

They do not like to be called sinners. They do 

not think they need to be saved. They do not 

believe that God sent Jesus to save people 

from the punishment of sin. Instead they 
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believe in false gods. They fight against the 

truth about Jesus. They work against God’s 

message and the people who tell it. Many 

Christians suffer like Paul and Silas did. 

 

God’s Message Has Power  

(Acts 16:25-34) 

 Prison did not change things much for 

Paul and Silas. Maybe they could not move. 

Maybe they were in a dark prison room. But 

they could still worship God. They could still 

tell others about Jesus. Paul and Silas knew 

that God’s message was powerful. The other 

prisoners quickly learned this, too. The 

prisoners heard Paul and Silas’ words and 

songs and prayers. While Paul and Silas 

worshipped and prayed, God showed His 

power. God caused an earthquake. The prison 

doors fell down and everyone’s chains fell 

off. 

   When this happened, the prison guard 

was afraid. He thought the people in prison 

would get out. He knew the soldiers would 

kill him if the prisoners escaped. So the prison 

guard decided to kill himself. Paul watched 

him pull out his sword. Paul yelled out to stop 

him. The guard saw that the prisoners were 

still there!  

 The guard knew Paul told God’s 

message in prison. He knew God’s power 

caused these things to happen. He was afraid. 

So he asked Paul, “What must I do to be 

saved?” Then, the guard placed his faith in 

Jesus to save him from the punishment of sin. 

Later, the guard’s whole family heard God’s 

powerful message and did the same thing.  

  

Things to Remember 

 What happened in prison made Paul and 

Silas joyful! They suffered because of God’s 

message about Jesus. But that did not stop the 

power of God’s message. Both Lydia and the 

prison guard learned about God’s power. 

God’s message is powerful even when we 

suffer. Because of that, Christians must not let 

suffering keep them from telling God’s 

message. If Christians are faithful to tell 

God’s message, people will see God’s strong 

power to save! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you know someone who has suffered for 
telling God’s message about Jesus? 
 

2. What do you think the prisoners thought when 
Paul and Silas worshipped and prayed in prison? 
 

3. How would you reply to this question: “What must 
I do to be saved?” 
 

4. How can you support someone who is suffering 
because of their faith in Jesus?  



are not allowed to follow.” 

22 Many people had gathered around Paul and 

Silas. They were calling out things against them. 

The leaders had the clothes of Paul and Silas taken 

off and had them beaten with sticks.  

23 After they had hit them many times, they put 

Paul and Silas in prison. The soldiers told the man 

who watched the prison to be sure to keep them 

from getting away. 

24 Because of this, they were put in the inside 

room of the prison and their feet were put in 

pieces of wood that held them. 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 

and singing songs of thanks to God. The other 

men in prison were listening to them.  

26 All at once the earth started to shake. The 

stones under the prison shook and the doors 

opened. The chains fell off from everyone. 

27 The man who watched the prison woke up. He 

saw the prison doors wide open and thought the 

men in prison had gotten away. At once he pulled 

out his sword to kill himself.  

28 But Paul called to him, “Do not hurt yourself. 

We are all here!”  

29 The man who watched the prison called for a 

light. Then he ran in and got down in front of Paul 

and Silas. He was shaking with fear.  

30 As he took them outside, he said, “Sirs, what 

must I do to be saved?” 

31 They said, “Put your trust in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you and your family will be saved from 

the punishment of sin.” 

32 Then Paul spoke the Word of God to him and 

his family.  

33 It was late at night, but the man who watched 

the prison took Paul and Silas in and washed the 

places on their bodies where they were hurt. Right 

then he and his family were baptized.  

34 He took Paul and Silas to his house and gave 

them food. He and all his family were full of joy 

for having put their trust in God. 

 

 

Acts 16:11-34 

11 We took a ship from the city of Troas to the 

city of Samothracia. The next day we went to the 

city of Neapolis.  

12 From there we went to the city of Philippi. 

This was an important city in Macedonia. It was 

ruled by the leaders of the country of Rome. We 

stayed here for some days.  

13 On the Day of Rest we went outside the city to 

a place down by the river. We thought people 

would be gathering there for prayer. Some 

women came and we sat down and talked to 

them.  

14 One of the women who listened sold purple 

cloth. She was from the city of Thyatira. Her 

name was Lydia and she was a worshiper of God. 

The Lord opened her heart to hear what Paul 

said.  

15 When she and her family had been baptized, 

she said to us, “If you think I am faithful to the 

Lord, come and stay at my house.” She kept on 

asking. Then we went with her. 

16 One day as we were going to the place to pray, 

we met a servant-girl who could tell what was 

going to happen in the future by a demon she 

had. Her owner made much money from her 

power.  

17 She followed Paul and us crying out, “These 

are servants of the Highest God. They are telling 

you how to be saved from the punishment of 

sin.”  

18 She did this many days. Paul was troubled. 

Then he turned and said to the demon in her, “In 

the name of Jesus Christ, I speak to you. Come 

out of her!” At once it left her. 

19 The girl’s owners saw that they could not 

make money with her anymore. Then they took 

hold of Paul and Silas and dragged them to the 

leaders. This happened in the center of town 

where people gather. 

20 After they brought them in front of the 

leaders, they said, “These men are Jews and are 

making a lot of trouble in our city.  

21 They are teaching a religion that we Romans 
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 Shoot for the moon. Dream big. Aim 

high. Raise the bar. Reach for the stars. 

These are five different English phrases. How 

are they different? Each phrase creates a 

different word picture for the reader. It is 

clear that shooting, dreaming, aiming, raising, 

and reaching are very different actions. But 

these phrases all describe one thing. These 

phrases describe the idea of working hard to 

achieve something difficult. Sometimes there 

is more than one way to tell the same 

message. 

 People have many different ways of 

life. They have different experiences.  They 

can relate to different things. A person who 

works with guns understands shooting and 

aiming. An athlete who does the high jump 

understands the use of a bar. A person who 

studies the sky knows the distance between 

earth and the stars. Different words make 

sense to different people in different ways. 

 In the Book of Acts, Paul worked hard 

to tell God’s message to different people. Paul 

told people that only Jesus can save people 

from the punishment of sin. All of Paul’s 

words told the same message. But Paul did 

not always use the same words. Paul used 

different ways to tell God’s message to many 

people. He knew that God’s message would 

lead many people to place their faith in Jesus. 

He knew it was his responsibility to tell 

God’s message to different people. Christians 

today have the same responsibility. 

 

Telling God’s Message in Berea  

(Acts 17:10-12) 

 Paul and Silas went to Berea to tell 

God’s message about Jesus. Many times, 

people who heard God’s message became 

angry. In many places, these angry people 

made trouble for Paul and Silas. But the 

Jewish people in Berea were different. They 
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listened to Paul without becoming angry. 

Because Paul knew the Jewish way of life, he 

could talk in ways they understood. They 

wanted to know more about the things Paul 

taught them.  

 The Bereans thought carefully about the 

words Paul spoke. They wanted to know if his 

words were true. They thought about God’s 

words in the Holy Writings. They studied 

God’s Holy Writings to see if what Paul 

taught was true. Many understood that Paul’s 

words were a message from God. Many of 

them placed their faith in Jesus to save them 

from the punishment of sin. It pleased Paul 

that so many believed the truth about God’s 

message. He was filled with much joy. 

 The Bereans were wise people. They 

searched God’s Holy Writings to help them 

understand what was true. Their wisdom led 

them to have faith in Jesus. All Christians 

should look to God’s words in the Bible to 

understand what is true. God’s Word is the 

source of all truth. It never changes. It never 

fails. It always leads to truth. God’s message 

will always agree with His words in the Bible. 

 

Taking God’s Message to New Places  

(Acts 17:16-21) 

 Paul left Berea and went to Athens. 

Paul waited for Silas and Timothy to join him 

there. While he waited, he prayed for the 

people in Athens. He saw that the people in 

Athens worshipped many false gods (v. 16). 

He knew they did not worship the One True 

God. He knew they had not heard God’s 

message about Jesus. He talked to many 

people in Athens each day (v. 17).  

 Every time Paul talked, he told God’s 

message about Jesus. Some men argued with 

him. They did not believe Paul’s words. They 

did not want to place their faith in Jesus to 

save them from the punishment of sin. They 

did not want to stop sinning. Instead, they 

wanted to have all the fun they could in life.  

 Paul also talked with another group of 

people. This group argued with him, too. Like 

the first group, they did not believe Paul’s 

words. They thought they were very wise men 

who did not need Jesus to save them. When 

Paul told them God’s message about Jesus, 

they thought it was very strange. They did not 

believe Jesus died and came to life again. 

They thought this was foolish. They did not 

place their faith in Jesus to save them from the 

punishment of sin. 

 The two groups in Athens were 

different from each other. Both groups were 

certainly different from the people Paul met in 

Berea. Paul was in a new place with new 

people who had new ideas. But Paul knew 

God had just one message for all people. Paul 

knew another thing, too. It was his job to tell 

God’s message about Jesus to different people 

everywhere. 
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 Telling God’s Message in Athens  

(Acts 17:22-34) 

 Athens was a different kind of place. 

Many people came there from far away. They 

liked to use their time to talk and hear about 

new or different things (v. 21). Paul talked to 

them in a different way than he talked to the 

Bereans. Paul knew people in Athens 

worshipped many gods. He also knew about a 

special place in Athens. This was an altar 

built in honor “TO THE GOD WHO IS NOT 

KNOWN.”  

 People in Athens worshipped a God 

they did not know. Paul wanted them to 

understand that the God they did not know 

was the One True God. Paul told them that 

God made everything in the world (v. 24). He 

told them that God gives life and wants 

people to know Him (v. 27). Paul told the 

people in Athens how God punishes sin. Then 

he told them how God sent Jesus to save 

people from the punishment of sin.  

 People in Athens did not know the One 

God like the Bereans did. Paul knew they 

must learn about the One True God. Then they 

could listen to God’s message about Jesus. So 

Paul used different words to talk to the people 

in Athens. His words were different, but Paul 

told the same message in Athens that he did in 

Berea. Some people laughed at Paul. Other 

people wanted to talk with Paul again. Even in 

a new place like Athens, Paul worked 

faithfully. He told God’s message to everyone. 

 

Things to Remember 

 The people in Berea were Jews like 

Paul. The people in Athens were very 

different from Paul. Paul did not let these 

differences stop him from telling about Jesus. 

Paul knew that all people everywhere need to 

place their faith in Jesus. Then they may be 

saved from the punishment of sin. Christians 

can follow Paul’s strong example wherever 

they go. God’s message is more important 

than any differences people have between 

them. We can tell God’s message to everyone! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. When you want to know the truth about 
something, where do you turn for answers? 
 

2. Is it hard for you to talk with people who are 
different from you? Why or why not? 
 

3. Why is God’s message about Jesus important for 
all people? 
 

4. What can Christians learn from Paul’s example in 
Athens? 



24 “The God Who made the world and everything 

in it is the Lord of heaven and earth. He does not 

live in buildings made by hands.  

25 No one needs to care for Him as if He needed 

anything. He is the One who gives life and breath 

and everything to everyone.  

26 He made from one blood all nations who live 

on the earth. He set the times and places where 

they should live. 

27 “They were to look for God. Then they might 

feel after Him and find Him because He is not far 

from each one of us.  

28 It is in Him that we live and move and keep on 

living. Some of your own men have written, ‘We 

are God’s children.’  

29 If we are God’s children, we should not think 

of Him as being like gold or silver or stone. Such 

gods made of gold or silver or stone are planned 

by men and are made by them. 

30 “God did not remember these times when 

people did not know better. But now He tells all 

men everywhere to be sorry for their sins and to 

turn from them.  

31 He has set a day when He will say in the right 

way if the people of the world are guilty. This will 

be done by Jesus Christ, the One He has chosen. 

God has proven this to all men by raising Jesus 

Christ from the dead.” 

32 Some people laughed and made fun when they 

heard Paul speak of Christ being raised from the 

dead. Others said, “We want to listen to you again 

about this.”  

33 So Paul went away from the people.  

34 Some people followed him and became 

Christians. One was Dionysius, a leader in the 

city. A woman named Damaris believed. And 

there were others also. 

Acts 17:10-12, 16-34 

10 At once the Christians sent Paul and Silas 

away at night to the city of Berea. When they got 

there, they went to the Jewish place of worship. 

11 These Jews were more willing to understand 

than those in the city of Thessalonica. They were 

very glad to hear the Word of God, and they 

looked into the Holy Writings to see if those 

things were true.  

12 Many of them became Christians. Some of 

them were respected Greek women and men.   
 

16 While Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy 

in Athens, his spirit was troubled as he saw the 

whole city worshiping false gods.  

17 He talked to the Jews and other people who 

were worshiping in the Jewish place of worship. 

Every day he talked with people who gathered in 

the center of town. 

18 Some men from two different groups were 

arguing with Paul. The one group thought that 

men might as well get all the fun out of life that 

they can. The other group thought that wisdom 

alone makes men happy. Some of them said, 

“This man has lots of little things to talk about. 

They are not important. What is he trying to 

say?” Others said, “He preaches about strange 

gods.” It was because he preached of Jesus and of 

His being raised from the dead. 

19 Then they took him to Mars’ Hill and said, 

“We want to hear of this new teaching of yours.  

20 Some of the things you are telling us are 

strange to our ears. We want to know what these 

things mean.”  

21 The people of Athens and those visiting from 

far countries used all their time in talking or 

hearing some new thing.  

22 Then Paul stood up on Mars’ Hill and said, 

“Men of Athens, I see how very religious you are 

in every way. 

23 As I was walking around and looking at the 

things you worship, I found an altar where you 

worship with the words written on it, TO THE 

GOD WHO IS NOT KNOWN. You are 

worshiping Him without knowing Him. He is the 

One I will tell you about. 
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 Most people have many kinds of  

relationships. People are connected in many 

different ways. We have family relationships. 

People are usually very connected to their 

parents, spouses, siblings, and children. Most 

families live together and share each others’ 

lives.  

 Another kind of relationship is a 

friendship. We care deeply for our friends. 

We often connect with friends because of 

things we have in common. Sometimes we 

connect with friends because they have 

qualities we admire.  

 We also have relationships with people 

at work or at school. Often, we spend many 

hours with co-workers or classmates. We are 

connected with them by the jobs we do or 

schools we attend. Sometimes these 

connections become friendships. 

 Relationships are important to God. 

That is because relationships involve people. 

People are very important to God because He 

made them and loves them.  God’s message 

has a special way of connecting people 

together. When Christians work together to 

tell God’s message, they have a strong 

connection. In addition, Christians work to 

connect with new people so they can tell them 

about Jesus.   

 In the Book of Acts, Paul experienced 

these special kinds of connections. He often 

worked with others to tell people about Jesus. 

And Paul always looked to connect with new 

people who needed to hear God’s message. 

Paul had deep feelings for people. He loved 

people with God’s strong love. His love for 

people set an important example for all 

Christians to follow. 
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Telling God’s Message Together  

(Acts 20:1-7) 

 Paul went to many places telling others 

about Jesus. He spent three years in Ephesus  

telling God’s message about Jesus. Then he 

left for Greece (v. 2) . Paul did not do this 

alone (v. 4). This was normal for Paul. In the 

past he worked with men like Barnabas, John 

Mark, and Silas. In Greece, Paul worked with 

Sopater, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, Tychicus, 

and Trophimus (v. 4). He knew the 

importance of working together to tell God’s 

message. 

 Telling other people about Jesus is not 

easy work. Many times, God’s message about 

Jesus made people angry. Some did not want 

to place their faith in Jesus. They worked 

against the people who told about Jesus. These 

kinds of people tried to hurt Paul many times. 

This happened to him in Greece, too. Paul 

faced many hard things for telling God’s 

message. 

 It is good that Paul worked with others. 

It is good that Paul did not work alone. It  

would be easy for one person to lose courage 

in a time like this. It would be easy for one 

person to give up. It would be easy for one 

person to stop telling God’s message about 

Jesus. Paul understood that working alone was 

dangerous. He knew it was important to work 

with others in order to tell God’s message. 

 When people work together they give 

each other courage. They keep each other 

strong. They support each other and share the 

work. This way one person does not become 

too tired or weak. This way the work of telling 

God’s message does not stop. This way 

people keep hearing about Jesus.  

 

Paul’s Love and God’s Message  

(Acts 20:17-21) 

 From Greece, Paul later went to 

Miletus. When he was there, he gathered the 

church workers from Ephesus together. He 

wanted to remind them of  some important 

things about God’s message. Paul reminded 

them to follow his example (v. 18). Paul 

worked hard to tell people about Jesus. His 

heart was not full of pride. He did not focus 

on himself. Instead he focused on other 

people. He focused on telling them God’s 

message. He loved people by telling them the 

truth about Jesus. He knew that only Jesus 

could save people from the punishment of sin. 

He wanted all people to turn away from their 

sins and trust in Jesus (v. 21).  

 God loves people. Paul knew this. 

Because God loves people, He sent Jesus. 

God wants all people to be saved from the 

punishment of sin. Because God loves people, 

Christians should love other people, too. Paul 

showed Christians that it is important to love 

people by telling them God’s message. 
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Paul’s Care for His Christian Brothers  

(Acts 20:28-32, 36-38) 

 Paul loved other Christians, too. He 

knew that Christians need each other. He 

spoke loving words to the Christians from 

Ephesus before he left them. He told them to 

live carefully (v. 28). He supported their 

leadership (v. 28). He told them to care for 

the people of the church. God loves the 

people of His church. By caring for each 

other, they would honor God. 

 Paul had strong feelings for the 

Christians in Ephesus. He wanted to take care 

of them even after he was gone. So he warned 

them of dangers they would face. He 

reminded them to follow his teachings 

closely. He told them about his tears for them 

(v. 31). The tears showed how much Paul 

loved them.   

 The Christians from Ephesus had a 

strong love for Paul, too. They cried when he 

left. They hugged Paul and kissed him. This 

showed the strong relationship Paul had with 

the Christians in Ephesus. God’s message 

about Jesus brought Paul and the Ephesians 

close together. This is the special kind of 

closeness that Christians share. 

 

Things to Remember 

 From the beginning of the Bible to the 

end, God shows that relationships are 

important. God created people because he 

wanted to share a relationship with them. He 

made Adam and Eve to have a relationship 

with each other. Through Adam and Eve, God 

started families so they could know and care 

for their members. Later, God’s message 

about Jesus connected Christians together.  

 Close relationships with people were 

very important to Paul. People helped him in 

his work. He built relationships with people so 

they would listen to and trust what he told 

them about Jesus. Paul’s relationship with 

God gave him the courage to tell people about 

Jesus, even when it was hard.  

 People cannot live without 

relationships. People need God. And people 

need each other. This is certainly true for 

Christians. Christians must work together and 

build relationships to tell God’s message 

about Jesus. When Christians do this, many 

people will place their faith in Jesus. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why are relationships important to God? 
 

2. Do you enjoy working alone or with a team? Why? 
 

3. Name some reasons Paul worked with other 
Christians to tell people about Jesus. 
 

4. How can you build relationships with people who 
need to know about Jesus? 
 

5. How can you connect with other Christians who 
want to share God’s message about Jesus? 



help to you. I taught you in open meetings and 

from house to house.  

21 I preached to the Jews and to the Greeks. I 

told them to turn from their sin to God and to 

put their trust in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

28 Keep a careful watch over yourselves and 

over the church. The Holy Spirit has made you 

its leaders. Feed and care for the church of God. 

He bought it with His own blood. 

29 “Yes, I know that when I am gone, hungry 

wolves will come in among you. They will try to 

destroy the church.  

30 Also men from your own group will begin to 

teach things that are not true. They will get men 

to follow them.  

31 I say again, keep watching! Remember that 

for three years I taught everyone of you night 

and day, even with tears. 

32 “And now, my brothers, I give you over to 

God and to the word of His love. It is able to 

make you strong and to give you what you are to 

have, along with all those who are set apart for 

God.  

 

36 As he finished talking, he got down on his 

knees and prayed with them all.  

37 They cried and put their arms around Paul 

and kissed him.  

38 What made them sad most of all was he said 

that they would never see his face again. Then 

they went with him to the ship. 

Acts 20:1-7, 17-21, 28-32, 36-38 

1 When the noise had come to an end, Paul 

called the followers to him. He spoke words of 

comfort and then said good-bye. He left to go 

to the country of Macedonia.  

2 As he went through those parts of the 

country, he spoke words of comfort and help to 

the Christians. Then he went on to the country 

of Greece.  

3 He stayed there three months. As he was 

about to get on a ship for the country of Syria, 

he learned that the Jews had made a plan to 

take him. He changed his plans and went back 

through Macedonia.  

4 Some men were going along with him. They 

were Sopater of the city of Berea, Aristarchus 

and Secundus of the city of Thessalonica, Gaius 

of the city of Derbe, and Timothy and Tychicus 

and Trophimus of the countries of Asia.  

5 They went on to the city of Troas and waited 

there for us.  

6 After the supper of bread without yeast we 

got on a ship in the city of Philippi. We met 

these men at Troas. It took five days to get 

there and we stayed one week. 

7 On the first day of the week we met together 

to eat the Lord’s supper. Paul talked to them. 

He thought he would leave the next day, so he 

kept on talking until twelve o’clock at night.  

 

17 From Miletus he sent word to Ephesus. He 

asked the leaders of the church to come to him.  

18 When they got there, he said to them, “From 

the first day that I came to Asia you have seen 

what my life has been like.  

19 I worked for the Lord without pride. 

Because of the trouble the Jews gave me, I have 

had many tears.  

20 I always told you everything that would be a 
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 There are many forces in nature. Ocean 

waves push against sand beaches when the 

tide comes in. Strong winds blow against 

trees that bend and break. Heavy rain pounds 

against the ground and washes roads away. 

Sometimes the ground itself shakes and 

knocks over tall buildings. These are 

powerful forces.  

 The physical forces of nature are not 

the only kinds of forces. Spiritual forces have 

power in this world, too. For example, there is 

power in God’s message about Jesus. For 

2,000 years, people have tried to stop God’s 

message. They have killed people who tell 

God’s message about Jesus. They have 

destroyed books that tell God’s message. 

They have made laws against talking about 

God’s message. They have even made laws 

against believing in Jesus. But God’s message 

about Jesus is still strong in the world today. 

 Christians are still telling God’s 

message to people who need to know about 

Jesus. And people are still placing their faith 

in Jesus to save them from the punishment of 

sin. It is happening all over the world today. 

God’s message about Jesus is a strong force. 

It cannot be stopped. It is full of God’s power. 

God’s power is stronger than any other. In 

fact, all other powers were made by Him. In 

the Book of Acts, many people felt the power 

of God’s message.  

 

Paul Has Trouble  

(Acts 23:11, 25:12) 

 Over time, Paul told God’s message 

about Jesus in many places. After some years, 

Paul went back to Jerusalem. At first, things 

were good. The Christians there were happy 

to see him (21:17). But then things changed. 

Some Jews made trouble for Paul. They said 

his teachings were not true. They did not 

believe that faith in Jesus saved people from 
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the punishment of sin. They were angry at 

Paul for teaching this. They wanted to kill him 

(22:22, 25:3, 26:21). The Roman soldiers took 

Paul away because of the trouble he caused 

among the Jews (22:24).   

 These were hard times for Paul. The 

Jews argued about what to do with him. The 

Roman soldiers kept Paul in their building 

(23:10). He did not know what would happen. 

But God spoke to Paul. God said Paul would 

live to tell about Jesus in Rome (23:11). Later, 

the soldiers sent Paul away to Caesarea  

because he was a Roman citizen and the Jews 

planned to kill him (23:23-30). The Romans 

would decide what should happen to Paul. 

 

Paul’s Trouble Cannot Stop  

God’s Message (Acts 28:16-24) 

 In Caesarea, soldiers guarded Paul so 

he could not leave the prison (24:23). But in  

Rome, Paul was able to come and go from his 

house under their guard. Paul was still able to 

tell many people about Jesus. He even shared 

God’s message with an important Roman 

leader named Felix (24:24). Finally, another 

Roman leader named Festus decided what to 

do with Paul. Festus decided to send Paul to 

Caesar in Rome (24:12). While Paul waited to 

go to Rome, he kept telling people how to be 

saved from their sins.  

 When Paul got to Rome, he lived like 

he did in Caesarea. Roman soldiers followed 

him wherever he went. But he could go where 

he wanted. Paul met with the Jewish leaders 

in Rome (28:17). He did not know how they 

would treat him. He did not know if they 

wanted to kill him like the Jews in Jerusalem 

did. Still, Paul wanted to tell God’s message 

to the Jewish leaders in Rome. He did not let 

his troubles stop him from doing this. 

 Just as God promised, He made a way 

for Paul to tell about Jesus in Rome. The Jews 

had no bad feelings for Paul. They never 

heard bad words about him (28:21). They  

heard that Paul followed a new religion. They 

heard that many talked against this new 

religion. But they wanted to hear the things 

Paul taught (28:22). God made them want to 

hear Paul’s words.  

 The Jewish religious leaders listened to 

Paul. Some of them believed what he said 

about Jesus. They placed their faith in Jesus to 

save them from the punishment of sin. Paul’s 

troubles did not stop God’s message. God’s 

power made a way!  

 

God’s Message Spreads to Everyone  

(Acts 28:25-31) 

 But not all of the Jewish leaders agreed 

about God’s message. Paul knew this would 

happen. God’s Holy Writings told about this, 

too. The early preacher Isaiah said it would 

happen this way. Isaiah said that some would 

not believe God’s message about Jesus. Isaiah 
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said they were like people who were blind 

and deaf. He said these people would not 

understand (Isaiah 6:9-10).  

 Paul remembered Isaiah’s words. He 

was not surprised when some Jewish leaders 

did not believe in Jesus to save them from the 

punishment of sin. Paul did not lose his 

courage to keep telling God’s message. 

Instead, he said he would keep telling God’s 

message to people who were not Jews. He 

knew they were ready to hear about Jesus  

(v. 28). And he was happy to tell them! 

 Paul lived in Rome for two more years. 

He kept on telling people God’s message. 

Many people argued about the things Paul 

taught. Many people hated him. Many people 

tried to hurt him. But no one stopped Paul 

from telling others about Jesus. No one 

stopped him from teaching how Jesus saves 

people from the punishment of sin. God’s 

powerful message spread to many people. 

 

 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you give up easily when you face troubles? 
 

2. Tell about someone you know who has had 
trouble because of telling God’s message to people.  
 

3. What can you learn from Paul’s experiences in 
Jerusalem and Rome? 
 

4. What keeps you from telling God’s message? 
  

5. How do you know that God’s message is 
powerful? 

Things to Remember 

 God’s message is the most powerful 

force in the world. People question God’s 

message. People hate God’s message. People 

work against God’s message. People refuse to 

believe God’s message. People make laws 

against God’s message. Many kinds of forces 

work against God’s message about Jesus. But 

God is stronger than any of these things. 

 No matter what, God’s message cannot 

be stopped. Paul understood this clearly. 

Christians everywhere can live like Paul when 

they understand the power of God’s message. 

And people everywhere can place their faith in 

Jesus if Christians keep telling God’s 

message. Then many people will be saved 

from the punishment of sin! 

 Like Paul, we can have courage even 

when we have trouble or when people do not 

want to hear the message about God. We can 

be bold and tell other people about Jesus and 

know that God’s message will not be stopped.  
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nation of God. He tried to get them to put their 

trust in Jesus Christ by preaching from the Law 

of Moses and from the writings of the early 

preachers. From morning until night he spoke to 

them.  

24 Some of them believed his teaching. Others 

did not believe. 

25 As they left, they did not agree with each 

other. Then Paul said, “The Holy Spirit spoke 

the truth to your early fathers through the early 

preacher Isaiah.  

26 He said, ‘Go to these people and say, “You 

will hear and never understand, you will look 

and never see,  

27 because these people have hearts that have 

become fat. They do not hear well with their 

ears. They have closed their eyes so their eyes 

do not see and their ears do not hear and their 

minds do not understand and they do not turn to 

Me and let Me heal them.”’ 

28 “I want you to know that the Good News of 

God of knowing how to be saved from the 

punishment of sin has been sent to the people 

who are not Jews. And they will listen to it!”  

29 After he had said these things, the Jews went 

away and argued with each other. 

30 Paul paid money to live in a house by himself 

for two years. He was happy for all who came to 

see him.  

31 He kept on preaching about the holy nation 

of God. He taught about the Lord Jesus Christ 

without fear. No one stopped him. 

Acts 23:11; 25:12; 28:16-31 

23:11 The next night the Lord came to Paul and 

said, “Paul, do not be afraid! You will tell about 

Me in the city of Rome the same as you have 

told about Me in Jerusalem.”  

 

25:12 Festus talked to the leaders of the court. 

Then he said to Paul, “You have asked to be 

taken to Caesar. You will go to him.”  

 

28:16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed 

to live where he wanted to. But a soldier was 

always by his side to watch him.  

17 Three days later Paul asked the leaders of 

the Jews to come to him. When they had 

gathered together, he said, “Brothers, I have 

done nothing against our people or the way our 

early fathers lived. And yet, I was tied with 

chains in Jerusalem and handed over to the 

Romans.  

18 I was put on trial, but they found no reason 

to put me to death. They would have let me go 

free.  

19 But the Jews did not like this. So I had to 

ask to be sent to Caesar. It was not because I 

had anything against my people.  

20 The reason I have asked you to come is to 

tell you this. It is because of the hope of the 

Jewish nation that I am tied in these chains.” 

21 They said to Paul, “We have had no letters 

from Judea about you. No Jew who has come 

here has ever said anything bad about you.  

22 We would like to hear from you what you 

believe. As for this new religion, all we know is 

that everyone is talking against it.” 

23 They planned to meet him on a certain day. 

Many people came to the place where he 

stayed. He preached to them about the holy 
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