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Adult Bible Study in Simplified English 

Study Guide 
 

2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 

This free, online curriculum is made  
possible by your gifts to the 
Mary Hill Davis Offering®  

for Texas Missions 

These lessons use the New Life Version (NLV) of the 

Bible. You can read it online at www.biblegateway.com 

and at www.studylight.org. BibleGateway has a free app 

available for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and Kindle 

Fire. If you prefer a hard copy of the NLV, go to 

barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).  

http://wmutx.org/mary-hill-davis
http://wmutx.org/mary-hill-davis


 Life is full of ups and downs, wins and 

losses. At times, we have great success. At 

other times, we lose big. From the life of King 

David, we can learn wisdom and direction for 

living through the changing times of our lives. 

 This unit studies David’s life — the 

good and the bad. We will see how David 

became the king of a country that was 

growing richer and growing larger. He 

worshipped God. He was humble. He was 

wise. He received God’s promise to make his 

kingdom last forever.  

 He started off well, but took a few 

wrong turns that caused problems for the rest 

of his life. David gave in to his sinful desires. 

He tried to hide his sins, but that just caused 

more problems and more sin. Then, his 

children began to sin in the same way as their 

father.  Here are a few things we will learn 

from 2 Samuel: 

(1) God is the giver of all the good things 

and blessings in our lives. Thank God for His 

grace and help for all the good things you 

enjoy. Choose to worship Him because of His 

love and grace.  

(2) Believe God’s Word. You can trust God’s 

promises. Read His Word and listen for His 
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voice in your heart. 

(3) Be on guard against sin. Protect your 

mind and heart from sinful desires, such as 

sexual sin, wrongful power over others, or the 

false need to own more and more.  

(4) Tell God you are sorry, then choose to 

live in holiness. When you see that you have 

sinned, be quick to ask for forgiveness and be 

faithful to choose to live right. 

(5) Protect your family by choosing God’s 

ways. Set a good example by choosing to live 

as God wants you to live. Children will 

follow your example. Make choices that will 

honor God.  

2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Introduction 



Lesson 1 David Becomes King 
2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 17,  
23-27; 2:1-4a 

Lesson 2 David Depends on God 2 Samuel 5:1-16 

Lesson 3 David Worships God 2 Samuel 6:1-15 

Lesson 4 David’s Plans and God’s Promises 2 Samuel 7:1-17 

Lesson 5 David’s Battles and God’s Power 2 Samuel 8:1-18 

Lesson 6 David’s Sin 2 Samuel 11:1-9, 12-18, 25-27 

Lesson 7 David’s Good Friend 2 Samuel 12:1-23 

Lesson 8 Like Father, Like Son 2 Samuel 13:1-2, 6-23, 28-29 

Lesson 9 Absalom Rebels 2 Samuel 15:1-16, 24-26, 30-31 

Lesson 10 Lies, Hurt, and Shame 2 Samuel 16:1-22 

Lesson 11 Grief for a Lost Son 2 Samuel 18:5-17, 19-23, 29-33 

Lesson 12 David’s Enemy is Defeated 
2 Samuel 20:1-2; 4-7a; 8a; 9-10; 

14-22 

Lesson 13 Judgment and Hope 
2 Samuel 24:1-4; 8-10; 13-18; 
21; 23a-25 

Easter 
Lesson 

Go and Tell Matthew 28:1-20 
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2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Lesson Overview 
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2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Word List 

Lesson 1 

defeat: failing to win or succeed, especially 

in battle 

fulfill: to complete a promise or a contract 

humility: not thinking you are better than 

someone else; not proud 

success: respect, fame, wealth, or victory that 

is earned 

 

Lesson 2 

attitude: a way of thinking and behaving  

inspirational: causing people to want to do 

something or act in a certain way 

source: someone or something that provides 

what is needed 

united: agreeing together in thought or in 

purpose 

 

Lesson 3 

preparations: work or activities done to get 

something ready  

stressful: causing you to feel worried, 

nervous, or troubled 

transformed: completely changed, usually in 

a good way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4 

disciple: to teach or to train for a certain way 

of living 

generation: a group of people in a family 

who are born and live during the same time  

repeat: to say or do something over again 

rejects: refuses to accept, agree, or consider 

something or someone 

 

Lesson 5 

evident: easily seen or understood 

frustrated: angry, discouraged, or upset 

because one is unable to do or complete 

something  

secure: protected from danger or harm 

 

Lesson 6 

cover up: a planned action to hide sin  

defeat: to win a victory over; to control or 

overcome 

lust: a very strong desire 

tempt: to cause someone to want to do 

something that is wrong or evil 

 

Lesson 7 

confront: to oppose or directly question the 

actions of someone 

public: in front of many people 

soul: the spiritual part of us that gives us life 

and will live forever 
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2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Word List 

Lesson 8 

disgrace: (verb) to cause someone to feel 

ashamed; (noun) the condition of feeling 

disrespected and shamed. 

impact: a powerful or major effect 

rape: make someone have sex against their 

will 

 

Lesson 9 

correct: to point out someone’s mistake and 

help them make it right 

foolish: not using good judgment 

pretend: to act like something is true when it 

is not 

rebel: to fight against, to refuse to follow the 

rules 

 

Lesson 10 

betrayed: hurt someone by not helping or by 

doing something wrong against them 

loyal: giving help or showing kindness to 

someone always 

rumors: stories that are told from person to 

person to person but may not be true 

 

Lesson 11 

enemy: a person or group of people who 

hates another person or group of people and 

fights to harm or kill that person or win in a 

battle. 

mourned: felt very sad because someone you 

loved died or left you. 

Lesson 12 

rebels: (noun) those who fight against the 

ruler 

rebel: (verb) to rebel is to fight  

trouble: (noun) problems or difficulties 

trouble: (verb) to cause trouble to; upset, 

pain, or worry 

troublemaker: a person who makes trouble 

for others, who causes others to rebel 

 

Lesson 13 

altar: a place where priests burned animals 

and gave other gifts to God 

confess: to tell of wrong-doing; to be sorry              

sacrifice: to give something to God, usually 

an animal, grain or wine. Sometimes to thank 

God, or to ask God to forgive sins. This 

sacrifice was a special animal that the priests 

killed. Then the priests burned it on the altar. 

 

Easter Lesson 

moccasins: flat shoes made from soft leather 

and worn by Native Americans 

mercy: kind and forgiving treatment 

proverb: a wise and true saying 
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2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Word List in Alphabetical Order 

These vocabulary words can found in the lesson 

listed in each definition; “L8” means Lesson 8.  
 

altar: a place where priests burned animals and gave 

other gifts to God (L13) 

attitude: a way of thinking and behaving (L2) 

betrayed: hurt someone by not helping or by doing 

something wrong against them (L10) 

confess: to tell of wrong-doing; to be sorry (L13)         

confront: to oppose or directly question the actions 

of someone (L7) 

correct: to point out someone’s mistake and help 

them make it right (L9) 

cover up: a planned action to hide sin (L6) 

defeat: failing to win or succeed, especially in battle 

(L1); to win a victory over; to control or 

overcome (L6) 

disgrace: (verb) to cause someone to feel ashamed; 

(noun) the condition of feeling disrespected and 

shamed (L8) 

enemy: a person or group of people who hates 

another person or group of people and fights to 

harm or kill that person or win in a battle (L11) 

evident: easily seen or understood (L5) 

foolish: not using good judgment (L9) 

frustrated: angry, discouraged, or upset because one 

is unable to do or complete something (L5) 

fulfill: to complete a promise or a contract (L1) 

generation: a group of people in a family who are 

born and live during the same time (L4)  

humility: not thinking you are better than someone 

else; not proud (L1) 

impact: a powerful or major effect (L8) 

inspirational: causing people to want to do 

something or act in a certain way (L2) 

loyal: giving help or showing kindness to someone 

always (L10) 

lust: a very strong desire (L6) 

mercy: kind and forgiving treatment (Easter Lesson) 

moccasins: flat shoes made from soft leather and 

worn by Native Americans (Easter Lesson) 

mourned: felt very sad because someone you loved 

died or left you (L11) 

preparations: work or activities done to get 

something ready (L3)  

pretend: to act like something is true when it is not 

(L9) 

proverb: a wise and true saying (Easter Lesson) 

public: in front of many people (L7) 

rape: make someone have sex against their will (L8) 

rebel: (verb) to fight against, to refuse to follow the 

rules (L9); to rebel is to fight (L12) 

rebels: (noun) those who fight against the ruler 

(L12) 

rejects: refuses to accept, agree, or consider 

something or someone (L4) 

repeat: to say or do something over again (L4) 

rumors: stories that are told from person to person 

to person but may not be true (L10) 

sacrifice: to give something to God, usually an 

animal, grain or wine. Sometimes to thank God, 

or to ask God to forgive sins. This sacrifice was 

a special animal that the priests killed. Then the 

priests burned it on the altar. (L13) 

secure: protected from danger or harm (L5) 

source: someone or something that provides what is 

needed (L2) 

soul: the spiritual part of us that gives us life and 

will live forever (L7) 

stressful: causing you to feel worried, nervous, or 

troubled (L3) 

success: respect, fame, wealth, or victory that is 

earned (L1) 

tempt: to cause someone to want to do something 

that is wrong or evil (L6) 

transformed: completely changed, usually in a good 

way (L3) 

trouble: (noun) problems or difficulties (L12); 

(verb) to cause trouble to; upset, pain, or worry 

(L12) 

troublemaker: a person who makes trouble for 

others, who causes others to rebel (L12) 

united: agreeing together in thought or in purpose 

(L2) 
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2 Samuel: Success and Sin in David’s Life 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 

“ But I tell you, love those who hate you. 

Respect and give thanks for those who say 

bad things to you. Do good to those who hate 

you.” (Matthew 5:44a) 

 

Lesson 2 

“I am the Vine and you are the branches. Get 

your life from Me. Then I will live in you and 

you will give much fruit. You can do nothing 

without Me.” (John 15:5) 

 

Lesson 3 

“Honor the Lord our God. Worship at His 

feet. For He is holy!” (Psalm 99:5) 

 

Lesson 4 

“For the Lord is good. His loving-kindness 

lasts forever. And He is faithful to all people 

and to all their children-to-come.” (Psalm 

100:5) 

 

Lesson 5 

“The Lord has made His saving power 

known. He has shown to the nations how 

right and good He is.” (Psalm 98:2) 

 

Lesson 6 

”He makes me strong again. He leads me in 

the way of living right with Himself which 

brings honor to His name.” (Psalm 23:3) 

 

Lesson 7 

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light 

to my path.“ (Psalm 119:105) 

Lesson 8 

“There is a way which looks right to a man, 

but its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 

14:12)  

 

Lesson 9 

“But You, O Lord, are a covering around me, 

my shining-greatness, and the One Who lifts 

my head.” (Psalm 3:3) 

 

Lesson 10 

“ ‘It may be that the Lord will look upon my 

trouble and return good to me instead of his 

bad words today.’ ” (2 Samuel 16:12) 

 

Lesson 11 

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken 

heart. And He saves those who are broken in 

spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

 

Lesson 12 

“I am one of peace and faith in Israel.” 

(2 Samuel 20:19a)   

 

Lesson 13 

“I will not give burnt gifts to the Lord my 

God which I do not pay for." (2 Samuel 

24:24b)   

 

Easter Lesson 

“He is not here! He has risen from the dead 

as He said He would.” (Matthew 28:6a) 
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You win some; you lose some. This is a 

common English phrase. It means that life 

brings both good things and bad things. Each 

of our lives is filled with highs and lows. 

Everyone experiences both success and 

defeat. Success brings great joy in life.  But 

we all suffer the pain of defeat at times.  

David was a special man in the eyes of 

God. David was “pleasing to Him in every 

way” (1 Corinthians 13:14). Still David knew 

both success and defeat in his own life.  

God chose David to be king of Israel 

when he was just a boy. At the time, Saul was 

king of Israel. David did not try to defeat 

Saul. He did not declare himself as God’s 

chosen king right away. Instead he waited on 

God’s plan.  David served King Saul. He 

became a leader in Saul’s army. He became 

close friends with Saul’s son, Jonathan (1 

Samuel 18:1). Later, he married Saul’s 

daughter, Michal (1 Samuel 18:20-28). The 

people of Israel admired David (1 Samuel 

18:16).   

Eventually, Saul became jealous of 

David. The two men became strong enemies 

(1 Samuel 21:10). Saul tried to kill David (1 

Samuel 18:6-9). Because of this, David lived 

in hiding with his faithful followers. During 

this time, Saul led the army of Israel in battle 

against the Philistines. The outcome of this 

battle would change things for David. 

 

Saul’s Death (2 Samuel 1:1-4) 

 While Saul was battling the Philistines, 

David fought the Amalekites. God gave 

David a great victory (1 Samuel 30). But 

when David returned home, he received bad 

news. A man came to David from Saul’s 

tents. This man wore torn clothes and had 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

2 Samuel: 
Success and Sin in David’s Life 

 

Lesson 1: 
David Becomes King 

Bible Text 
2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 17, 23-27; 2:1-4a 

 
Memory Verse 

“ But I tell you, love those who hate you. Respect 
and give thanks for those who say bad things to 
you. Do good to those who hate you.”  
(Matthew 5:44a) 
 

Word List 
defeat: failing to win or succeed, especially in 
battle 
fulfill: to complete a promise or a contract 
humility: not thinking you are better than 
someone else; not proud 
success: respect, fame, wealth, or victory that is 
earned 
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dust on his head (v. 2). He had an important 

message for David.  

 The way the man looked might have 

given David a clue about his message. To 

Jews like David, torn clothes and dust were 

signs of deep grief.  Indeed, this man’s news 

brought great sorrow to David. Saul’s army 

was defeated at Mount Gilboa. Many had 

died. King Saul and his son Jonathan died in 

the battle.  

 

David’s Grief  

(2 Samuel 1:11-12, 17, 23-27) 

 Bitter sorrow replaced David’s joy 

over defeating the Amalekites. The leader 

whom David faithfully served was dead. 

David’s close friend Jonathan was also dead. 

Grief hit David hard. He and his men tore 

their clothes (v. 11). They wept and cried and 

did not eat (v. 12). David’s actions showed 

his deep sadness.  

 David’s grief for Jonathan is easy to 

understand. Jonathan was a loyal and faithful 

friend to David. Once Jonathan even 

protected David from Saul’s plan to kill him 

(1 Samuel 20). These two men cared deeply 

for one another.  

 David’s grief for Saul is harder to 

understand. These two men were enemies. 

Saul knew that God had chosen David to take 

his place as king. He hated David for this. 

Still, David honored King Saul. He 

understood that God had long ago chosen Saul 

to be King (v.14). He knew that Saul had done 

powerful things for Israel (v.19, 25, 27). He 

knew that other nations viewed Saul as the 

leader of God’s people. David grieved for the 

defeat of Israel’s leader. 

 David and Saul were clear enemies. Yet 

David responded to his enemy in a surprising 

way. He honored both Saul and Jonathan with 

words of praise. He praised them as mighty 

warriors. David said they were “faster than 

eagles” and “stronger than lions” (v. 23). 

These are not the kinds of words people would 

expect David to say about an enemy. 

 The way of the world is different from 

God’s way. The world tells us to rejoice when 

our enemies suffer. The world tells us to 

celebrate our enemies’ pain. God’s power 

helped David choose a different way.  

 

Israel’s New King (2 Samuel 2:1-4) 

 David knew that Saul’s death meant 

that he would be the king of Israel (1 Samuel 

16). David had been living away from God’s 

people. He was hiding from Saul because Saul 

wanted to kill him. Now that Saul was dead, 

David wondered if he should return.  

 David asked God for wisdom about 

what to do next (v. 1). God told David to 

return to the city of Hebron (v. 2). So David 

and his men returned to Hebron with their 

families (v. 3). The men of Judah came to 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Has an enemy ever made things hard for you in 
life? How did you respond? 
 

2. What experiences in your life have caused you 
deep grief? How do you express this kind of 
sadness? 
 

3. What experiences in your life have brought great 
success? How did you treat others in the midst of 
your success? 
 

4. What qualities do you admire in a leader? 
 

5. What about David’s experience of becoming king 
sets an example that you need to follow? 

 

David in Hebron. They chose him to be king 

over the families of Judah (v. 4). This fulfilled 

God’s plan for David to become king. In time, 

David would become king over all the 

families of Israel. 

 David had waited many years for God’s 

words to come true. Now he would be king 

just as God said he would. In his success, 

David acted with great humility. He was not 

proud. He did not declare himself king when 

he heard about Saul’s death. He did not force 

the people to make him king. Instead he asked 

God for wisdom.  

 David obeyed all God’s instructions. 

And he waited for God to fulfill His word. 

David’s actions showed he had an obedient 

heart. He proved that he was a leader God 

could trust. His example is one all Christians 

can follow. 

Things to Remember 

 By following God’s will from his 

youth, David became Saul’s enemy. Surely 

there were times when David grew angry 

with the way Saul treated him. Surely there 

were times when David doubted God’s plan 

for him to be king. Surely there were times 

when David questioned why he must live in 

hiding.  

 Saul did many things to harm David. It 

would be easy to understand if David 

celebrated Saul’s death. However, David’s 

example teaches us something important. 

David shows we can bring honor to God in 

the way we treat our enemies. When we do 

this, we show our trust in God and others see 

the strength of God’s power in our lives.  



2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 17, 23-27; 2:1-4 

1 Now after the death of Saul, David 

returned from killing the Amalekites and 

stayed two days in Ziklag.  

2 On the third day, a man came from the 

tents of Saul. His clothes were torn and he 

had dust on his head. When he came to 

David, he fell with his face to the ground.  

3 David said to him, “Where do you come 

from?” And he answered, “I have run away 

from the tents of Israel.”  

4 David said to him, “How did it go? Tell 

me.” And the man said, “The people have 

run from the battle. Many have fallen and are 

dead. Saul and his son Jonathan are dead 

also.” 

… 

11 Then David took hold of his clothes and 

tore them, and so did all the men who were 

with him.  

12 They cried in sorrow and did not eat until 

evening, because of Saul and his son 

Jonathan, and of the people of the Lord and 

of the family of Israel. For they had fallen by 

the sword.  

... 

17 Then David sang a song of sorrow for 

Saul and his son Jonathan.  

... 

23 “Saul and Jonathan were loved and 

pleasing in their life. And they were not 

divided in their death. They were faster than 

eagles. They were stronger than lions.  

24 O daughters of Israel, cry for Saul. He 

dressed you in fine red clothing. He put on 

your clothing objects of gold.  

25 How have the powerful fallen in the 

center of the battle! Jonathan has been killed 

on your high places.  

26 I am troubled because of you, my brother 

Jonathan. You have been very pleasing to 

me. Your love to me was greater than the 

love of women.  

27 How have the powerful fallen, and the 

bows and swords of war destroyed!” 

... 

2:1 After this, David asked the Lord, 

“Should I go up to one of the cities of 

Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go up.” 

So David said, “Where should I go?” And 

He said, “To Hebron.”  

2 So David went up there with his two 

wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail who 

had been the wife of Nabal of Carmel.  

3 David brought up his men who were with 

him, each one with those of his family. 

They lived in the cities of Hebron.  

4 Then the men of Judah came and there 

they chose David to be king over the family 

of Judah. 
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 Over 70,000 results appear if you search 

Amazon’s website for books about success. 

Success is a popular topic. Everyone wants to 

be successful. We want to have success in 

school. We want to have success at work. We 

want to have success as parents. And we want 

our children to have success, too.  

 But what is success? Is it money? Is it 

fame? Is it power? For most people, success 

means getting what you want. Money, fame, 

and power are certainly things that most 

people want. To the world’s way of thinking, 

these are things that make people successful. 

 Especially in America, people will do 

any number of things to gain success. They 

read books. They pay to attend special 

classes. They listen to inspirational speakers. 

They work many hours. They sacrifice time 

with family. Some even break rules if they 

think it will bring success.  

 The life of David teaches us about 

success. David’s life was full of success. He 

was a strong warrior. He was an admired 

leader. He was God’s favored servant. He was 

a mighty king among the nations. David had 

wealth and wisdom and power and fame. By 

today’s standards, he was very successful. But 

the source of David’s success would surprise 

most people.  

 

King of All Israel (2 Samuel 5:1-5) 

 After Saul died, the family groups of 

Judah chose David to be their king. These 

family groups were only part of the nation of 

Israel. David made his home in Hebron and 

ruled as their king for seven and a half years 

(1 Samuel 2:11). He was a strong leader. 

 Saul’s family ruled the rest of Israel. 

There was much fighting between David’s 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

2 Samuel: 
Success and Sin in David’s Life 

 

Lesson 2: 
David Depends on God 

Bible Text 
2 Samuel 5:1-16 

 
Memory Verse 

“I am the Vine and you are the branches. Get 
your life from Me. Then I will live in you and you 
will give much fruit. You can do nothing without 
Me.” (John 15:5) 
 

Word List 
attitude: a way of thinking and behaving  
inspirational: causing people to want to do 
something or act in a certain way 
source: someone or something that provides 
what is needed 
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family and Saul’s family (1 Samuel 3:1). 

God gave David even more success and 

made him even stronger. After much 

fighting, many from Saul’s family died. The 

rest of the family groups of Israel agreed they 

wanted David to be their king (v. 3).  

 The fighting between David’s family 

and Saul’s family ended. David became the 

king of all the family groups in Israel. He 

ruled over all Israel for 33 years. God’s favor 

rested on David. The family groups of Israel 

became united again. The nation of Israel 

enjoyed David’s success as king.  

 David waited a long time to be king. 

He knew for many years that he was the 

rightful king of all Israel. God had said this 

through the early preacher Samuel. But 

David waited on God’s timing. He did not 

use force to take the throne. He asked God 

what to do. And he did everything that God 

told him.  

 By doing things God’s way, David 

helped the nation of  Israel become stronger. 

Things could have turned out differently if 

David took the throne by force. He would 

have made many enemies. He would have 

ruled a divided nation. This would have 

caused even more problems for David. While 

David waited on God’s plan, God united the 

people of Israel. When David became king, it 

was because all of Israel wanted him. 

Waiting on God brought David much success 

as king. 

  

King of Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5:6-10) 

 After David became Israel’s king, he 

fought many important battles. The Jebusites 

controlled the city of Jerusalem. (v. 6). The 

Jebusites did not think David could harm 

them. But God helped David defeat them. 

After this, David “lived in the strong place and 

called it the city of David” (v. 8). The city of 

Jerusalem became a great city while David 

was king. God increased David’s success in 

Jerusalem. He made David “greater and 

greater” (v. 10). God was with David in all 

that he did.  

 God alone was the source of David’s 

success. David knew his strength came from 

the Lord. He depended on God to give him 

wisdom and power. In the Book of Psalms, 

David wrote about the strength God gave him. 

He said, “I love You, O Lord, my strength” 

(Psalm 18:1). David’s attitude was different 

from other leaders. He did not brag about his 

own strength. Instead, he praised God for his 

successes. 

 

King Among the Nations 

  God gave David success beyond the 

borders of Israel. When David became king, 

other leaders in the world saw his power. They 

knew it was important to get along with 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What words would you use to describe a 
successful person?  
 

2. Have you ever waited a long time for God’s plans 
to unfold? What blessings came from waiting on 
God? 
 

3. Name some ways that God made David greater 
and greater. 
 

4. Name some ways that David practiced depending 
on God. 
 

5. In what situation do you need to depend more on 
God? What steps can you take? 

powerful leaders like David. So they honored 

David. For example, the king of Tyre sent 

David a meaningful gift. King Hiram of Tyre 

sent workers and supplies to build David a 

house. The king of Tyre did not worship the 

One true God of David. Still God used him to 

build a beautiful palace for David.  

 God’s favor rested on David. And 

David’s success brought glory to God. David 

understood this (v. 12).  Jerusalem grew. 

David’s family grew (v. 13). And God’s 

kingdom grew. God used David’s success to 

spread His fame among the nations. 

 

Things to Remember 

 David knew that God alone was the 

source of his success. He knew that success 

only came when God was with him. So David 

sought God with his whole heart. This is what 

made David different from other leaders. 

Because David obeyed God, God trusted 

David to lead the nation of Israel.  

 David recognized he could do nothing 

apart from God. He depended on God. When 

David needed wisdom, he sought God’s 

direction. When God gave David success, 

David gave God thanks and praise. This is 

what made him such a strong leader. This is 

why God granted him so much success.  

 The reason for David’s success would 

surprise most people. Many people think hard 

work brings success. Others think that a good 

education brings success. Some think that 

money can buy success. Still others believe 

strong talent brings success. Most people 

believe that you must rely on yourself to 

become successful. But David’s life shows 

that success comes when we depend on God. 

 Seek God. Obey God. Thank God. 

Praise God. Depend on God. These things 

will bring you great success in God’s 

kingdom. When you live like this, you will 

also bring God much glory. 



2 Samuel 5:1-16 

1 Then all the families of Israel came to 

David at Hebron and said, “See, we are your 

bone and your flesh.  

2 When Saul was our king, you were the one 

who led Israel out and in. The Lord said to 

you, ‘You will be the shepherd of My people 

Israel. You will be a ruler over Israel.’”  

3 So all the leaders of Israel came to the king 

at Hebron. And there King David made an 

agreement with them before the Lord. Then 

they chose David to be the king of Israel.  

4 David was thirty years old when he became 

king, and he ruled for forty years.  

5 He ruled over Judah seven years and six 

months at Hebron. Then he ruled in 

Jerusalem thirty-three years over all Israel 

and Judah. 

6 Now the king and his men went to 

Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the people 

living in the land. They said to David, “You 

will not come here. Even those who cannot 

see or walk could stop you.” They thought 

that David could not come here.  

7 But David took the strong place of Zion, 

that is, the city of David.  

8 David said on that day, “Whoever would 

kill the Jebusites, let him go up through the 

hole where the water flows, to those who 

cannot walk or see and who are hated by 

David’s soul.” So it is said, “Those who 

cannot see or walk will not come to the 

house.”  

9 David lived in the strong place and called 

it the city of David. He built all around it 

from Millo toward the center.  

10 David became greater and greater, for 

the Lord God of All was with him. 

11 Hiram king of Tyre sent men to David 

with cedar trees and men who build with 

wood and stone. And they built a house for 

David.  

12 David understood that the Lord had 

made him the king of Israel, and that the 

Lord had given honor to David’s rule 

because of His people Israel. 

13 David took more wives from Jerusalem, 

after he came from Hebron. And more sons 

and daughters were born to him.  

14 The names of those who were born to 

him in Jerusalem were Shammua, Shobab, 

Nathan, Solomon,  

15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia,  

16 Elishama, Eliada and Eliphelet. 
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 My family has moved a lot. Because our 

family is large, moving is a big job. Many 

preparations are needed. Each room must be 

cleaned and organized. Things must be packed 

carefully to keep them from breaking. Every 

box must be labeled. Strong workers must 

carry all the boxes and furniture onto a moving 

truck. The boxes must be arranged just right so 

that everything will fit inside the truck. The 

whole house must be cleaned after it is empty. 

And that is only half the job! 

 At the new house, more work must be 

done. The truck must be unpacked. All the 

boxes have to be placed in the correct rooms. 

Then all the items have to be unpacked and 

put in their new places. From beginning to 

end, the act of moving can take several 

weeks.  

 Moving is definitely hard work! Things 

often do not work as planned. Sometimes 

things get lost or broken. Sometimes it takes 

longer than you plan. Moving can be a 

stressful experience.  

 King David wanted the nation of Israel 

to make an important move. He wanted Israel 

to move the special box of God to Jerusalem. 

The special box of God was not big. But it 

was very important. The special box of God 

held important items. The stone writings of 

the Law were in the special box of God. Most 

of all, the special box of God was the place of 

God’s presence. Moving the special box of 

God would take extra work and extra care.  

  

The Presence of God (2 Samuel 6:1-5) 

 During the time David was king, he did 

many important things. Jerusalem became a 

great city under David’s rule. David wanted 

to bring the special box of God to Jerusalem. 

Moving it to Jerusalem would keep it safe 

from Israel’s enemies. Once it was in 
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Jerusalem, the city would become even 

greater. Then Jerusalem would become even 

more important to Israel.  

 David began to make plans for moving 

the special box of God. He did many things. 

He raised an army of 30,000 men to help him 

(v.1). They would protect the special box of 

God and help with the move. They went to 

the town of Baale-judah (v. 2). The special 

box of God was there at the home of a priest 

named Abinadab (v. 3). David was careful to 

protect the box by using a new wagon to 

move it (v. 3). Jews from every family group 

in Israel cheered and celebrated as they 

moved the special box of God (v. 5). 

 David planned the move carefully. He 

worked hard to do everything the right way. 

But he forgot one important thing. He forgot 

to depend on God’s plan. He did not seek 

God’s wisdom or help in making the move. 

In fact, God already gave special directions 

about a move like this. The special directions 

were written in the Jewish law (Exodus 

25:13-14; Numbers 7:9). But David made his 

own plans for the move. And this was a 

serious problem. 

 

The Power of God (2 Samuel 6:6-11) 

 The special box of God was the place 

of God’s presence. God’s holiness rested on 

the box with great power. God’s great power 

was a serious matter for sinful men. That is 

why God gave Israel many rules about the 

special box of God. These rules protected 

them. Only priests could go near the special 

box or touch it. Even priests had to follow 

special rules to keep them safe. Anyone who 

did not follow these rules would die because 

of the strength of God’s holy power.  

 Along the journey, the cart began to fall 

(v. 6). Abinadab’s son Uzzah acted quickly 

without thinking. He did not want the special 

box of God to fall. He touched the box and 

died. Uzzah suffered a hard punishment 

because of his mistake (v. 7). This reminded 

David and his army of God’s strong power.  

 As David thought about this, he became 

afraid of God’s holiness (v. 9). David had not 

thought a lot about God’s holy power when he 

planned the move. But now David 

remembered the power of the presence of 

God. He was too afraid to continue the 

journey. So he left the special box of God 

where it was. He did not take it to Jerusalem 

(v. 10). Instead, the special box of God stayed 

in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for 

three months (v. 11). David’s plans to move 

the special box of God did not succeed. 

 

The Joy of Worship (2 Samuel 6:12-15) 

 After three months, a message came to 

David. The Lord “brought good to the house 

of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, 

because of the special box of God” (v. 12). 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What is the first thing you usually do when you 
have a big job ahead of you?  
 

2. Do you think David purposefully ignored God’s 
instructions for moving the special box of God? Why 
or why not? 
 

3. How do you feel when you think about the strong 
power of God’s holiness? 
 

4. How can you prepare your heart to experience joy 
in worship? 

David forgot his fear. He remembered God’s 

goodness. He returned bring the special box 

of God to Jerusalem (v. 12).  

 This journey to Jerusalem was different 

from the first one. This time David focused on 

God’s plan instead of his own. David 

followed God’s instructions for moving the 

special box. He did not use a cart. Instead, 

men carried the special box of God (v. 13). 

And David made special sacrifices to God 

along the way (v. 13). He did not wear the 

clothes of a king. Instead he wore the clothes 

of a priest (v. 14). By doing these things, 

David focused on God’s holiness instead of 

his own goal to get the box to Jerusalem.  

  

Things to Remember 

 It is easy to make our own plans. But 

failing to depend on God can bring serious 

problems. David saw this for himself at the 

death of Uzzah. Uzzah’s death reminded 

David of God’s holy power. Remembering 

God’s holy power helped change David’s 

heart. David no longer thought of his own 

plans as important. Instead his heart was 

filled with worship for a holy God. This true 

worship brought great joy to David. It 

brought great joy to all the family groups of 

Israel (v. 15). And it brought David great 

success. The special box of God came to 

Jerusalem. The place of God’s presence 

rested in the great city of Jerusalem. 

 God is holy. His ways are not our 

ways. His plans are not our plans. We must 

always seek His wisdom and power. In doing 

so, our actions will be transformed into acts 

of worship. Then we will celebrate like 

David. We will know joy like Israel. And we 

will experience blessing like Jerusalem. May 

God be praised! 



2 Samuel 6:1-15 

1 Again David gathered all the chosen men 

of Israel. There were 30,000.  

2 He got up and went with all the people 

who were with him to Baale-judah to bring 

from there the special box of God. It is called 

by the name of the Lord of All Who sits on 

His throne above the cherubim.  

3 They carried the special box of God on a 

new wagon, and brought it out of the family 

of Abinadab which was on the hill. 

Abinadab’s sons Uzzah and Ahio were 

leading the new wagon.  

4 They brought it with the special box of 

God from the family of Abinadab, which 

was on the hill. Ahio was walking in front of 

the special box.  

5 And David and all those of the family of 

Israel sang and danced before the Lord with 

all their strength. They played songs with 

harps and timbrels. 

6 But the cattle pulling the wagon almost 

made the special box of God fall when they 

came to the grain-floor of Nacon. So Uzzah 

put out his hand and took hold of the special 

box so it would not fall.  

7 The anger of the Lord burned against 

Uzzah. God killed him there for his mistake. 

And he died there by the special box of God.  

8 David became angry because the Lord had 

gone against Uzzah. So that place is called 

Perez-uzzah to this day.  

9 David was afraid of the Lord that day, and 

he said, “How can the special box of the 

Lord come to me?”  

10 So David was not willing to move the 

special box of the Lord into the city of 

David. But he took it aside to the house of 

Obed-edom the Gittite.  

11 The special box of the Lord stayed in the 

house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three 

months. And the Lord brought good to 

Obed-edom and all of his family. 

12 Now it was told to King David, “The 

Lord has brought good to the house of Obed

-edom and all that belongs to him, because 

of the special box of God.” So David went 

and brought the special box of God from 

Obed-edom’s family into the city of David 

with joy.  

13 When the men who carried the special 

box of the Lord had gone six steps, David 

killed and gave to the Lord a bull and a fat 

calf.  

14 He was dancing before the Lord with all 

his strength. And he was wearing a linen 

vest.  

15 So David and all those of the family of 

Israel were bringing the special box of the 

Lord with a loud voice and the sound of the 

horn.  
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 Do you think about doing great things 

for God? Maybe you dream of donating 

money for a new ministry building. Maybe 

you dream of going to another country to tell 

about Jesus. Maybe you imagine preaching to 

large crowds of people. Perhaps you hope to 

adopt several children into your family to love 

and disciple them. Maybe you desire to lead a 

large church that shares God’s love with your 

city. These are all good things to do. These 

are all things that honor God. 

 There are many ways to honor God. So 

how do we know which good things God 

wants us to do? It is easy to choose for 

ourselves. It is easy to make our own plans. It 

is easy to ask God to bless our plans. But how 

can we be sure we know God’s plan? The 

answer is simple. But it is not easy. We must 

ask God before we make our plans.  

 King David did many important things 

for God. David defeated Israel’s enemies in 

battle. David moved the special box of God to 

Jerusalem. Under David’s leadership, 

Jerusalem became a strong and important city.   

David was a great king of Israel. God gave 

him much success. And David loved God. It 

would be easy for David to plan great things 

for God’s glory. But even a king should seek 

God when he makes plans. 

 David learned to depend on God. When 

he failed to seek God’s help, David’s plans 

failed. David learned from these mistakes. 

But this was a lesson he would have to repeat 

many times. In his heart, David wanted to 

honor God. Even so, he still made mistakes. 

Each time, God showed His faithfulness to 

David. 

 

David’s Heart for God (2 Samuel 7:1-3) 

 God was good to David. God made him 

a successful king. He even sent workers from 
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another kingdom to build David a beautiful 

home (2 Samuel 5:11). David’s house was 

the finest in all of Jerusalem. David was 

thankful to God. But David knew that the 

special box of God did not rest in a home as 

nice as his (v. 2). One day, David spoke to 

Nathan about this. Nathan was a man who 

spoke for God (v. 2). David told Nathan how 

he wanted to build a beautiful house for the 

special box of God. 

 Nathan knew that David worshiped 

God with all his heart. He also knew that 

God gave David much success. God’s Spirit 

was with David (v. 3). Nathan told David to 

“do all that” was “in his mind” (v. 3). He 

encouraged David to build a house for the 

special box of God. But this was not wise 

advice. It was not wise because Nathan did 

not ask God first.   

 

God’s Promise to David   

(2 Samuel 7:4-11) 

 God appeared to Nathan in a dream (v. 

4). He had a message for David. He knew 

David’s great love for Him. He wanted to 

keep David from acting apart from His plans. 

God questioned David’s plan (vv. 5-7). God 

wanted David to see it was not His plan for 

building a house for the special box of God. 

A man’s plans can not succeed without 

God’s help. David’s plan was not God’s 

plan. And God wanted to protect David from 

failure.  

 God rejected David’s plan. Even so, He 

took time to encourage David. God reminded 

David of His presence. God was with David in 

the past. He took David from being a shepherd 

to become king. God destroyed all of Israel’s 

enemies while David was king. God promised 

to be with David in the future, too. He 

promised to make David’s name famous (v. 

10). And He promised to protect Israel, giving 

the nation rest from its enemies (v. 10). Even 

more, God promised that he would grow the 

house of David into a mighty family of Israel 

(v. 10).  

 

God’s Promise to David’s Son  

(2 Samuel 7:12-17) 

 God made it clear that His promises 

would last beyond David’s earthly life. His 

promises were also for David’s son (v. 12). In 

fact, David’s son would build a house for the 

special box of God (v. 13). God promised that 

David’s son would know His presence. God 

promised to love and discipline David’s son 

(v. 14). God promised that His loving-

kindness would not leave David’s son (v. 15). 

 God’s promises to David were strong 

promises. They would even last beyond 

David’s son. God kept His promises to 

generations of David’s family. God blessed 

all of Israel through David’s family. The 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What important things have you planned in your 
heart to do for God? 
 

2. Do you think David was surprised that David 
rejected his plan to build a house for the special box 
of God? Why or why not? 
 

3. What part of God’s message do you think was 
most encouraging to David? 
 

4. How do you respond when God does not bless 
your plans and ideas? 
 

5. What qualities in David’s life do you need to 
develop in your own life?  

blessing of David would last forever among 

God’s people (v. 16).  

 God’s kindness to David showed His 

deep love and care for His people. David 

made mistakes. Nathan made mistakes. But 

God’s love for His people never changed. 

God is good. His love lasts forever. And His 

promises can be trusted. These truths brought 

joy to David’s heart. 

 

Things to Remember 

 David’s plans and God’s promises both 

point to one important truth. God deserves 

honor and glory. David’s plans were different 

from God’s plans. Still, David knew God’s 

plans were good. David was sure that God’s 

love and kindness never end. God promised 

David these things would last forever. And 

David had experienced these things for 

himself. Even when David learned his plans 

would not happen, David trusted God. He was 

sure of God’s goodness. So he responded to 

God with love and praise in His heart.   

 How do you respond when God rejects 

your plans? It is easy to be angry. It is easy to 

be hurt. It is easy to complain. It is easy to be 

disappointed. None of these were David’s 

responses. Instead, David considered the 

goodness of God’s promises first. David said 

to God: “….You are great, O Lord God. 

There is none like You. And there is no God 

but You...What other nation on earth is like 

Your people Israel?” (2 Samuel 7:22-23). 

David added, “...Your name will be honored 

forever. It will be said ‘The Lord of All is 

God over Israel.’” (2 Samuel 7:26). 

 David’s humble response is an example  

we should follow. Above all else, we must 

remember God’s loving-kindness. We can 

trust and praise God. When we seek His plan, 

he shows us His goodness and wisdom. He 

shapes our hearts when we change our plans 

for His. And His faithfulness follows us our 

whole life long. 



2 Samuel 7:1-17 

1 King David lived in his house. The Lord 

had given him rest from all those around him 

who hated him. At this time,  

2 the king said to Nathan, the man who 

spoke for God, “See now, I live in a house of 

cedar wood. But the special box of God stays 

within tent curtains.”  

3 Nathan said to the king, “Go and do all that 

is in your mind. For the Lord is with you.” 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord 

came to Nathan, saying,  

5 “Go and tell My servant David, ‘This is 

what the Lord says, “Are you the one who 

should build a house for Me to live in?  

6 I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought the people of Israel from Egypt to 

this day. But I have been moving about with 

a tent to live in.  

7 In all the places where I have moved with 

all the people of Israel, did I say anything 

about this to any of the families of Israel 

which I told to shepherd My people? Did I 

say to any of them, ‘Why have you not built 

a house of cedar wood for Me?’”’  

8 So now tell My servant David, ‘This is 

what the Lord of All says, “I took you from 

following the sheep in the field to be the 

ruler of My people Israel.  

9 I have been with you in all the places you 

have gone. I have destroyed from in front of 

you all those who fought against you. I will 

make you a great name, like the names of the 

great men who are on the earth.  

10 I will choose a place for My people 

Israel and will plant them, that they may 

live in their own place and not be troubled 

again. The sinful will not bring trouble to 

them any more, as they did before  

11 since the day I told special people to rule 

My people Israel. I will give you rest from 

all those who hate you. And the Lord makes 

known to you that He will make a house for 

you.  

12 When your days are done and you lie 

down with your fathers, I will raise up your 

son after you, who will be born from you. 

And I will build his nation.  

13 He will build a house for My name, and I 

will build the throne of his nation to last 

forever.  

14 I will be a Father to him and he will be a 

son to Me. When he sins, I will punish him 

with the stick of men. And I will let the sons 

of men hit him.  

15 But My loving-kindness will not leave 

him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 

took away from you.  

16 Your house and your nation will be made 

sure before Me forever. Your throne will be 

built to last forever.”’”  

17 Nathan said to David all these words of 

this special dream. 
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 Last week, the electricity went out in 

our neighborhood for the whole afternoon. I 

had many things I needed to do. Five hours 

without electricity made things hard for me. I 

was surprised how much I depend on 

electricity. I needed to bake cookies for my 

daughter’s class at school. I had a stove, but it 

did not work without electricity. I also needed 

to vacuum the floor because guests were 

coming to visit. I had a vacuum, but it did not 

work without electricity. In addition, I needed 

to fill out a job application on the Internet. I 

had a computer, but without electricity I could 

not turn it on. I felt frustrated all afternoon. 

 When the electricity came back on, I 

was very grateful! I did not realize how much 

I needed power from electricity to make my 

life work. I had an excellent stove, an 

expensive vacuum cleaner, and the latest 

computer model. But without the power of 

electricity, none of these things did me any 

good. The items could not supply power for 

themselves. Without power, they 

accomplished nothing. 

 The same thing is true for God’s 

people. We might have talent. We might have 

knowledge. We might have skills. We might 

even have time and money to share. But we 

need God’s power to make things work in our 

lives. For Christians, God is the true source of 

power. 

 

Victory in Battle (2 Samuel 8:1-6) 

 God’s power was on clear display in 

the life of King David. He had skill in battle. 

He had wisdom to rule as king. He had 

strength to lead God’s people. And he had a 

heart to worship the Lord. But it was God’s 

power that brought victory and success to 

David’s life.  

 The Philistines were the enemy of 

Israel since David was a boy. As a youth, 

David was not old enough to join Saul’s army 
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in fighting the Philistines. Still, David killed 

the famous Philistine giant Goliath (1 Samuel 

17). He used only a stick and five stones. 

Even so, the Philistines continued to fight the 

Israelites as long as Saul was king. In fact, 

Saul died at the hands of the Philistines in the 

battle of Mount Gilboa (1 Samuel 31). 

 When David became king over all 

Israel, God gave him victory over the 

Philistines (v. 1). After this, God began to 

make David a strong king. He began to make 

Israel a secure nation. He used His power to 

give David victory over Israel’s many 

enemies. First, God’s power gave David 

victory over the armies of Moab (v. 2). Next, 

God’s power gave David victory over King 

Hadadezer’s armies from Zobah (v. 3). God’s 

power also helped David defeat the Syrians 

(v. 6). On every side of Israel, God defeated 

the enemies of His people.  

 These things happened because of 

God’s power. David had strong armies. 

David had skill in battle. But it was God’s 

power that brought victory to David. For “the 

Lord helped David every place he went” (v. 

6). God was the source of David’s power in 

battle. 

  

The Rewards of Victory  

(2 Samuel 8:7-14) 

 Victory in battle brought rich rewards 

for the nation of Israel. David took much 

wealth from the enemies Israel defeated in 

battle. David gained large amounts of gold 

and brass (v. 7-8).  Leaders from nearby 

nations feared David because of the battles he 

won by God’s power. They wanted peace and 

friendship with Israel’s king. So they sent 

David rich gifts of silver, gold, and brass (v. 

10).  

 David was a wise king who loved God. 

He did not fail to remember that these rewards 

came because of God’s great power. So David 

set these rewards apart as an offering to God 

(v. 11). He did not keep these rewards for 

himself. And God honored David for this. 

David was respected by leaders from all the 

nations (v. 13).  

 God gave David more victory in other 

battles. God’s power helped David defeat the 

Syrians and the Edomites. God helped him in 

these places and in every place he went (v. 

14). These things happened because David 

never forgot that God was the source of power 

for His people. 

 

A Successful Leader  

(2 Samuel 8:15-18) 

 Because David understood God’s 

power, he followed God’s ways. A leader who 

depends on God does the things that please 

God. As the leader of God’s people, David 

“did what was right and good and fair” (v. 15). 

As the leader of God’s people, David 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What are you depending on to bring power to your 
life? 
 

2. What do you think would have happened if David 
depended on his own strength and power?  
 

3. How did David’s offerings of gold and silver show 
what was in his heart? 
 

4. Do you think a strong leader accepts help from 
others? Why or why not? 
 

5. How has God given you victories and riches? How 
have you responded?  

represented God among the nations. The 

nations understood God’s power through 

David’s victories in battle. David’s godly 

leadership also showed God’s goodness and 

righteousness to the nations.   

 God gave David leaders to help him 

keep Israel strong. Many kings are foolish and 

prideful. They like being important. They do 

not like to share their fame with other leaders. 

But David knew his power came from God. 

He trusted God’s plan to bring him many 

helpers. The men who helped David all had 

different jobs. And God used each one to 

make David a successful king. God gave them 

all power to make Israel a mighty nation. 

 

Things to Remember  

 David trusted God in battles, and God 

gave him victory. David honored God in 

victory, and God made him a strong king. 

David followed God’s ways in leading His 

people. Because of these things, God’s power 

was evident in David’s life. And David’s life 

brought God great glory among the nations. 

 David won many victories as king. It is 

pleasing to win. Everyone praises a winner. 

Everyone admires a winner. It is easy to 

become prideful when you are a winner. It is 

easy to think too much of your own power. 

This did not happen to David. David did not 

make too much of his own power. Instead, 

David made much of God’s power. David 

was a leader God could trust. This is why 

God used David as a mighty king.  

 God is looking for leaders who have a 

heart like David’s. Men and women like 

David are rare, especially in today’s world. 

Today’s world celebrates the pride and power 

of men. The world thinks it is weak to depend 

on others. The world thinks it is weak to need 

God. But that is not the truth.  “God’s plan 

looked foolish to men, but it is wiser than the 

best plans of men. God’s plan which may 

look weak is stronger than the strongest plans 

of men” (1 Corinthians 1:25). David’s life 

proves that God’s words are true and His 

power is stronger than any other.  



2 Samuel 8:1-18 

1 After this David won the battle against the 

Philistines. And he took the most important 

city from the Philistines.  

2 He won the battle against Moab, and had 

them lie down on the ground in straight 

groups. Two groups were put to death, and one 

group was kept alive. The Moabites became 

servants to David and paid taxes to him. 

3 Then David won the battle against 

Hadadezer the son of Rehob king of Zobah, as 

he went to get his power again at the 

Euphrates River.  

4 David took 1,700 horsemen and 20,000 foot 

soldiers from him. He cut the legs of some of 

the war-wagon horses, but saved enough of 

them for 100 war-wagons.  

5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help 

Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed 22,000 

of them.  

6 Then he put groups of soldiers in Damascus 

of Syria. The Syrians became servants to 

David and were made to pay taxes to him. The 

Lord helped David every place he went.  

7 David took the coverings of gold which were 

carried by Hadadezer’s army, and brought 

them to Jerusalem.  

8 And he took a very large amount of brass 

from Hadadezer’s cities, Betah and Berothai. 

9 Now Toi king of Hamath heard that David 

had won the battle against the whole army of 

Hadadezer.  

10 So Toi sent his son Joram to King David, to 

greet him and pray that good would come to 

him, because David had fought against 

Hadadezer and had won. Hadadezer had been 

at war with Toi. Joram brought with him 

objects of silver, gold and brass.  

11 David set these apart to the Lord, together 

with the silver and gold he had set apart from 

all the nations he had taken in battle.  

12 He had taken silver and gold from Syria, 

Moab, the sons of Ammon, the Philistines, 

Amalek, and from the things taken from 

Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. 

13 So David’s name was very respected 

when he returned from killing 18,000 Syrians 

in the Valley of Salt.  

14 And he put groups of soldiers in Edom. In 

all Edom he put soldiers, and all the 

Edomites became servants to David. The 

Lord helped David every place he went. 

15 So David ruled all of Israel. He did what 

was right and good and fair for all his people.  

16 Joab the son of Zeruiah was the head of 

the army. Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud 

wrote down the important things of the 

nation.  

17 Ahitub’s son Zadok and Abiathar’s son 

Ahimelech were religious leaders. Seraiah 

was the writer.  

18 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada ruled the 

Cherethites and the Pelethites. And David’s 

sons were the king’s helpers. 
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The first ten chapters of 2 Samuel  

record David’s successes. He loved the Lord 

and led his nation in worship. He wrote many 

psalms to call the people to show their love for 

God. God promised to bring a savior from 

David’s family. The nation was blessed by 

God through King David. David led the army 

to defeat many of the enemies of Israel.  

 In chapter 11, David was tempted to 

disobey God’s Law. Maybe David thought 

about his troubles more than he thought about 

God. He let his own thoughts lead him away 

from the things God wanted. He sinned 

against his family and his nation. One sin led 

to more sin. Sadness and death came into his 

life. His family and the whole nation suffered 

because their leader was not faithful to God. 

  

Lust Leads to Sin (2 Samuel 11:1-4) 

 The nation of Israel had many enemies. 

David led the army to fight the sons of 

Ammon in chapter 10. But Ammon would not 

stop fighting. In the spring, David sent the 

army to fight again. They were able to defeat 

Ammon’s army. But David wanted them to 

destroy the capital city of Ammon. 

 David had a lot to think about in these 

verses. He could have counted his blessings. 

God had helped the army finally win against 

Ammon. He could have prayed God would 

help his army as they were camped around the 

city. He could have read the psalms that he 

had written to remind him of how God is 

always there to help.   

But David got up from his bed and 

walked out on the flat roof of his house. It 

was cool there in the evening. David’s house 

was higher than other houses. He could have 

looked up at the stars and seen God’s work. 

But David looked down. Most houses below 

had a garden with a wall. People took baths in 

their gardens where no one could see them. 

But from his roof, David saw a beautiful 
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woman taking a bath. Maybe she did not 

expect anyone to be on the roof of the king’s 

house at night.  

David knew God’s Law said it is a sin 

to want the wife of another man. He had 

several wives already. He should have been 

faithful to his own wives and turned away. 

He should have remembered what God led 

him to write in Psalm 23:5: “You have 

poured oil on my head. I have everything I 

need.” Accidentally seeing the woman 

bathing was not sin. David could have 

walked away. But he stood on his roof and 

watched her bathe. Lust grew in his heart.  

Maybe he thought it would not hurt 

anything if he just found out who she was. 

We can stop lust if we turn away. Finding out 

more or staying close to what tempts us leads 

to sin. David’s servants told him that her 

name was Bathsheba. She was the wife of 

Uriah. Uriah was a Hittite who was loyal to 

David and one of David’s best soldiers. 

Bathsheba was also the daughter of another 

soldier in David’s army. While his army was 

away fighting, David should have been 

protecting the army’s families. But 

Bathsheba was not safe even in the shadow 

of the king’s house.  

David wrote in Psalm 23:3: “He makes 

me strong again. He leads me in the way of 

living right with Himself which brings honor 

to His name.” Remembering God’s Word 

helps us turn away from sin. But David did 

not think about God’s Word. He sinned when 

he wanted another man’s wife. He did not 

respect Bathsheba. Instead, he did sex sins 

with her.  

People did what the king said. David’s  

servants did what he said without question. No 

one reminded David of God’s Law. Maybe 

Bathsheba was afraid to remind the king of his 

own words from Psalm 23. That night, David 

used her and sent her home in the morning.  

 

A Cover Up Does Not Hide Sin  

(2 Samuel 11:5-9, 12-13) 

David thought his sin was a secret. He 

did not want other people to know what he 

had done. But God sees and knows 

everything. First John 1:9 says that God will 

forgive our sin if we confess it and ask for 

forgiveness. But David did not tell God he had 

sinned, and he did not ask to be forgiven. 

 But everything changed when 

Bathsheba found out she was pregnant. She 

knew David was the father of her baby 

because her husband was away with the army. 

She sent word to the king.  

 David tried to cover up his sin with 

Bathsheba. He sent for Uriah and brought him 

back from battle. He listened to Uriah’s battle 

report. Then he told Uriah to go home to his 

wife. He wanted Uriah to have sex with his 

wife and think the baby was his. The phrase 

wash your feet means that David wanted Uriah 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What could David have done to resist temptation? 
 

2. What can we do when we are tempted? 
 

3. What verses do you keep in mind to help you 
resist temptation? 
 

4. Who can you call on to help you resist what 
tempts you? 

to enjoy sex with his wife. David even sent 

him a gift. But Uriah would not go home, 

sleep in his own bed, or enjoy his wife. He 

was loyal to the army that was fighting in the 

field. He slept at the door of the king’s house.  

The next morning, David asked why 

Uriah did not go home. The answer Uriah 

gave shows that he was more loyal than King 

David. He was not selfish. David decided to 

tempt Uriah with another day to rest. But 

Uriah was an honest man who honored God’s 

Law. He did not go home. 

David saw Uriah would not leave. So, 

David tried to trick him. It was usually an 

honor to eat and drink with the king. David 

got Uriah drunk. Most people cannot control 

themselves when they have too much strong 

drink. Still, Uriah did not go home. 

 

Murder (2 Samuel 11:14-18, 25-27) 

The next day, David decided he must  

kill Uriah. He did not care that Uriah was one 

of his best soldiers. He did not care that Uriah 

was an honest and good man. David sent 

Uriah back to the battle with a private note to 

Joab. He told Joab to send Uriah to the worst 

part of the battle and leave him there alone. 

Uriah would be killed. But David did not 

care. He did not care that other soldiers would 

also die. Joab did not know why David 

wanted Uriah to die. But he did not question 

David’s orders. He sent a report back to 

David that Uriah and other soldiers had died. 

David showed his hard heart when he 

told Joab not to be unhappy. He said that 

soldiers die in battle. He told Joab to just 

fight harder. He wanted the city destroyed.   

Bathsheba was sad to hear that her 

husband died. David let her have about a 

week to cry. Then he brought her to his home. 

She became his wife. He may have thought 

he had covered up his sin. Only a few people 

knew what David had done. But God knew. 

And God was not happy.  

 

Things to Remember 

Martin Luther once said, “You cannot 

keep birds from flying over your head, but 

you can keep them from building a nest in 

your hair.”  

If we remember God’s Word, we are 

made strong again. Other believers can help 

us if they speak up for what is right. When we 

admit our sin and turn to God in prayer, then 

we find a way out of sin. Being sorry for our 

sin will keep us from sinning more and more. 

God is faithful. He will always lead us in the 

right way. He will always make us strong 

against sin when we turn to Him. 



 12 Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here 

today also. Tomorrow I will let you go.” So 

Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the 

next.  

13 David called him, and he ate and drank 

with him, and David made him drunk. In the 

evening Uriah went out to lie on his bed 

with his lord’s servants. He did not go down 

to his house. 

14 In the morning, David wrote a letter to 

Joab, and sent it by Uriah.  

15 He had written in the letter, “Put Uriah in 

the front of the hardest battle and come 

away from him, so that he may be killed.”  

16 So while Joab was watching the city, he 

sent Uriah to the place where he knew there 

were soldiers with strength of heart.  

17 The men of the city went out and fought 

against Joab. Some of David’s servants 

were killed. And Uriah the Hittite died also. 

18 Then Joab sent a man with news to 

David to tell him all about the war.  

 

25 Then David said to the man, “Tell Joab, 

‘Do not let this thing trouble you. For the 

sword kills one as well as another. Make 

your battle against the city stronger and 

destroy it.’ Comfort him with these words.” 

26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her 

husband was dead, she was filled with 

sorrow for him.  

27 When the time of sorrow was finished, 

David sent men and brought her to his 

house. She became his wife, and gave birth 

to his son. But what David had done was 

sinful in the eyes of the Lord. 
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2 Samuel 11:1-9, 12-18, 25-27 

1 The spring of the year was the time when 

kings went out to battle. At that time David 

sent Joab and his servants and all Israel. 

They destroyed the sons of Ammon and 

gathered the army around Rabbah. But David 

stayed at Jerusalem. 

2 When evening came David got up from his 

bed and walked around on the roof of the 

king’s house. From the roof he saw a woman 

washing herself. The woman was very 

beautiful.  

3 So David sent someone to ask about the 

woman. And one said, “Is this not Eliam’s 

daughter Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite?”  

4 David sent men and took her. When she 

came to him, he lay with her. After she had 

made herself clean again, she returned to her 

house.  

5 She was going to have a baby, so she sent 

someone to tell David, “I am going to have a 

baby.” 

6 Then David sent men to Joab, saying, 

“Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent 

Uriah to David.  

7 When Uriah came to him, David asked 

how Joab and the people were doing, and 

how the war was going.  

8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to 

your house, and wash your feet.” And Uriah 

left the king’s house, and a gift from the king 

was sent to him.  

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s 

house with all the servants of his lord. He did 

not go down to his house.  
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 My best friend often talks to me about 

God. The best times are when we talk about 

God’s Word. We both try to follow God’s 

ways in all parts of our lives.  

 One time, something happened at work, 

and I had to choose to follow God’s Word or 

not. My boss could not understand why I did 

not act like the other workers. He questioned 

me in front of them. He tempted me to do 

something I knew was wrong. I agreed just to 

get him to leave me alone. That evening, my 

best friend made me see how wrong I was. He 

said I had agreed to do something that was not 

God’s best for me. He reminded me that I had 

given my co-workers a reason to speak 

against God’s ways. 

Nathan was that kind of friend for 

David. There were other times when Nathan 

gave godly advice to David. David even 

named one of his sons after his good friend, 

Nathan. In today’s lesson, God asks Nathan to 

help David turn back to God. 

 

Nathan’s Story (2 Samuel 12:1-6) 

 After a time for Bathsheba to be sad 

about Uriah’s death, David married her. 

Uriah’s wife gave birth to David’s baby boy. 

Maybe David thought his sin was a secret. He 

had broken five of God’s Ten Great Laws. He 

had a desire for another man’s wife. He did 

not tell the truth about his sin. He stole 

Uriah’s wife. He did a sex sin. And he 

ordered Joab to see that Uriah died. But God 

said it was David that killed Uriah. God was 

not happy with David’s actions, but He did 

not stop loving David.  

 God sent Nathan to tell David how 

wrong he had been. He had some bad news 

about what would happen next. Nathan must 

have prayed about how to talk to David 

because his words were very wise. He may 

have been afraid to confront the king. So he 

started with a story about a rich man and a 

poor man.  
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 In this story, it is easy to tell that Uriah 

was the poor man. He had only one lamb that 

he loved and treated very well. Maybe he 

planned for this lamb to become the mother 

of a great flock. Bathsheba is the lamb that 

Uriah loved. David is the rich man who was 

unfair, selfish, and unkind.  

 David had several wives. God said 

kings should not have many wives. But kings 

thought they could get peace if they married 

daughters of other kings. When we think we 

know better than God, our pride leads us to 

sin. David could have gone to one of his 

wives that night. But like the rich man in the 

story, David wanted what was not his.  

 It is easy to see the sins of other 

people and hard to see our own sins. So, 

when he heard Nathan’s story, David thought 

he knew what to do about that rich man. 

David knew that God said a person had to 

pay back four times what he stole. It made 

David very angry to think of how selfish and 

unfair the rich man had been. He said the rich 

man should pay back four times and also die 

for what he had done. David showed no 

mercy. Nathan’s answer must have surprised 

and shocked David: “You are the man!” 

 

God’s Judgment (2 Samuel 12:7-12) 

Nathan did not judge David. God did 

the judging. Through Nathan, God reminded 

David of how He had blessed him. And God 

was willing to bless David with much more. 

Like a loving Father, God wants the very best 

for His children. God asked David the 

question we all want to know. Why? He 

wanted David to understand the reason he had 

sinned. God placed His own words in the heart 

of David. But David did not value what God 

gave him. When we do not love the Word of 

God, it is easy to sin.  

God said David would pay a heavy 

price for his sin. People watch their leaders 

and copy them. So, God expects more of 

leaders. Sin never affects just one person. Sin 

always hurts others. David sinned in secret, 

but he would suffer in public. God said wars 

and trouble would always be a part of David’s 

family. All through history, the Jews have had 

many troubles and wars. David would lose his 

wives in front of all Israel. He would pay four 

times for what he had stolen. But God was 

more merciful than David. God forgave 

David. He would not die because of his sin. 

 

David Repents (2 Samuel 12:13-23) 

 David was humbled. He knew the one 

he hurt the most was God. Our sin results in 

two kinds of hurt. Our lives here on earth are 

hurt. That’s the natural cost of sin. And our 

souls grow dead to God’s love. That’s the 

spiritual cost of sin.  

 Nathan helped David understand that 

his soul was separated from God. Without 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How do you remind a friend of what God expects 
of His children? 
 

2. Is your best friend someone who reminds you to 
follow God’s ways? 
 

3. Which do you focus most of your attention on—
your body or your soul? 
 

4. Why is it easy for us to see the sins of other 
people and ignore our own sins? 

God’s forgiveness, David’s soul would die. 

But God forgave David’s sin. God Himself 

would pay the high price of David’s sin. 

David’s body would one day die, but his soul 

had been forgiven and would live forever.  

 The death of David’s son is a picture of 

what Jesus did for us. We have all sinned. Our 

souls should die. But God’s own Son died in 

our place so our souls can live forever.  

Even so, there still remained the scars 

from David’s sin. David’s family was hurt 

and would continue to hurt. David’s nation 

would hurt, too. When Jesus rose from the 

grave, His hands and feet still had scars from 

the nails. Our sins scar our lives. The hurt of 

our sin goes on. Nathan said David’s new son 

would die. 

We do not know how old the baby was 

when he became ill. David knew that God is 

full of mercy. He prayed for seven days and 

nights, asking God to heal the baby. He would 

not eat or get up from praying. All his 

servants worried about him. He was not acting 

like a king. David had other sons and 

daughters. But he knew this baby was sick 

because of his sin. He cried and prayed and 

fasted for days, hoping God would heal the 

baby. But on the seventh day, the baby died. 

 When the baby died, David cleaned 

himself up and went to worship God. David 

knew the most important part of us is our 

souls. Our bodies will die. But our souls will 

live forever. If our sins are forgiven, we will 

live with God. That baby had never sinned so 

David knew he was with God. One day, 

David knew he would go to heaven and see 

his son again.  

 Our focus should be on our souls more 

than on our bodies. David had been forgiven 

by God’s grace. His soul would not die.  

 

Things to Remember 

 God made us to live forever with Him. 

What we do here on earth affects what 

happens far into the future. When David 

focused on his body and its desires, he 

sinned. We are all like David. None of us can 

sin in secret. None of us can fix our sins. It is 

only by the mercy of God that we do not all 

die forever. 

 We can help each other remember to 

love and obey God’s Word. Having a friend 

like Nathan can keep us from sin that hurts 

our lives, our families, and our nation. Asking 

God to forgive us is the way to live forever 

with Him. 



2nd Samuel 12:1-23 
 

1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came 

to him and said, “There were two men in one 

city. One was rich and the other was poor.  

2 The rich man had many flocks and cattle. 

3 But the poor man had nothing except one little 

female lamb which he bought and fed. It grew 

up together with him and his children. It would 

eat his bread and drink from his cup and lie in 

his arms. It was like a daughter to him.  

4 Now a traveler came to the rich man. But the 

rich man was not willing to take from his own 

flock or his own cattle, to make food for the 

traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took 

the poor man’s female lamb and made it ready 

for the man who had come to him.”  

5 David was very angry at the man, and said to 

Nathan, “As the Lord lives, for sure the man 

who has done this should die.  

6 And he must pay four times the worth of the 

lamb, because he did this thing without pity.” 

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This 

is what the Lord God of Israel says: ‘I chose you 

to be the king of Israel. I saved you from the 

hand of Saul.  

8 I gave you Saul’s family and Saul’s wives into 

your care. I gave you the nations of Israel and 

Judah. And if this were too little, I would give 

you as much more.  

9 Why have you hated the Word of the Lord by 

doing what is bad in His eyes? You have killed 

Uriah the Hittite with the sword. You have taken 

his wife to be your wife. You have killed him 

with the sword of the sons of Ammon.  

10 So now some from your family, even in the 

future, will die by the sword, because you have 

turned against Me and have taken the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’  

11 This is what the Lord says: ‘See, I will bring 

trouble against you from your own family. I will 

take your wives in front of your eyes and give 

them to your neighbor. He will lie with your 

wives in the light of day.  

12 You did it in secret. But I will do this in front 

of all Israel, and under the sun.’”  

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 

against the Lord.” And Nathan said to him, 

“The Lord has taken away your sin. You will 

not die.  

14 But by this act you have given those who 

hate the Lord a reason to speak against the 

Lord. The child that is born to you will die for 

sure.”  

15 Then Nathan went home. The Lord sent 

trouble upon the child of Uriah’s wife and 

David, so that he was very sick.  

16 David begged God to make the child well. 

He went without food and lay all night on the 

ground.  

17 The leaders of his family stood beside him 

to lift him up from the ground. But David was 

not willing. He would not eat food with them.  

18 The child died on the seventh day. And 

David’s servants were afraid to tell him that the 

child was dead, for they said, “See, we spoke to 

him while the child was still alive, and he did 

not listen to us. So how can we tell him the 

child is dead? He might hurt himself.”  

19 But when David saw his servants speaking 

together in secret, he understood that the child 

was dead. He asked his servants, “Is the child 

dead?” And they said, “He is dead.” 

20 So David got up from the ground, washed, 

poured oil on himself, and changed his clothes. 

Then he came into the house of the Lord and 

worshiped. He returned to his own house and 

asked for food. So they set food in front of him, 

and he ate.  

21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this 

that you have done? While the child was alive, 

you went without food and cried. But when the 

child died, you got up and ate food.”  

22 David said, “I went without food and cried 

while the child was still alive, for I said, ‘Who 

knows? The Lord might be kind to me and let 

the child live.’  

23 But now he has died. Why should I go 

without food? Can I bring him to life again? I 

will go to him, but he will not return to me.” 
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It is interesting to think about the natural 

things we get from our parents. God wants 

parents set a spiritual example for their 

children, too. If we followed God’s ways, our 

families would all be happy and healthy. But 

not every family is a happy one. Even 

believing parents make mistakes.  

David was an amazing man of God.  

Acts 13:22 describes David as “a man after 

[God’s] own heart.” David loved God. He was 

a skilled leader of men. He was the best king 

Israel ever had. He wrote songs and poems to 

lead the nation to worship God. He was a 

brave fighter.   

But David was not a good husband or 

father. He did not always set a godly example 

for his children. David’s first seven sons had 

seven different mothers! His seventh son was 

born to Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah. That 

baby died because of David’s sin. We know 

the names of 19 of David’s sons and some of 

his wives. We know the name of only one 

daughter, Tamar. Nathan warned of trouble in 

David’s family. In Tamar’s story, David’s 

sons begin to follow his bad example.  

 

Amnon (2 Samuel 13:1-2, 6-11) 

Amnon was David’s oldest son. 

Everyone expected him to be king when his 

father died. He said he was in love with 

Tamar, his half-sister. But what he felt was 

really lust. Love is patient. Lust is not willing 

to wait. Love is kind. Lust is unkind. Love 

never thinks of itself. Lust is selfish. Love is 

not happy with sin. Lust is sin.  

Amnon did not really love Tamar. Like 

David, Amnon saw a beautiful woman and 

wanted her. But all of David’s wives and 

daughters lived together in the kings’ house 

where they were kept safe. Amnon knew it 

would be hard to get close to Tamar in the 

king’s house. So, he made a plan.  

Amnon pretended to be sick. He knew 

his father would come to check on him. He 

asked David to have Tamar bring him 
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something to eat. It was not normal for 

Tamar to go to aa man’s house alone. But her 

father told her to go. There were people in 

the room when she tried to hand Amnon the 

bread. He pretended to be weak so that she 

had to feed him. He asked that everyone 

leave the room. Everyone knew this was not 

right, but they did it because he was the 

king’s son. 

When Tamar went into Amnon’s room 

alone, he was not weak. He did not want the 

bread. He did not say he loved her. He took 

hold of her and said he wanted to have sex 

with her. 

 

Tamar (2 Samuel 13:12-19) 

In Tamar’s time, women were not 

valued. They were often used and abused. 

Women had to depend on fathers, husbands, 

or brothers to care for them. Bathsheba had 

been afraid to say or do anything against the 

king when he had sex with her. But Tamar 

confronted her brother about this sin. She 

reminded him that rape was against God’s 

Law. It was wrong for two people who were 

not married to have sex. It was wrong for 

brothers and sisters to have sex together. She 

knew this would be a foolish thing for the 

king’s son to do. No one would respect him 

after he did such a bad thing. Tamar knew 

her own future hopes and dreams would be 

lost if he raped her. She would be disgraced. 

No one would want to marry her. She would 

never have a family of her own. 

Tamar did not want to marry her 

brother. But she knew that if Amnon asked, 

David would give her to him. Marrying her 

brother was better than being forever shamed. 

Tamar could not make Amnon understand. He 

refused to follow David’s example and marry 

the woman he shamed. He wanted what he 

wanted, no matter what it cost. He used his 

strength to force her to have sex.  

Suddenly, what Amnon felt for Tamar 

turned to hate. Maybe he was ashamed of 

what he had done. Maybe it made him angry 

to see her cry. Like his father, he used her and 

ordered her to go away. But Tamar would not 

go away. She thought he should marry her and 

take care of her. Amnon ordered his servant to 

force her out of his room. The servant pushed 

her out and locked the door. That made it 

seem like Tamar forced herself on Amnon. 

Tamar could have kept things a secret. 

But she refused to hide her shame or forget 

Amnon’s sin. Since Amnon ruined her future, 

Tamar ruined the dress that showed she was 

pure. In sadness, she put ash on her head and 

ran away.  

 

Absalom (2 Samuel 13:20-23, 28-29)  

Absalom and Tamar had the same 

mother and father. Absalom guessed that 

Amnon had abused his sister. Maybe he had 



Lesson 8 ● Page 39 

Things to Think About 
1.What example are you setting in your family? 
 

2. When have you been unwilling to wait for 
something or someone you wanted? 
 

3. When have you been unwilling to forgive others? 
 

4. Are you trusting God to judge and handle the 
hurts you have experienced in your life? 
 

5. How can people overcome the impact of bad 
parenting? 

seen Amnon treat other women badly. He 

surely saw how upset Tamar was. Like his 

father, he tried to keep this a family secret. He 

took care of Tamar in his home. He tried to 

tell her to forget about Amnon’s sin.  

David was also angry. He could have 

forced Amnon to marry Tamar and take away 

her shame. But David did not confront 

Amnon. Every day that Absalom saw Tamar 

in tears made him hate Amnon more. When 

his father did nothing to help Tamar, Absalom 

decided to take matters into his own hands. 

His father had killed Uriah. Absalom 

decided killing would solve the problem. He 

waited two years.  

People gave a big party when it was 

time to take the wool off the sheep. Absalom 

invited all the family to come to his party. But 

David said he would not attend the party. 

Absalom asked if Amnon could come in 

David’s place. David may have wondered 

about this because the two brothers had not 

spoken to each other in two years. Maybe he 

thought Absalom was trying to make peace. 

Maybe this is why he gave his blessing and 

sent Amnon to the party. 

Absalom planned ahead. Like his 

father, he thought he could fix one sin with 

other sins. He told his men to kill Amnon 

when he gave the word. They did not want to 

do such a thing. But Absalom said they were 

only following orders.  

Killing Amnon did not solve anything. 

All the other brothers saw this terrible thing. 

They all ran away. Absalom knew he should 

die for killing his brother, so he ran away to 

live in another country. 

 

Things to Remember 

The examples set before us have a 

powerful impact on our lives. We must 

examine every example against God’s Word. 

To do what seems right in our own eyes is a 

bad idea. If we do this, we miss God’s best 

for our lives. When we are unwilling to 

forgive those who have hurt us, we poison 

our own lives. The only freedom from the 

pain of sin comes from God’s forgiveness. 

Like David, Amnon needed to understand the 

high cost of sin. He needed to be forgiven by 

God. Absalom and Tamar needed to be freed 

from their hatred for Amnon and let God be 

his judge. David’s family was ruined because 

they did not follow God’s Word. 

 



2nd Samuel 13:1-2, 6-23, 28-29 
 

1 Now David’s son Absalom had a beautiful 

sister whose name was Tamar. And David’s 

son Amnon loved her.  

2 Amnon was so troubled because of his sister 

Tamar that he became sick. She was a woman 

who had never had a man, and Amnon thought 

how hard it would be to have her. 

  

6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be 

sick. When the king came to see him, Amnon 

said to him, “I beg you, let my sister Tamar 

come and make two loaves beside me, that I 

may eat from her hand.” 

7 Then David sent home for Tamar, saying, 

“Go now to your brother Amnon’s house, and 

make food for him.”  

8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s 

house. He was lying down. And she took 

dough and made loaves so he could watch. 

Then she baked them ready to eat.  

9 And she took the dish and held it out in front 

of him. But he would not eat. Amnon said, 

“Have everyone leave me.” So everyone left 

him.  

10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the 

food to my room, so I may eat from your 

hand.” So Tamar took the loaves she had made 

and brought them to her brother Amnon in his 

room.  

11 When she brought them to him to eat, he 

took hold of her and said, “Come, lie with me, 

my sister.”  

12 But she said, “No, my brother. Do not make 

me. For such a thing is not done in Israel. Do 

not do this bad and foolish thing!  

13 As for me, where could I get rid of my 

shame? And as for you, you would be like one 

of the fools in Israel. So now I beg you, speak 

to the king, for he will not keep me from you.”  

14 But Amnon would not listen to her. Being 

stronger than she, he made her lay with him. 

 

15 Then Amnon hated her very much. He 

hated her more than he had loved her. He said 

to her, “Get up! Go away!”  

16 But she said to him, “No! Sending me 

away is worse than what you have done to 

me!” But he would not listen to her.  

17 He called the young man who helped him 

and said, “Throw this woman out of my 

house, and lock the door behind her.”  

18 Now she was wearing a dress which 

covered her arms. For this is how the king’s 

daughters dressed when they had never had a 

man. The man who helped Amnon took her 

out and locked the door behind her.  

19 Then Tamar put ashes on her head. She 

tore the dress she was wearing which covered 

her arms. And she put her hand on her head 

and went away with a loud cry. 

20 Absalom her brother said to her, “Has your 

brother Amnon been with you? Be quiet now, 

my sister. He is your brother. Do not take this 

to heart.” So Tamar stayed in her brother 

Absalom’s house, sad and alone.  

21 When King David heard about all this, he 

was very angry.  

22 But Absalom did not speak good or bad to 

Amnon. Absalom hated Amnon because he 

had put his sister to shame. 

23 After two full years, Absalom had men cut 

the wool from the sheep in Baal-hazor, near 

Ephraim. And Absalom asked all the king’s 

sons to come. 

   

28 Then Absalom told his servants, “Watch 

when Amnon’s heart is happy with wine. 

When I say to you, ‘Kill Amnon,’ then put 

him to death. Do not be afraid. Have not I 

myself told you to do it? Have strength of 

heart.”  

29 So Absalom’s servants did to Amnon just 

as Absalom had told them. Then all the king’s 

sons got up on their horses and left in a hurry. 
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 There have been foolish sons since the 

beginning of time. You can read about foolish 

sons in today’s news. All children can be 

foolish and rebel against their parents. When 

we rebel against God, we bring hurt to 

everyone around us. We all need to be 

corrected when we are wrong. God wants 

parents to teach their children His ways.  

 But King David did not correct his sons. 

Absalom waited two years for his father to 

correct Amnon. When David did nothing, 

Absalom killed his brother. By God’s Law, he 

should have died for his sin. But David did 

nothing again. He let Absalom run away to a 

far country. He waited three years before he 

let his son return home. But even then, David 

did not talk to his son or try to correct him.  

 

Absalom Pretends to Be King  

(2 Samuel 15:1-6) 

The kings of Israel were not chosen by 

the people. God chose both Saul and David. 

But Absalom did not care about God’s ways. 

He wanted to be king in his father’s place. 

When he was 30 years old, he grew tired of 

waiting to be named king of Israel. So, he 

pretended to be king. He got a chariot like a 

king would have. He stood tall in the chariot 

as it rode slowly through the city. Fifty men 

ran ahead of him. He wanted all the people to 

see what a handsome king he would be.  

Every day, people came to the city gate 

to settle problems and to buy food. David 

placed judges at the gate to hear the problems 

of the people. If they could not settle a 

problem, then David heard the case and 

decided what to do. But Absalom pretended 

to be a judge. He said that if he were the king, 

everyone could come right to him. He would 

hear all the cases and decide what to do. He 

pretended to care more about the people than 

King David. When people showed him honor, 

Absalom pretended to be humble. He wanted 

everyone to see what a wise and humble king 
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he would be. But pretending does not make 

something true.  

 

Absalom Pretends to Love God  

(2 Samuel 15:7-12) 

In four years, Absalom stole the hearts 

of the people away from David. Maybe the 

people remembered David’s sins. Absalom 

pretended to care about the people. He did 

not honor his father. He did not trust God. He 

just wanted to be king. 

But Absalom pretended that he had 

learned to love and honor God. He told his 

father that he had vowed to worship God in 

Hebron. He asked David for permission to go 

to Hebron to give God a gift. Hebron was the 

first place David had ruled as king. Absalom 

was born in Hebron. Maybe he thought 

people would remember him. Maybe he 

hoped they would be proud of the boy from 

their town and make him king.  

David should have asked his son why 

he waited four years to fulfill his vow to 

God. Why did he need to go to Hebron? God 

is everywhere. We do not have to worship 

Him in a special place. But David sent his 

foolish son away without correcting him. The 

last words David would ever speak to his son 

were, “Go in peace.”  

But Absalom was not planning on 

peace with his father or with God. He sent 

men to every house in Israel with a secret 

message. When they heard the sound of a 

horn, Absalom wanted the people to choose 

him as king. He told them to shout, “Absalom 

is king in Hebron.” He took 200 men with him 

so he would look more important. But the men 

did not know that he planned to make himself 

king. They went because he was David’s son. 

Absalom was not thinking about God 

while he was in Hebron. While he gave his 

gifts, he thought of another way to hurt his 

father. He asked one of David’s wise men to 

join him in Hebron. Ahithophel was 

Bathsheba’s grandfather. He might have been 

angry about the things David did to Bathsheba 

years ago. He was willing to help make 

Absalom king. The plan against David grew 

stronger. It began to look like everyone was 

against him.  

 

Absalom Rebels  

(2 Samuel 15:13-16, 24-26, 30-31)  

Someone who loved David told him the 

bad news that his son had rebelled. David did 

not usually run away. But this time was 

different. This was his son. And David knew 

Absalom would fight hard to get what he 

wanted. He knew if he stayed in Jerusalem, 

many people would die. If he left, the people 

would be safe. David took his family with him 

and left first. He left ten women to take care of 

the king’s house. All the people who worked 

for David came next with their families. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1.Have you ever felt like everyone was against you? 
How did you handle that difficult time? 
 

2.What reasons might someone give for rebelling 
against family members? 
 

3. How can pretending be a dangerous way to live? 
 

4. How can families guard against problems that 
damage relationships? 
 

5. How has God been a covering over your life? 

Everyone was sad as David left the city. 

Many people must have worried about what 

would happen next.  

The priests brought the special box that 

held the Law of God. They wanted it to stay 

with King David as he left Jerusalem. But 

David knew God was not locked in that box. 

He knew the box was only a picture of God’s 

goodness. He told them to take the box back 

into the city where it belonged.  David trusted 

God’s plan no matter what happened. If it was 

God’s will, he would see his family return to 

Jerusalem. But if God’s plan was different, 

David was at peace. He was willing for God 

to do with him whatever was good in God’s 

eyes.  

He asked only one thing of the Lord. 

He asked God to make Ahithophel’s advice to 

Absalom seem like foolishness. He knew his 

foolish son would follow foolish advice. 

 

Things to Remember 

We all make mistakes. We all sin. We 

all pay the cost for our sin here on earth. But 

our souls are safe in God’s hands when we 

have been forgiven. There are no perfect 

families. None of us have perfect parents. 

Many children do foolish and sinful things. 

Many parents worry about their children. 

Most families do not deal with sex sins, lies, 

and murder. But we all have hurts. The way 

we deal with those hurts can either bring 

peace or more pain. 

Absalom spent his time and energy 

seeking ways to hurt his father. David was at 

peace. What made the difference? David 

knew God is in control even when things 

seem to be going wrong. We can find peace 

in the middle of our trouble when we trust 

God. Do not worry about tomorrow. Instead, 

trust God’s timing. When everyone seems to 

be against you, remember God is for you.  

David wrote Psalm 3 at this troubled 

time in his life. David’s words can comfort 

us, too. “But You, O Lord, are a covering 

around me, my shining-greatness, and the 

One Who lifts my head” (Psalm 3:3). God 

covers us with His loving hand. All our honor 

and greatness is really God in us. When we 

are saddest, God lifts our heads to look into 

His face and find peace. 

 



2 Samuel 15:1-16, 24-26, 30-31 

1 After this, Absalom got a war-wagon and 

horses, and fifty men to run in front of him.  

2 He used to get up early and stand beside the 

way to the gate. When any man had a problem 

to be decided upon by the king, Absalom 

would call to him and say, “What city are you 

from?” And he would answer, “Your servant is 

from one of the families of Israel.”  

3 Then Absalom would say to him, “Your side 

of the problem is good and right. But there is 

no man to listen to you for the king.”  

4 And Absalom would say, “If only I were 

chosen to be the one to be judge in the land! 

Then every man who has a problem could 

come to me. And I would do for him what is 

right and fair.”  

5 When a man came near to put his face to the 

ground in front of him, Absalom would put out 

his hand and take hold of him and kiss him.  

6 He acted this way toward all those of Israel 

who came with a problem for the king to 

judge. So Absalom became friends with the 

men of Israel. 

7 At the end of four years, Absalom said to the 

king, “I ask you, let me go to Hebron and keep 

my promise that I have promised to the Lord.  

8 For your servant made a promise while I was 

living at Geshur in Syria, saying, ‘If the Lord 

will bring me again to Jerusalem, then I will 

serve the Lord.’”  

9 And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” So 

he got up and went to Hebron.  

10 But Absalom sent men to go in secret 

through all the families of Israel. He said to 

them, “As soon as you hear the sound of the 

horn, then say, ‘Absalom is king at Hebron.’”  

11 With Absalom went 200 men from 

Jerusalem. They had been asked to come, and 

did not know what Absalom had planned.  

12 While Absalom was giving gifts on the 

altar in worship, he sent for Ahithophel the 

Gilonite, from his city Giloh. He was the man 

who talked with David about what to do. The 

plans against David became strong. For more 

and more people joined Absalom. 

13 Then a man came to David with news, 

saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are 

with Absalom.”  

14 David said to all his servants who were 

with him at Jerusalem, “Get up and let us run. 

Or else none of us will be safe from Absalom. 

Hurry and go, or he will be quick to catch us 

and bring trouble upon us. He would destroy 

the city with the sword.”  

15 The king’s servants said to him, “See, your 

servants are ready to do whatever my lord the 

king chooses.”  

16 So the king left with all those of his house. 

But he left ten of his women to take care of 

the house.  

 

24 Zadok came also, with all the Levites who 

carried the special box with the Law of God. 

Abiathar had the special box of God put down 

until all the people had passed out of the city.  

25 The king said to Zadok, “Return the 

special box of God to the city. If I find favor 

in the eyes of the Lord, He will have me 

return. And He will have me see both it and 

His family.  

26 But if He says, ‘I have no joy in you,’ then 

here I am. Let Him do to me what He thinks 

is good.”  

 

30 David went up the Mount of Olives and 

cried as he went. His head was covered and 

he wore no shoes. And all the people who 

were with him covered their heads and went 

up crying as they went.  

31 Now David was told, “Ahithophel is 

among those who are making plans with 

Absalom.” And David said, “O Lord, I pray, 

make the words of Ahithophel foolish.”  
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 Sometimes things go very wrong. My 

nephew and his wife had a fire in their 

apartment. They had to leave and live in a 

hotel until the apartment was fixed. Just when 

it was ready for them to move in, hail hit the 

apartment. This put holes in their roof that 

had to be fixed before they could return. God 

gave them another place to stay until the 

repairs were done. 

 Many things went very wrong in 

David’s life, too. His son, Absalom, told 

everyone that David was no longer their king. 

Some people wanted Absalom to be the king. 

Other people wanted David to continue as 

king. It was hard to know who was with 

David and who was against him.  

 David did not know whom he could 

trust. People who were friends lied to him. 

People who had helped him hurt him. His 

own son shamed him. David learned 

something very important from the bad things 

that happened. What did David learn? 

  

Helped by a Liar (2 Samuel 16:1-4) 

 Ziba was the servant who took care of 

Mephibosheth. Mephibosheth was the son of 

David’s best friend, Jonathan. King Saul was 

Jonathan’s father. Both were killed in battle. 

Jonathan’s son was not able to walk. He 

needed help. David promised Jonathan that he 

would care for Mephibosheth like his own 

son. Mephibosheth ate at the king’s table and 

had all that he needed. 

 Ziba came to David and lied. Ziba said 

that Mephibosheth stayed in Jerusalem 

because he wanted to be the next king. This 

was not true. But David did not learn the truth 

until years later (2 Samuel 19:24-30). The 

truth was easy to understand. Mephibosheth  

could not leave without help. Ziba left him in 

Jerusalem and did not help him. Ziba wanted 

the riches that King David could give him. He 
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left his Mephibosheth and lied to David to get 

what he wanted. 

 David did not know what Ziba had 

done. He trusted Ziba. Ziba gave him donkeys 

and food to help him and his army. They had 

left Jerusalem with nothing. They needed 

everything that Ziba brought to them. David 

chose to reward Ziba for his kindness. David 

made Ziba rich by giving him land. 

 David must have been hurt by Ziba’s 

lie. He loved Jonathan’s son like his own sons. 

Absalom had betrayed him. Now he thought 

Mephibosheth also betrayed him. David chose 

to be thankful for the good that was given him 

when Ziba brought the donkeys and food. He 

did not know Ziba’s words were a lie. What 

did David learn? 

 

Hurt by an Enemy (2 Samuel 16:5-14) 

 Next, David was hurt by an enemy 

named Shimei. This man thought of David as 

an enemy because he was from the family of 

Saul. Shimei blamed David for Saul’s death 

and the death of many in Saul’s family. This 

was not true. But maybe someone lied to him 

about how Saul died. He may have heard 

rumors from others who did not like David. 

These rumors blamed David for killing men in 

Saul’s family. David told all of Saul’s family 

that they were safe. But some of the men in 

David’s army did not obey King David. Many 

years later, Shimei was still very angry. He 

called David a “man of blood” and a “man of 

no worth.” He threw rocks at David and at the 

men in David’s army.  

 One of David’s soldiers wanted to kill 

Shimei because of these things. David would 

not allow him to do that. David chose to 

believe God sent Shimei. David believed God 

was allowing the man to be angry and say 

what he thought. David chose to believe that 

God wanted him to learn something from this 

trouble. David said, “It may be that the Lord 

will look upon my trouble and return good to 

me instead of his bad words today” (v. 12). 

What did David learn? 

 

Shamed by His Friend and Son  

(2 Samuel 16:15-22) 

 Some of David’s friends decided that 

they wanted Absalom to be king. They left 

David. They betrayed him as their king. One 

of the men who left David was Hushai. He 

acted like he betrayed David, but he was 

really David’s spy (2 Samuel 15:32-37). He 

lied and told Absalom that he was no longer 

David’s friend. Hushai said he would help 

defeat David. Later he told David about 

Absalom’s plans. He helped David defeat 

Absalom. He was loyal and true to David. 

  Another man named Ahithophel told  

Absalom to do something terrible. Ahithophel  

was angry with King David. David had 
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shamed him and his family. His 

granddaughter was Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11). 

 David left Jerusalem before Absalom 

and all his men came to take it. He left behind 

many things and people. He left his women 

who were like wives to him. He left them to 

take care of his house. Ahithophel told 

Absalom that he should take David’s women 

as a husband takes a wife. He said this would  

show everyone that he owned David’s 

women. This would shame David and show 

that Absalom was now the king. This would 

show that Absalom hated his father and 

would no longer be a son to him.  

 Absalom listened to Ahithophel’s 

terrible idea. He put a tent on a roof where 

everyone could see. He took David’s women 

to be his own. They understood the meaning 

of this shameful act. What did David learn? 

 

Things to Remember 

 David learned many things as a king 

and as a father. He learned that people cannot 

always be trusted. Even friends and family 

will betray you. This lesson caused David a lot 

of pain. This is a sad truth that many people 

have learned in their times of trouble.  

 The Bible gives many examples of this 

sad truth. Joseph was betrayed by his own 

brothers (Genesis 37). David betrayed Uriah 

(2 Samuel 11). A follower of Jesus betrayed 

Him, too (Matthew 26). 

 David learned another more important 

lesson. God is not like people. God loves us so 

much that He will never leave us or betray us 

in any way. This is a wonderful truth. God 

said,  “I will never leave you or let you be 

alone.” (Deuteronomy 31:6,8; Joshua 1:5; 

Hebrews 13:5). This is a promise that 

followers of Jesus can believe.  

 This truth can help heal the pain of 

friends and family leave us or betray us. This 

truth is often learned in times of trouble. 

God’s love helps us in times of trouble. God’s 

love teaches us to forgive, be patient, and have 

mercy. God’s promise to be with us gives us 

strength and help at all times! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why did Ziba betray his master? What do you do 
when someone lies about you? 
 

2. Why did David stop his army when they wanted to 
kill Shimei for calling him names and throwing rocks 
at him? Was it wrong for Shimei to hurt David in his 
time of trouble? What would you do with Shimei? 
 

3. Have you ever tried to help a friend in their time of 
trouble? What did you say to help? 
 

4. What lessons have you learned in your times of 
trouble? Did you know God was with you? 



11 Then David said to Abishai and all his servants, 

“See, my own son wants to kill me. How much 

more now may this Benjamite? Let him alone and 

let him speak against me, for the Lord has told 

him.  

12 It may be that the Lord will look upon my 

trouble and return good to me instead of his bad 

words today.”  

13 So David and his men went on the way. And 

Shimei went beside him on the hill. He spoke 

against David as he went, and threw stones and 

dust at him.  

14 The king and all the people with him were tired 

when they came to the Jordan. There he rested and 

received new strength. 

15 Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, 

came into Jerusalem. And Ahithophel was with 

him.  

16 When David’s friend Hushai the Archite came 

to Absalom, Hushai said to him, “Long live the 

king! Long live the king!”  

17 And Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your 

kindness to your friend? Why did you not go with 

your friend?”  

18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No! I will belong to 

whoever is chosen by the Lord, this people, and all 

the men of Israel.  

19 And whom should I serve? Should I not serve 

his son? As I have served your father, so I will 

serve you.” 

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your 

wise words. What should we do?”  

21 Ahithophel answered, “Go in to your father’s 

women, whom he has left to take care of the house. 

Then all Israel will hear that you have made 

yourself hated by your father. Then the hands of all 

who are with you will be made stronger.”  

22 So they set up a tent for Absalom on the roof. 

And Absalom went in to his father’s women so 

that the eyes of all Israel could see.  

2 Samuel 16:1-22 

1 When David had gone a short way past the 

mountain top, Mephibosheth’s servant Ziba met 

him with two donkeys ready for traveling. On 

them were 200 loaves of bread, 100 vines of 

dried grapes, 100 summer fruits, and a bottle of 

wine.  

2 The king said to Ziba, “Why do you have 

these?” And Ziba said, “The donkeys are for 

those of the king’s house to travel on. The bread 

and summer fruit are for the young men to eat. 

And the wine drink is for whoever is weak in the 

desert.”  

3 Then the king said, “Where is your owner’s 

son?” And Ziba answered, “He is staying in 

Jerusalem. For he said, ‘Today the family of 

Israel will return to me the nation of my father.’” 

4 So the king said to Ziba, “See, all that belongs 

to Mephibosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I bow 

down in honor to you. O my lord the king, let me 

find favor in your eyes!” 

5 When King David came to Bahurim, there 

came out a man of the family of Saul. His name 

was Shimei, the son of Gera. He did not stop 

speaking bad things as he came.  

6 He threw stones at David, and at all the 

servants of King David. And all the people and 

all the strong men were at his right and at his left. 

7 Shimei said as he said bad things, “Get out! Get 

out, you man of blood, you man of no worth! 

8 The Lord has punished you for all the blood of 

the family of Saul, in whose place you have 

ruled! The Lord has given the nation to your son 

Absalom! Your trouble is upon you, because you 

are a man of blood!” 

9 Zeruiah’s son Abishai said to the king, “Why 

should this dead dog speak against my lord the 

king? Let me go now and cut off his head.” 

10 But the king said, “What have I to do with 

you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he speaks against me, 

and if the Lord has told him, ‘Speak against 

David,’ then who should say, ‘Why have you 

done so?’”  
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 It is hard for parents when a child dies. 

Parents believe that they will die before their 

children. That is the way life should happen. 

The death of a child at any age is difficult for 

any parent. A child’s murder is even worse. 

 My parents lost their daughter when 

she was 54 years old. Their daughter was my 

sister. She died because those who worked in 

a place where people are supposed to get 

better made mistakes. It was hard to 

understand why this happened to her. My 

parents mourned her death for years. Her 

husband, family, and friends mourned her 

death, too. It was a difficult time for all of us. 

A parent’s mourning is the hardest of all.  

 David lost two sons before Absalom. It 

is terrible to have to bury a child. David lost 

the baby born from his sin with Bathsheba. 

His oldest son was killed by one of David’s  

other sons. David lost Absalom in the battle to 

be king. He mourned all of them. How this 

son was murdered is a sad story.  

 

A Battle to Be King (2 Samuel 18:5-8) 

 There was going to be a battle. 

Absalom and his men had followed David and 

his men to a place past the Jordan River. They 

stopped there to get ready for the battle. This 

battle would decide who would be the king. 

 David told his men and everyone who 

was going to fight in the battle to be gentle 

with his son. He knew Absalom could be hurt 

during the battle. He still loved his son. So he 

asked everyone to remember that Absalom 

was his son.  

 David’s men told him not to go to 

battle with them. They did not want King 

David to die. They wanted him to be ready to 

be their king again. So he stood by the gate (2 

Samuel 18:4).  He told everyone as they left 

to bring Absalom back alive. 

 David had thousands of men fighting 

on his side. Absalom also had thousands of 

men. But Absalom’s men had not fought 
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together before. Some of them may have been 

fighting for the first time. 

 It was a terrible battle. They were 

fighting in a forest. Twenty thousand men 

died that day. More died from the trees in the 

forest than from being killed by the sword. It 

was a good thing that David did not fight in 

this terrible battle. 

 

Absalom’s Terrible End (2 Samuel 18:9-17) 

 Absalom was a man who had long hair. 

His long hair got caught in a tree so badly that 

he was taken off his horse. It must have been 

very thick hair, too. He was hanging by his 

hair above the ground. One of David’s 

fighting men saw him hanging there. He left 

him hanging by his hair and rode off to tell the 

leader of his group.  

 Joab was one of the three special 

leaders that David had chosen. He told the 

man that he should have killed Absalom. The 

man told Joab that he would never kill the 

king’s son. He reminded Joab of all the king 

had said about keeping Absalom safe. 

 Joab did not listen to this man or obey 

the king. He left quickly. When he found 

Absalom, he threw three spears into his heart. 

Then ten other men hit him until he was dead. 

It was a terrible way for the king’s son to die. 

He was murdered by those who knew the 

king’s heart! 

 Joab stopped the battle by blowing a 

horn. Absalom’s fighting men ran away. Joab 

and David’s fighting men buried the body of 

the king’s son in a deep hole. They put many 

rocks on top of it. They showed no honor to 

the king’s son by throwing him in a deep hole. 

Later, the people remembered Absalom 

whenever they saw the rocks.  

  

A Happy Army (2 Samuel 18:19-23) 

 David’s fighting men were very happy 

that their enemies ran away. They were sure 

that David would be happy to know that he 

was still king. They thought he would be 

happy to hear that the Lord had saved him 

from those who betrayed him. 

 Joab knew the king would not be happy 

because Absalom was dead. He warned the 

men not to tell King David right away. But he 

knew David would ask about Absalom. The 

news of Absalom’s death would be terrible for 

David to hear. Joab also knew that David had 

killed men who disobeyed him in the past     

(2 Samuel 1:1-16, 4:1-12). 

 Joab sent a man from a different 

country to tell David about the battle. But 

Ahimaaz wanted to tell the king himself. So  

Joab told him he could run after the man from 

a different country. Ahimaaz seemed to have 

no fear about telling the king. He passed the 

other man so he could reach David first. 
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A Father’s Sorrow (2 Samuel 18:29-33) 

 David was still at the gate when the 

runners were seen by the man who kept 

watch. King David believed that both runners 

were bringing good news (2 Samuel 18:24-

28). He did not know that there would be 

both good news and very bad news. Getting 

such bad news when you think it is good 

news makes it even harder to hear. 

 The first runner told King David the 

good news first. He thanked God that the 

enemy was gone. Then David did what Joab 

said. He asked about his son. David said, “Is 

it well with the young man, Absalom?” David  

did not care about winning the battle. The  

first runner lied and told David he did not 

know about Absalom. David told him to 

stand and wait for the second runner to come 

with news. 

 David asked the second runner the same 

question. This man from a different country 

told him that he wished all the enemies of the 

king would be like this young man. David 

understood that Absalom was dead. He cried 

and wished that he had died instead of his son. 

He was not happy about winning. He mourned 

Absalom’s death and thought only of his son. 

 

Things to Remember 

 People mourn the loss of a loved one in 

many different ways. The loss of a child is the 

hardest of all. Parents may mourn their death 

for a long time. They may, like David, wish 

that they had died instead of their child. 

 How can we help those who are 

mourning a child? We can be with them and 

listen to them talk if they want to. Sometimes 

it helps to let them show pictures and talk 

about their child. They can tell stories and talk 

about the dreams they had for their child.  

 The most important thing is to be with 

them and pray for them. We can help them 

remember that God is with them in their 

sadness. Psalm 34:18 is a wonderful verse: 

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken 

heart. And He saves those who are broken in 

spirit.” We cannot heal someone’s broken 

heart, but God can and will in time. Love them 

and listen to them as long as it takes. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Have you lost someone you loved? How did you 
mourn their death? What helped you the most while 
you were mourning? 
 

2. Instead of fighting, David left when Absalom 
betrayed him. Why do you think he did not want to 
fight his son and those who were against him? 
 

3. Why do you think Joab and his men disobeyed 
King David and killed Absalom? 
 

4. Why did David believe that the runners would tell 
him good news? What was his first question? Why? 
 

5. Have you helped others in their time of mourning? 
What seemed to help the most? What other ideas 
can you share about how to help? 



17 They took Absalom and threw him into a deep 

hole among the trees, and set many stones over 

him. And all Israel ran away, every one to his own 

home.  

 

19 Then Zadok’s son Ahimaaz said, “Let me run 

and bring the king news that the Lord has saved 

him from those who hate him.”  

20 But Joab said to him, “You must not carry news 

today, but another time. Today you should carry 

no news, because the king’s son is dead.”  

21 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go and tell the 

king what you have seen.” So the Cushite bowed 

to Joab and ran.  

22 Zadok’s son Ahimaaz said to Joab, “Whatever 

happens, let me run after the Cushite.” Joab said, 

“Why would you run, my son? You would receive 

no reward for going.”  

23 But Ahimaaz said, “Whatever happens, I will 

run.” So Joab said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz 

ran by way of the plain and passed the Cushite. 

 

29 The king said, “Is it well with the young man 

Absalom?” And Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab 

sent the king’s servant, your servant, I heard noise 

and saw much fighting. But I did not know what it 

was.”  

30 Then the king said, “Turn aside and stand 

here.” So he turned aside and stood still.  

31 Then the Cushite came and said, “Let my lord 

the king receive good news. For the Lord has 

saved you today from all those who came against 

you.”  

32 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the 

young man Absalom?” And the Cushite answered, 

“May those who hate my lord the king, all those 

who come to do bad things against you, be as that 

young man!”  

33 The king filled with much sorrow. He went up 

to the room above the gate and cried. As he walked 

he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son 

Absalom! If only I had died instead of you, O 

Absalom, my son, my son!” 

2 Samuel 18:5-17, 19-23, 29-33 

5 The king told Joab and Abishai and Ittai, “Be 

gentle toward the young man Absalom because 

of me.” And all the people heard him say this to 

all the leaders about Absalom. 

6 Then the people went out into the field to fight 

against Israel. The battle was fought among the 

trees of Ephraim.  

7 The people of Israel lost the fight there to the 

servants of David. Twenty thousand men were 

killed there that day.  

8 The battle was spread over the whole country. 

Dangers from the trees destroyed more people 

that day than the sword. 

9 Absalom met the servants of David. He was 

going on his horse, and the horse went under the 

many branches of a large oak tree. Absalom’s 

hair caught in the branches of the oak. He was 

left hanging between heaven and earth, while the 

horse under him kept going.  

10 When a certain man saw it, he told Joab, “I 

saw Absalom hanging in an oak.”  

11 Joab said to the man, “You saw him! Why did 

you not kill him and let him fall to the ground? I 

would have given you ten pieces of silver and a 

belt.”  

12 The man said to Joab, “Even for a thousand 

pieces of silver in my hand, I would not go 

against the king’s son. For we heard the king tell 

you and Abishai and Ittai, ‘Keep the young man 

Absalom safe for me.’  

13 If I had gone against his life, there is nothing 

hidden from the king. And you would not have 

helped me.”  

14 Then Joab said, “I will not waste time here 

with you.” He took three spears in his hand and 

threw them through Absalom’s heart while he 

was still alive in the oak.  

15 And ten young men who carried Joab’s battle 

clothes gathered around and hit Absalom and 

killed him. 

16 Then Joab sounded the horn, and all the 

people returned from going after Israel, for Joab 

stopped them.  

Lesson 11 ● Page 52 



Lesson 12 ● Page 53 

There is a saying - “Never trouble 

trouble till trouble troubles you.” This means 

“don’t go looking for trouble.” But sometimes 

trouble or troublemakers come when you are 

not expecting them. Then it is time to go to 

God for wisdom. Troublemakers keep us 

humble and prayerful before the Lord.  

David had not had an easy time. His 

son, Absalom, tried to become king and was 

killed by Joab. Then David had to stop a fight 

between Judah and the rest of the family 

groups. Now another fight comes. There were 

some who did not want David to be King.  

David needed to follow God’s plan. 

God wanted the nation to be together. David 

saw that even one troublemaker could destroy 

the kingdom. He also discovered that God 

provided one wise woman to end the problem. 

 David had to take care of problems 

with his army and the rebels. Taking care of  

this was hard, but it was part of the king’s job.  

  

The Troublemaker (2 Samuel 20:1-2)  

 The Bible says Sheba was a man of no 

worth, a troublemaker. He was from the tribe 

of Benjamin and family of Saul. God had 

chosen David as king when King Saul became 

foolish and was not stable.  

 Sheba wanted to start a war against 

David. He blew a horn and shouted, “We will 

not join with David. We do not want to serve 

with the son of Jesse!”  

 Many men from the northern family 

groups stopped following David. Sheba had 

led Israel away from David. Only the family 

group of Judah was loyal and so they took the 

king safely back to Jerusalem.  

 

David’s Orders (2 Samuel 20:4-7a) 

 Joab had been the general in charge of 
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David’s army. He was the son of David’s 

sister and had two brothers, Abishai and 

Asahel. Joab served David for many years.  

 When David got back to Jerusalem, he 

did not choose Joab to go after Sheba. 

Perhaps David remembered that Joab had 

killed his son, Absalom. Instead David chose 

the son of another sister, his nephew Amasa. 

He told him to go and gather all the loyal 

soldiers. Joab must have been unhappy that 

David chose Amasa. He had been the general 

that Absalom used when he rebelled against 

his father, King David.   

 David gave Amasa only three days to 

gather an army. Amasa took too long. David 

knew he must act quickly. He still didn’t ask 

his old general, Joab for help. Instead he 

went to Joab’s brother, Abishai, and sent him 

to get the soldiers and go after the rebel, 

Sheba. By now, Sheba had even more time to 

prepare for battle and get to a safe place.  

 There were three parts of David’s 

army. First was his personal army. The 

second were those men who were soldiers in 

times of trouble. These were the ones Amasa 

tried to gather. And the third was the one 

given to Abishai. They were the standing 

army, and included the trained soldiers 

formerly under Joab.  

 

Joab Kills Amasa (2 Samuel 20:8a-10) 

 Joab did not wait for David to ask him 

for help. He wanted to have power. He met his 

cousin, Amasa, at the large stone in Gibeon. 

Amasa had finally arrived with soldiers.  

 Joab called Amasa, “Brother.” He 

greeted him with a kiss. But then he brought 

out a hidden knife. Joab killed Amasa in the 

same way he killed Abner in 2 Samuel 3, by a 

knife in the stomach.  

 Joab was again in command of all the 

army of Israel. He had his old job back. David 

had first chosen Amasa, and then Abishai. But 

Joab was now the one in charge. The army 

was ready to fight the real troublemaker, 

Sheba.  

 

Sheba Arrives in Abel Bethmaacah 

                       (2 Samuel 20:14)                                          

 Sheba and his men had to run from 

David’s army. They went to a walled city in 

the northern part of Israel, near the city of 

Dan. The name of the city, Abel Bethmaacah, 

means “the meadow of the house of Maacah.” 

It was on a hill overlooking the Jordan River 

with rich farmland all around. Many Bichrites 

followed Sheba into the city. They, like 

Sheba, were family and tribal leaders from the 

tribe of Benjamin. 

 

A Wise Woman Saves the City                          

(2 Samuel 20:15-22)  

 Joab and his army followed Sheba to 

the gates of the city. They began building a 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What might have happened differently if Amasa 
had gathered the soldiers in time? 
 
2. If you had been Joab, would you have listened to 
the woman calling from the walls? Why or why not? 
 
3. Can you think of a time in your life when  
someone wisely encouraged you to stop and think 
for a moment? How did that wisdom help you? 
 
4. How do you feel about Joab, in the end, remaining 
in charge of David’s army after all he had done? 
Was it the right thing for David to do?  

pile of dirt and stone against the city wall so 

they could knock down the walls and get 

inside to take Sheba.    

 Suddenly they heard a woman’s voice 

calling from the city wall. The woman invited 

Joab to speak with her. She asked Joab to 

think about the wisdom of tearing down a 

wall to destroy a city just to capture one man.  

 This wise woman of Abel took a 

chance to speak for peace. Risking her own 

life, she convinced the men to stop the battle.  

 Joab was asked to listen to the wisdom 

of the woman. He did. She was a person of 

peace and faith in Israel. The woman wanted 

help for the city and herself. She reminded 

Joab of a proverb about her city, “Let them 

ask for words of wisdom at Abel.”   

 The woman reminded Joab that the city 

was a mother city of Israel and part of God’s 

gift. She told of a way for a peaceful end to 

the problem.  

 Joab stopped the attack on the city. He 

said he did not want to destroy the city. He 

only wanted to take Sheba for rebelling 

against the king.  

 The wise woman went to all the people 

with her plan. They refused to give help to 

Sheba. They cut off the head of Sheba and 

threw it down to Joab. A wise woman turned 

an entire city against Sheba.  

 This time Joab blew a horn. He and his 

army left the city of Abel Bethmaacah. With 

Sheba killed, the army returned to their 

homes. The city was saved. Joab returned to 

the king in Jerusalem. David put him in 

charge of all his army.  

 

Things to Remember 

 God’s wisdom shows the way to peace. 

Israel was not sure they would stay together 

as a nation when they were tempted by the 

troublemaker Sheba. They argued among 

themselves (2 Samuel 19:9-10) and with 

Judah (19:41-43). Some rebelled against 

David when they followed Sheba.  

A wise woman found a way to stop a 

war and save many innocent lives. We must 

ask God for wisdom when a troublemaker 

comes into our lives.   



2 Samuel 20:1-2; 4-7a; 8a; 9-10; 14-22 

1 A man of no worth happened to be there 

whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a 

Benjamite. He sounded the horn and said, “We 

have no share in David! We have no share in 

the son of Jesse! Every man to his tents, O 

Israel!”  

2 So all the men of Israel stopped following 

David, and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. 

But the men of Judah were not moved from 

following their king, from the Jordan to 

Jerusalem.                                                            

   . . . . . . . .                                                                      

4 Then the king said to Amasa, “Call the men 

of Judah to come to me within three days, and 

you be here yourself.”  

5 So Amasa went to call out the men of Judah. 

But he took longer than the time which had 

been given him.  

6 David said to Abishai, “Now Bichri’s son 

Sheba will bring us more trouble than 

Absalom. Take your lord’s servants and go 

after him. Or he might find strong cities for 

himself, and get away from us.”  

7 So Joab’s men went out after him . . . 

8 Amasa came to meet them at the large stone 

in Gibeon . . . 

9 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my 

brother?” And he took Amasa by the hair of 

his face with his right hand to kiss him.  

10 But Amasa did not see the sword which 

was in Joab’s hand. So Joab hit him in the 

stomach with it, and poured his inside parts 

out on the ground. He did not hit him again, 

and Amasa died. Then Joab and his brother 

Abishai went after Sheba the son of Bichri.   

   . . . . . . . . 

14 Sheba passed through all the families of 

Israel to Abel Bethmaacah. Then all the 

Berites gathered together and followed him 

into the city.  

15 And all the men who were with Joab came 

and gathered their armies around him in Abel 

Bethmaacah. They built up a hill of dirt  

against the wall of the city. And they were 

trying their best to make the wall fall down. 

16 Then a wise woman called from the city, 

“Listen! I beg you, tell Joab to come here that 

I may speak with him.”  

17 So he came to her, and the woman said, 

“Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then 

she said to him, “Listen to the words of your 

woman servant.” And he answered, “I am 

listening.”  

18 Then she said, “In the past they used to 

say, ‘Let them ask for words of wisdom at 

Abel.’ And so they would stop fighting.  

19 I am one of peace and faith in Israel. You 

want to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. 

Why would you swallow up the gift of the 

Lord?”  

20 Joab answered, “Far be it from me! Far be 

it that I should swallow up or destroy!  

21 That is not true. But a man from the hill 

country of Ephraim has turned against King 

David. His name is Sheba the son of Bichri. 

Give up only him, and I will leave the city.” 

And the woman said to Joab, “See, his head 

will be thrown to you over the wall.”  

22 Then the woman went to all the people 

with her plan. And they cut off the head of 

Sheba the son of Bichri and threw it to Joab. 

So he sounded the horn and they left the city, 

every man going to his home. Joab returned 

to the king at Jerusalem. 
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I remember watching cartoons on TV 

when I was young. Donald Duck had an uncle 

named “Scrooge” who was always counting 

his money. He liked to swim in the pile of 

coins and counted them over and over.   

Instead of counting money, King David 

counted his fighting men. We learn from his 

pride that it is more important to trust God.   

 

David Counts the People of Israel              

(2 Samuel 24:1-4; 8-10)  

 God was angry with Israel again. Often 

this happened when His people did not obey 

Him. David decided to make a count of Judah 

and Israel. He may have done this for a wrong 

reason.  

 This count was not like we count 

people to give them a voice in government. 

David wanted to know how many fighting 

men he could use for himself. It was as if 

David trusted his powerful men more than he 

trusted God. Perhaps the devil tempted him to 

trust his army more and to trust God less. 

   It does not seem wrong for a king to 

count his people. It may seem a good thing to 

know the number of soldiers. But Israel was 

not an ordinary country. The army did not win 

because it was big. God helped them defeat its 

enemies. David should have trusted God 

instead of himself.   

 David sinned when he told Joab to 

make the count. The people belonged to God, 

not to David. 

 Joab tried to advise David not to take 

the count. Joab had himself done many evil 

things. His advice was not always good. This 

time Joab was right. David should have 

trusted God. God would give David the 

soldiers that he needed. But David refused to 

follow Joab’s advice. David was the king and 

the counting began. 
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 It took a long time to go all over the 

country and number all the people. It was a 

big job to go to all the regions and count the 

heads of the men of Israel. They counted 1.3 

million fighting men—500,000 men in Judah 

and 800,00 men in Israel who could fight and 

carry a sword into battle. The time to 

complete the count was nine months and 20 

days.  

 
Confession of Sin and Judgment                 

(2 Samuel 24:13-17) 

 As soon as the counting was done, 

David knew that he had sinned. David was 

not perfect, but he knew when he had done 

the wrong thing. David prayed and told God 

that he had sinned. He begged God to forgive 

him. But even when we are sorry, there are 

still results for our actions.  

A man named Gad spoke for God. He 

told David that he had three choices for his 

punishment. He had to choose which one he 

would take. These were his choices: 

1) Seven years without food, or 

2) Three months of running from his 

enemies, or 

3) Three days of disease on the land. 

Seven years was a long time for no 

food to grow. And David had already spent a 

lot of time fleeing from his enemy. So David 

decided to choose God’s loving-kindness 

rather than to fall into the hands of man.  

Whatever punishment David chose, 

many people would die. Many of these would 

be those Joab had counted. The people would 

die slowly if they did not have enough food. 

They would die quickly with a bad disease.  

David did not want his enemies to 

punish him. They hated him and they would 

not be kind. They might ruin the whole 

country.  

David chose three days of disease at the 

hands of God. David chose God’s loving-

kindness. He decided to trust God when he did 

not trust other people.  

Then David saw the angel who was 

killing. David knew that he could not save his 

people. A big army could not protect Israel. 

Only God could stop the punishment.  

God had sent the angel. God decided to 

be kind to the people in Jerusalem and told the 

angel to stop. David then asked God to punish 

him and his family. David did not want God to 

punish the people any more. David said it was 

his sin and he should have to pay for this. 

  

Worship and an Altar Built to God                      

(2 Samuel 24:18; 21; 23a-25) 

 God told Gad to tell David what to do. 

David was to build an altar on a grain floor to 

end the disease. This was the same place that 

David had prayed and asked God for his 

loving-favor. David was to build the altar and 

give worship gifts to God.                                                         

 Araunah owned the grain-floor. When 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. If you were David, which punishment would you 
have chosen? Why?  
 

2. Do you think David knew God had stopped the 
disease before he built the altar? Why? Why not? 
 

3. How important was it that David was sorry for his 
sin and bought a grain-floor that would one day 
became the place the temple was built? 
 

4. When was the last time you sacrificed something 
for God that came at a personal cost?  
 

5. What does God’s sacrifice of His Son mean to 
you? 

David asked to buy it, Araunah tried to give it 

all to David. Araunah wanted David’s 

worship gift to be successful.                                                                 

 But David would not accept Araunah’s 

land and animals as a free gift. David said he 

must pay for all of it. He did not want to give 

God a gift that cost him nothing. He gave 50  

pieces of silver to Araunah for the land and 

for the animals.                                                              

 David built the altar and gave God the 

gifts. We can see that David had changed. He 

was no longer the proud king who wanted to 

count his army.                                                           

 Later, Solomon built the temple on this 

same piece of land. The Lord forgave David’s 

sin. God did not continue to punish him. The 

last verse in this book shows how God cares 

about His people. God answers prayer. God 

listened to the prayers of David for the land 

and stopped the disease.                                                           

 God continued to bless David’s family. 

Luke 3:31 tells that much later Jesus Christ 

came from the family of David.                          

 The book of 1 Samuel begins with 

Hannah as she worships God. The book of 2 

Samuel ends with David’s worship of God. 

        

   Things to Remember 

Second Samuel 24 teaches the 

importance and power of telling God of our 

sin. We learn how much we need God’s love 

and care. 

David said that he would not offer 

anything as a sacrifice to God which cost him 

nothing. We too should not go into God’s 

house with empty hands.                                                            

 David’s told Araunah that he wanted to 

pay for the land for the altar. David knew his 

gift had to cost him something to have 

meaning. David took the blame for the results 

of his wrongdoings. He knew God to be a 

God of loving-pity.  

 We can be thankful that though God is 

never happy with our sin, Jesus’ death on the 

cross makes us right with God again.    

 David was sorry for his sin. This made 

the way for him to worship God and be made 

right with God. We thank God for the 

sacrifice of Jesus. We have the forgiveness of 

sins through Christ’s death on the cross. We 

confess our sins, receive forgiveness, and can 

daily worship and serve God.   



2 Samuel 24:1-4; 8-10; 13-18; 21; 23a-25 

1 Again the anger of the Lord burned against 

Israel. He moved David against them, saying, 

“Go, number Israel and Judah.”                                     

2 So the king said to Joab the captain of the 

army who was with him, “Go through all the 

families of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba. 

Number the people, so I may know how many 

there are.”                                                                 

3 But Joab said to the king, “May the Lord your 

God add to the people a hundred times as many 

as they are. And may it be while the eyes of my 

lord the king still see. But why does my lord the 

king find this thing pleasing?”                                                                    

4 But the king’s word was stronger than Joab 

and the captains of the army. So Joab and the 

army leaders went out from the king to number 

the people of Israel. 

  . . . . . . . . . .    

8 When they had gone through the whole land, 

they came to Jerusalem. They had traveled nine 

months and twenty days. 

9 And Joab gave the number of the people to 

the king. There were 800,000 strong men in 

Israel who used the sword, and 500,000 men of 

Judah.                                                             

10 David’s heart troubled him after he had 

numbered the people. So he said to the Lord, “I 

have sinned. But now I beg you, O Lord. Take 

away the sin of Your servant, for I have acted 

like a fool.” 

  . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                       

13 So Gad came to David and told him, and 

said, “Will you have seven years without food 

in your land? Or will you run from those who 

hate you for three months, while they come 

after you? Or will there be disease in your land 

for three days? Now think about it. Decide what 

answer I should return to Him Who sent me.” 

 

14 David said to Gad, “I am in much trouble. 

Let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for His 

loving-kindness is great. But do not let me fall 

into the hand of man.”                                                

15 So the Lord sent a disease upon Israel from 

the morning until the time given. And 70,000 

men died, from Dan to Beersheba.                                      

16 The angel put out his hand to destroy 

Jerusalem. But the Lord had pity on them 

because of their trouble. He said to the angel 

who destroyed the people, “It is enough! Do 

no more!” The angel of the Lord was by the 

grain-floor of Araunah the Jebusite.                 

17 When David saw the angel who was killing 

the people, he said to the Lord, “See, it is I 

who have sinned. It is I who have done wrong. 

But these sheep, what have they done? I beg 

You, let Your hand be against me and my 

father’s family.”                                              

18 Then Gad came to David and said, “Go up 

and build an altar to the Lord on the grain-

floor of Araunah the Jebusite.”                        .                     

  . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                                          

21 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king 

come to his servant?” David answered, “To 

buy the grain-floor from you, to build an altar 

to the Lord. Then the disease may be kept 

away from the people.                             .                                               

  . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                                          

23a “Araunah gives all this to the king”. . . . 

24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, I will 

buy it from you for a price. I will not give 

burnt gifts to the Lord my God which I do not 

pay for.” So David bought the grain-floor and 

the bulls for fifty pieces of silver.                    

25 And David built an altar there to the Lord. 

He gave burnt gifts and peace gifts. So the 

Lord listened to the prayers for the land, and 

stopped the disease in Israel.  
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 There is a famous Native American 

proverb: You can not understand a man until 

you have walked a mile in his moccasins. This 

means that in order to understand a person you 

must imagine yourself in their place. In other 

words, think about how you would feel if the 

same thing happened to you. Then you will 

truly understand the other person. This is wise 

advice. 

 This wise advice can also help us 

understand the truth of the Bible. The words of 

the Bible describe many things that happened 

a long time ago. If we imagine ourselves 

living in the middle of these things, we can 

learn a lot. 

 There is a lot to learn about Easter. It is 

the most important event in the Bible. Easter 

is the story of Jesus’ death and His coming 

alive again. Easter is the true hope for every 

Christian. Easter shows God’s power over sin 

and death. Easter shows that Jesus has life 

that lasts forever. Easter changes everything. 

 To understand Easter, it helps to think 

carefully about these things that happened. 

How would you feel living in the middle of 

such amazing events? How would you 

respond if the same things happened to you? 

What if Easter was not just an old story? 

What if Easter was your story?  

 

Fear and Rejoicing (Matthew 28:1-10) 

 Mary Magdalene and another woman 

named Mary watched Jesus die. He died on a 

Friday. His body was placed in a new grave 

(Matthew 27:60). This was done quickly 

before the Jewish Day of Rest. No work was 

allowed on the Jewish Day of Rest. So there 

was little time to do what was needed. Jesus’ 

body was only wrapped in a simple linen 

cloth (Matthew 27:59). 

 After the Jewish Day of Rest was over, 

women came to Jesus’ grave. They brought 

spices to prepare Jesus’ body for a proper 

Jewish funeral. They must have been full of 
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sadness after losing someone they loved so 

much. They came early in the morning 

before the sun came up (v.1). Maybe they 

were up early because their grief kept them 

from sleeping. They were probably 

exhausted and very sad.  

 Heavy grief can make it hard to keep 

living. Simple tasks like walking and talking 

seem like heavy burdens in the middle of 

deep grief. These women probably felt like 

life was happening in slow motion. They 

certainly were not prepared for what 

happened next. At Jesus’ grave, “the earth 

shook and an angel of the Lord came down 

from heaven” (v. 2). The women probably 

had a hard time believing what they saw. 

Maybe they thought they were imagining 

things.  

 Soldiers at the grave saw this, too. 

They were guarding Jesus’ grave. They had a 

job to do. Roman leaders remembered what 

Jesus said. He said He would not stay dead 

(Matthew 27:63). The Romans wanted to 

make sure Jesus’ body stayed in the grave. 

They feared the Jews would steal Jesus’ 

body. They feared Jews would trick people 

into believing Jesus was raised to life from 

the dead. If people believed this, it would 

threaten Roman power over the Jews.  

 When the mighty Roman soldiers saw 

the angel, they “were shaking with fear” and 

some even fainted (v. 4). They were afraid of 

what they saw. It was not of this earth. God’s 

power can be a frightening thing. The soldiers 

were likely afraid of harsh punishment, too. 

They had failed to do their job. They failed to 

keep the grave secure. The Roman army 

would not show them mercy. 

 These events shocked everyone who 

was there. The angel’s words were just as 

shocking. The angel said, “He is not here! He 

has risen from the dead as He said He 

would” (v. 6). The women might have been 

afraid to hope this good news was true. They 

“were afraid and yet had much joy” (v. 8). 

That morning, their hearts felt sadness, fear, 

shock, and joy. 

 As they ran to tell the other followers, 

their feelings changed once again. Along the 

road, they met Jesus! All at once, their 

feelings of sadness and fear went away. They 

worshiped Him. They were free to love and 

adore Jesus as He stood before them. Jesus 

was alive! 

 

Confusion and Lies (Matthew 28:11-15) 

 The soldiers’ story was different from 

the women’s story. Their feelings did not 

change. They were still afraid and confused. 

They went into the city to tell the religious 

leaders what happened (v. 11). The religious 

leaders hated Jesus. They hated Jesus’ 

followers. Jesus’ power was a threat to them. 

They could not let Jesus’ followers know He 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What do you do when you truly want to 
understand someone or something? 
 

2. If you were the women at Jesus’ grave, how 
would you feel? 
 

3. If you were the soldiers at Jesus’ grave, how 
would you feel? 
 

4. If you were one of Jesus’ followers, how would 
you feel after He died? 
 

5. Can you explain how Easter changed your life?  

was alive. So they paid the soldiers to lie 

about it (vv. 12-13). Many people believed 

their lies (v. 15). 

 

Telling and Teaching (Matthew 28:16-20) 

 Jesus’ death caused much pain for His 

followers. They had lived with Jesus for three 

years. They knew Jesus’ power. They 

watched Him do many miracles. His death 

did not make sense to them. It left them with 

many questions. How could death take such a 

powerful man? Was Jesus’ power real? Or 

had they believed a lie? Had they wasted 

their lives following Him? What was their 

purpose now that He was gone? After Jesus’ 

death, His followers probably felt 

disappointed, hopeless, afraid, and alone.  

 Just like the women, everything 

changed for Jesus’ followers when they saw 

He was alive. Jesus spoke important words to 

them. His words gave them purpose. His 

words gave them the strength to act with 

boldness. He said to them, “All power has 

been given to me” (v. 18). Death did not take 

away Jesus’ power! 

 Jesus freely shared this power with His 

followers. Jesus sent them to tell the nations 

how to follow Him (v. 19). He sent them to 

teach the nations everything Jesus told them 

(v. 20).  Jesus sent His followers out with the 

promise of His presence (v. 20). Jesus 

changed their grief into worship. He changed 

their lost hope into new purpose. And He 

changed their fear into power. They had a 

strong story to tell. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Jesus changes everything. To 

understand this fully, we must think carefully 

about the events of Easter. We must consider  

the thoughts and feelings of Jesus’ friends 

and followers. Then we will see the truth 

about Jesus and about Easter.  

 The story of Easter does not end in the 

Bible. It goes on today. Jesus is alive! His 

power is in the world today. The story of 

Easter can be your story, too. Do you know 

that God raised Jesus from the dead? Do you 

know that He has power over death and sin? 

Ask Him to forgive your sins. Give your life 

to Jesus today. Follow His ways. And receive 

His power. Live the story of Easter. 

   



Matthew 28:1-20 

1 The Day of Rest was over. The sun was 

coming up on the first day of the week. Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 

the grave.  

2 At once the earth shook and an angel of the 

Lord came down from heaven. He came and 

pushed back the stone from the door and sat 

on it.  

3 His face was bright like lightning. His 

clothes were white as snow.  

4 The soldiers were shaking with fear and 

became as dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be 

afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus Who 

was nailed to the cross.  

6 He is not here! He has risen from the dead 

as He said He would. Come and see the place 

where the Lord lay.  

7 Run fast and tell His followers that He is 

risen from the dead. He is going before you 

to the country of Galilee. You will see Him 

there as I have told you.”  

8 They went away from the grave in a hurry. 

They were afraid and yet had much joy. 

They ran to tell the news to His followers. 

9 As they went to tell the followers, Jesus 

met them and said hello to them. They came 

and held His feet and worshiped Him. 

10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. Go and tell My followers to go to 

Galilee. They will see Me there.” 

11 While they were on their way, some of 

the soldiers who were to watch the grave 

came into the city. They told the head 

religious leaders everything that had 

happened.  

12 The soldiers gathered together with the 

other leaders and talked about what to do. 

The leaders gave much money to the 

soldiers.  

13 They said, “Tell the people, ‘His 

followers came at night and took His body 

while we were sleeping.’  

14 We will see that you do not get into 

trouble over this if Pilate hears about it.”  

15 They took the money and did as they 

were told. This story was told among the 

Jews and is still told today. 

16 Then the eleven followers went to 

Galilee. They went to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. 

17 When they saw Jesus, they worshiped 

Him. But some did not believe. 

18 Jesus came and said to them, “All power 

has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth.  

19 Go and make followers of all the nations. 

Baptize them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

20 Teach them to do all the things I have 

told you. And I am with you always, even to 

the end of the world.” 
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