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Introduction for Teachers

Welcome!

The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson
while helping participants improve their English language
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a
Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse,
all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This
information is followed by a teaching plan under headings
of Prior Preparation, Connect with Life, Guide the Study,
and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As
the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to
use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to
your class members’ abilities and needs.

Which Bible translation does this
material use?

The Bible text printed in this curriculum uses the New
Life Version (NLV), a translation (not a paraphrase) which
uses only an 850-word vocabulary.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to
express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms
will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology,
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for
example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early
preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the
NLV term for new Christians or beginning students or the
common term where it will be better understood and less
cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been
introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures, the
familiar expression may be used to help students add it to
their vocabulary.
The NLV is accessed free online at: www.
biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org, so it is easily
available to your students via their tablet or phone in class.
A hard copy of the NLV is available for purchase at
www.barbour.publishing (search for “New Life”).

Pray and prepare

Prayer is key to every teacher’s preparation, as well as
an integral part of every teaching experience. We include a
time of prayer in every lesson plan, but you can rearrange
the plan to place the prayer time at a segment that is most

conducive to your class experience. Use your own
judgment as to where it best fits into your teaching
session.

Online Resources and Study Helps

At Bible Stories for Use with ESL Students, you
will find free materials, including picture sequence pages
for both Old and New Testaments. Go to: http://
pages.suddenlink.net/eslbiblestories/index.htm The
picture pages cover all important Bible passages and are
copyright-free, so you can make handouts and posters for
your students.
EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed by
Wycliffe Associates (UK). Their website:
www.easyenglish.info contains Bible commentaries, Bible
translations, Bible studies, and other materials written in
simple English. They are free for download and use.
At BaptistWay Press, you will find additional adult
Bible study helps. Go to BaptistWayPress.org and click
Teacher Helps > Teaching Resource Items. While these
are not specifically coordinated to the Simplified English
Teaching Guide, they do coordinate with the theme/Bible
passage for each unit.
The Baptist Standard online edition provides
additional commentary on current lessons at
www.baptiststandard.com > Resources > Bible Study (or
www.baptiststandard.com/resources/bible-study).

Meet this Unit’s Writers
Janet Roberts wrote Lessons 1-4. She has taught ESL
since 1976 and trains teachers in Plano, Texas. She has
four children, two granddaughters, and one grandson. She
attends Hunters Glen Baptist Church in Plano where she is
the Director of the ESL Ministry.
Mark Ernst wrote Lesson 7. He pastored churches in
Pennsylvania and Illinois, and has been researching,
writing, and teaching Bible studies for 35 years. He and
his wife, Lee, are members of Hunters Glen Baptist
Church in Plano and have a son and daughter-in-law who
live in Austin, Texas.
Jennifer Carson wrote Lessons 5-6, 8-13. She and her
husband, Mark, and their six children attend First Baptist
Church, Arlington, Texas. Jennifer is a homeschool mom
for two of her children and a former English teacher.
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Suggestions for Teaching

General Suggestions
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can read
the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to
complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study.
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep
vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall.
Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask students
to tell sections from Bible comments in their own
words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again
to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native speaker
reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”
Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory Verse
several times each day.
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory
Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate pieces
of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is
erased and class can repeat by memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the verse.
6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the verse.

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone)
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading
and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures.
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students focus
on the pictures and create their own sentences to tell
the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.
Picture Sequence pages for both Old/New
Testaments are available free at Bible Studies for Use
with ESL Students: http://pages.suddenlink.net/
eslbiblestories/index.htm The picture pages cover all
important Bible passages and are copyright-free, so
you can make handouts and posters for your students.
Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep
sentences in their most basic form, so students can
combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for the
telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
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An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a
cartoon-type bubble.
Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the
main idea and help them think in chunks of language
(as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat
new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the
pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she
will have learned a lot by listening, will have
observed a good model at least a couple of times, and
will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.
Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice
tell the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences

—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around to
position correct order)
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in
order, having them retell the story by contributing the
portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the
missing words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while
students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student.
Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own words.
Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students
read silently a second time to look for answers to two
or three questions about details that you have written
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole
class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line
by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10
new words per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g.,
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners
could work in present tense, then retell the story in
past tense.
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Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs and
interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language
Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following factors
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere
and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact and
positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and
small groups of three or five; using whole class in
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrapup at the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners
have different pieces of information and must ask

each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.
___________________________
Some suggestions based on material developed for
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders.
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Lesson 1:
Mission Instructions
Lesson Focus
The mission of believers is to share the gospel message with
others as Jesus instructed.
Focal Text
Acts 1:1-14
Memory Verse
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes into
your life. You will tell about Me in the city of Jerusalem and over
all the countries of Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Prior Preparation

♦ Find a picture or video of an active courtroom and bring
it to show. Be sure there is a witness on the stand. Use this
in the opening activity in Connect with Life #1.
♦ For Encourage Application #7, write the following
quotes and names on the board before class. Leave room at
the top for a label, but do not label them until you get to
this activity in class.
“I have a terrific headache.” Franklin Roosevelt
“I’m bored with it all.” Winston Churchill
“That picture is awful dusty.” Jesse James
“I die hard but am not afraid to go.” George Washington
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, select an
item that is important to you for Show and Tell. Bring it in
a bag and keep it hidden away.
♦ For the first activity in Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage
Application, watch this YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKUZx1Nk4yY.
Save it on a flash drive (if you can use it in the classroom)
or be ready to show it on your device.
♦ For the second activity in Extra Teaching Ideas/
Encourage Application, make copies of the bookmark on
the next page.

Connect with Life

1. Bring in a picture or a video of an active courtroom that
shows a witness on the stand. Ask students what they know

about the picture or video. Ask if they have ever been in a
courtroom and if they would like to share what they know
and what happened. Turn the conversation to asking about
the role of a witness in the courtroom. Ask: What does a
witness do? Why is a witness important? Who can be a
witness? Discuss the role and importance of a witness in a
courtroom.

Guide the Study

2. Tell the class: Jesus gave us a mission to be a witness for
Him. He also gave us instructions on how to be a witness
for Him. Then teach the Word List from the Study Guide
and ask the class to be watching for these words in the
lesson.
3. Ask a volunteer read the introduction of the lesson. Draw
out the parallel between the earlier discussion of the
courtroom and the introduction in a discussion of being a
witness for Jesus. Encourage students to voice any fears
they have (or that others have expressed) when faced with
the opportunity to be a witness for Jesus, assuring them that
this lesson will help with those.
4. Read the title of the first section and ask for a volunteer
to read Acts 1:1-3. Then ask another volunteer to read that
section of the lesson (or have volunteers read one paragraph
each).
5. Continue to have volunteers read the verses and text for
each section. Be sure to be sensitive to when the students
need more explanation or discussion.
6. Read the Things to Remember section to the class,
illustrating the points with any experiences from your own
life. Follow it up with the Things to Think About questions,
giving time for discussion.

Encourage Application

7. Point out the quotes on the board and ask: Who are these
people and what do you think these quotes are about? After
some guesses, label the quotes by writing “LAST
WORDS” above the quotes. Tell them that American
culture values the last words a person speaks before dying.
Point out that Acts 1:8 (the Memory Verse) is Jesus’ last
words to His followers and to us before He returned to
heaven. Ask in what way they think these words are
important. Encourage them to memorize this verse.
8. Break the class into three groups. Assign each group one
of the following words: Praying, Giving, Going. (For large
classes, more than one group can have a word.) Tell the
groups to make a list of ways they can be a part of
witnessing for Jesus using their word. After a few minutes,
allow teams to report and write their responses on the
board. Challenge class members to choose ways they will
pray, give, and go in the coming weeks. Tell them you will
ask them to share about it each week with a partner or with
the whole class.
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9. Close in prayer. Ask God to help those who know Jesus
to not be afraid but to look for ways to show and tell
about His love. Ask for everyone to know and feel the
love of Jesus in their life.

This free picture came from pixabay.com.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ While reading the lesson (Guide the Study #4), stop
after the paragraph that begins with “Luke wrote in the
Gospel of Luke about what Jesus did and taught.” Tell the
students about the special item you brought but in vague
terms without showing it. Ask if they understand what
you are talking about. Then bring out your special item
and tell about it. Explain the cultural “Show and Tell” in
American schools and ask if there is anything like that in
their country(ies). Ask: Which did you understand better,
telling or showing and telling? Say: Jesus gave us the
example to show His love and tell His love.

Guide the Study

♦ Acts 1:8 gives a basic geographical outline of the spread
of the gospel as recorded in Acts. Create this outline on a
poster or other format that can be kept and referred to
throughout the Acts study:

Encourage Application

♦ Show the YouTube video of the old shampoo
commercial from your computer, tablet or phone. Explain
that witnessing for Jesus is as simple as telling your
friends. Also say: What would happen if you told two
friends about Jesus and they told two friends and so on
and so on? This would help us to finish the mission that
Jesus gave us. Some people call this multiplication. Can
you see why? How long would it take to tell everyone in
the world? Do you want to be a part of multiplication?
♦ Distribute the bookmark to remind students of the
mission Jesus gave His followers.

“But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes into your
life. You will tell about Me in the
city of Jerusalem and over all the
countries of Judea and Samaria
and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8

The witness in Jerusalem (1:1-7:60)
The witness beyond Jerusalem
in Judea and Samaria (8:1-9:31)
The witness to the Gentile regions—
including Rome and the remotest parts
of the world (9:32-28:31)
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Lesson 2:
The Promised
Holy Spirit Comes
Lesson Focus
Encourage students to recognize and rightly respond to the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Focal Text
Acts 2:1-16, 22-24, 36-41
Memory Verse
“This promise is to you and your children. It is to all people
everywhere. It is to as many as the Lord our God will call.”
(Acts 2:39)

Prior Preparation

♦ For the opening activity in Connect with Life #1, print
Acts 2 in every language represented in your class, one
copy for each student (their language only). To do this,
Google “Acts 2 Spanish,” etc.
♦ Bring enough large pieces of paper and color markers for
several groups to use for Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the
Study.
♦ For Encourage Application #12, bring extra bookmarks
from last week to give to any new students this week.

Connect with Life

1. Hand out the copies of Acts 2 in each student’s language
or have them find it on their phones. Tell them when you
say, “Go,” they will each read the chapter out loud in their
own language at the same time. Say: Go! You read it out
loud in English. When everyone is quiet, say: Did you hear
that sound? Remember that sound as we study today, The
followers of Jesus and the others would have heard a
sound like that.
Note: If you only have one language represented, then
have them read the chapter in a staggered way . . . point at
them one at a time to start rather than starting all at once.

Guide the Study

2. Have a student read the Memory Verse. Pretend to read it
again yourself but instead of the verse say: This promise is
only to you and to some people in some places. It is to those
who do well. Ask: Is that our Memory Verse today? Write
what you just read on the board and ask students to come
up and erase and re-write the wrong parts. Involve the
whole class in the corrections by encouraging them to call
out the right words. Have students repeat the corrected
verse several times until they can say it without looking.
3. Encourage students to talk about an important promise
that someone made to them or that they made to someone
else. Ask them to share how they felt when that promise
was kept or not kept. Did it change their life?
4. Ask a volunteer to read the introduction to the lesson in
the Study Guide. Allow time for students to discuss the
question from the introduction: Have you ever had one
amazing day that changed your life? Also encourage
discussion of the examples given. Emphasize the last
sentence of the introduction as the segue into the lesson.
5. Read Acts 2:1 to the class and help them understand the
holiday of Pentecost. It is not mentioned in the NLV, but
introduce the idea that it was a harvest holiday, like our
Thanksgiving, during which people thanked God for all the
good food provided by their crops that year. Leave some
time for discussion of harvest holidays. Say: Tell us about a
holiday that is like this one in your country.
6. Have a volunteer read “When the Holy Spirit Came,”
which explains the holiday of Pentecost, what it was before,
and what it became for the followers of Jesus.
7. Read or ask for a volunteer to read Acts 2:2-11 in a
dramatic way. Notice that near the end of the reading there
are lots of names of countries and people groups that may
be very challenging for a student (and maybe even you). At
this point, if you have enough time you could do the
activity in Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study.
8. Ask for a volunteer or several volunteers to read “What
the Holy Spirit Did” in the Study Guide. Pause after each
paragraph to check for understanding or questions.
9. Ask students to close their eyes as you read Acts 2:1216. Say: As I read, remember the sound that you heard
when we read this out loud together at the same time. Think
about what the people in Jerusalem must have heard.
After you finish reading, ask: What is it like being in a
country where you don’t know the language?
Has it been easy for you or your friends?
Do you think these people were happy to hear someone
speaking their language and speaking it as well as they
did?
If you were there, how carefully would you have
listened to every word of what they were saying in your
language?
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10. Have a volunteer read the rest of the Scripture passage
from the Study Guide. Then ask several others to read the
section “Why the Holy Spirit Came,” pausing for
comments or questions after each paragraph.
Challenge the students to work together to come up with
one sentence that tells what Peter talked about.

Encourage Application

11. Divide the class into five groups and give each group
one of the questions in Things to Think About. Have each
group choose one person to give the answer after they
have discussed it. Have that person present their answer to
the whole class, and give time for the class to comment or
ask questions.
12. Ask students to take out the bookmark given to them
last week and read the verse again. Encourage them to
share how it changed the way they lived their lives during
the past week and what they might do to follow the
command of Acts 1:8 during the coming week.
13. Close in prayer, asking God to help each person to
understand the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Ask
God to touch the hearts of those who don’t know Him and
to help everyone to be an Acts 1:8 believer.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Write on the board: filled = controlled
(discuss control if needed . . . use the example of a driver
who controls a car)
Ask: How can believers always be filled with the
Holy Spirit?
Guide the discussion to include the following:
 The Holy Spirit comes to live in you when you give
your life to Jesus as Lord and Savior.
• Daily turn your thoughts, will, emotions, and body over
to the Holy Spirit’s control.
• Thank God for the Holy Spirit. Serve God as the Holy
Spirit guides you.
• Study God’s word to know what is right and wrong, and
pray that you can choose to do right.
• Fill your mind with God’s truth and thoughts by
memorizing God’s word.
• Obey God and walk in His ways.

Guide the Study

♦ Divide class members into several small teams (3-4 in
each group) and give each group a large sheet of paper
and colored markers. Tell them to read Acts 2:2-11 and
create posters that describe the events of the passage.
When each team is finished, let them share their posters
with the class. Discuss the parts of the story that each
team emphasized. Discuss the role of the Holy Spirit and
how the early believers responded to His presence and

power. Encourage class members to think about and share
how they see and experience the work of the Spirit in
their lives.

Encourage Application

♦ Ask: How have you seen the Holy Spirit at work today?
Remember last week when we talked about the power to
be witnesses? How else have you seen the Holy Spirit at
work?
Discuss how this was a one-time event because it was the
first time that so many people were able to hear about
Jesus and the Good News all at the same time. It was a
special miracle given to Jesus’ followers and the people
from every nation who were there.
So many people trusted in Jesus that day that Pentecost is
often called “the birth of the Church.”
Write “Birth of the Church” on the board. Explain that
“Church” does not mean a church with a pastor and
members who come to hear the pastor speak. “Church”
means all people everywhere who believe in Jesus. We
are all part of one group called the “Church.”
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Lesson 3:
A Cure and a Call
to Be Sorry
Lesson Focus
Because God has given us the Holy Spirit’s power, we need to
look for those who are outside the church and share the Good
News that they can be forgiven and healed by faith in Jesus.
Focal Text
Acts 3:1-20
Memory Verse
“But you must be sorry for your sins and turn from them. You
must turn to God and have your sins taken away. Then many
times your soul will receive new strength from the Lord.”
(Acts 3:19)

Prior Preparation

♦ For Connect with Life #1 (and Guide the Study #6),
bring in pictures of people with the disabilities listed.
♦ Make enough copies of the story in Guide the Study #3
for each small group (three or four students).
♦ Bring a piece of paper and a pencil for everyone
(including yourself) if using the Extra Teaching Ideas/
Guide the Study.
♦ Follow the directions under Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide
the Study to make an example for the students from your
own life. Bring this to class to help explain the activity.

Connect with Life

1. Encourage students to help you make a list of physical
problems (introduce the word disabilities if appropriate for
your class). Write the list on the left side of the board with
room at the top for titles. Show the pictures you brought
while you say:
A person who cannot see is . . .
blind
A person who cannot hear is . . .
deaf
A person who cannot walk is . . .
lame
A person who cannot speak is . . .
mute
A person who cannot move is . . .
paralyzed

Allow sufficient time for students to volunteer the answers,
and supply any they don’t know. Keep this list of physical
problems on the board for Guide the Study #6.
2. Ask these follow-up questions: Do you ever see people
with physical problems begging? What do you do when
you see someone begging? Discuss these questions then
say: Today’s lesson is about beautiful things and hard
things in life. It is also about what we can do when we see
people in need.

Guide the Study

3. Divide the class into groups of three to four students.
Give a copy of this story to each small group:

Every morning Jane stops for a cup of
coffee. Every day she passes the same
beggar outside the coffee shop.
Sometimes she wonders if she should
give the woman something from the
shop. She wonders if maybe she
should talk to her for a few minutes. If
she asked you what she should do,
what would you say? Why?
After the groups have time for discussion, give each group
a chance to share what they talked about. After each group
has presented, say: We often pass by people who are
begging without thinking about them. God may want to use
us to make a difference in their lives. Today we are going
to talk about some followers of Jesus who did not just walk
past a beggar.
4. Make an abrupt switch (on purpose) and write the word
“BEAUTIFUL” on the board. Ask a good reader(s) to read
the introduction to this lesson. Guide the discussion from
talking about what is physically beautiful to what is
spiritually beautiful.
5. Ask a volunteer to read Acts 3:1-2. Then use the Study
Guide section called “Outside the Beautiful Gate” to
discuss how life can be hard in many different ways,
including physical problems.
6. Using the list on the board from Connect with Life #1,
add headings to make the following chart.
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PROBLEM
blind
deaf
mute
lame
paralyzed

BEFORE

NOW

led by others seeing eye dog

Refer back to the pictures you brought in and your talk
about different physical problems. Discuss what it must
have been like to have these problems in the days of Peter
and John and how it is different today. Fill in the chart
with students’ ideas and facts that you know. List one
accommodation for each problem in the NOW and
BEFORE columns (see the example above).
7. Write on the board: “What did Peter and John not have?
What did Peter and John have?” Instruct students to listen
for the answers to these questions as you read Acts 3:3-10
(while they listen).
Ask students to answer the questions on the board and
then say: Peter and John did not have any money. But they
had Jesus, so they shared Him with the beggar and that
changed everything. Say: Being the hands and feet of
Jesus often does not mean giving money; however, it does
mean listening to Jesus and being ready to share Him with
others. Encourage students to find ways to be Jesus’ hands
and feet with or without money. (Note: Our family’s
policy is to never give anyone money but instead buy them
food. Share that or any policy that your family might have
for helping people.)
8. Enlist eight volunteers to read a paragraph in the Study
Guide section “A New, Beautiful Life.” Ask those who are
listening to think about what this must have been like for
the lame man, the followers of Jesus, and those who saw
what happened.
9. Say: Now Peter could tell everyone about the love of
Jesus and the beautiful life He gives to all who believe
and trust in Him. Ask students to follow along as you read
Acts 3:11-16 without comment.
10. Ask four volunteers to read a paragraph in the Study
Guide section “Tell about the Beautiful Life.” Discuss
how Peter was brave and used the Holy Spirit’s power to
tell the men the truth about Jesus.
11. Read Acts 3:17-20 while the class follows along. Ask
that each student read the a paragraph from the Study
Guide section “Be Sorry and Return,” being sensitive to
any who may not yet have trusted Jesus. Continue as God
leads and encourage anyone who wants to trust and
believe. Be prepared to pray with them. Use Things to
Remember and the Memory Verse to encourage
commitment or re-commitment.

Encourage Application

12. As time allows, have students discuss and answer the
questions in Things to Think About.
13. Ask students to take out the bookmark given to them
the first week and read the verse again. Encourage them
to share how it changed the way they lived their lives
during the past week and what they might do to follow
the command of Acts 1:8 during the coming week.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ In addition to or instead of Guide the Study #7: Give
each student a piece of paper and a pencil. Tell them to
draw outlines of their hands on the paper. Say: Write on
each finger an example of how you are working—or have
worked—to make a difference in the world. After you
finish yours, show it as an example but emphasize that
what they write should be different from yours. After a
few minutes, encourage volunteers to share their pictures.
Read Acts 3:3-10 aloud and talk about how Peter and
John helped the man. Emphasize that the disciples healed
the man in the power of Jesus’ name, not in their own
power.
Read the following as a listening exercise while they are
looking at the text:
In Acts 3:3-10, look at what Peter did:
He saw the person God wanted him to talk to (3:4).
He decided what God wanted him to do—what to
give and what not to give (3:6).
He spoke what God told him to speak (3:6).
He gave his hand to help the man to stand (3:7).
He saw God heal him right away (3:8).
Ask: How can we partner with God every day? Say: We
may not heal anyone, but we can make a difference in our
world.

Encourage Application

♦ Assign roles from Acts 3:3-10 to the students to act out
the story. Encourage them to show the kinds of feelings
that they think each person would have felt and to act
from those feelings. One person can be reading the story
as the narrator, pausing for the students to act it out.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads
to Amazing Growth

Lesson 4:
A Courageous Witness
Lesson Focus
Because of the power of the Holy Spirit, we can be courageous
witnesses for Jesus, Who will save all who trust in Him.
Focal Text
Acts 4:5-31
Memory Verse
“There is no way to be saved from the punishment of sin
through anyone else. For there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we can be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

Prior Preparation

♦ For the acrostic in Connect with Life #1, look up
courageous and pick some related words so you can
suggest words if the students get stuck.
♦ Bring a piece of paper and pencil for each group for
Guide the Study #7.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, be ready to
watch a clip from a DVD or read testimonies from
www.persecutionblog.com.
♦ If using Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application,
prepare bookmarks or 8½x11 posters as directed. Make
copies for all students.

Connect with Life

1. Write “COURAGEOUS” (from the Word List) as an
acrostic down the left side of the board. Study and discuss
the definition. Invite students to suggest words that start
with each letter and have something to do with the idea of
being brave. Write them on the board.
2. Ask: In what areas of your life do you need to be
courageous? Why?
Say: Today’s lesson is about two of the first followers of
Jesus who needed to be courageous in front of the leaders
of the people. Because they healed the man born lame in
the name of Jesus, the leaders were angry with them. We

will see what they did. Remember they were now filled
with the Holy Spirit. Do you think that will change what
they say and how they act?

Guide the Study

3. Go over the definitions in the Word List and then read
the introduction. Leave a lot of time for discussion of this
issue. It is possible that some students have lived in or
visited countries where it is illegal to talk about Jesus so
give plenty of time for them to talk about what it is like. If
not, you may want to bring in a person, video or find an
online testimony of someone who has lived or visited in
such a country to give the class an example.
4. Have a volunteer read only the first and second
paragraphs of the Study Guide section entitled “Trouble
Caused by Jealousy.”
5. Read Acts 4:5-7. Ask volunteers to finish reading the
Study Guide section “Trouble Caused by Jealousy”
starting with the third paragraph. Lead the discussion by
emphasizing the anger of the leaders and why versus the
calm powerful speech of Peter and why.
6. Make a chart on the board from Acts 4:8-20 to contrast
the followers of Jesus with the leaders of the people,
writing only the column titles FOLLOWERS and
LEADERS (see below). Ask students to listen for the
differences between the followers of Jesus and the leaders
of the people. Have a strong reader read Acts 4:8-20. Ask
other volunteers to read the Study Guide section entitled
“Courageous Witness.”
Say: Now give me some words that tell the differences
between the followers of Jesus and the leaders of the
people. I will start the list with “witnesses” for the
followers and “judges” for the leaders [write those
down]. Use your Scripture page and Study Guide to find
the answers. Let the students tell you what to write so the
lists are similar to the examples below.

FOLLOWERS

LEADERS

Witnesses

Judges

Courageous

Jealous

Been with Jesus

Been to school

Powerful speakers

Amazed listeners

Filled with Holy Spirit

Filled with pride

7. Divide the class into groups of three to five, being sure
that you have at least three groups. Give each group a
paper and a pencil. Tell them that they will read Acts 4:13
-20 again plus 21-31. Say: Please study these verses as a
group and write five questions for a quiz. After all the
groups have finished writing their five questions, tell them
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to switch with the other groups, making sure that no
group has their own quiz.
Say: Now read the section called “Continuing Witness”
in your Study Guide and search the verses to find the
answers to the quiz questions you have. Write your
answers. When the groups are finished, let each group
read the questions and answers they have and allow
students to discuss.

Grow Courageous Faith

8. As you have time, go over the questions in Things to
Think About and allow students to share.

*Know the truth and live it.

9. Ask students to take out the bookmark given to them
the first week and read the verse again. Encourage them to
share how it changed the way they lived their lives during
the past week and what they might do to follow the
command of Acts 1:8 during the coming week.
10. Close with prayer for anyone who does not know
Jesus (ask students for names of friends or family
members you can pray for). Ask our loving heavenly
Father to help us all be courageous in our witness and to
show us who needs to know Jesus. Also ask Him to help
those around the world who courageously tell people
about Jesus but need to be careful how they do it, since
they are in countries where they could be arrested for
telling the Good News of Jesus.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Ask students to share the names and stories of people
they know or have heard of from their country’s history
who have been arrested for their beliefs. Ask students
what made these people so courageous. If no one has a
story, show a clip from a DVD or read some testimonies
about those who have been persecuted for their faith in
Jesus. Ask what made these people so courageous.

Guide the Study

♦ Continue to read the Scripture passage and then the
Study Guide for each section. When finished, divide the
class into four groups and assign each group one of the
first four questions in Things to Think About. Give each
group a chance to share their question and answer. Let the
class have time to discuss whatever these questions spark.
Close with a prayer guided by question #5.

Encourage Application

♦ Hand out these bookmarks or posters (see next column)
with helpful suggestions for growing in faith. Discuss the
meaning of each item and ask for any questions.
Encourage students to practice these and see how much
they will grow in their faith. Ask each follower of Jesus
how they plan to put this list in action this week. If
students are interested, tell them to find a partner in the
class who will ask them what they are doing to grow
during the week. Suggest that they can also discuss their
weeks with each other at the next class.

*Spend time with Jesus.
*Ask God to help you share
Christ.
*Ask God to give you the
words to say.
*Tell others the Good News
that Jesus won over death,
and those who believe and
trust in Him will live with
Him forever.
*Know that Jesus told His
followers to witness and
that you are filled with the
Holy Spirit, Who gives you
the power to do it.
*By faith, do it!
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads
to Amazing Growth

Lesson 5:
Suffering Makes the
Gospel Spread
Lesson Focus
Stephen focused on God in the middle of his suffering, which
helped the gospel to spread beyond Jerusalem.
Bible Text
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-60; 8:1-8
Memory Verse
“Those who had been made to go to other places preached the
Word as they went.” (Acts 8:4)

Prior Preparation

♦ Find pictures of Christians who have suffered for Christ
for Connect with Life #1.
♦ Invite a speaker for Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with
Life if you choose this activity.
♦ Prepare to show the digital slide show suggested in Extra
Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study if you plan to use it.
♦ If needed, gather supplies for making the bookmarks
suggested in Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application.

Connect with Life

1. Ask class members if they have heard stories about
Christians who endured pain, illness, or other troubles in
their lives. You may also mention famous examples such
as Joni Eareckson Tada, Corrie ten Boom, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, or Elisabeth Elliot. Consider sharing brief
summaries of their stories along with pictures of them.

Guide the Study

2. Say: The first Christians faced many kinds of suffering,
including death. But suffering did not stop the gospel or
even weaken it. In fact, the opposite is true.
Point out the title of today’s lesson in the Study Guide.
Ask the class to say it with you: Suffering Makes the
Gospel Spread!
3. Read or summarize the lesson introduction. Discuss
Question #1 from Things to Think About in the Study
Guide. Ask: Do you ever wonder why God sometimes
allows His people to suffer?
4. Ask a class member to read aloud Acts 6:8-10. Ask
class members to listen for
words associated with
Stephen
Stephen’s name. Enlist class
members to help you list
Faith
some of these words on the
Power
marker board.

Great things

5. Discuss ways God showed
Wisdom
His power in Stephen’s life.
Holy Spirit
Ask: How did God help
Stephen with the men who
wanted to argue with him? How does He help believers
today? Guide the class to discuss Question #2 in Things
to Think About.
6. Read aloud Acts 7:54-60 for the class. Ask class
members to listen for the names of all who were present
in this passage. Then guide the class to list them on the
marker board.

Acts 7:54-60
 Jews and religious leaders (v. 54)
 Stephen (v. 54)
 God (Holy Spirit, Jesus) (v. 55)
 Saul (v. 58)
7. Say: Stephen was not alone in his suffering. God was
there! And God’s power helped make Stephen strong in
the middle of his troubles. Emphasize this point by
drawing comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Suffering for the Gospel.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Corrie ten Boom

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dietrich_Bonhoeffer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corrie_ten_Boom
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8. Lead the class to discuss Question #3 from Things to
Think About. Offer Deuteronomy 31:6, Hebrew 13:5,
and Matthew 28:20b in the context of this discussion.

Be strong and have strength of heart. Do not
be afraid or shake with fear because of them.
For the Lord your God is the One Who goes
with you. He will be faithful to you. He will not
leave you alone.”
—Deuteronomy 31:6

Guide the Study

♦ After discussing Acts 8:1-8, you may want to
elaborate on how God used Philip to spread the gospel
to people beyond Jerusalem and Samaria. A brief but
helpful digital slide show of these events can be found
at the website below. Consider sharing it with the class
to help illustrate how the gospel spread to people
outside Jerusalem.
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/philip-ethiopian/

God has said, “I will never leave you or let
you be alone.”
—Hebrews 13:5b
And I am with you always, even to the end of
the world.
—Matthew 28:20b
9. Ask a class member to read Acts 8:1-8. Read or draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Scattering of the Church.”

Encourage Application

10. Guide a class discussion of Question #4 from
Things to Think About. Lead the class to see that God
always plans to use suffering for His good purposes.
Focus on the ideas from the Study Guide section
entitled “Things to Remember.”
11. Practice saying this week’s Memory Verse with the
class. Divide the verse into smaller phrases so it will be
easier to learn. Divide the class into three small groups.
Ask each group to learn one phrase. Then put the
phrases together with all groups saying the entire verse.

Group 1: Those who had been made…
Group 2: to go to other places …
Group 3: preached the Word as they went.
—Acts 8:4
12. Close the class in prayer that class members will be
strong in hard times of suffering.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Before class, recruit a speaker to share about his or
her experience of suffering. Ask the speaker to focus on
how God showed His power through suffering. Also ask
the speaker to share what good things God was able to
accomplish through his or her suffering.

Source: http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/philip-ethiopian/

Encourage Application

♦ Using cardstock, cut some blank bookmarks for class
members. Point out the verses mentioned in Guide the
Study #8. Encourage class members to select one of
these verses to copy onto the bookmark. Pass out
markers and other decorative supplies for class
members to use. Then allow time for class members to
make and decorate a bookmark with the words from one
of the verses mentioned.
Before closing the class in prayer, remind class
members that God was with Stephen even as he
suffered in death. Ask class members to consider a
Christian they know who is suffering. Encourage class
members to give this bookmark to that person this
week. Then close in prayer that class members and all
who are suffering would be reminded about the promise
of God’s presence even in hard times.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads
to Amazing Growth

Lesson 6:
The Gospel Brings
an Amazing Change

Guide the Study

3. Read the lesson introduction from the Study Guide and
guide the class to consider Question #1 from Things to
Think About.
4. Ask a class member to read Acts 9:1-9. Then enlist
about three volunteers to act out this scene for the class.
Guide them to act out the events in vv. 3-9.
5. Share a map of the region which included Damascus
and Jerusalem to help the class understand where these
events occurred. Then draw comments from the Study
Guide section entitled “Jesus Shows Himself to Saul.”

Lesson Focus
The power of the gospel changes people in amazing ways.
Bible Text
Acts 9:1-22, 26-31
Memory Verse
“For we must tell what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)
Source: http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-conversion/

Prior Preparation

♦ Locate a book and/or some clips from A Christmas Carol
for use with Connect with Life #1.
♦ Find a map for use with Guide the Study #3.
♦ Bring a blindfold for use with Guide the Study #4.
♦ If you plan to use them, print and cut out the timeline
and/or baseball cards from Extra Teaching Ideas. Make
enough copies for each class member to have one.

Connect with Life

1. As class begins, show the class a copy of Charles
Dickens’ famous novel, A Christmas Carol. Share a short
summary of the story. Help class members to understand
that this is the story about a man who changes in some
amazing ways. Consider using a DVD or online streaming
service to show a clip or two from the movie to help them
understand the changes in Ebenezer Scrooge. You can use
the link below to find the movie on YouTube. Select a
short scene or two from the beginning of the movie and
compare it with a short scene or two from the end.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZI5UWo7NCdY
2. Say: Many people love this famous story because of the
changes that happen to Ebenezer Scrooge. It is a warm and
hopeful story that shows how people can change. In today’s
lesson, we will read a story with similar ideas. In the book
of Acts, one man changes completely because of God’s
strong power.

6. Ask for a volunteer who would be willing to wear a
blindfold. Then, see if the volunteer can make his or her
way across the room wearing the blindfold. Point out the
dangers and difficulties that come with being unable to
see. Guide the class to consider Question #2 from Things
to Think About.
7. Ask a class member to read Acts 9:10-19. Ask class
members to pay special attention to vv. 13-14. Ask: What
words do you think describe how Ananias was feeling in
these verses? List
responses on the
Ananias (Acts 9:13-14)
marker board.
8. Draw comments
from the Study Guide
section entitled
“Ananias Helps
Saul.” Then guide the
class in a discussion
of Question #3 from
Things to Think
About.










Scared
Angry
Doubtful
Curious
Nervous
Defiant
Amazed
Confused

9. Read Acts 9:20-22 and 26-31 for the class. Read or
draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Saul Preaches the Good News.” Guide the class to
discuss Question #4 from Things to Think About.
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10. To help class members understand Barnabas’
example, share the following story about Jackie
Robinson. Emphasize the similarities in the two stories.

In 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first AfricanAmerican to play professional baseball in the United
States. Robinson played for the Brooklyn Dodgers. He
was not popular in many places because he was black.
In some cities, crowds said angry and hurtful things to
him. Once, in Cincinnati, things were very bad for
Robinson. One of Robinson’s teammates saw what was
happening. His name was Pee Wee Reese. Reese
played for the Dodgers, but he had grown up in
Cincinnati. He could not let people from his hometown
treat his teammate this way. So Reese stood up. He put
his arm around Robinson. And the crowd grew quiet.
They respected Pee Wee Reese because he grew up in
their town. Reese showed support and friendship
towards Robinson. His actions helped Jackie Robinson
to be accepted by others.
11. Say: Barnabas showed approval for Saul in the
same way Pee Wee Reese showed approval for Jackie
Robinson. This was a deep encouragement to Saul.
Barnabas’ approval helped him gain the acceptance of
the Christians in Jerusalem. This was important. It
helped him to do the special job God gave him to do. In
future years, Paul would work with the church in
Jerusalem to preach the Good News in far away places.
12. Review this week’s Memory Verse with the class.
13. Close in prayer that class members would tell the
Good News about Jesus like Saul did. Pray, too, that
they would be like Barnabas, working to support and
encourage everyone who is telling the Good News
about Jesus.

in God. Alister’s story shows how God’s power can
change a person. It is even strong enough to change a
person who does not believe in Him.

Guide the Study

♦ Use Galatians 1:13-24 to help class members
understand the sequence of events leading up to Paul’s
return to Jerusalem. Emphasize that there were three
years between the time Paul became a Christian and his
going to Jerusalem (Galatians 1:18). You might
consider using a timeline like the one shown here.
Acts
7:58
Acts
8:1-3

Stephen killed
Church persecuted

Acts
9:1-9

Meets Jesus

Acts
9:10-19

Meets Ananias

Gal.
1:17

Goes to Arabia

3 years

Encourage Application

Gal.
1:18

Return to Jerusalem

Acts
9:26

Meets Barnabas

Encourage Application

♦ After Encourage Application #6, ask: Who is God
asking you to support today? Who needs you to
encourage them? Who needs you to show your support?
Pass out a Jackie Robinson baseball card (shown below)
to each class member. Ask class members to flip the
card over and write the name of someone who needs
their encouragement. Have them place the card in their
Bible as a reminder of Barnabas’ example.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Share the story of Alister McGrath. You can find out
more about him at his website.
http://alistermcgrath.weebly.com/
Say: Alister McGrath went to Oxford University
in England. He was a very passionate atheist who did
not believe in God. Alister believed strongly in scientific
truth, but not in Jesus. While he studied at Oxford, he
earned a degree in science and many other scientific
awards. At Oxford, God began to show Himself to
Alister. Alister became a Christian. God changed his
life. He even earned a degree in theology. Today he is a
fully-devoted follower of Jesus. He preaches the Good
News about Jesus Christ to people who do not believe

Jack Roosevelt Robinson
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads
to Amazing Growth

Lesson 7:
Giving Grace —
Growing Church
Lesson Focus
To be amazed at God's grace. God gave the first Jewish
Christians a fuller understanding of the gospel and His grace.
This broke down prejudice, inspired the spread of the Gospel,
and enabled the church to grow.
Bible Text
Acts 11:1-26
Memory Verse
“The Lord gave them power. Many people put their trust in the
Lord and turned to Him.” (Acts 11:21)

Prior Preparation

Tearing down walls is hard work, and it’s messy. It may
even take some dynamite or a wrecking ball! But the
gospel and God's grace demand that the walls of
prejudice must come down.
3. Give a brief summary of Acts 10 or read aloud the
second paragraph of the introduction in the Study Guide.
4. Ask a class member to read aloud Acts 11:1-3. Ask:
— What does verse one mean when it says, “the people
who were not Jews also had received the Word of God”?
— What would you expect to happen when Peter got
back to Jerusalem?
— About what did these Jewish followers complain?
Use the Study Guide section entitled “News Spreads
and Complaints Arise” to discuss the prejudice of the
Jews against Gentile believers.
5. Start two lists on the marker board with the headings
shown in the chart below. Tell students: God taught Peter
and the Jewish believers some new things. First, He broke
down the wall of prejudice (in Peter, but also in the hearts
of the Jewish followers in Jerusalem). Then He gave the
Jewish followers a better understanding of the gospel of
grace. We are going to find and list the changes God
made. We will call these our G2W (God in His Grace
Work) lists.
Use the chart below as an example. (The answers are
provided for your benefit to help prompt the class as
needed.) Use the Bible passage to find these answers, but
also encourage the class to refer to the Study Guide
commentary for each section. The commentary helps to
point out some of these “grace changes” more clearly than
just reading the Bible text. Remember, you are looking for
answers to this: “What changes did God’s grace bring?”

♦ For Connect with Life #1, find a few simple definitions
of prejudice and be prepared to share them.
♦ For Guide the Study #2, find a picture or video of a wall
being torn down to show to the class.

Connect with Life

1. Invite a volunteer to read the definition for prejudice
from the Word List in the Study Guide. Next, share other
simple definitions. Lead the class in a discussion about
prejudice. Ask class members to give some examples of
prejudice that they have seen or heard. Explain that the first
followers of Jesus were mostly Jews, and most Jews felt
strong prejudice against Gentiles. Even followers of Jesus
still had this prejudice. If the Gospel of Christ was ever
going to spread to the ends of the earth, God needed to
remove this prejudice.

G2W (God in His Grace Work)
Things that needed
to change:

God’s grace brought
these changes:

Acts 11:1-3

Prejudice. “Why did
you visit those people
who are not Jews and
eat with them?” (v.3)

Inclusion. People who
were not Jews also
had received the
Word of God. (v.1)

Acts 11:4-10

Restrictions. “Nothing
that is unclean has
ever gone into my
mouth.” (v.8)

Freedom. “What God
has made clean you
must not say is
unclean.” (v.9)

Acts 11:11-14

Lack of Information.
The Gentiles did not
know how to be saved.
(v.14)

Guidance. The Holy
Spirit helped men to
find Peter and guided
Peter to go with them.
(vv.12-13)

Acts 11:15-18

Separation. Jewish
Christians thought the
Holy Spirit came only
to them. (v.15)

Unity. Jewish
Christians learned
that the Holy Spirit
comes to all
believers. (v.17)

Guide the Study

2. Ask the class if they have ever seen the wall of a house
or building being torn down. Have them describe what they
remember. Then show a picture or video of a wall being
torn down. Use the wall as an illustration of prejudice
(recall Eph. 2:14). Say: Like walls, prejudice divides us.
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6. Have someone read Acts 11:4-10. Ask:
— What was Peter doing?
— What happened to Peter?
Call attention to the word vision in the vocabulary
list. An important point here is to understand that this
was not a dream like we usually think of a dream (NLV
translates vision as “dream”). Peter knew for sure that
what he was seeing was from God. He knew that God
was speaking to him directly.
Add to your G2W lists. Ask: What lesson was God
teaching Peter? See Acts 10:28 for help.
7. Have someone read aloud Acts 11:11-14. In this
short paragraph, Peter gives the Jewish followers
reasons to explain what he did. Discuss the reasons and
add to your G2W lists.
8. Read Acts 11:15-18 aloud. Peter and all the Jewish
followers had been saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ. Ask: What happened to convince Peter
that God had saved Cornelius and his family through
faith? Add to your G2W lists.
9. Say: Before God taught Peter this lesson, what did
the Jewish believers think was needed for Gentiles to be
saved? On the marker board, draw the equation below
from the Study Guide section entitled “News Spreads
and Conflicts Arise.”

Salvation for Gentiles = Faith in Christ
+ Following Jewish laws and customs.
Then say: What did the Jewish believers learn from
Peter’s vision and meeting with Cornelius? Now
change the equation on the board to represent the
correct view of salvation.

Salvation =
(for anyone)

Faith in Christ
(alone)

Point out that verse 18 is an amazing statement of
Christian faith on the part of the Jewish followers. The
Jewish Christians praised God for the belief of Gentiles.
10. Read Acts 11:19-21 aloud. Say: Why do you think
so many people were putting their trust in Jesus? Point
out verse 21. In the Greek text, this verse begins, “And
the hand of the Lord was with them….” This is a
beautiful declaration that the Lord was personally
present and involved, powerfully enabling them to
preach the gospel. The Lord promised us power to be
His witnesses (Acts 1:8). Discuss how God shares His
power with believers.
Ask: How did God show His power through
believers in Peter’s time? How does He show it through
believers in our time? Allow time for the class to
explore the idea of how God shares His power with
believers today.

11. Ask a class member to read Acts 11:22-26 aloud for
the class. Ask: Why was Barnabas the right man for the
job? Refer to the Study Guide section entitled “God’s
Grace Grows the Church in Antioch” for discussion
points on God’s plan to use the church in Antioch to
spread the gospel.

Encourage Application

12. Divide the class into three groups. Assign each
group one of the following verses to read: Isaiah 53:5,
2 Corinthians 5:21, and 1 Peter 3:18. Ask each group to
look for two things: 1) What is the main point of this
verse? 2) How should we respond to the truth in this
verse? Allow time for groups to talk through their
assignments, then ask each group to report to the class.
Discuss the importance of continuing to grow in a
deeper understanding of the gospel. The better we
understand, the better we will be able to detect error,
defend truth, and explain the gospel to others.
13. Say: God is bringing the nations to America. What
an opportunity! But are the walls of prejudice
preventing us from reaching out to them? Use questions
#2 and #3 from Things to Think About to probe the
issue of prejudice. Be sensitive, and give God time to
work in your students' lives.
14. Close with prayer that all believers would have a
right understanding of God’s grace, and that God would
continue to empower His followers to love others and to
share His Word without fear.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Encourage Application

♦Acts 10:34-43 provide an ideal evangelistic
opportunity. If your class has members who have not
yet become followers of Christ, consider using this
outline as a major focus of this lesson, replacing #12-13
in Encourage Application above.
Have the class read Peter's message and walk them
through the gospel in seven points.
(1) Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah (10:36,
43) and Lord of all (10:36).
(2) While on earth He did many good things and healed
many people (10:38). He was able to do this because
God was with Him in a special way.
(3) He was put to death on a cross (10:39).
(4) God raised Him from the dead (10:40).
(5) He was seen by people whom God chose (10:41).
(6) God gave Him the right to be the One who says who
is innocent or guilty (10:42).
(7) Everyone who trusts in Christ has his or her sins
forgiven (10:43).
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Guide the Study

Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads to
Amazing Growth

Lesson 8:
Acting on God’s Words

3. Ask a class member to read Acts 13:1-3. Ask the class
to listen for the names and descriptions in these verses.
Then lead class member to list them in a chart like the one
here. You may have to help fill in the descriptions of
these men. (Note that not much is known about Simeon
Niger. Niger is a common Roman surname. It also means
“black” and could reference his skin or hair color.) Be
sure to point out the ethnic, religious, political, and racial
differences among these men.
•

Name
Barnabas

•

•

Simeon Niger

•

•

Lucius
Manaen
Saul

•

•
•

Lesson Focus
God’s Holy Spirit guides people to act on God’s words and
empowers Christians to tell others how Jesus can save them
from the punishment of sin.
Focal Text
Acts 13:1-6a, 13-15, 42-52
Memory Verse
“...You are to preach so that men over all the earth can be
saved from the punishment of their sins.” (Acts 13:47b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Gather magazines for Guide the Study #3.
♦ Locate a useful map of Paul and Barnabas’ journey for
Guide the Study #5.
♦ Create a video like the one described in Encourage
Application #7.
♦ Bring some vacation photos or a scrapbook if you decide
to use the activity from Extra Teaching Ideas.

•
•

Description
A Jew from Levi’s
family group (4:36)
Maybe from Rome
or Africa
From Cyrene in
Africa
Part of Herod’s
family
A proud religious
law-keeper of the
Jews (23:6)

4. Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Do What God’s Spirit Says.” Emphasize that these men
sought the Holy Spirit’s guidance and then acted on it.
Ask the class to consider Question #2 and #3 from Things
to Think About in the Study Guide.
5. Pass out some magazines to class members. Then call
attention to the word humble from the Word List in
today’s Study Guide. Ask class members to work together
to see if they can find pictures from the magazines which
illustrate the meaning of the word humble. Write the word
on the marker board.

HUMBLE

Connect with Life

1. Teach class members to play two simple children’s
games: Follow the Leader and Simon Says. Play one short
round of each game. Point out how these two games are
different. In one game the players must do what the leader
does. In the other game, the players must do hat the leader
says.

6. Ask a class member to read Acts 13:4-6. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “Go
Where God’s Spirit Sends.” Emphasize the idea that one
must stay humble when acting on God’s words. Say: A
humble person never decides for himself that he knows
what to do next. He keeps listening carefully to God’s
Holy Spirit.

2. Say: In today’s lesson we will learn about words and
actions. We will discuss the difference between words and
action. We will also discuss how words and actions are
connected. We will discover how this was true in the Bible.
Read or summarize the introduction from today’s
lesson in the Study Guide.

7. Ask another class member to read Acts 13:13-15. Read
or summarize the Study Guide section entitled “God’s
Spirit Makes a Way.” Provide a map like the one on the
next page to help students trace Barnabas and Saul’s
journey. Be sure to point out that there are two cities
named Antioch.

Lesson 8 ● Page 22

•
•
•
•
•

Vacations
Business trips
Family visits
Educational trips
Honeymoons

Say: We travel for many different reasons. Today, we will
learn about some men who traveled to new places because
they wanted to tell others about Jesus. They wanted others
to know that Jesus saves people from the punishment of sin.
They trusted God’s power to lead them on this trip.
This free Bible map came from ebibleteacher.com. Consult this site if
you want to print it directly from their site:
http://www.ebibleteacher.com/sites/default/files/images/1/Twelve%
20Tribes%20of%20Israel%201024.JPG or if you would like to find
other reprintable maps and resources.

8. Read Acts 13:42-52 aloud for class members.
Summarize the Study Guide section entitled “God’s Spirit
Makes Us Bold.” Ask class members to discuss Question
#4 from Things to Think About in the Study Guide. Point
to Paul and Barnabas’ example in this discussion.
Emphasize that even though many were working against
them, Paul and Barnabas continued looking for ways and
places to tell God’s message.

Encourage Application

9. Before class meets today, drive around the
neighborhood surrounding your church or home. Look
around for places and people who may need to hear God’s
message about Jesus. Use a camera or smart phone to
make a video recording of the places you explore.
As class closes today, share your video with class
members. Remind them that we do not have to go on a
long trip to tell others about Jesus. We might only need to
cross the street or visit the park. There are people
everywhere who need to know that Jesus can save them
from the punishment of sin. Ask: Where does God want
you to go?
10. Practice reciting the Memory Verse from today’s
lesson. Then close the class in prayer that members will
have guidance and boldness from the Holy Spirit to act on
God’s words and tell others about Jesus.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Bring some pictures or a scrapbook from a recent trip to
class today. Share them with the class. Begin a discussion
about the reasons we most often take a trip. Guide class
members to list occasions like the ones following:

Guide the Study

♦ Point out how Saul had two names as mentioned in Acts
13:9. Explain that Saul was a Hebrew name familiar to
Jews. Under this name, Saul (Paul) worked against
Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 26:9). He may have begun
calling himself Paul because this was his Roman name.
Paul knew that God sent him to tell God’s message to the
people who were not Jews. This could be one reason he
abandoned his Hebrew name.
Say: Another idea is also true. Sometimes God
changed a person’s name. Often this would happen to
signify the change that happened inside a person when he
encountered God. Use examples like the ones below to help
class members understand this point.

Abram → Abraham (Genesis 17:5)
Jacob → Israel (Genesis 35:10)
Simon → Peter (Matthew 16:16-18)
♦ Lead a short discussion with questions such as: Can you
think of any other more modern-day people who changed
their names? Why? If you were to change your name
following your encounter with God, what name might you
choose and why?

Encourage Application

♦ Review the map of Paul’s journey, noting the long
distances. Also, review the term “bold” and the section,
“God’s Spirit Makes Us Bold.” Next, ask the class to
brainstorm what might have seemed dangerous or
discouraging to Paul and Barnabas, for example, sailing the
seas, going to an unknown town, speaking to a large group,
talking about religion, and so on. Write the responses on the
marker board. Review the list, asking people to raise their
hands if they would find this to be frightening or
discouraging. Affirm that Paul and his friends probably felt
that way, too.
Conclude by reminding the class that the same Holy
Spirit that enabled Paul to be bold is still at work in
believers today so that we, too, can be bold in telling about
Jesus.
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Amazing Growth

Lesson 9:
God’s Loving-Favor or
Religious Rules?

Say: I am thankful that the Bible does not teach what
Derek believes. The Bible teaches that only God’s lovingfavor through Jesus saves people from the punishment of
sin. No one deserves God’s loving-favor. No one can earn
God’s loving-favor. Showing kindness and doing good
works will not earn it. God gives His loving-favor to
everyone who places their faith in Jesus to save them from
the punishment of sin. Good religious works can never do
this. It is only by God’s loving-favor that we are saved.
Today’s lesson will help us understand this important
truth.

Guide the Study

2. Remind class members about the important trip Paul
and Barnabas made in Acts 13-14. Refer to the map in
Lesson 8 to review these things with the class.
3. Ask a class member to read Acts 15:1-5 for the class.
Ask members to listen for the two important things the
Jewish religious leaders wanted all Christians to do. Write
these on the marker board.

Acts 15:5
Lesson Focus
Religious rules can never take the place of God’s loving-favor
to save people from the punishment of sin.
Focal Text
Acts 15:1-12, 22-29

Memory Verse
“We believe it is by the loving-favor of the Lord Jesus that we
are saved.” (Acts 15:11a)

Prior Preparation

♦ Locate the map from Lesson 8 for Guide the Study #2.
♦ Prepare the game for Encourage Application # 7.
♦ Locate an appropriate map for the suggestion in Extra
Teaching ideas if you plan to use it.

Connect with Life

1. Share the following case study with class members.

•
•

4. Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Questions About Religious Rules.” Guide the class to
discuss Questions #1 and 2 from Things to Think About
in the Study Guide.
5. Read Acts 15:6-12 for class members. Draw comments
from the Study Guide section entitled “God’s LovingFavor.” Summarize Acts 10 to help class members
understand who Peter is. Help the class summarize the
main points from Peter’s speech by using a chart like the
one here. Then guide the class to discuss Question #4
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
•
•
•

Derek is a Muslim. Helping others is an important
part of his religious life. Once, Derek drove more than
two hours to take chicken and dumplings to his wife’s
parents because it is their favorite meal. Derek shows as
much kindness as many Christians. He follows the
teachings of Islam very closely. Islam teaches that people
must work to get God’s loving-favor. Islam teaches its
followers that good works will get them to heaven. So
Derek’s good religious works are the result of this
teaching. Derek hopes that his good works will be enough
to make him worthy of God’s loving-favor.

Do the religious act of becoming a Jew
Keep the Law of Moses

•
•

Acts 15:6-12
God wants people who are not Jews to put faith in
Jesus (v. 7)
People who are not Jews have God’s loving-favor,
too (v. 8)
God makes no difference between Jews and people who are not Jews (v. 9)
The Law of Moses is a heavy load (v. 10)
All people are saved from the punishment of sin
the same way (v. 11)

6. Ask two class members to read Acts 15:22-29. Instruct
class members to listen for things the leaders agreed on
(v. 29). List these on the marker board next to the chart
from Acts 15:5. Lead a discussion about the differences
between Acts 15:5 and Acts 15:29. Explain that to “eat
blood or meat” in these ways may have referred to idol
worship practices.
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Acts 15:29
•
•

Keep away from idol worship practices
Keep away from sex sins

Guide the Study

♦ Use a map like this one to show the location of Jerusalem
as it relates to the trip Paul and Barnabas took. Explain that
the distance between the two cities is about 200 miles.

Encourage Application

7. Read or draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “An Important Letter” and “Things to
Remember.” Guide the class to discuss Question #3 from
Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
8. Lead class members in a brief game to help them learn
today’s Memory Verse. Before class, print two copies of
Acts 15:11a on magnetic computer paper. Cut the verse
into short phrases of two or three words. Place these
magnetic sets of phrases on the marker board. Divide class
members into two teams. Ask each team to send a member
to the board and see who can arrange the Memory Verse
in proper order first. Play several rounds, awarding a point
to the winning team each time. If you like, award a small
prize to the winning team.
9. Guide class members in reciting today’s Memory Verse
together. Then close the class in prayer that each member
would know the truth about God’s loving-favor and chose
to place their faith in Jesus to save them from the
punishment of sin.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ As class begins, read the following list of unusual laws
that are still on the books in these states.
Say: Don’t those laws seem crazy to you? They
certainly are hard to understand . The same is true with
many religious rules. People who are not religious find
them hard to understand. That is what happened in the
Book of Acts between the Jews and the people who were
not Jews. That is what still happens many times today.
Then read aloud the introduction from today’s lesson
in the Study Guide.
Isn’t That Crazy?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In North Carolina, bingo games cannot last more
than five hours.
In Quitman, Georgia, chickens are not allowed to
cross the road.
In Arizona, you could be sentenced to 25 years in
prison for cutting down a cactus.
In Texas, it is illegal to sell your eyeballs.
In North Carolina, it is illegal to sing off-key.
Bear wrestling matches are prohibited in Alabama.
In San Antonio, Texas, flirting is against the law.
http://justsomething.co/the-22-most-ridiculousus-laws-still-in-effect-today-2/

http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-antioch-iconium/

♦ In summarizing Peter’s message about God’s lovingfavor, share Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:30 to support
Peter’s description of religious rules as “too heavy a load.”
“For My way of carrying a load is easy and My load
is not heavy.”
Matthew 11:30
Ask: How would you use your own words to explain that
following religious rules may be “too heavy a load” to
bear?

Encourage Application

♦ Discuss the following case study with the class.
Case Study
A college student began attending a church that
initially helped her to grow spiritually. She attended
Bible studies and memorized Scripture. Then her
mentors began to set rules for her. “You should quit
your job.” “You should allow other church members to
live in your apartment with you.” “You should not save
money but trust God to provide.” When the student did
not obey these rules, her new church family questioned
her salvation.
Was it okay for the church to set these rules? Was it
okay for them to question her salvation? How did the
mentors lose their focus on God’s loving-favor?
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study

Guide the Study

3. Ask a class member to read Acts 16:11-15. Instruct
class members to listen for words that describe Lydia.
Then guide class members to list these descriptions in a
chart like the one here.

in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads to
Amazing Growth

Lesson 10:
God’s Powerful Message
Lesson Focus
Paul and Silas shared God’s message about Jesus in prison
and saw powerful things happen there.

Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)
•
•
•
•
•
•

4. Ask a class member to read Acts 16:16-21. Instruct
class members to listen for words that describe the slave
girl’s owner. Guide class members to list these
descriptions in a chart like the one here. Then lead the
class to discuss the differences between Lydia and the
slave owner. Comment further on this passage by drawing
from the Study Guide section entitled “Some Accept
God’s Message.”

Focal Text
Acts 16:11-34
Memory Verse
“...Put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and you and your
family will be saved from the punishment of sin.” (Acts 16:31)

Prior Preparation

♦ Print articles from Voice of the Martyrs website for
today’s Connect with Life activity.
♦ Prepare the vocabulary exercise for Encourage
Application #7.
♦ Locate a map of the journey to Philippi for Extra
Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study.
♦ If you choose to do the Extra Teaching Idea Connect
with Life, research “prisoners accepting Christ.”

Connect with Life

1. Before class today, visit the Voice of the Martyrs website
(www.persecution.com) and print some stories from their
home page. Bring these to class today to share with
members. Divide the class into groups, and assign an
article to each group. Give the groups time to read through
the articles. Then call for one member from each group to
summarize the story they read for the class.
2. Read the lesson introduction from today’s Study Guide,
making sure to point out the words persecution and mocked
from today’s Word List.

Came to pray on the Day of Rest (v. 13)
Sold purple cloth (v. 14)
Worshipper of God (v. 14)
Opened her heart to God’s message about Jesus (v.
14)
Was baptized with her family (v. 15)
Invited Paul and Silas to stay in her house (v. 15)

Slave Owner (Acts 16:16-21)
•
•
•
•

Made money from the power of demons (v. 16)
Cared about money more than the servant-girl
(v. 17-19)
Was angry with Paul and Silas (v. 19)
Followed the Roman religion of false gods (v. 21)

5. Invite a class member to read Acts 16:22-24. Ask:
—What did Paul and Silas do wrong?
—Why were Paul and Silas suffering in prison?
Draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “Some Suffer for God’s Message.” Guide the
class to discuss Question #1 from Things to Think About
in the Study Guide.
6. Read Acts 16:25-34 for class members. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “God’s
Message Has Power.” Lead the class in a discussion of
Questions #2 and #3 from Things to Think About.

Encourage Application

7. Ask class members to discuss Question #4 from
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. Remind class
members about the articles shared at the beginning of
class. Share the www.persecution.com website with class
members and allow for those with Internet access to look
up this website on their phone or other device.
Point class members to the “Get Involved” tab on the
website’s navigation bar. Then point them to the “Letters
to Prisoners” tab. Encourage class members that this is
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one way they could support someone who is suffering for
their faith in Jesus.
8. Help summarize today’s Bible text for class members.
Print copies of the vocabulary exercise shown here and
allow class members to work in pairs to complete it.
(Answers: rejected, mocked, persecution, escaped, guard)

Acts 16:11-34
Use today’s Word List to fill in the blanks below.
Paul and Silas knew that God sent Jesus to
save people from the punishment of sin. They took an
important trip to tell others about Jesus. Some people
accepted the truth about Jesus. But other people
________ Jesus. Many people _____ Paul and Silas for
teaching about Jesus. They had Paul and Silas put in
prison. But even when they experienced ___________,
Paul and Silas were faithful. They told others in the
prison about Jesus. God showed His power to everyone
in that prison. He caused an earthquake to make the
prison doors fall down. Paul and Silas could have
______ when God did this. But Paul and Silas stayed
in the prison. After this happened, the prison _____
asked an important question. Paul and Silas answered
by telling him how Jesus saves people from the
punishment of sin.

9. Close class today by praying for those who are suffering
because of their faith in Jesus. Pray, too, that class
members will be faithful to tell others about Jesus even
when it brings suffering.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Ask if anyone has heard stories of people in prison who
came to Christ while they were there. (You may want to
find some stories online to share.) Then ask: Do you think
a prison would be a likely place for someone to hear
God’s message and believe it? Why or why not?

Guide the Study

♦ Provide a map of Paul and Silas’ journey to Philippi and
share some background about the city:
Philippi was not an important city to the Jews. Not
many Jews lived there. We know this because only a small
group of people met by the river on the Jewish Day of Rest
in Acts 16:13. This meant that the town did not have a
Jewish place of worship. A Jewish place of worship could
be made up of as few as ten men who gathered together.
Fewer than ten Jewish men must have lived in Philippi.

But Philippi was an important city in the Roman Empire.
It was located on an important military highway. This
road was 500 miles long. It led through Greece all the
way to the Adriatic Sea. This road was Rome’s main
route to the east. The land in Philippi was very fertile and
grew many important crops. It was also a place where
people mined gold and copper. A famous school of
medicine was in Philippi, too. Many people in Philippi
worshipped the false gods of the Romans.

Source: Image(s) courtesy of www.HolyLandPhotos.org

Encourage Application

♦ Read Acts 16:30. Teach class members how to answer
this question using the following model. Remember that
some may need to respond to this question themselves.

What must I do to be saved?

Admit that you are a sinner.

For all men have sinned and missed the shininggreatness of God. (Romans 3:23)

Believe that Jesus is God’s Son who saves
people from the punishment of sin.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son.
Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son will not be lost but
will have life that lasts forever. (John 3:16)

Confess that Jesus is your Lord and leader.
If you say with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved from the punishment of sin.
(Romans 10:9)
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Lesson 11:
Different Ways to Tell
God’s Message
Lesson Focus
Christians have a responsibility to tell God’s message to people
who are different from them.
Focal Text
Acts 17:10-12, 16-34
Memory Verse
“...He tells all men everywhere to be sorry for their sins and to
turn from them.” (Acts 17:30b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Write the phrases from the introduction on the marker
board before class today.
♦ Gather paper and colored markers for groups to use in
Connect with Life #1.
♦ If you plan to use the Connect with Life activity from
Extra Teaching ideas, go to spotthedifference.com. Play a
few rounds of the game to understand how it works. Click
on the screen to identify differences between the pictures.
♦ Locate a map for use with Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide
the Study.

Connect with Life

1. Before class members arrive today, write the first five
phrases from today’s Study Guide on the marker board.
When all class members have arrived, divide them into
groups. Assign each group a different phrase from the
marker board. Ask each group to draw a picture depicting
the phrase you assigned them.
After some time, let the groups share their ideas. Then
ask: What one message are all these words trying to tell
us?

Guide the class in discussing this question by
drawing comments from or reading the introduction to
today’s lesson in the Study Guide.

Guide the Study

2. Ask a class member to read Acts 17:10-12. Instruct
class members to listen for words and descriptions related
to the Bereans. List their responses on the marker board.
Discuss the list and guide class members to consider
Question #1 from Things to Think About in the Study
Guide.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Bereans (Acts 17:10-12)
Jewish (v. 10)
Willing (v. 11)
Understand(ing) (v. 11)
Glad to hear (v. 11)
Things (that) were true (v. 11)
Respected (v. 12)

3. Ask another class member to read Acts 17:16-21.
Instruct class members to listen for words and
descriptions related to the people in Athens. List their
responses on the marker board.
Discuss the list, pointing out the differences between
the Bereans and the people from Athens. Emphasize that
Paul could easily understand the Bereans because they
were Jewish like him. Note that the people from Athens
lived in a different way from Paul. Guide class members
to consider Question #2 from Things to Think About in
the Study Guide.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Athenians (Acts 17:17-21)
False gods (v. 16)
Troubled (v. 16)
Talk (v. 17)
Argue (v. 18)
Fun (v. 18)
Wisdom (v. 18)
New teaching (v. 19)

4. Lead the class to explore Questions #3 and 4 from
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. Say: Paul set
an example Christians can follow today. Paul was
concerned for the people in this city (v. 16). He talked to
people in this city (v. 17). He went where the people
gathered (v. 17). These things can help us tell God’s
message about Jesus.
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5. Read Acts 17:22-34 for class members. Remind the
class of how Paul told God’s message in Berea. He went
to the Jewish place of worship and taught from God’s
Holy Writings. The people in Athens were not Jews and
did not have God’s Holy Writings. Paul taught them in a
different way. Help class members understand Paul’s
teaching to the people in Athens with a flow chart like the
one here.

Paul’s Teaching in Athens
There is a God whom you do not know
(Acts 17:23)
↓
He made the world and everything in it
(Acts 17:24)
↓
He made people and wants them to know Him and
find Him (Acts 17:27)
↓
People made false gods to worship instead
(Acts 17:29)
↓
God wants people to be sorry for their sins
(Acts 17:30)
↓
God has chosen for Jesus to say if people are guilty
or if they are saved from the punishment of sin
(Acts 17:31)

Encourage Application

6. Read Acts 17:17b aloud.
Then ask: Where do people gather today? Lead the
class to brainstorm a list of place where people gather
together. Consider local parks, schools, apartments, and
events. Ask them to consider how they might begin to
share about Jesus in these places. Encourage discussion on
this topic. Ask class members if they might consider
acting on their ideas together as a class. Offer support and
encouragement for their efforts.
7. Close class in prayer that God will give class members
the courage and the power they need to talk about Jesus
even with people who are different from them.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Using a laptop and projector, or handheld electronic
devices, guide class members to the spotthedifference.com
website.

spotthedifference.com
Invite class members to work together to play a few
rounds of this interactive game. The game challenges
players to spot the small differences between two similar

photos. After some time, say: These games are a fun
challenge. But they also relate something about the way
most people live. People tend to focus on things that are
different. In today’s lesson from the Book of Acts, we will
see how Paul responded to people who were different from
him.

Guide the Study

♦ Use a map like the one here to review Paul and Silas’
journey and to point out the cities of Berea and Athens
found in the Bible text from today’s lesson.

http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-athens/

♦ Give a brief description about Rome and its importance in
the Roman world: Athens was an important place because
it was a center of learning. It was also close to the sea
which made it an important place for business and trade.
People from all over the world came to Athens. People in
Athens worshipped many false gods like Athena and
Hermes. There was a famous temple built to honor Athena
there. It had once been the capital of Greece. By Paul’s
time, Athens was not as glorious or as powerful.

Encourage Application

♦ Say: Not only were the people in Athens quite different
from Paul, they were different from each other.
Review Acts 17:18. Ask class members to listen for the
thing that was most important to each group. Then ask:
what was most important to Paul?

Group #1

Group #2

Paul

FUN

WISDOM

JESUS

Create a chart on the marker board to summarize the
responses, such as the one here.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads to
Amazing Growth

Lesson 12:
God’s Message
Connects People
Lesson Focus
Christians must work together in order to tell people that Jesus
saves people from the punishment of sin.
Focal Text
Acts 20:1-12, 17-21, 28-32, 36-38
Memory Verse
“My work is to preach the Good News of God’s lovingfavor.” (Acts 20:24b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Bring pictures to share for the Connect with Life activity.
♦ If you choose to use the Extra Teaching Ideas, locate the
information about Abraham Lincoln and/or the free slide
show about Eutychus. http://freebibleimages.org/stories/?
book=Acts

Connect with Life

1. As class begins today, show pictures of people who are
important to you. Explain your relationship to people in the
pictures (husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister,
friend, etc.). Allow class members a chance to share
pictures from their wallet or phone. Encourage class
members to talk about the relationships in their lives.
2. Then read the introduction from today’s lesson in the
Study Guide. Be sure to review the terms from the Word
List for today’s lesson. Then, guide the class to consider
Question #1 from Things to Think About in the Study
Guide.

Guide the Study

3. Ask a class member to read Acts 20:1-7. Ask class
members to listen for the names of men who were
traveling with Paul at this time. Guide members to list
them on the marker board. Give a brief description of
each one.

Acts 20:1-7
Sopater: A Jew from Berea. Probably examined Paul’s
message against Scripture (Acts 17:11). Perhaps Paul’s
relative, if he is the same man described in Romans
16:21.
Secundus: Thessalonian; nothing more known.
Aristarchus: Thessalonian. Endured persecution with
Paul in Ephesus (Acts 19:29); accompanied Paul to
Rome (Acts 27:2) and was imprisoned with him there
(Colossians 4:10; Philemon 24). Nero probably martyred him.
Gaius: Possibly persecuted with Paul and Aristarchus
(Acts 19:29). If so, Paul likely baptized him (1 Cor.
1:14) and was his guest in Corinth (Rom. 16:23).
Timothy: Part-Jew from Lystra. Pastor of Ephesian
church and co-sender of six New Testament epistles.
Paul was possibly instrumental in Timothy’s conversion and discipled him as they traveled together. Wellrespected by believers and trusted by Paul as his representative numerous times, Paul affectionately addressed
two letters to Timothy and wanted him near as he faced
his final days (2 Timothy 4:9).
Tychicus: Perhaps from Magnesia in Asia Minor, Paul
described him as beloved brother, faithful minister, and
fellow servant (Col. 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12). He,
along with Onesimus, carried the Colossian letter (Col.
4:7-9). Also sent to Ephesus (2 Tim. 4:12) and possibly
Crete (Titus 3:12). Tradition holds he was an early
bishop of Chalcedon and died a martyr.
Trophimus: Gentile convert from Ephesus. Because of
him, Paul was accused of defiling the Jerusalem temple
when Jews assumed he had taken him into the Court of
Israel (Acts 21:29). He may be the man Paul left behind
ill in Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20).
4. Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Telling God’s Message Together.” Then guide class
members to discuss Question #2 and 3 from Things to
Think About in the Study Guide.
5. Ask a class member to read Acts 20:17-21. Read or
summarize the Study Guide section entitled “Paul’s Love
and God’s Message.” Then discuss Question #4 with class
members.
6. Read Acts 20:20:28-32 for the class. Point out that this
is Paul’s good-bye speech to the Ephesian Christians. Ask
the class to listen closely for the words of advice Paul
gave. Guide them to mention some of the following
ideas:
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Paul’s Advice
•
•
•
•
•
•

Watch over yourselves and the church (v. 28)
Remember that you are God’s leaders (v. 28)
Feed and care for God’s church (v. 28)
Beware of people who want to destroy the
church (v.29)
Beware of teachings that are not true (v. 30)
Depend on God (v. 32)

7. Ask a class member to read Acts 20:36-38 for the class.
Ask members to listen for words that show how much
Paul and the Ephesians cared for one another. Encourage
them to underline these words in their Bible text.

met the spiritual and physical needs of his Christian
brothers from Ephesus through God’s power.
A free slide show of this story can be found at:
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-troas-miletus/

The first 13 slides tell the story of Eutychus. The entire
slide show serves as a helpful summary of all the events
from Acts 20. Consider sharing it with the class.

Encourage Application

♦ Break the class into small groups or work together to
write a farewell address from a retiring pastor that is similar
to Acts 20:18-32. Be sure to note what are the most
important pieces of information or challenges the pastor
would want to convey. Also be sure to note what the
emotional tone should be.
♦ Share and discuss the following with class members.

36 As he finished talking, he got down on his knees
and prayed with them all.
37 They cried and put their arms around Paul and
kissed him.
38 What made them sad most of all was he said that
they would never see his face again. Then they
went with him to the ship.

Case Study
Imagine that a man reads the Bible for an hour every
day, spends a half-hour memorizing Scripture, listens to
Christian teaching on the radio on the way to and from
work, and watches Christian programming on TV.
Now, imagine he never talks to another Christian, never
goes to church, is not a part of a Bible study group, is
never encouraged, never loves another Christian, and is
never loved by another Christian. How much would this
man grow spiritually?

Encourage Application

8. Read or draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “Paul’s Care for His Christian Brothers.” Say:
Paul and the Christians from Ephesus cared deeply for
one another. They had a strong connection because of
God’s message about Jesus.
Then guide class members to discuss Question #5
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ As class begins today, ask if anyone is familiar with
Abraham Lincoln. Show a picture of the 16th president
and present some basics facts about him. Explain that
before Lincoln became president, he made a famous
speech in his hometown. Before departing Springfield,
Illinois, Lincoln had heartfelt words as he left his friends
and family there. You can find a dramatic reenactment of
this speech on YouTube by using this link: goo.gl/2KZfzb

Guide the Study

♦ Some class members might be interested to know the
story of Eutychus from Acts 20:8-12. This story is a good
example of how Paul spent time in fellowship with the
Christians in Ephesus. It is also an example of how Paul

Lincoln’s Farewell Speech from Springfield
My friends, no one, not in my situation, can
appreciate my feeling of sadness at this parting. To
this place, and the kindness of these people, I owe
everything. Here I have lived a quarter of a century,
and have passed from a young to an old man. Here
my children have been born, and one is buried. I
now leave, not knowing when, or whether ever, I
may return, with a task before me greater than that
which rested upon Washington. Without the
assistance of the Divine Being who ever attended
him, I cannot succeed. With that assistance I
cannot fail. Trusting in Him who can go with me,
and remain with you, and be everywhere for good,
let us confidently hope that all will yet be well. To
His care commending you, as I hope in your
prayers you will commend me, I bid you an
affectionate farewell.
- February 11, 1861
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Book of Acts:
Amazing Grace Leads to
Amazing Growth

Lesson 13:
Nothing Stops
God’s Message
Lesson Focus
Paul faced many troubles, but God did not let anyone stop him
from telling people about Jesus.
Focal Text
Acts 23:11, 25:12, 28:16-31
Memory Verse
“He taught about the Lord Jesus Christ without fear. No one
stopped him.” (Acts 28:31b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Find and print some signs for Connect with Life #1.
♦ Locate a map of Paul’s voyage to Rome if you plan to
use one.
♦ Copy the Personal Testimony Outline if needed.
♦ If you choose to use the Extra Teaching Idea for Connect
with Life, prepare a short summary lecture about Paul’s sea
voyage to Rome in Acts 27-28.

Connect with Life

1. Find some free clip art like that below and print out signs
for the class to see. Post these signs around the room before
class begins today. When all class members arrive, call

attention to the signs. Ask if anyone knows what these signs
mean.
Say: These signs are all ways of telling people to stop
without going any further. These signs are meant to stop
people from going places. In today’s lesson, we will see that
many people tried to stop Paul from telling God’s message
about Jesus. But God’s message is too powerful. It can not
be stopped. God’s people can take His message everywhere
they go.
2. Point out the terms from today’s Word List. Then read the
introduction from today’s lesson in the Study Guide.

Guide the Study

3. Ask a class member to read Acts 23:11 and 25:12 for the
class. Read the Study Guide section entitled “Paul Has
Trouble” to help summarize the events from Acts 23-25.
Then guide the class to discuss Question #1 and 2 from
Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
4. Read Acts 28:16-24 for the class. Draw comments from
the Study Guide section entitled “Paul’s Trouble Cannot
Stop God’s Message.” Use the following chart to help
explain about some of the important Roman leaders
mentioned in the Study Guide.

Felix (Acts 24:10, 22-26)

•
•
•
•
•
•

A Roman leader in the area of Caesarea
Knew about the Christian religion
Kept Paul on house arrest
Had a Jewish wife
Listened to Paul preach
Liked to take bribes

•
•
•
•

New Roman leader in Caesarea after Felix died
Wanted respect of his Jewish subjects
Wanted Paul to stand trial in Jewish court
Instead sent Paul to Caesar in Rome

•
•
•

Festus (Acts 24:27-25:12)

Caesar (Acts 25:12)
This is a name that refers to the Roman Emperor
Nero was the Roman Emperor at this time
Roman citizens like Paul could ask the Emperor to hear
their case
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5. Ask a class member to read Acts 28:25-31. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “God’s
Message Spreads to Everyone.” In discussing these verses,
be sure to point out that the words in Acts 28:26-27 come
from Isaiah 6:9-10.

Isaiah 6:9-10
He said, “Go, and tell these people, ‘You hear
and hear but do not understand. You look and
look but do not see.’ Make the hearts of these
people hard. May their ears hear little and their
eyes see little. Or they will see with their eyes
and hear with their ears and understand with
their hearts, and turn again and be healed.”

Encourage Application

6. Guide the class to discuss Question #3 from Things to
Think about in the Study Guide.
Then, refer back to the warning signs around the
room. Recall that these signs are warnings meant to stop
people. Then ask Question #4 like this: What stops you
from telling God’s message?
7. Recite today’s Memory Verse with the class. Then close
class in prayer thanking God for Paul’s example.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Say: We have followed Paul and the other apostles on
their amazing journeys throughout the book of Acts. In the
last few chapters, Paul achieved his goal of sailing to
Rome to preach there. Present a short summary of Paul’s

sea voyage to Rome as described in Acts 27-28.
Conclude by noting that this was the worst
Mediterranean cruise ever, but it was proof that God’s
message cannot be stopped.

Guide the Study

♦ Use a map to show the route that Paul took from
Caesarea to Rome.
♦ Say: In the middle of Paul’s troubles, nothing stopped
him from telling others about Jesus. He spoke to prisoners
and to kings. One powerful example of this was when Paul
stood in front of King Agrippa in Acts 25. Paul told the king
how Jesus changed his life. When a Christian tells their
personal story about Jesus, it is very powerful. Let’s read
about Paul’s example.
Then read or summarize this story from Acts 25. A
free slide show of this story can be found at:
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-festus-agrippa/
You might find this helpful in summarizing the main
points of this event. Consider sharing it with the class.

Encourage Application

♦ After summarizing how Paul stood before Agrippa, give
class members the following outline to help them tell their
own personal story about Jesus.

Personal Testimony Outline
Before I Accepted Christ
What was my life like before I became a
Christian?
Where did I get my security and happiness?
Why did these areas not satisfy me?
How I Received Christ
What were the struggles that went through my
mind before I accepted Christ?
When and how did I respond to the gospel?
Why did I accept Christ?
After I Accepted Christ
What specific changes took place in my life?
Why am I now motivated differently?
In what ways does God bless and guide me even
though I am not perfect?
What is God doing in my life today?
Helpful Hints
Write the way you speak; make your testimony
personal.
Practice it until it becomes natural.

This free Bible map came from ebibleteacher.com. Consult this site if
you want to print it directly from their site:
http://www.ebibleteacher.com/sites/default/files/images/1/Twelve%
20Tribes%20of%20Israel%201024.JPG or if you would like to find
other reprintable maps and resources.

Challenge each class member to take some time this week
to answer the questions in the outline and to practice telling
their personal testimony to one other person, such as friend
or family member.

