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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 

This free, online curriculum is made  
possible by your gifts to the 
Mary Hill Davis Offering®  

for Texas Missions 

These lessons use the New Life Version (NLV) of the 

Bible. You can read it online at www.biblegateway.com 

and at www.studylight.org. BibleGateway has a free app 

available for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and Kindle 

Fire. If you prefer a hard copy of the NLV, go to 

barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).  

http://wmutx.org/mary-hill-davis
http://wmutx.org/mary-hill-davis


 God’s Ten Great Laws are an important 

part of human history. Many countries and 

cultures throughout history have used these 

laws as the guidelines for how people should 

treat each other.  

 God’s Ten Great Laws are based on 

honoring God, honoring each other, and 

honoring each other’s property. When honor is 

given to others, honor is often given in return. 

Everyone is better when we honor each other. 

 Every people group must have a set of 

rules that they agree to live by. But not all 

rules are based on honor, respect, and 

kindness. Some are based on fear and greed. 

This just brings about a people who use each 

other to get what they want. No one is safe. 

No one is truly free. 

 Jesus said, “ You will know the truth 

and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32). 

Anything that is not full of truth is not really 

freedom. When we know the truth of God’s 

love and we obey the rules of how we are to 

act, then we are free to live in joy and peace. 

 A free people cannot exist without a 

common set of rules guiding their actions 

toward kindness and love. There will never be 

enough police or soldiers to force us to make 
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About the Writers 
 

Mark Ernst wrote lesson 1. He was a pastor in 

Pennsylvania and Illinois. He and his wife now 

live in Plano, Texas.  
 

Jennifer Carson wrote lessons 2-5. Jennifer is a 

freelance writer/editor who lives with her family 

in Saginaw, Texas. 
 

Amy Barker wrote lessons 6-7. She is a wife and 

a homeschool mom to three children. Her family 

lives on a farm near Moody, Texas. 
 

Judy Hughes wrote lessons 8-11. Judy has 

taught English to internationals in the U.S. and 

abroad, and now lives near Moody, Texas.  
 

Phyllis Merritt wrote lessons 12-13. She has 

taught ESL since 1970 in the U.S. and has taught 

English in China. She lives in Waco, Texas.  

the right choices.  

 Although the Ten Great Laws are 

ancient, they are still important for us in this 

day and time. As we look at these laws in this 

series of lessons, remember that God gave us 

these laws. And God is the only one who can 

help us to keep them and obey them. We will 

look at our own actions. We will consider 

God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy.  

 We will close this unit with two lessons 

that look at how we can have new life through 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Introduction 



Lesson 1 God’s Ten Great Laws in a No-Rules World Exodus 20:1-17 

Lesson 2 A Strong Foundation 
Exodus 20:1-3; Deuteronomy 
6:1-4; Psalm 115:4-8 

Lesson 3 The Living God 
Exodus 20:4-6; Exodus 32:1-5, 
25-26, 35 

Lesson 4 God’s Holy Name Exodus 20:7; Exodus 3:1-15 

Lesson 5 A Holy Day of Rest 
Exodus 20:8-11; Mark 2:25-28; 
Mark 3:1-5 

Lesson 6 Respect for Authority Exodus 20:12 

Lesson 7 Respect for Life Exodus 20:13 

Lesson 8 Respect for the Family Exodus 20:14 

Lesson 9 Respect for Property Exodus 20:15 

Lesson 10 Respect the Truth Exodus 20:16 

Lesson 11 Respect for Others Exodus 20:17 

Lesson 12 The Greatest Law Matthew 22:15-24; 28-39 

Lesson 13 Jesus’ Final Instructions Matthew 28 
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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Lesson Overview 
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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Word List 

Lesson 1 

covenant: an agreement under law bringing 

about a lasting relationship between two 

people or groups of people who were apart 

from each other 

relationship: having a close, often friendly, 

connection  

requirement: something that is needed; it 

cannot be missing  

rescue: to free from danger or evil  

the world: people who do not have a 

personal relationship with the Lord Jesus 

Christ and are not saved 

 

Lesson 2 

authority: the power or right to control 

someone or something 

elaborate: made or built with much detail 

fertility: the ability to produce babies 

foundation: layer of stone or concrete that 

supports a building under it 

 

Lesson 3 

embarrassed: the state of feeling foolish or 

ashamed 

idol: an object that is worshiped as a god 

pagan: related to false gods who are not the 

One True God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4 

character: the way someone feels, thinks, 

and acts; their personality 

holy: set apart by God 

identity: who someone is; the name of a 

person 

terrified: very afraid 

 

Lesson 5 

burden: a heavy weight that is carried 

crippled: something that is injured or broken 

detailed: including lots of information 

errand: a short journey to get something 

done 

weary: very tired 

 

Lesson 6 

authority: a person with the power to make 

decisions and enforce rules or laws 

independent: not requiring or relying on 

other people for help or support 

sacrificial: willing to give up something for 

the sake of someone or something else 

 

Lesson 7 

biology: the part of science that deals with 

the study of living plants and animals 

cell: any one of the very small parts that 

together form all living things  

disposable: made to be used and then thrown 

away 

masterpiece: the best artistic work an artist 

has done 
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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Word List 

Lesson 8 

adulterate: to make impure or weaker by 

adding something of poor quality 

foundation:  usually stone or concrete that 

supports a building from underneath or an 

idea or principle that supports something 

society: people living together in organized 

communities with shared laws, traditions, and 

values 

 

Lesson 9 

generous: freely giving or sharing what one 

owns. 

shoplifter: someone who steals things from a 

shop or store 

tithe: one-tenth of what one owns given to 

God, the act of giving one-tenth to God 

 

Lesson 10 

advertising: media used to make the public 

aware of something that is being sold 

point-of-view: a way of looking at or 

thinking about something 

witness: a person who makes a statement in 

court about what he knows or has seen 

 

Lesson 11 

content: pleased and happy with what you 

have 

covet: to have a strong desire for something 

you do not have, wanting something you 

should not have, to be greedy 

discontent: not pleased and happy with what 

you have, not content 

 

Lesson 12 

trap: try to get someone in trouble with a 

question, sometimes called a trick question 

 

Lesson 13 

baptize: to put a new believer under water 

for a few seconds and then raise him up out 

of the water; a picture of dying to an old life 

of sin and being raised to a new life in Christ, 

shows the person is a follower of Jesus                                   

Great Commission: command, job; 

instructions, telling the things that someone 

should do 

heaven: the name of the place where God 

lives 
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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Word List in Alphabetical Order 

These vocabulary words can found in the lesson 

listed in each definition; “L8” means Lesson 8.  

 

adulterate: to make impure or weaker by adding 

something of poor quality (L8) 

advertising: media used to make the public aware of 

something that is being sold (L10) 

authority: the power or right to control someone or 

something (L2); a person with the power to make 

decisions and enforce rules or laws (L6) 

baptize: to put a new believer under water for a few 

seconds and then raise him up out of the water; a 

picture of dying to an old life of sin and being 

raised to a new life in Christ, shows the person is 

a follower of Jesus (L13)                                  

biology: the part of science that deals with the study 

of living plants and animals (L7) 

burden: a heavy weight that is carried (L5) 

character: the way someone feels, thinks, and acts; 

their personality (L4) 

cell: any one of the very small parts that together 

form all living things (L7) 

content: pleased and happy with what you have 

(L11) 

covenant: an agreement under law bringing about a 

lasting relationship between two people or groups 

of people who were apart from each other (L1) 

covet: to have a strong desire for something you do 

not have, wanting something you should not 

have, to be greedy (L11) 

crippled: something that is injured or broken (L5) 

detailed: including lots of information (L5) 

discontent: not pleased and happy with what you 

have, not content (L11) 

disposable: made to be used and then thrown away 

(L7) 

elaborate: made or built with much detail (L2)

embarrassed: the state of feeling foolish or ashamed 

errand: a short journey to get something done (L5) 

fertility: the ability to produce babies (L2) 

foundation: layer of stone or concrete that supports a 

building under it (L2); usually stone or concrete 

that supports a building from underneath or an 

idea or principle that supports something (L8) 

generous: freely giving or sharing what one owns 

(L9) 

Great Commission: command, job; instructions, 

telling the things that someone should do (L13)                                 

heaven: the name of the place where God lives 

(L13)                                  

holy: set apart by God (L4) 

identity: who someone is; the name of a person (L4) 

idol: an object that is worshiped as a god (L3) 

independent: not requiring or relying on other 

people for help or support (L6) 

masterpiece: the best artistic work an artist has done 

(L7) 

pagan: related to false gods who are not the One 

True God (L3) 

point-of-view: a way of looking at or thinking about 

something (L10) 

relationship: having a close, often friendly, 

connection (L1) 

requirement: something that is needed; it cannot be 

missing (L1) 

rescue: to free from danger or evil (L1) 

sacrificial: willing to give up something for the sake 

of someone or something else (L6) 

shoplifter: someone who steals things from a shop 

or store (L9) 

society: people living together in organized 

communities with shared laws, traditions, and 

values (L8) 

terrified: very afraid (L4) 

tithe: one-tenth of what one owns given to God, the 

act of giving one-tenth to God (L9) 

trap: try to get someone in trouble with a question, 

sometimes called a trick question (L12) 

weary: very tired (L5) 

witness: a person who makes a statement in court 

about what he knows or has seen (L10) 

the world: people who do not have a personal 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and are 

not saved (L1) 
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God’s Ten Great Laws: Still True Today 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 

“I am the Lord your God, Who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
where you were servants.” (Exodus 20:2) 
 

Lesson 2 

“No one can have two bosses. He will hate 
the one and love the other. Or he will listen to 
the one and work against the other.”  
(Matthew 6:24a)   
 

Lesson 3 

“Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.”    
(1 John 5:21, New International Version)   
 

Lesson 4 

“Let the name of the Lord be honored, now 
and forever. The name of the Lord is to be 
praised from the time the sun rises to when it 
sets.” (Psalm 113:2-3)   
 

Lesson 5 

“Come to Me, all of you who work and have 
heavy loads. I will give you rest.” (Matthew 
11:28) 
 

Lesson 6 

“Respect your father and mother. This is the 
first Law given that had a promise. The 
promise is this: If you respect your father and 
mother, you will live a long time and your 
life will be full of many good things.”  
(Ephesians 6:2-3)   
 

Lesson 7 

“And God made man in His own likeness. In 
the likeness of God He made him. He made 
both male and female.” (Genesis 1:27)   

Lesson 8 

“A man is tempted to do wrong when he lets 
himself be led by what his bad thoughts tell 
him to do.” (James 1:14) 
 

Lesson 9 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, 
the world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 
24:1) 
 
Lesson 10 
“Let your yes be YES. Let your no be NO. 
Anything more than this is of the devil.”  
(Matthew 5:37) 
 
Lesson 11 
“Keep your lives free from the love of 
money. Be happy with what you have. God 
has said, ‘I will never leave you or let you be 
alone.’ ” (Hebrews 13:5) 
 

Lesson 12 

“ ‘...You must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind ... ‘You must love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.’ ” (Matthew 
22:37b, 39b)   
 
Lesson 13 
“Go and make followers of all the nations. 
Baptize them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to 
do all the things I have told you. And I am 
with you always, even to the end of the 
world.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
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 When I was five years old, I learned the 

Ten Great Laws. It was for Sunday School. I 

learned one each week. If I could say the Law 

in class, I got a gold star next to my name. 

 There was a time when many children 

learned the Ten Great Laws. In America in the 

1700s and the 1800s, many children were 

taught to read using The New England 

Primer. This first reading book was filled 

with things from the Bible. It included the 

Ten Great Laws, also known as the Ten 

Commandments. 

 These things are not usually taught in 

the public schools any more. Sadly, they are 

not taught in many churches, either. We have 

pretty much “lost” the Ten Great Laws in the 

United States and Europe. This is a great loss. 

It may be an important reason why doing 

what pleases God has decreased a lot in the 

last 100 years. 

 This lesson will prepare you to study 

the Ten Great Laws in the next 10 weeks. 

This lesson will show three awful mistakes 

the world makes in thinking about the Ten 

Great Laws. (Sometimes, the church makes 

these mistakes, too.) You will also learn three 

amazing facts about God’s Ten Great Laws.  

 

Three Awful Mistakes 

 Today many people no longer respect 

rights and wrongs that have been followed for 

many years. The rules parents taught their 

children 50 years ago—and 100 years ago, 

and 200 years ago, and 3,500 years ago—are 

thought to be just old ideas. The first awful 

mistake is to think the Ten Great Laws are old 

and out of date. Many people think, “We live 

in the year 2019. These are modern times. We 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

God’s Ten Great Laws:  
Still True Today 

 

Lesson 1: 
God’s Ten Great Laws in a 

No-Rules World 

Bible Text 
Exodus 20:1-17 

 
Memory Verse 

“I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house where you 
were servants.” (Exodus 20:2) 
 

Word List 
covenant: an agreement under law bringing 
about a lasting relationship between two people 
or groups of people who were apart from each 
other 
relationship: having a close, often friendly, 
connection  
requirement: something that is needed; it cannot 
be missing  
rescue: to free from danger or evil  
the world: people who do not have a personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
not saved from their sins 
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live in the age of science and technology. 

The Ten Great Laws belong to the past.” 

 A second awful mistake is to believe 

there are no rights and wrongs that are 

always right or always wrong. The world 

does not believe there are rules which are to 

be obeyed by everyone, everywhere, at all 

times. The world is more interested in 

“freedom.” Some say, “People have rights. 

People have the right to make their own 

choices. Right and wrong depend on the 

situation and on each person.” Many people 

pay no attention to the Ten Great Laws. 

 The third awful mistake is to think that 

obeying the Ten Great Laws can earn our 

salvation and make us right with God. This 

was never the reason the Ten Great Laws 

were given. God did not say, “Here are My 

rules. If you follow them, then I will save 

you.” This has never been God’s way of 

salvation.  

 The Ten Great Laws and all of God’s 

Laws point people to God’s only way of 

salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ. When we 

read or hear God’s Law, we see how far we 

are from God’s perfect holiness. It does not 

matter how hard we try. No person will ever 

be completely holy like God. So God’s Law 

shows us our need for a Savior. 

 

Three Amazing Facts 

 The first amazing fact is that the Lord 

God actually spoke the Ten Great Laws to 

the people. Out of the cloud and fire covering 

Mount Sinai, God spoke. He spoke and they 

heard with their own ears. He spoke in 

Hebrew, their own language. In Deuteronomy 

5:22-27, Moses wrote about how amazing this 

was. The way God spoke the Ten Great Laws 

sets them apart. 

 The Lord not only spoke the Ten Great 

Laws, He wrote them Himself on big pieces of 

stone with His finger. In English we say, “It is 

not written in stone.” We mean something can 

be changed. But God wrote the Ten Great 

Laws in stone. They cannot be changed. They 

must not be changed. They are lasting. They 

are for all time.  

 In Deuteronomy 10:1-5, God told 

Moses to make a very special box. The Ten 

Great Laws were to be put inside this box. 

Then it was put inside the holiest place of all 

within the meeting tent. So the Ten Great 

Laws were kept in the holiest of all places 

within the place of worship. This is because 

the Ten Great Laws were at the heart of the 

covenant. And the covenant was at the heart 

of the special relationship the Israelites had 

with the Lord God. 

 The second amazing fact is that the Ten 

Great Laws are at the very heart of all of the 

Law of Moses. The other laws are like the 

blood vessels coming from the heart. But the 

heart is the center of the whole network.  

 Part of the second amazing fact is how  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you think the United States and Europe have 
“lost” the Ten Great Laws? Why? Pray for God to 
forgive us. Pray for this to change. 
 

2. In a world without rules, how would you tell others 
why the Ten Great Laws are still so important? 
 

3. What are some of the bad results of our “losing” 
the Ten Great Laws? How can you use these 
thoughts to talk to people about God, the Bible, the 
Ten Great Laws, and the gospel? 
 

4. How important are the Ten Great Laws in your 
life? How does your life show this?  

far-reaching the Ten Great Laws are. They are 

so brief. In Hebrew there are just 163 words! 

Yet they teach us so much about how God 

wants us to live. They help us know right 

from wrong in many different situations. If we 

plant them in our hearts, the Holy Spirit will 

use them to help us live godly lives. 

 The third amazing fact is that God’s 

rescue comes before His requirements. The 

Lord rescued His people before He made 

requirements of them. The Israelites were not 

saved because of their obedience. They were 

rescued because of God’s grace. God’s people 

still obey the Ten Great Laws out of thanks 

and love for God’s great love and salvation. 

 Think about Exodus 19. That chapter 

tells how Moses had the people prepare 

themselves for the giving of the Ten Great 

Laws. Israel was at Mount Sinai. The Lord 

reminded them of all He had done for them 

already. He told them about His desires. He 

wanted to make a covenant with them. He 

wanted to have a one-of-a-kind relationship 

with them. He planned for them to be His 

very special people. This was not because of 

anything they had done. It was because of His 

grace. But if God were to bring good to them, 

they must follow His rules. The Ten Great 

Laws explain those rules in a short but very 

wise way. Keeping the Laws would keep 

their special relationship with God strong. 

The Ten Great Laws were a wonderful gift. 

 Think about what comes right before 

the start of the Ten Great Laws. Exodus 20:2 

reads, “I am the Lord your God, Who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

where you were servants.” 

 The Lord first made clear that the 

covenant was between Himself and the 

Israelites. It was God’s idea. He was already 

their God because of His choice and grace. 

Then He reminded the people that He had 

rescued them from a hard place. And the way 

He rescued them was amazing. Wow! Now 

this great God wanted a lasting relationship 

with them. Another wow! 

 

Things to Remember  

 The world makes an awful mistake 

when it forgets about the Ten Great Laws. It 

is a big reason why there is so much wrong 

and bad today. 



 The Ten Great Laws are very, very 

important. They have a place by themselves 

among all the rest of the God’s Law. 

 The Ten Great Laws are a wonderful 

gift, not a heavy weight. They show us how 

the Lord wants us to live, so that we can 

please Him and so that He can do good to us. 

They are just as true today as they were 

when God spoke them at Mount Sinai. And 

they point people to Jesus. Thank God for 

His Ten Great Laws. 

 

_________________ 

 

Exodus 20:1-17 

1 Then God spoke all these words, saying,  

2 “I am the Lord your God, Who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

where you were servants. 

3 “Have no gods other than Me. 

4 “Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on 

the earth below or in the waters under the 

earth. 

5 “Do not worship them or work for them. 

For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. 

I punish the children, even the great-

grandchildren, for the sins of their fathers 

who hate Me.  

6 But I show loving-kindness to thousands of 

those who love Me and keep My Laws. 

7 “Do not use the name of the Lord your 

God in a false way. For the Lord will punish 

the one who uses His name in a false way. 

8 “Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy.  

9 Six days you will do all your work.  

10 But the seventh day is a Day of Rest to 

the Lord your God. You, your son, your 

daughter, your male servant, your female 

servant, your cattle, or the traveler who 

stays with you, must not do any work on 

this day.  

11 For in six days the Lord made the 

heavens, the earth, the sea and all that is in 

them. And He rested on the seventh day. So 

the Lord gave honor to the Day of Rest and 

made it holy. 

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so 

your life may be long in the land the Lord 

your God gives you. 

13 “Do not kill other people. 

14 “Do not do sex sins. 

15 “Do not steal. 

16 “Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

17 “Do not have a desire for your 

neighbor’s house. Do not have a desire for 

his wife or his male servant, his female 

servant, or his bull or his donkey or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
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I lived in Arlington, Texas, when the 

Dallas Cowboys football team was building 

their new stadium in 2006. Our family loved to 

drive by the construction site. The kids 

enjoyed looking at the work trucks at the site. 

For a long time, those trucks worked to dig a 

giant hole in the ground. It took many months 

to dig up the ground. We were very surprised 

by how much time this took. Each time we 

looked to see how much progress the workers 

made. But time after time, digging was all 

they did. We wondered if they would ever 

begin building the stadium.  

 I had a friend who was a home builder. 

One day I asked him why it was taking so 

long for the workers to start building the 

stadium. He explained it to me. He told me 

that a building this big needed to have a 

strong foundation. The workers had to dig 

very deep in the ground so they could lay a 

deep foundation. Only a deep and strong 

foundation could support such a large 

structure like the Dallas Cowboys stadium.  

After about nine months, we saw the 

foundation was completed. Next, we watched 

them start building the steel frame for the 

stadium. This happened more quickly than 

building the foundation. In only about two 

months, they began to put brick on the outside 

of the frame. Of course, it took more time to 

finish the details of the building. When the 

building was finished, our family went to visit 

the new stadium. It was amazing to see such 

an elaborate building where there was once 

just a hole in the ground.  

The builders knew how important is 

was for a strong foundation to support this 

new stadium. In today’s lesson, we will see 

that God also understands the need for strong 

foundations. Of course, God is interested in a 

different kind of building. He is interested in 

how His people build their lives.  

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

God’s Ten Great Laws: 
Still True Today 
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“No one can have two bosses. He will hate the 
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We Must Worship God (Exodus 20:1-3) 

 Moses delivered God’s words to God’s 

people. He said that God spoke all the words 

in these Ten Great Laws. This means these 

words carry God’s authority. God is strong 

and true. So His words are also strong and 

true. We can trust what God says. He is 

faithful and good. We can build our lives on 

God’s words. 

 Worshiping God builds a strong 

foundation in our lives. Worship is like the 

foundation of a new building. In any 

building, the foundation comes first. In 

God’s Ten Great Laws, worship comes first. 

All the other Laws are built on worshiping 

God. Moses reminded God’s people that only 

God is worthy of worship. Just like a single 

building has only one foundation, God’s 

people can only worship one God.  

 People worshiped many gods in 

Moses’ time. Each nation worshiped its own 

god. But the God of Israel is the One True 

God. God’s people could not worship other 

gods. If they did, they would not have a 

strong foundation for their lives. They would 

not have a strong foundation for their nation. 

When a building has a bad foundation, the 

whole building can fall down. The same 

thing was true for God’s people. If they 

worshiped another god, their lives and their 

nation could be destroyed. 

 

The One True God (Deuteronomy 6:1-4) 

 The God of Israel was not like other 

gods. The Egyptians often worshiped the sun 

god named Ra. The Philistines often 

worshiped the fish god Dagon. The Canaanites 

worshiped the fertility god Baal. Still other 

nations worshiped other gods. We even read 

about these gods in Old Testament stories. For 

example, Elijah challenged the prophets of 

Baal in 1 Kings 18. 

 Only the God of Israel is the One True 

God. He is not one god among many gods. He 

is not the greatest god among many gods. He 

is not the best god to worship out of all the 

gods. He alone is God. He is the only one. He 

alone created the world. He has power over all 

creation. He alone rules the world. There is no 

God besides the Lord God of Israel.  

 This truth is a strong foundation. This is 

why it is the first of God’s Ten Great Laws. It 

was the most important truth for God’s people 

to remember. Deuteronomy 6:4 reminds us of 

this truth: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God 

is one Lord!” Another way to say this is that 

there is only one God. These words from 

Deuteronomy are still special to the Jews. 

Even today, they repeat these words as a 

prayer during morning and evening prayer 

times. These words from Deuteronomy are a 

strong foundation. They remind us about the 

first of God’s Ten Great Laws.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why do God’s words have authority? 
 

2. What happens to a person who builds his or her 
life on the wrong foundation? What happens to a 
nation that builds on the wrong foundation?  
 

3. How is the One True God different from false 
gods? 
 

4. What gods do you see people worshiping around 
you every day? How does this affect their lives? How 
does this affect people around them? 

False Gods (Psalm 115:4-8) 

 Many people worship false gods. This 

is a dangerous thing. In Moses’ time, many 

nations worshiped false gods. They took 

many actions to please their false gods. They 

did sex sins to please these false gods. They 

killed animals to offer these false gods. They 

even killed children to offer these false gods. 

All of these things are evil in they eyes of the 

One True God.  

 False gods are nothing like the One 

True God. False gods are not strong and true. 

They are not faithful and good. Instead, they 

are harsh and demanding. They are cruel and 

unkind. When people worship false gods, they 

do the things that please false gods. They do 

things that are false, cruel, and evil.  

 People become like the false gods they 

serve and worship (v. 8). God knew this. 

False gods have no real power (v. 4). They do 

not see or hear truth (vv. 5-6). They do not 

move or act in ways that are right (v. 7). God 

wanted to save His people from these evil 

things. This is why He commanded His 

people to “have no gods other than” the One 

True God (Exodus 20:3). 

 

Things to Remember 

 The people of Israel were surrounded 

by nations that did not worship the One True 

God of Israel. God knew how dangerous this 

was for them. God gave His words to Moses 

in the Ten Great Laws. The first law lays an 

important foundation for His people. God 

commands His people to worship Him alone. 

 Even today people all around us 

worship false gods. These gods may not have 

names like Ra or Baal. But these false gods 

are also very real. Today many people build 

their lives on a false foundation. They 

worship money and success. They worship 

sex and power. They worship government 

and science. We might not think of these 

things as false gods. But they are. And they 

are also very dangerous.    

 Who do you worship? What is the 

foundation of you life? Choose to worship the 

One True God. Build your life on a strong 

foundation.  



Exodus 20:1-3 

1 Then God spoke all these words, saying,  

2 “I am the Lord your God, Who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

where you were servants. 

3 “Have no gods other than Me.” 

 

The Ten Great Laws 

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on the 

earth below or in the waters under the earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

Lord your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:1-4 

1 “These are the Laws which the Lord your 

God has told me to teach you. You are to do 

them in the land you are going to take for 

your own.  

2 Then you and your son and your grandson 

will fear the Lord your God. You will obey 

all His Laws that I tell you, all the days of 

your life. And then you will have a longer 

life.  

3 O Israel, you should listen and be careful 

to do them. Then it will go well with you. 

And you will become many in a land 

flowing with milk and honey. This is what 

the Lord, the God of your fathers, has 

promised you. 

4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one 

Lord! 

 

Psalm 115:4-8 

4 Their gods are silver and gold, the work of 

human hands.  

5 They have mouths but they cannot speak. 

They have eyes but they cannot see.  

6 They have ears but they cannot hear. They 

have noses but they cannot smell.  

7 They have hands but they cannot feel. 

They have feet but they cannot walk. They 

cannot make a sound come out of their 

mouths.  

8 Those who make them and trust them will 

be like them. 
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 When my middle son turned five, I 

worked very hard to make a cake for his 

birthday. As a young child, he loved 

dinosaurs. So I made him a birthday cake that 

was decorated with dinosaurs. I made different 

colors of icing. I searched for the perfect 

design. I drew it onto the cake. After many 

hours, I carefully finished it. I was excited to 

show it to my little boy. I knew he would be 

thrilled. I imagined that he would smile and 

cheer when he saw it. And I imagined he 

would give me a big hug because the cake 

made him so happy. I was very proud of the 

cake because I made it with my own hands.  

 On the day of his birthday party, he did 

exactly what I hoped. He was happy and 

excited when he saw the cake. As he hugged 

me, I saw his seven-year-old brother out of 

the corner of my eye. His brother was 

carrying the cake to the kitchen table. He was 

trying to help me set up for the party. Sadly, 

he tripped and fell as he was carrying the 

cake. The cake crashed onto the floor. It was 

ruined. I was very upset. My hard work was 

spoiled.  

 I looked at my seven-year-old. He 

seemed angry, upset, and embarrassed. 

When I saw his face, I knew he was more 

important than any cake. The work of my 

hands was not as important as my relationship 

with my son. I hugged him and forgave him. I 

let him know he was more important to me 

than any cake. 

 In some ways, this is a picture of God’s 

love for us. God loves us more than anything 

we can make. He wants us to love Him more 

than anything, too. That is what it means to 

worship God. Worship is a relationship. You 

cannot have a relationship with a false god 

made by human hands. The One True God is 

a living God. He wants to have a relationship 

with you. That is the kind of worship He 

seeks. 
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Lesson 3: 
The Living God 
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A God Made by Men (Exodus 20:4) 

 The second of God’s Ten Great Laws 

instructs us not to make gods with our own 

hands. In many cultures, people worship 

objects made by human hands. These objects 

are often made from wood or stone. They can 

even be made from expensive metals like 

silver or gold. A man-made god like this is 

called an idol. The One True God does not 

allow His people to make idols. Even more, 

He does not allow His people to worship 

idols.  

 Idols that are made by human hands 

reflect human desires. They are weak and 

powerless. If  men or women have power to 

create an idol, then they have power to 

control that idol. For example, idols made by 

men can be destroyed by men. They can be 

crushed or broken. They can be knocked over 

or destroyed. They can be burned up in fire. 

They can be buried at the bottom of the sea. 

 People make idols that seem pleasing 

to them. But the One True God reflects the 

things that please God Himself. In the time 

of Moses, the gods of the nations reflected 

what was important to them. You could tell a 

lot about a group of people by learning about 

the false god they worshiped. The Lord God 

of Israel does what pleases Himself. He 

displays His own honor, glory, faithfulness, 

and love. These things cannot be made by 

men. But when God’s people worship Him, 

we can reflect these things in the world. God 

is holy. There is no one like Him. This is why 

God’s people must not make idols. 

 

A Living God (Exodus 20:5-6) 

 The Lord God of Israel is a living God. 

He is not deaf or dumb like the pagan idols. 

He can see and hear. He created the world 

through His own power. He is active in the 

world today. He is full of love and mercy. He 

is full of kindness and compassion. No idol 

made by human hands is able to do these 

things. Idols have no power. They have no 

feelings. They are not worthy of worship. 

 The One True God wants a relationship 

with His people. He does not value religion 

without relationship. Religion does not give 

life. God gives life because He is alive, and 

He is good. He is jealous for the hearts of the 

people. He wants them to have love in their 

hearts for Him. He wants them to obey His 

commands. He wants them to show their love 

for Him through worship. 

  

Israel Worships a Golden Calf  

(Exodus 32:1-5, 25-26, 35)  

 The human heart is made for worship. 

The human heart depends of something else to 

give it life. Humans are not God. They cannot 

give life to themselves. People get their life 

from the things they worship. Only the Lord 

God of Israel can give life to people. All other 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why does God have power over idols made by 
human hands? 
 

2. Why is God jealous for the hearts of His people? 
What does this mean? 
 

3. Why did God’s people want to worship an idol 
made by human hands? What was in their hearts? 
 

4. Have you created idols with your hand or your 
heart? Why does God alone deserve your love and 
worship? 

idols fail to give life. In fact, they can only 

bring death and destruction. This is why God 

commanded His people not to make or 

worship idols. 

 But the human heart is weak. Even 

God’s own people turned away from Him. At 

times, they failed to worship the One True 

God. At times, they fell into worshiping idols. 

Each time this happened, things went badly 

for God’s people. Even while God was giving 

Moses the Ten Great Laws, God’s people 

turned to idols. 

 The nation of Israel was surrounded by 

enemies on every side. These enemy nations 

also worshiped false gods. They all made 

idols to show their gods’ power and glory. 

They carried these idols into battle. But God’s 

people did not have idols to carry into battle. 

Instead, they had the power of the living God. 

But this was not enough for them. They 

wanted to be like the other nations.  

 Moses was their leader. While he was 

on the mountain with God, the people turned 

their hearts away from worshiping God. They 

asked Aaron to build them an idol they could 

see.  

 God’s people wanted a God they could 

show to their enemies. They did not want to 

rely on God’s power and love. Instead they 

wanted an idol they could touch and feel. So 

Aaron built a golden calf for God’s people to 

worship. And they paid a heavy price for their 

sin. God punished them in a strong way.  

 

Things to Remember 

 There is no one like the living God. He 

wants a relationship with His people. He does 

not want His people to make and worship 

idols. Instead, he wants to know them. He 

wants them to hear His voice. And he wants 

them to worship Him alone.  

 You cannot have a relationship with an 

idol. An idol has no power. It cannot show 

love. It is not worthy of your worship. It can 

only be a cruel, harsh, and strict master. 

Many people of many nations may worship 

these kinds of idols. But God is different. He 

is the true and living God. And He wants His 

people to be different, too. He wants them to 

know His love and power.  He wants them to 

give Him all their worship. Give your heart to 

Him alone. Give Him your whole heart and 

your whole life today. 



Exodus 20:4-6 

4 “Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on 

the earth below or in the waters under the 

earth. 

5 “Do not worship them or work for them. 

For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God. 

I punish the children, even the great-

grandchildren, for the sins of their fathers 

who hate Me.  

6 But I show loving-kindness to thousands of 

those who love Me and keep My Laws. 

 

Exodus 32:1-5, 25-26, 35 

1 When the people saw that Moses was 

staying a long time before coming down 

from the mountain, they gathered around 

Aaron, and said, “Come, make a god for us 

who will go in front of us. For we do not 

know what has become of Moses, the man 

who brought us out of the land of Egypt.”  

2 Aaron said to them, “Take the objects of 

gold from the ears of your wives, your sons 

and your daughters, and bring them to me.”  

3 So all the people took the gold objects 

from their ears and brought them to Aaron.  

4 He took the gold from their hands, worked 

on it with a sharp tool, and by melting it, 

made it into a calf. Then they said, “This is 

your god, O Israel, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt.”  

5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in 

front of it. Aaron said to all the people, 

“Tomorrow will be a special supper to the 

Lord.”  

6 So the next day they got up early and gave 

burnt gifts and peace gifts. The people sat 

down to eat and drink, and got up to play. 

 

25 Moses saw that Aaron had let the people 

go wild and become a shame to those who 

hated them.  

30 The next day Moses said to the people, 

“You have sinned. Now I am going up to 

the Lord. It might be that I can have your 

sin forgiven.”  

 

35 Then the Lord sent trouble upon the 

people, because of what they did with the 

calf Aaron had made. 

 

The Ten Great Laws 
(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 
2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to 
look like anything that is in heaven above 
or on the earth below or in the waters 
under the earth. 
3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 
Lord your God. 
4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 
holy. 
5.  Honor your father and your mother. 
6.  Do not kill other people.  
7.  Do not do sex sins. 
8.  Do not steal. 
9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 
10. Do not have a desire for anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
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 Names are important. When a couple is 

expecting a baby, they spend a lot of time 

deciding what to name their new baby. 

Sometimes a baby is named after someone 

close to the family. Sometimes a baby is 

named after a special place the couple visited. 

Sometimes the baby is named after a person 

from the Bible. Other times, the baby is named 

after a character trait the parents hope their 

baby will have. A name tells something about 

a person. A name is part of someone’s 

identity.  

 In Hebrew culture, names were 

especially important. The Hebrews believed 

that a name could influence a person’s life. 

This is why the Bible says, “A good name is 

to be chosen instead of many 

riches” (Proverbs 22:1a). Even today, Jewish 

people announce a child’s name in a special 

naming ceremony.  

 In the Bible, we see that names can be 

important for different reasons. According to 

the evangelist Wes Woodell, here are some of 

the reasons: 

• Biblical names could record something 

about a person’s birth. 

• Biblical names sometimes expressed the 

parents’ reaction to the birth of their child. 

• Biblical names were sometimes used to 

show family connections. 

• Biblical names could be used to 

communicate God’s message. 

• Biblical names were also used to show a 

connection with God. 

• Biblical names could show a new 

beginning or new direction in a person’s 

life. 

 Since names were so important, surely 

God’s name tells His people important things 

about Him. In today’s lesson, we will learn 

what God’s name teaches us about Him. 

 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

God’s Ten Great Laws: 
Still True Today 

 

Lesson 4: 
God’s Holy Name 

Bible Text 
Exodus 20:7; Exodus 3:1-15 

 
Memory Verse 

“Let the name of the Lord be honored, now and 
forever. The name of the Lord is to be praised 
from the time the sun rises to when it 
sets.” (Psalm 113:2-3)   
 

Word List 
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terrified: very afraid 
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Who Is God? (Exodus 20:7) 

 God’s name shows us his character. 

The third of God’s Great Ten Laws tells us 

that God is true. He is not false. He can be 

trusted. He is not dishonest.  He does what he 

says. He is not a liar. It is a sin to use God’s 

name in a false way because God is true, 

faithful, and honest.  

 God will always defend His name. He 

will not allow people to use His name in a 

false way. He will not allow His name to be 

used with lies. He will not allow His name to 

be used in unfaithful ways. God promises to 

punish the ones who use His name in ways 

that do not show the truth about who He is. 

He promises to punish those who use His 

name in wrong ways. 

 It is always wrong to use God’s name 

without proper respect. It is wrong when 

people use God’s name to curse others. It is 

wrong when people use God’s name for their 

own selfish reasons. It is wrong any time 

people use God’s name a way that dishonors 

Him. The third Great Law makes this clear. 

 

God Is Holy (Exodus 3:1-6) 

 God’s name is holy because God is 

holy. Moses knew that God was holy. Moses 

knew this because He met God more than 

once. The Jews understood the power of 

God’s holiness. They knew that men were 

too sinful to face a holy God.  

 The first time God visited Moses, God 

hid himself in a burning bush. From this 

burning bush, God called Moses’ name. When 

Moses followed the sound of God’s voice, 

God spoke to him. God said, “Do not come 

near. Take your shoes off your feet. For the 

place where you are standing is holy 

ground” (v. 5). Moses did what God said. He 

knew that the holiness of God’s presence 

could destroy sin. Moses knew he was sinful. 

Moses knew if he came near to God, God’s 

holiness could kill him.  

 God’s holiness frightened Moses. He 

was terrified. In fact, Moses could not even 

look at God. He hid his face from God in fear. 

Many people today do not understand God’s 

holiness. They do not fear God at all. 

Sometimes they think of God as just a friend. 

They fail to honor Him as the God of the 

universe. Other people hate God instead of 

fearing God. They do not honor Him in any 

way. God is their enemy. Still others ignore 

God. They do not hate Him. They do not fear 

Him. They do not think of Him at all.  

 Moses understood who God was. He 

saw God. He obeyed God. He honored God as 

holy. Moses set a strong example for people to 

follow. God is holy. We must remember this 

when we act and when we speak. We must 

remember this especially when we speak 

God’s name.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How do you know God’s character? How would 
you describe God’s character to someone who 
doesn’t know Him? 
 

2. What do you know about God’s holiness? How 
would you act in His presence? 
 

3. Why is it important to know that God’s name lasts 
forever and He never changes? 
 

4. How can you honor God’s name with your words? 
With your actions? 

God’s Name Is Special (Exodus 3:7-15) 

 When Moses lived, people knew that 

God’s name was special. In fact, God’s name 

was so special that they would not speak His 

name out loud. Moses had many questions 

when God spoke to him. Moses wondered 

why God would choose him to speak to for 

God’s people (v. 11). He wondered what he 

would say to Pharaoh (v. 11).  He wondered 

what he would say to God’s people. So Moses 

said to God, “See, I am going to the people of 

Israel, and I will say to them, ‘The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you.’ Now they 

might say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What 

should I say to them?” (v. 13). 

 God answered Moses clearly. God said, 

“ ‘I AM WHO I AM’ ” (v. 14). God told 

Moses to say this to the Israelites: “I AM has 

sent me to you” (v. 14). God reminded Moses 

about his character. He reminded Moses that 

He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

(v. 15). God said that His name lasts forever 

(v. 15). God has no beginning and no end. He 

never changes. God’s name will “be  

remembered by all people for all time”  

(v. 15). There is no one like the One True 

God. He is special, so His name is special. 

 

Things to Remember 

 God’s Ten Great Laws teach us what 

pleases Him. When we learn what pleases 

God, we understand a lot about His character. 

God is true. He is not false. He does not lie. 

He is faithful. He never changes. He deserves 

glory and honor. He deserves all our worship 

and praise. His name deserves honor and 

praise, too.  

 God’s name is not like any other name.  

The psalmist reminds us of this with his 

words: “O Lord, our Lord, how great is Your 

name in all the earth. You have set Your 

shining-greatness above the heavens. 

(Psalm 8:1). He also says this: “Give to the 

Lord the honor that belongs to Him. Worship 

the Lord in the beauty of holy living” (Psalm 

29:2). Finally, he instructs us to “give great 

honor to the Lord” and “praise His 

name” (Psalm 34:3). 

 What does God’s name mean to you? 

You can honor God by honoring His name 

with your words and your actions. This is 

what God commands. 



Exodus 20:7 

7 “Do not use the name of the Lord your God in 

a false way. For the Lord will punish the one 

who uses His name in a false way. 

 

Exodus 3:1-15 

1 Now Moses was taking care of the flock of 

his father-in-law Jethro, the religious leader of 

Midian. He led the flock to the west side of the 

desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God.  

2 There the Angel of the Lord showed Himself 

to Moses in a burning fire from inside a bush. 

Moses looked and saw that the bush was 

burning with fire, but it was not being burned 

up.  

3 So Moses said, “I must step aside and see this 

great thing, why the bush is not being burned 

up.” 

4 The Lord saw him step aside to look. And 

God called to him from inside the bush, saying, 

“Moses, Moses!” Moses answered, “Here I 

am.”  

5 God said, “Do not come near. Take your 

shoes off your feet. For the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.”  

6 He said also, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face. For he was 

afraid to look at God.  

7 The Lord said, “I have seen the suffering of 

My people in Egypt. I have heard their cry 

because of the men who make them work. I 

know how they suffer.  

8 So I have come down to save them from the 

power of the Egyptians. I will bring them out 

of that land to a good big land, to a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the place of 

the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the 

Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite.  

9 Now the cry of the people of Israel has come 

to Me. I have seen what power the Egyptians 

use to make it hard for them.  

10 Now come, and I will send you to Pharaoh 

so that you may bring My people, the sons of 

Israel, out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I to go to 

Pharaoh and bring the people of Israel out of 

Egypt?”  

12 God said, “But I will be with you. And this 

will be something special for you to see to 

know that I have sent you: When you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you will 

worship God at this mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “See, I am going 

to the people of Israel, and I will say to them, 

‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you.’ 

Now they might say to me, ‘What is His 

name?’ What should I say to them?”  

14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I 

AM.” And He said, “Say to the Israelites, ‘I 

AM has sent me to you.’”  

15 Again He said, “Say this to the people of 

Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My 

name forever. By this name I am to be 

remembered by all people for all time. 

Lesson 4 ● Page 24 
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 Life is busy and full. We work at our 

jobs. We work late some nights. We have 

problems at work. Sometimes we even bring 

our work home. We take care of our homes. 

We clean house. We work in the yard. We pay 

bills. We do laundry. We take care of our 

families. We buy groceries. We make meals. 

We run errands. We take care of our children. 

We teach them and help them with school 

work. We drive them to lessons and practices. 

We dress and bathe them. We help them with 

problems. 

 It is very hard to do so many things. It 

takes a lot of time. It takes a lot of energy. It 

can take a lot of money. So many things can 

make us feel tired and worn out. So many 

things can make us feel empty and 

discouraged. Life is not easy. It is hard to do 

everything that must be done. Each day brings 

new stress and new problems. But God 

understands the hard things we face. 

 Life was hard for God’s people in 

Moses’ time, too. For many years, God’s 

people were shepherds. They wandered the 

desert and struggled to live. During Moses’ 

life, God’s people were slaves in Egypt. They 

worked hard. Pharaoh treated them harshly. 

God knew His people would become weary. 

He knew they would need rest. He knew they 

would need relief from their trials.  

 Even today God knows we need shelter 

from the daily storms of life. In today’s 

lesson, we will learn about the Day of Rest. 

We will see that God provides rest for His 

people—in Moses’ time and in our time, too. 

 

The Day of Rest (Exodus 20:8-11) 

 In God’s Ten Great Laws, He 

commands His people to rest. This is the 

fourth Law. Even as God gave this command, 

His people were wandering in the desert. Life 

was hard for them after they left Egypt. They 

were on a long journey. They were tired and 

discouraged. They were worried and afraid.  
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 Even though God was leading His 

people, things were not easy. They did not 

have much food. They did not have a place to 

call home. They were surrounded by nations 

who hated them. The enemies of God’s 

people were all around them. Still, God 

commanded His people to rest.  

 During their time in the desert, God 

provided the people with food every 

morning. This food would only last for one 

day. Every day the people worked to gather 

the food God gave them. Before the Day of 

Rest, they gathered extra food in special jars. 

This way they would obey God’s command. 

They would not work to gather food on 

God’s special Day of Rest. 

 There is a pattern to life. We work, 

and we rest. We work during the day. We 

rest at night. We work six days. We rest on 

the Day of Rest. God followed this pattern, 

too. When He created the world, He worked 

six days. He rested on the seventh day. God 

does not get tired like people do. But God 

rested to set an example for people. He gave 

them a Day of Rest. He wanted them to have 

time to worship God. The Day of Rest brings 

honor and glory to God. We honor God when 

we obey His command to keep the Day of 

Rest. 

 

 

 

Jesus Teaches About the Day of Rest  

(Mark 2:23-28) 

 After hundreds of years, the Jewish 

people became confused about the Day of 

Rest. The proud religious law-keepers made 

many rules about the Day of Rest. They made 

39 rules about working on the Day of Rest. 

These rules were very detailed. These rules 

were not easy to follow. These rules made 

things hard for God’s people.  

 The proud religious law-keepers forgot 

that God wanted the Day of Rest to refresh 

His people. They turned the Day of Rest into a 

long list of rules. These rules did not refresh 

God’s people. These rules were a burden for 

God’s people. For example, the religious rules 

said it was wrong to carry things on the Day 

of Rest. Was it wrong to carry a child? The 

rules said a person could carry a child unless 

the child was holding a rock. The rules did not 

allow a person to carry a stone on the Day of 

Rest. A person could pull a stick on the Day of 

Rest. But a person could not push the same 

stick on the Day of Rest. These strict religious 

rules even limited how many steps a person 

could take on the Day of Rest. 

 The proud religious law-keepers were 

wise in their own eyes. They thought their 

rules were important. Their rules became the 

most important thing about the Day of Rest. 

They forgot that the Day of Rest was meant to 

honor God and refresh His people with 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why did God set an example of living in a pattern 
of work and rest? 
 

2. In Mark 2:23-28, what did Jesus want people to 
understand about the Day of Rest? 
 

3. Why was Jesus so angry with the proud religious 
law-keepers who saw him heal a man on the Day of 
Rest? 
 

4. How can you honor God on the Day of Rest? 
 

5. Do you think rest is holy? Why or why not? 

worship. Jesus had to remind God’s people 

about this. 

 

Jesus Heals on the Day of Rest  
(Mark 3:1-5) 

 Jesus did even more to challenge the 

proud religious law-keepers about the Day of 

Rest. Once on the Day of Rest, Jesus saw a 

crippled man in the Jewish place of worship. 

He healed this man on the Day of Rest. This 

made the proud religious law-keepers very 

angry. They were angry because Jesus did not 

follow their religious rules about the Day of 

Rest. They had made a rule that no one could 

heal someone on the Day of Rest. They did 

not understand that Jesus was God. They did 

not understand that God has power over 

religious rules. They did not remember that 

the Day of Rest was for the honor of God and 

the good of His people. 

 Jesus corrected them. He spoke to them 

saying, “Does the Law say to do good on the 

Day of Rest or to do bad, to save life or to 

kill?” (v. 4). The proud religious law-keepers 

said nothing. Jesus was angry with them. 

They cared more about their religious rules 

than they did about this crippled man. They 

remembered their rules about the Day of 

Rest. But they did not remember the God who 

commanded the Day of Rest.  

 

Things to Remember 

 Is the Day of Rest still important? Yes, 

the Day of Rest is important today because 

God commanded it. It is impossible to honor 

God without taking time to worship Him and 

refresh our hearts. God is the one who set an 

example of living in a pattern of work and 

rest. God is the one who made us. He is the 

one who designed us. So God is the one who 

knows the best way for us to live. This is why 

God gave the Day of Rest to His people. He 

commanded us to rest because it is the best 

way for us to live. 

 The Day of Rest involves worship and 

refreshing. It invites us to honor God and 

seek shelter in Him. It gives us time in order 

to keep God in the middle of our lives. It 

helps us renew our focus on Him. It helps us 

show others that He is worthy of worship and 

praise. The Day of Rest is not just God’s 

command. It is God’s good gift to His people. 



Exodus 20:8-11 

8 “Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy.  

9 Six days you will do all your work.  

10 But the seventh day is a Day of Rest to 

the Lord your God. You, your son, your 

daughter, your male servant, your female 

servant, your cattle, or the traveler who stays 

with you, must not do any work on this day.  

11 For in six days the Lord made the 

heavens, the earth, the sea and all that is in 

them. And He rested on the seventh day. So 

the Lord gave honor to the Day of Rest and 

made it holy. 

 

Mark 2:23-28 

23 At that time Jesus walked through the 

grain-fields on the Day of Rest. As they 

went, His followers began to take some of 

the grain.  

24 The proud religious law-keepers said to 

Jesus, “See! Why are they doing what the 

Law says should not be done on the Day of 

Rest?”  

25 He said to them, “Have you not read what 

David did when he and his men were 

hungry?  

26 He went into the house of God when 

Abiathar was head religious leader of the 

Jews. He ate the special bread used in the 

religious worship. The Law says only the 

Jewish religious leaders may eat that. David 

27 Jesus said to them, “The Day of Rest was 

made for the good of man. Man was not 

made for the Day of Rest.  

28 The Son of Man is Lord of the Day of 

Rest also.” 

 

Mark 3:1-5 

1 Jesus went into the Jewish place of 

worship again. A man was there with a 

dried-up hand.  

2 The proud religious law-keepers watched 

Jesus to see if He would heal the man on the 

Day of Rest. They wanted to have 

something to say against Jesus.  

3 Jesus said to the man with the dried-up 

hand, “Stand up.”  

4 Then Jesus said to the proud religious law

-keepers, “Does the Law say to do good on 

the Day of Rest or to do bad, to save life or 

to kill?” But they said nothing.  

5 Jesus looked around at them with anger. 

He was sad because of their hard hearts. 

Then He said to the man, “Put out your 

hand.” He put it out and his hand was 

healed. It was as good as the other. 

gave some to those who were with him 

also.”  
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Parents are a gift from God. They love 

us from our first moments. And they are the 

first people we learn to love. A baby hears and 

knows its mother’s voice before it is even 

born. Parents give us life. They care for us 

when we are helpless. They teach us and train 

us. They prepare us to be independent and to 

care for ourselves. Parents deserve our respect. 

But parents also fail us. Often, they are 

the people who hurt us first or most often. 

Some parents fail terribly. No parent is 

perfect. No parent gives perfect love or 

perfect care. 

But God did not give us limits on when 

to honor our parents. He did not say, “Honor 

your parents if they are good.” His command 

is simple: honor your parents.  

Why would God make such a 

command? Do all parents deserve our 

respect? No. But God created the family with 

a purpose. The family is a human picture of 

our relationship with God. He is the parent. 

We are the children. If we are to learn to 

respect Him and His authority, we must first 

learn to respect our human authorities. That 

learning begins in the family. 

 

God Created the Family 

God gave the first man and the first 

woman to each other for friendship and to 

help each other. God gave them the ability to 

come together to make new life. God is 

always the author of life. But He allows us to 

have a part in His plan.  

Children are a gift from God. Most 

parents would give their lives to protect their 

children. Mothers and fathers love their 

children with strong, sacrificial love.  

That kind of love comes from God. 

Sacrificial love reflects God’s love for us. Oh, 
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how He loves us! He sacrificed for us by 

allowing Jesus to die on the cross for our 

sins. His death paid for our sins so that we 

can be forgiven. His death was followed by 

His being raised from the dead. He offers us 

forgiveness and life that will last forever in 

heaven.  

God’s sacrificial love teaches us what 

it means to give ourselves for those we love. 

Families are the best way for children to 

learn about unselfish love. 

 

God Is the Perfect Parent 

God cares for us in all the ways a 

parent should care for a child. He protects us. 

He teaches us. He disciplines us. He provides 

for us. He loves us.  

God gave the Ten Great Laws to 

people who had been slaves for 400 years in 

Egypt. They had been surrounded by 

Egyptian ways. The Egyptians worshipped 

many false gods. And those gods were not 

loving or kind. They were nothing like the 

One True God. So God took His people into 

the desert to teach them about Himself.  

First, God gave four laws about how to 

treat Him. Then He gave six laws about how 

to treat each other. The fifth law is a bridge 

between the first four and the last five. How 

do we honor God? We honor God by 

respecting His authority and His ways. How 

do we learn to do this? We learn it in the 

family. We learn to honor God by first 

learning to honor our parents. 

 

God Created the Family for a Purpose 

God created the family to teach us how 

to live together. People learn how to love and 

serve one another in families. Small children 

require much care and training. They cannot 

give much to the larger community. They are 

too small to work. There are many things they 

do not know or understand yet. But they can 

learn to help inside their homes. They can 

learn to pick up their toys. They can learn to 

obey Mom and Dad. They can learn to treat 

others with kindness. And as they learn and 

grow inside a loving home, they become the 

kind of people who can make a difference in 

the world.  

Today, more and more children are 

growing up in homes without both parents. 

Many families have been broken by divorce. 

Many children today grow up with step-

parents and siblings. Families have become 

complicated. These families struggle to give 

children the training and care that they need. 

Often, children from broken homes go out into 

the world carrying hurts. They struggle to 

learn to love and trust others. Too many times, 

they repeat the mistakes of their parents. As 

they grow up and get married, their own 

families suffer.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What people do you trust to influence you or tell 
you what to do? 
 

2. Why do we need these people in our lives? 
 

3. Why do you think God designed the family to have 
both a father and a mother? 
 

4. How have you experienced God’s parental love 
and care? 
 

5. What did your parents teach you about love and 
respect? 

The family came first, before there 

were villages, towns, or cities. People started 

families before they started governments, 

states, or nations. God created the family to be 

the foundation for all of human society. When 

families are strong, cities and nations are 

strong. When families fall apart, the 

community is weakened. God wants us to live 

together well. His plan for healthy human 

relationships begins in the family. 

 

God Gave the Perfect Promise 

 We see God’s plan in Ephesians 6:2-3: 

“Respect your father and mother. This is the 

first Law given that had a promise. The 

promise is this: If you respect your father and 

mother, you will live a long time and your life 

will be full of many good things.” God wishes 

to give us the good life. And that good life 

starts in the family. 

 All people make mistakes in life. 

Hopefully, we learn from our mistakes. Good 

parents teach their children so that they will 

not make the same mistakes. Children who 

listen to their parents can learn from their 

parents’ wisdom. Many mistakes can be 

avoided if we obey the teaching and training 

of wise parents.  

 A good way to get a long and happy 

life is to avoid the mistakes of others. 

Sometimes, those mistakes came from our 

parents. Our parents may be the hardest 

people to honor because we know them so 

well. We see the faults of the people we live 

with the most. We know our parents are not 

perfect people. But if we can honor them 

anyway, we can learn to honor others as well. 

Our ability to treat other people with respect 

will do much to improve our lives.  

 

Things to Remember 

 We learn to honor our parents so that 

we can learn to honor God. He is our first 

parent. He created us and loves us like no 

other. He gave us the family to teach us about 

love. And He gave us parents to teach us 

about authority. 

 None of us grow up in perfect homes. 

All our parents make mistakes. No human 

parent is sinless. Yet we can honor our 

parents for the gift of life they gave us. We 

honor them because God told us to honor 

them. And we honor them as the first step in 

learning to honor God.  



Exodus 20:12 

12 Honor your father and your mother, so 

your life may be long in the land the Lord 

your God gives you. 

 

The Ten Great Laws 

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on the 

earth below or in the waters under the earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

Lord your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Isaiah 49:14-16  

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has left me 

alone. The Lord has forgotten me.”  

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child? 

Can she have no pity on the son to whom she 

gave birth? Even these may forget, but I will 

not forget you.  

16 See, I have marked your names on My 

hands. Your walls are always before Me. 

 

Isaiah 66:12-13 

12 For the Lord says, “See, I will give peace to 

her like a river, and the greatness of the nations 

like a river flowing over. And you will be 

nursed. You will be carried at the side and 

given loving-kindness on the knees.  

13 I will comfort you as one is comforted by 

his mother. And you will be comforted in 

Jerusalem.” 
 

Matthew 7:9-11 

9 What man among you would give his son a 

stone if he should ask for bread?  

10 Or if he asks for a fish, would he give him a 

snake?  

11 You are bad and you know how to give 

good things to your children. How much more 

will your Father in heaven give good things to 

those who ask Him? 
 

Galatians 4:7 

7 So now you are no longer a servant who is 

owned by someone. You are a son. If you are a 

son, then you will receive what God has 

promised through Christ. 
 

Hebrews 12:7-8 

7 Do not give up when you are punished by 

God. Be willing to take it, knowing that God is 

teaching you as a son. Is there a father who 

does not punish his son sometimes?  

8 If you are not punished as all sons are, it 

means that you are not a true son of God. You 

are not a part of His family and He is not your 

Father. 
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God’s people lived in Egypt for 400 

years before God rescued them. They were 

slaves to the Egyptians, and they were 

mistreated. The Egyptian ruler forced them to 

work hard making bricks and building for him. 

Then he decided that the people of Israel were 

growing too large in number. So he gave an 

order to kill all the baby boys as they were 

born. The Israelite slaves were disposable to 

the Egyptians. They lived as the property of 

other people. They lived in a world that did 

not value their lives. 

 Then God took His people out of 

slavery. Their many years of slavery had 

affected them in powerful ways. They had 

been surrounded by Egyptian culture and 

practices. Now God needed to change their 

way of life and their ways of thinking.  

 First, He needed to teach them to trust 

and respect Him as God. The Egyptians had 

worshipped many false gods. The people of 

Israel had lived with this for many 

generations. Now they needed to learn to 

worship the One True God alone.  

 God needed to teach His people what 

He was like and what He wanted from them. 

So He gave them commands to follow. The 

One True God was holy and good. He was 

very different from the gods of the Egyptians. 

And He wanted His people to be like Him and 

follow His ways. The Egyptians may have 

treated God’s people like trash that could be 

thrown away, but God would not. God valued 

life, and He wanted His people to value life as 

well. So He gave the command: “Do not kill.” 

 

Only God Can Create Life 

 Anyone who studies biology learns that 

life is not simple! Even the most basic forms 

of life are still very complex. Our world is 

perfectly designed to allow life in many forms 
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to grow and multiply. Yet many people think 

this happened by accident. Many scientists 

say that life began when all the right things 

happened to come together in just the right 

way. Some scientists think they can do 

experiments to show exactly how the 

beginning of life happened. So they have 

tried to make life. And they have failed.  

 Some scientists have put together 

chemicals and heat to make cells come to 

life. But those cells live only a short time. 

They cannot live for long, and they cannot 

grow into more cells. But the scientists 

always start these experiments with things 

from God’s creation. Scientists have never 

created anything by starting with nothing at 

all. Only God did that. And only God can do 

that. 

 And that is exactly what God did. God 

spoke, and life began from nothing. God 

created a world that is perfectly designed for 

life. He made a world where all the animals 

and plants can live together to keep life 

growing. He made beautiful systems to give 

us the air we breathe, the water we drink, and 

the food that keeps us alive. And God made 

all the parts of our bodies to work together in 

a beautiful and complex system. This is true 

for every plant and animal in God’s creation. 

All are complex. And all are beautiful. Only 

God could make such a world. And He says 

that life is very valuable. 

God Values Human Life Above All Others 

 Each day of creation, God ended His 

work by stating that what He had made was 

good. Then God made human beings. And He 

said they were very good (Genesis 1:31). God 

made men and women to be His highest 

creation. The Bible says we are His 

masterpiece (Ephesians 2:10, New Living 

Translation).  

 Many people today think we are just 

another animal, like all the others in the world. 

They say that we grew from other animals 

before us. But in our hearts, we all know our 

value is different from other animals. We may 

love our pets, but we do not love them in the 

same way we love our children. Many people 

eat meat that comes from cows, chickens, fish, 

and other animals. But we are horrified at 

stories of people who eat other people. Why? 

We know that we are different from other 

animals. We have a value that is above other 

animals because God designed us that way. 

 Men and women are made to be like 

God. He made us to be His much-loved 

children. We are to be like Him in our ways 

and our thoughts. He gave us the ability to 

think and to solve problems. We can invent 

and create new things. We can love, we can 

remember, and we can think to the future. 

Most importantly, we can know God. He 

made us to love Him and serve Him. He 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How does our world show God’s perfect design 
for life? 
 

2. Do you think people should be valued more highly 
than animals? Why? 
 

3. What problems in our world today relate to how 
we value life? 
 

4. What specific actions can you take to show 
respect for life as God commands? 

knows each of us from the moment our life 

begins. We are God’s most valued creation.  

 

We Must Value Life, Too 

 God commands us to respect life 

because He values it. If God says it is 

valuable, then we should value it, too. God is 

a great artist, and we are His work of art. 

 Those who say that life began by 

accident do not see the value of human life. If 

people are simply another type of animal, then 

they can be treated like any other animal. This 

type of thinking makes it possible for people 

to do terrible things to one another. We can 

look at history to see many ways that people 

have harmed one another.  

 But we can look at today’s news to see 

how people do not value life either. Many of 

our problems today relate to our lack of 

respect for life. 

 How do we show respect for life? We 

begin with God’s command — we do not kill 

one another. This means we honor human life 

in all its forms and in all ages, from the tiniest 

baby to the oldest person. Only God should 

decide when it is time for a person to die. 

 But Jesus taught that respect for life 

stretches much farther than simply not killing 

one another. We show how we value life in 

how we think of others and how we treat 

them. Our thoughts direct our actions. If we 

do not think people have value, we will not 

treat them with respect. God sees our hearts. 

He knows what we think. He knows when we 

do not respect life. 

 

Things to Remember 

 God’s people needed to move from 

thinking as slaves — that people are 

disposable. They needed to see themselves 

and others as God saw them — as loved and 

important to God. 

 This is true for us as well. We must see 

one another as God’s special creations. Every 

life has value. We must respect life. 

 God created life, and He gives life its 

value. He has commanded us to respect life 

because life comes from Him and He values 

it. God’s command shows us His heart. He 

loves His creation. He made us in His 

likeness. He desires us to be like Him. We 

can only be like Him, though, if we value 

what He values. He values life. And so must 

we. 



Exodus 20:13 

13 Do not kill other people. 

 

The Ten Great Laws   

(Genesis 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on 

the earth below or in the waters under the 

earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

LORD your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Genesis 9:6 

6 Whoever takes the life of a man will have 

his life taken. For God made man to be like 

Him. 

 

Psalm 139:13-16 

13 For You made the parts inside me. You put 

me together inside my mother.  

14 I will give thanks to You, for the greatness 

of the way I was made brings fear. Your 

works are great and my soul knows it very 

well.  

15 My bones were not hidden from You when 

I was made in secret and put together with 

care in the deep part of the earth.  

16 Your eyes saw me before I was put 

together. And all the days of my life were 

written in Your book before any of them 

came to be. 

 

Matthew 5:21-22 

21 “You have heard that men were told long 

ago, ‘You must not kill another person. If 

someone does kill, he will be guilty and will 

be punished for his wrong-doing.’  

22 But I tell you that whoever is angry with 

his brother will be guilty and have to suffer 

for his wrong-doing. Whoever says to his 

brother, ‘You have no brains,’ will have to 

stand in front of the court. Whoever says, 

‘You fool,’ will be sent to the fire of hell. 
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 Most of us never see what holds a 

building together. The foundation is the most 

important part of a building. Many people do 

not think about the foundation when they think 

about building a home. But the weight of a 

house rests on its foundation. Walls fall down 

if the base is not level. The wood of the house 

decays without a good foundation. A house 

will fall apart without the right base.  

 God made the family to be the 

foundation for all of society. He created the 

first family. He set the pattern for every 

family that came after it. Strong families keep 

our world from falling apart. They protect all 

of society from decay. We must build strong 

families so that we can have a strong world. 

God wants us to be faithful like He is faithful.  

 

God’s Foundation 

 God built the foundation of the first 

family. He saw that it was not good for the 

first man to be alone. Adam needed a helper 

that was right for him. But God did not make 

another man or an animal for Adam. God 

made a woman to help the man. She was like 

Adam but different in important ways. It takes 

a man and woman working together to make a 

strong family. The closeness of their bodies 

makes a strong bond. Sex is a way to express 

the love between a husband and wife. There is 

no shame in married sex.  

 Husband-and-wife love is different 

from all other kinds of love. Sex is not meant 

for any other relationship. It is wrong to share 

sex with anyone unless you are married. We 

protect our families when we are loyal to our 

marriage partners. Having sex with someone 

else is a sin against our own bodies, against 

God, and against all of society. 
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God’s Law for Families 

 We sin whenever we mix something 

wrong with God’s right. We adulterate 

things when we mix wrong with right. We 

make it weaker and dirty. No one wants milk 

mixed with plaster. No one would take 

medicine that is not pure. A foundation 

mixed with the wrong things will not make a 

building strong.  

 The same is true for our families. We 

get weaker families that will not hold 

together when we mix our wrong ideas with 

God’s good. Mixing other kinds of sex into 

society is called adultery. And adultery 

makes families and society fall apart. 

 God led his people out of slavery in 

Egypt. It was clear that they did not 

understand God’s ways. So, He gave them 

the Ten Great Laws to follow. In Hebrew, the 

Seventh Law reads “no adultery.” This 

means “no sex sins.” Respect for the family 

that God made keeps a man loyal to the 

woman he married. A woman shows respect 

for the family when she is loyal to her 

husband. The family is weakened and the 

family is hurt if anyone comes between a 

husband and wife.  

 But even after this clear message from 

God, people got it wrong. And sin always 

leads to death. God promised Abraham and 

Sarah a son even when they were too old to 

have children. They were excited about 

God’s promise. But Sarah got tired of waiting. 

She decided to add another woman to the 

family. She gave her maid to Abraham so that  

he could make a baby. Sarah thought that this 

would make her happy, but it did not. She had 

bad feelings against her maid. She did not 

really want to share Abraham with another 

woman. Sarah did finally have a son of her 

own, just as God promised. But her son and 

the son of her maid became enemies. Their 

children are still enemies today. We cannot 

mix our unfaithful ideas with God’s truth and 

be happy. 

 By the time of David, many men had 

more than one wife. God’s plan is for one man 

and one woman. Choosing any other way does 

not bring happiness. David’s many wives did 

not stop him from wanting the wife of another 

man. David killed the woman’s husband. 

David’s sons followed his bad example. One 

of his sons forced himself on his half sister. 

He was killed by his half brother. Death 

continued in David’s family, and it fell apart.  

 David’s son, Solomon, also had many 

wives. But Solomon did not respect God’s 

law. He chose wives that followed false gods. 

Soon the nation began to follow false gods, 

too. Two of Solomon’s sons wanted to be 

king, so they split the nation in two. The 

worship of false gods led God to punish the 

nation. Finally, the nation fell apart. The 

foundation of the family is so important! 
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Things to Think About 

 

1. If you are not yet married, what can you do now to 
protect your future family? 
 

2. If you are married, how can you protect your 
family now? 
 

3. When have your eyes tempted you to think about 
wrong things? 
 

4. What strong action do you need to take to protect 
your mind from sinful thoughts? 
 

5. What strong action do you need to take to protect 
your family? 

Pure Thoughts Protect the Family 

 Jesus explained the seventh Great Law. 

The people knew that it was wrong to do sex 

sins with their bodies. But Jesus showed that 

sex sins begin in the mind. It is sin even to 

think of having sex with someone who is not 

your husband or wife. A sinful thought leads 

to sinful acts. Sinful acts then lead to death.  

 So, what should we do to protect and 

respect the family? Jesus said that we should 

take strong action and remove our eyes! He 

did not mean we should really take out our 

eyes. But He warned us to remove whatever 

tempts us. Some books and pictures start 

wrong thoughts in our minds. These wrong 

thoughts lead to wrong desires. Some people 

tempt us to sin. Looking at the bodies of 

strangers shows no respect for them. Our jails 

and prisons are full of people who started a 

life of crime by looking at these kinds of 

things. But our nation will not take strong 

action to take these things away. Each person 

must do that for himself. Remove anything 

that tempts you. It might be painful to avoid 

those pictures. Avoiding those people might 

be hard. But it is better to remove these things 

or people than to destroy your life. Jesus said 

that what we see has a powerful effect on 

what we do.  

 

Things to Remember 

 The family is the most important part 

of all society. We protect our world when we 

respect God’s laws and build strong families.  

Respect for the person we married should 

keep us from sex sins.  

 But the temptation to sin is in all of us. 

Sin is a choice. We sin with our eyes when 

we look at things that do not respect others. 

We sin with our minds when we think about 

doing anything against God’s perfect ways. 

We sin with our bodies when we act in ways 

that do not respect God. No one would 

choose death. But death comes when we sin. 

God is always faithful to love and forgive us. 

His love and forgiveness give us hope. Let us 

be faithful, too. 

 



Exodus 20:14 

14 Do not do sex sins. 

 

The Ten Great Laws 

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on the 

earth below or in the waters under the earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

Lord your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Genesis 2:18  

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good 

for man to be alone. I will make a helper that 

is right for him.” 

 

Genesis 2:24-25  

24 For this reason a man will leave his father 

and his mother, and will be joined to his 

wife. And they will become one flesh.  

25 The man and his wife were both without 

clothes and were not ashamed. 

Matthew 5:27-30 

27 “You have heard that it was said long 

ago, ‘You must not do sex sins.’  

28 But I tell you, anyone who even looks at 

a woman with a sinful desire of wanting her 

has already sinned in his heart.  

29 If your right eye is the reason you sin, 

take it out and throw it away. It is better to 

lose one part of your body than for your 

whole body to be thrown into hell.  

30 If your right hand is the reason you sin, 

cut it off and throw it away. It is better to 

lose one part of your body than for your 

whole body to go to hell.  

 

James 1:14-15   

14 “A man is tempted to do wrong when he 

lets himself be led by what his bad thoughts 

tell him to do.  

15 When he does what his bad thoughts tell 

him to do, he sins. When sin completes its 

work, it brings death.”  
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 There was a man in my hometown who 

gave his heart to Jesus. He wanted to follow 

God’s commands. His pastor told him that 

God wanted him to tithe. He began to freely 

give one-tenth of his earnings back to the 

Lord. God blessed him. One-tenth became 

more and more money. Then one day he 

decided his tithe was getting too large. He 

thought he should stop giving one-tenth. He 

would still give, but not one-tenth. The pastor 

smiled and said, “I will pray that God matches 

your income to what you want to give.” Then 

the man saw that God had blessed him so that 

he could be a blessing to others. He could not 

rob God. God blessed him with more and 

more money. And he always gave one-tenth 

back to God. 

 What we think about what we own is 

important to God. He wants us to see that 

what we have comes from Him. He wants us 

to be as generous as He is. And He wants us 

to respect what other people own. When we 

set our minds on the things of this world, we 

get selfish. We don’t care about other people. 

We steal from others and from ourselves 

when we sin against God.  

 

The Problem of Stealing  

 A person can steal in many different 

ways. And stealing hurts all of society. 

Robbers break into homes and steal. People 

steal cars and rob banks. Some people cheat 

by changing the numbers in bank or record 

books. Shoplifters take things from stores 

without paying for them. Then the buyer is 

cheated because he has to pay more for the 

things he buys. People even steal the names of 

other people. They do this so that they can 

buy things and let someone else pay for it. 

 We cheat when we do not pay what we 

owe. Sometimes people borrow money and do 

not pay it back. Everyone is hurt when we 

don’t pay our taxes right. People hurt others 

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

God’s Ten Great Laws:  
Still True Today 

 

Lesson 9: 
Respect for Property 

Bible Text 
Exodus 20:15 

 
Memory Verse 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24:1) 
 

Word List 
generous: freely giving or sharing what one owns 
shoplifter: someone who steals things from a 
shop or store 
tithe: one-tenth of what one owns given to God, 
the act of giving one-tenth to God 



 

Lesson 9 ● Page 42 

when they give loans and charge too much 

for the money. Some people raise the price of 

gas and food when bad weather strikes. 

Sometimes workers charge too much to make 

repairs. All of these forms of stealing are 

against God’s law.  

 Workers steal from their bosses when 

they do not work hard. They steal if they take 

longer breaks than they should. They steal 

when they take things from work that they 

have not paid for. Bosses steal from workers 

when they do not pay fair wages on time. In 

the days of the Bible, workers had to be paid 

at the end of every day. But sometimes 

bosses would keep the money until the next 

morning. This made it hard for workers to 

feed their families.  

  History is filled with people stealing 

other people to sell as slaves. It is hard to 

believe, but this kind of stealing still happens 

today. God wants us to treat other people like 

we want to be treated. No one wants to be 

taken from his home against his will. No one 

wants to be a slave. Everything belongs to 

God. Even the people of this world. We 

cannot own another person.  

 

The Cure for Stealing 

 The cure for stealing is giving. Giving 

helps all of society. God commanded that the 

Jews give Him one-tenth of everything they 

grew (Leviticus 27:30). This tithe was given 

to the religious workers called Levites 

(Numbers 18:24). Levites did not have land of 

their own. They worked for God. They 

depended on the tithe to feed their families. 

God said that everyone should tithe. Even the 

Levites were to give one-tenth of the tithe to 

the priests (Numbers 18:28). The tithe was 

used to help the poor, strangers, widows and 

orphans. Children in homes without fathers 

needed someone to help feed them. Mothers 

whose husbands had died needed help. God 

blessed the Jews so that they could be a 

blessing to others. 

 As time passed, God blessed the Jews, 

and they became very rich. They began to 

think more and more about what they owned. 

This made them selfish. They decided the tithe 

was no longer important. They said, 

“Everyone who sins is good in the eyes of the 

Lord” (Malachi 2:17). Then they questioned 

where God was. They thought they could live 

like they wanted and God would not see or 

care. They pretended not to understand when 

God said they were robbing Him. They said, 

“How have we robbed You?” (Malachi 3:8).  

 God’s command to tithe applied to the 

poor Jews living in the wilderness. And it still 

applied to the rich Jews living in the land that 

God had promised them. Today, there are 

people who say that what God commanded in 

the Old Testament does not apply to 

Christians. But God does not change! God’s 
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Things to Think About 

 

1. Have you ever been robbed? How did that make 
you feel?  
 

2. Calculate your tithe. What is one tenth of your 
income? Are you willing to test God and see if He 
won’t pour out blessings in your life? Pray about this. 
 

3. When have you been blessed by the generosity of 
God’s people? 
 

4. How does it make God feel when His people rob 
Him of tithes and offerings? Are you as generous as 
He is? 

commands for Jews are for Christians, too. 

God promised to bless the tithes of the Jews. 

He promises to bless our tithes today, too. 

God has not stopped blessing us. He continues 

to pour out blessings on His faithful children. 

 

The Opposite of Stealing 

 The problem of stealing never goes 

away. Today, just like long ago, the cure for 

stealing is giving. We are blessed when we 

give to God’s work. But God does not want us 

to give just so that we can be blessed. He does 

not want us to wish we could keep the tithe. 

God wants us to love Him so much that we 

give joyfully. Many people decide in their 

hearts to give more than one-tenth to God.   

 Someone who gives in this way is like 

a farmer. The more seed a farmer puts in the 

ground, the more he gathers. God wants His 

children to be generous because He is 

generous. God will provide all that we need. 

This is not a promise of money. It is a 

promise of God’s blessings in our hearts and 

lives. When we give, we will always have 

enough to give again and again. Our giving 

makes us thankful to God. Others will thank 

God for what we give. The world is a better 

place to live in because of the way God 

blesses the giving of His people. 

 

Things to Remember 

 God owns everything and everyone. He 

blesses us so that we can be a blessing to 

others. We need to remember that everything 

we own belongs to God. He wants us to live 

unselfishly and to give generously. We live 

for God better when we respect what belongs 

to other people. We serve Him better when 

we joyfully give to spread the Good News of 

God’s love and mercy. 

 It was Jesus’ followers who started the 

first hospitals. Jesus’ followers gave freely to 

provide homes for children without parents. 

Jesus’ followers today give food to the poor. 

We send workers to far off places to tell 

about Jesus. They do good works in Jesus’ 

name. Others see those good works and give 

the glory to God. When we are like God, we 

give freely to bless others.  

 



Exodus 20:15 

15 Do not steal. 

 

The Ten Great Laws  

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on 

the earth below or in the waters under the 

earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

Lord your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

 

Leviticus 19:11, 13 

11 ‘Do not steal. Be honest in what you do. 

Do not lie to one another.   

... 

13 ‘Do not make it hard for your neighbor or 

rob him. You should not keep the pay of a 

man who works for you until the next 

morning.  
 

Malachi 3:8-10 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing 

Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed 

You?’ You have not given Me the tenth part 

of what you receive and your gifts.  

9 You are cursed, for you are robbing Me, 

the whole nation of you!  

10 Bring the tenth part into the store-house, 

so that there may be food in My house. Test 

Me in this,” says the Lord of All. “See if I 

will not then open the windows of heaven 

and pour out good things for you until there 

is no more need.  
 

2 Corinthians 9:7-11 

7 Each man should give as he has decided in 

his heart. He should not give, wishing he 

could keep it. Or he should not give if he 

feels he has to give. God loves a man who 

gives because he wants to give.  

8 God can give you all you need. He will 

give you more than enough. You will have 

everything you need for yourselves. And 

you will have enough left over to give when 

there is a need.  

9 The Holy Writings say, “He has given 

much to the poor. His right-standing with 

God lasts forever.”  

10 It is God Who gives seed to the man to 

plant. He also gives the bread to eat. Then 

we know He will give you more seed to 

plant and make it grow so you will have 

more to give away.  

11 God will give you enough so you can 

always give to others. Then many will give 

thanks to God for sending gifts through us. 
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What is one thing that man can do that 

God cannot do? God cannot tell a lie 

(Numbers 23:19). But people can lie and often 

do. The person who chooses to always tell the 

truth is rare in our world. God wants His 

children to be truthful. 

God is a God of truth. He never lies. In 

fact, God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18). We can 

trust His Word. What He promises, He does. 

Every word of the Bible is true. Our Father 

values truth. And He wants us to be truthful 

just as He is truthful. 

 

The Problem of Lying 

If you are a witness in court, someone 

will ask you to swear to tell the truth. The 

problem in our world is that too many people 

do not tell the truth. Sometimes they tell only 

part of the truth. And sometimes they tell 

things that are far from the truth. God expects 

His children to tell the truth — all of the truth 

— all of the time. We all need God’s help to 

live in the truth. 

The ninth Great Law is about what 

happens in a court. It is important to know the 

whole truth when someone is accused of a 

crime. God’s Law gave rules for telling the 

truth. And God’s Law gave punishment for 

lying. There had to be two witnesses who saw 

what happened. If there was only one witness, 

the person could go free. No one could tell 

what someone else saw. It had to be what they 

knew for themselves. This law made it harder 

for someone to lie about their neighbor.  

It is important to tell the whole truth. 

Half-truths are lies. Someone once said I had 

not had a ticket for drunk driving in six 

months. This is true. But it is not the whole 

truth. The whole truth is that I have never had 

a ticket for drunk driving. People can use half

-truths to trick others into believing lies. 
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 What if someone saw what happened 

but would not tell? Maybe they were afraid. 

Maybe they did not want others to know that 

they had seen what happened. We can lie 

even when we are silent. God said that the 

judge should check into it. The person who 

did not tell what they knew should be 

punished just like the guilty person.  

People lie when they make things 

bigger or better than they really are. 

Someone said, “A fish is the only animal that 

continues to grow even after it’s dead.” Often 

a fisherman will tell that he caught a bigger 

fish than it really was. We make ourselves 

seem better than we really are. Some people 

say that they got an award they never got. 

They say that they went to a school that they 

never attended. Sometimes people begin to 

believe the lies they tell. Lying to ourselves 

is dangerous. We cannot admit our sin and 

turn from it if we lie to ourselves. 

Some people sell things by saying they 

are better than they really are. We call this 

false advertising. Doctors may promise 

things they cannot do. They might say 

medicines can do more than they can really 

do. Sellers lie about the quality of their 

products. Even the news we hear today 

cannot be trusted. People call this fake news. 

It is not news at all because it is not true. The 

media tells things from a certain point-of-

view. They may tell only part of the truth.  

The Power of Lies  

 Lies have evil power. Jesus said the 

devil is the father of all lies. He was talking to 

people who thought that they knew all about 

God and truth. They believed the lies of the 

devil. They wanted to kill Jesus. God does not 

make us want to kill. Only the devil gives us 

that kind of ugly idea. Satan always uses 

people to work against the truth. He delights 

in hurting others. He delights in death. 

 James talks about the hurt that comes 

from our tongues (James 3:3-5). He says that 

what we say can set our whole lives on fire. It 

is very hard to stop or control a fire once it 

gets started. Many homes and lands are 

burned each year because of a small spark that 

grows into a wild fire.  

 The person who lies about someone 

starts a fire that destroys his own life. People 

know he cannot be trusted. The person who 

listens and spreads gossip lies, too. And the 

person being gossiped about feels hopeless. 

Some people have tried to kill themselves 

because of lies. Gossip is like a fire, hard to 

stop or control once it is started.  

 Stephen was stoned to death when 

people told lies about him. Acts 6:11 says, 

“So, they told other men to say, ‘We have 

heard him say things against Moses and 

God.’” This was a lie. Stephen never said 

things against Moses and God, but he was 

killed because of these lies.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How has lying hurt people you know? 
 

2. Can you think of a time when you were able to 
stop yourself from saying something hurtful or 
untrue? How did you do it?  
 

3. When has someone said something that 
encouraged you to live a more God-centered life? 
 

4. How has living in God’s truth set you free? 

The Power of Truth  

Where does truth lead if lies lead to 

death? Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the 

Life (John 14:6). Following the devil’s way 

leads to death. Following the way of Jesus 

leads to life with our Father. The devil is a 

liar. He never tells the truth. Jesus does not 

just tell us the truth, He is the Truth! The truth 

is not an idea or religion. We can know the 

truth only in Jesus Christ, God’s own Son. 

Jesus does not just point to life. He fills us 

with His own life. When we are filled with the 

truth and life of Jesus, our lives last forever. 

He gives us a great full life.   

The truth of Jesus is powerful. Jesus 

made a promise in John 8:31-32. We know 

that God cannot lie, so we can trust this 

promise. We follow the truth when we obey 

God’s Word. This is more than going to 

church or being good. It is living every day by 

God’s Word. We cannot just agree with the 

words of Jesus. We must put them into 

practice and act on them.  

Something wonderful happens to us 

when we obey. We no longer question God’s 

ways because we know the truth from 

experience. We see that God’s ways work. 

Our prayers are answered. We experience 

peace that only God can give. Our lives are 

filled with joy because we are set free. Jesus 

frees us from repeating the same sin over and 

over again. He sets us free from death that the 

devil has planned for us. He sets us free from 

the lies we tell ourselves. We know who we 

are in Christ. He shows us the lies of other 

people and the devil. Satan cannot trick us 

when we live in God’s truth. 

 

 Things to Remember 

God’s Great Laws are for our good. He 

gave us these Laws to show us how to be 

more and more like Him. God cannot lie. His 

ways are not to punish us. They are not to 

make our lives smaller. God’s ways and 

God’s truth set us free, not to live for 

ourselves. We are set free to be the blessings 

God wants us to be.  

 



Exodus 20:16 

16 Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 
 

The Ten Laws   

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on 

the earth below or in the waters under the 

earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the 

LORD your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it 

holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 
 

John 8:31-32  

31 He said to the Jews who believed, “If you 

keep and obey My Word, then you are My 

followers for sure.  

32 You will know the truth and the truth 

will make you free.” 
 

John 8:44 

44 The devil is your father. You are from 

him. You want to do the sinful things your 

father, the devil, wants you to do. He has 

been a killer from the beginning. The devil 

has nothing to do with the truth. There is no 

truth in him. It is expected of the devil to 

lie, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  
 

John 14:6  

6 Jesus said, “I am the Way and the Truth 

and the Life. No one can go to the Father 

except by Me. 
 

James 3:5-6  

5 The tongue is also a small part of the 

body, but it can speak big things. See how a 

very small fire can set many trees on fire.  

6 The tongue is a fire. It is full of wrong. It 

poisons the whole body. The tongue sets our 

whole lives on fire with a fire that comes 

from hell. 
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The Devil 

He is and has always been a _____________. 

He has ________________ to do with truth. 

There is no ______________ in him. 

_______________ the devil says is a ______. 

He is a _________. 

He is the ____________ of all ________. 

Jesus 

He is the _________ to the _______________. 

Jesus is the ___________ that sets us free. 

Jesus is the ___________ that fill us. 

His followers ________ and ________ His word. 

We can ____________ the truth through Him. 

We are set __________ in Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8:44&version=NLV
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 The human heart tends to be discontent. 

We want what we do not have. We always 

want more than what we have. Adam and Eve 

were living in the perfect garden God had 

given them. Yet, they wanted something more! 

They had everything they needed, but it was 

not enough. David had many wives, but he 

wanted the wife of another man. King Ahab 

was rich. But he wanted the field that belonged 

to a poor man. All these sins resulted in loss 

and death. Adam and Eve lost the right to 

walk in the garden each evening with God. 

David’s sin lead to death and anger in his 

family. Ahab’s greed lead to his own death. 

Our Father wants better for us. He wants us to 

be as kind and good as He is. 

 

Do Not Covet 

 The tenth Great Law is different from 

the other nine. It does not tell us what we 

should not do. Instead, it teaches about what 

we should not want. God wants us to respect 

what other people own. He tells us to be 

content with what we have. This does not 

mean we should not want to make our lives 

better. It is not wrong to plan for the future. 

But to covet is to want what belongs to 

others. This very strong desire makes us want 

what we should not have.  

 The word house in this verse means 

household. A person’s household includes all 

that is valuable in that person’s life. To covet 

another person’s household is to see how he  

lives and want that for ourselves. Coveting in 

this way steals our happiness.  

 Many people today covet things that 

others have. Many are unhappy with their 

relationships. Some single people want to be 

married. Sometimes married people want to 

be single. Some people want to be married to 

other people. Other people want to change the 

people they married. Some people want 
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children that they do not have. Others want 

to change the children that they do have. 

Many people today are not happy with their 

relationships and want something else. 

 But there are also other things that we 

can covet. We can covet the respect that is 

given to others. When the Ten Laws were 

given, someone with many servants or 

animals was rich. Poor people had no 

servants and few animals. They had to work 

harder than a rich person. They were not 

respected like rich people.   

 We make ourselves unhappy when we 

look at the riches and respect that other 

people have. This greed makes us forget that 

our Father loves all of us. We are more 

precious to Him than many riches. He blesses 

all of us differently. 

 When we covet anything, we open the 

door to other sins. David disobeyed the tenth 

law by coveting another man’s wife. This led 

him to disobey the sixth, seventh and eighth 

laws when he killed the man, did sex sins, 

and stole the other man’s wife. Ahab coveted 

another man’s field. His greed led him and 

his wife to disobey the sixth and ninth laws 

by killing and lying. Today, some people 

become so greedy that they do not care how 

many other people they hurt. 

 

A Better Way  

 There is a better way to live. There 

were 613 laws for Jews. Some religious 

leaders thought that some of them were more 

important than others. They thought that 

maybe there were some unimportant ones that 

they could ignore. So, they asked Jesus to say 

which was the greatest law. Jesus said that 

love for God was the greatest law. In fact, He 

said that we should love God with all our 

hearts, all our souls, and all our minds. There 

is no area of our lives that God does not rule 

when we love God with all that we are. Love 

for God changes everything about us. 

Then Jesus added a second important 

law. He said that God wants us to love our 

neighbors like we love ourselves. This was not 

a new law. Moses recorded it in Leviticus 

19:18. Loving others makes us more like God. 

We cannot love God and hate His people. 

When we love other people, we want the best 

for them. We can obey all of God’s law by 

simply loving Him and loving His people.  

 Paul was in prison in Rome when he 

wrote a letter to the church in Philippi. He was 

chained to a guard when he said, “I am not 

saying I need anything” (Philippians 4:11). 

That is hard for us to understand. Surely Paul 

would say, “I need to be let go.” But Paul was 

content, even in prison. Thinking like this is 

not natural for us. We can always think of one 

more thing that we want or need.  

 We have to learn to be content. We 

learn this by loving God with all that we are. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How is planning for the future different from 
coveting? 
 

2. Do you rejoice when a friend or neighbor is 
blessed with something that you do not have? 
 

3. What is the most tempting area of greed in your 
life? How can you control this wrong desire? 
 

4. What leads your life — your desires or God’s Holy 
Spirit? 

We learn to be content by obeying His ways. 

We see how richly He blesses us. We can be 

content not matter what our lives are like 

when we learn to see God’s hand in our lives. 

 Sometimes we say, “I can do all things 

because Christ gives me the strength” to do 

amazing things. We forget that Paul wrote this 

while he was in prison. We think that it means 

that God helps us do mighty things. But 

maybe being content is the hardest thing we 

ever do. We can only be content when Christ 

gives us strength.  

 

The Strength of the Holy Spirit  

 People sin when they let their own 

desires carry them away. We will not follow 

our evil desires when we let the Holy Spirit 

lead us. Paul lists some of the things our 

desires lead us to do. These sins go against 

God’s Great Laws. What we want makes us 

act in ways that go against God’s nature.   

 But God gives us His Holy Spirit. He is 

the strength of our lives. When we have the 

Holy Spirit, He makes us more and more like 

God. He grows in us fruits that are not natural 

for us. We have love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). We are 

able to love other people and not give up on 

them. We are able to be kind and gentle 

because of the goodness of God in us. We are 

able to be faithful to God, to our families and 

to our friends. Love, joy, and peace rule our 

lives. We have control over our thoughts and 

desires. We have God’s nature in us. We are 

set free from a long list of laws. None of 

these fruits are against God’s Law. In fact, 

there are no laws on earth against the fruit 

that grows in a Spirit-filled life.  

 

Things to Remember 

Our lives are filled with troubles. We 

feel sad, worried, or afraid at times. But 

God’s sweet Holy Spirit fills us so that we 

can be calm, happy, and content even in our 

troubles. Like Paul, we must learn how to live 

this way. We learn to be content by 

remembering how kind and good God has 

been to us. Following a long list of laws will 

never make us happy. Laws will not make us 

like God. But when we give up fighting 

God’s ways and obey Him, we are filled with 

His goodness through His Holy Spirit.  



Exodus 20:17 

17 “Do not have a desire for your neighbor’s 

house. Do not have a desire for his wife or his 

male servant, his female servant, or his bull or 

his donkey or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor.”  
 

The Ten Great Laws   

(Exodus 20:3-17) 

1.  Have no gods other than Me. 

2.  Do not make for yourselves a god to look 

like anything that is in heaven above or on the 

earth below or in the waters under the earth. 

3.  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 

your God. 

4.  Remember the Day of Rest, to keep it holy. 

5.  Honor your father and your mother. 

6.  Do not kill other people.  

7.  Do not do sex sins. 

8.  Do not steal. 

9.  Do not tell a lie about your neighbor. 

10. Do not have a desire for anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Matthew 22:37-39  

37 Jesus said to him, “‘You must love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’  

38 This is the first and greatest of the Laws. 

39 The second is like it, ‘You must love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.’  

 

Philippians 4:11-12  

11 I am not saying I need anything. I have 

learned to be happy with whatever I have.  

12 I know how to get along with little and how 

to live when I have much. I have learned the 

secret of being happy at all times. If I am full 

of food and have all I need, I am happy. If I am 

hungry and need more, I am happy.  

13 I can do all things because Christ gives me 

the strength. 

 

Galatians 5:16, 19-23 .  

16 I say this to you: Let the Holy Spirit lead 

you in each step. Then you will not please your 

sinful old selves.  

... 

19 The things your sinful old self wants to do 

are: sex sins, sinful desires, wild living,  

20 worshiping false gods, witchcraft, hating, 

fighting, being jealous, being angry, arguing, 

dividing into little groups and thinking the 

other groups are wrong, false teaching,  

21 wanting something someone else has, 

killing other people, using strong drink, wild 

parties, and all things like these. I told you 

before and I am telling you again that those 

who do these things will have no place in the 

holy nation of God.  

22 But the fruit that comes from having the 

Holy Spirit in our lives is: love, joy, peace, not 

giving up, being kind, being good, having 

faith,  

23 being gentle, and being the boss over our 

own desires. The Law is not against these 

things.  
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I once went every Wednesday afternoon 

to teach children who had never studied the 

Bible. It was called The Big A Club because 

“A” stands for the best. The letter “A” also 

reminds us of what Jesus says is the greatest 

law: “Love God with ALL your heart, soul, 

and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 

We learned a song using these words. It has 

been 40 years, but I still know these important 

words and can still sing the song.   

 

A Trap—A Question About Taxes 

(Matthew 22:15-22)  

 God had given the Ten Great Laws to 

Moses so His people would know how to live 

together in peace with Him and with each 

other. These laws can bring order to our 

world. They also make us know that we need 

a new heart. We need to be changed.    

 Some proud religious law-keepers and 

others were trying to make trouble for Jesus. 

They thought the Bible was only about rules. 

They said, “Do this. Don’t do that. Say this. 

Don’t say that. Wear this. Worship here.  

Don’t worship there.”                  

 The people loved Jesus’ teaching and 

His power over illnesses and demons. But the 

religious leaders wanted power. So they made 

a plan. They would pretend to say kind words 

to Jesus and then ask questions to try to trap 

Him.    

 The Romans were rulers over the 

people. They forced God’s people to pay high 

taxes. The first question trying to trick Jesus 

was about taxes. They asked Jesus whether it 

was right under God’s laws to pay taxes to the 

Romans, or not right. If the answer was yes, 

the people would not like it and would turn 

away from Jesus. If the answer was no, the 

Roman rulers would not like it. Then the 

Jewish leaders could arrange for the Romans 

to arrest Jesus.                                               

 Jesus knew they did not want the truth. 
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Jesus spoke words of life to the religious 

leaders even as they tried to trick him. 

 He asked them to show Him a Roman 

coin, the kind they used to pay taxes. He 

asked whose face and name was on the coin. 

They told Him that it was the emperor. Then 

Jesus gave to them His answer. He told them 

to pay to the emperor what belonged to him. 

And give to God what belonged to Him. 

 They were surprised with this good 

answer. They left Jesus for a time.  

 

 Question about Life after Death  

  (Matthew 22:23-33)  

 Another religious group, who believed 

no person will rise from death, came to Jesus 

with a second difficult question. There was 

an old custom. When a man died without 

children, his brother would marry the widow 

(Genesis 38:8). The first child with the 

widow would be as the child of the dead 

brother. This kept the dead man’s property in 

his family.                               

 They told Jesus of seven brothers. The 

widow of the first brother married each of the 

brothers as the earlier one died. She had no 

children with any of the brothers. She was 

the last person to die. They asked which one 

of the 7 brothers would be the woman’s 

husband in the next life. They asked this 

question to trap Jesus even though they did 

not believe in life after death.  

 Jesus said they did not understand the 

Holy Writings. They did not know God’s 

power. Life after death will be quite different 

from life here on earth. Life here on earth ends 

in death. Life after death will never end and 

there will be no more death.                     

 Jesus says it is true that there is life after 

death. In this life, people marry. In the life to 

come, there is no marriage. In the life to come, 

people will not live in families. They will live 

like the angels who do not marry and do not 

die.       

 Jesus told them from the Holy Writings 

what God said. God had called to Moses from 

the bush that burned. God told Moses that He 

is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

(Exodus 3:1-6).                                                  

 That showed Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

were still alive after they had died. There is 

life after death. These men were with God. 

Again, Jesus answer surprised the people. 
 

      The Most Important of God’s Laws        

….               (Matthew 22:34-40)                                           

 There was one final question. A lawyer 

was chosen to ask Jesus which is the greatest 

law. The Law means the first five books in the 

Bible.      

 Jewish teachers had found 613 laws. 

They had divided the laws between most 

important and less important. They had 

forgotten that God had also taught them about 

love. They hoped to use Jesus’ answer against 



Lesson 12 ● Page 55 

Things to Think About 
 

1. How did the Law become something that kept the  
religious leaders from knowing the truth? 
 
2. How did Jesus take the truths from the Old 
Testament books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus and 
give them fresh understanding? 
 
3. We have to have a new nature to truly obey the 
law. How does Jesus bring us this new life?  
 
4. What actions can we take that will free God’s love 
to others? 

Him. Jesus said we must love God with all 

that we are (Deuteronomy 6:5). That is the 

first and the most important law. This was a 

law which many of them said every day.

 Then Jesus reminded them of a second 

law from Leviticus 19:18. Jesus said we must 

love our neighbors as ourselves. Love for God 

helps us love other people. We cannot love 

God and hate people.     

 The Ten Great Laws are found in these 

two. The first four laws are about God. The 

last six are the way we act with each other. 

Together they are the whole law. All the 

others depend on these two laws.   

 Love is most important, but it is not the 

only law. If we obey what Jesus said, we 

would obey all the others.   

 Jesus says we must love God with all of 

our heart. Heart means the will—the part of 

us that makes decisions or choices. If we love 

God with our will, we will ask God to show 

us His will and we will obey Him.                               

 Our soul is who we are—our likes and 

dislikes. If we love God with all of our soul, 

we will like the things He likes and not like 

the things He doesn’t like.                         

 A person’s mind means our thought 

life—what we think about, and how we 

understand things.                       

 The person who loves God will think 

about things that are pleasing to God. And 

they will ask God’s wisdom and 

understanding. We should give God our best. 

 Jesus said that all the Holy Writings 

depend on these two laws. Jesus turned all of 

those rules into just two simple ones. Love 

God. And love others. 

 

       Things to Remember                                          

 There were so many rules that it 

seemed rules were all the proud religious law- 

keepers thought of. But Jesus cared about 

love. He came to earth to show each of us 

how much He loves us. His love for us is so 

great that He died for our sins so we can live 

with Him forever.                             

 True worship is from a heart made 

right with God by Jesus’ love. We are to love 

God with ALL our heart, soul, and mind. This 

means we love God with all we are and have.

 Each person is special and important to 

God. Jesus said we are to love other people 

just as much as we love ourselves.                           

 This is the greatest law: Love God and 

love others. 



Matthew 22:15-24; 28-39  

15 Then the proud religious law-keepers got 

together to think how they could trap Jesus in 

His talk.  

16 They sent their followers to Jesus with some 

of King Herod's men. They asked, "Teacher, 

we know that You are true. We know that You 

are teaching the truth about God. We know 

You are not afraid of what men think or say 

about You.  

17 Tell us what You think of this. Is it right to 

pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  

18 Jesus knew their sinful thoughts and said, 

"You pretend to be someone you are not! Why 

do you try to trap Me?  

19 Show Me a piece of money." They brought 

Him a piece.  

20 Jesus said to them, "Whose picture is this? 

Whose name is on it?"  

21 They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said 

to them, "Pay to Caesar the things that belong 

to Caesar. Pay to God the things that belong to 

God."  

22 When they heard this, they were surprised 

and wondered about it. Then they went away 

from Him. 

23 The same day some people from the 

religious group who believe no one will be 

raised from the dead came to Jesus. They 

asked,  

24 "Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man should die 

without having children, then his brother must 

marry his wife. He should have children for his 

brother.' (Deuteronomy 25:5)  

 . . . . . . .  
28 When people are raised from the dead, 

whose wife will she be of the seven? They all 

had her for a wife."  

29 Jesus said to them, "You are wrong 

because you do not know the Holy Writings or 

the power of God.  

30 After people are raised from the dead, they 

do not marry. They are like the angels in 

heaven.  

31 Have you not read what God said to you 

about those who are raised from the dead? He 

said,  

32 'I am the God of Abraham and the God of 

Isaac and the God of Jacob.' He is not the God 

of the dead but of the living!" (Exodus 3:6)  

33 When the people heard this, they were 

surprised and wondered about His teaching. 

34 The proud religious law-keepers got 

together when they heard that the religious 

group of people who believe no one will be 

raised from the dead were not able to talk 

anymore to Jesus.  

35 A proud religious law-keeper who knew 

the Law tried to trap Jesus. He said,   

36 "Teacher, which one is the greatest of 

the Laws?"  

37 Jesus said to him, " 'You must love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.'  

38 This is the first and greatest of the Laws.  

39 The second is like it, 'You must love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.'  

Lesson 12 ● Page 56 



Lesson 13 ● Page 57 

 I have learned so many things about 

being a follower of Jesus from my English 

class students. One said, “When I was in pre-

school I heard a story about someone named 

Jesus, but I did not know who He was until I 

came to this English class.”  

 Another told me, “In my country we 

sang a song with the words: ‘There is no 

Savior, there never has been, there never will 

be.’  I always wondered if there really was a 

Savior. Then I learned His name is Jesus. 

Now I believe in Him.”    

 Jesus gave His believers a job to do. He 

wants us to tell everyone about Him so others 

like my students can know Jesus.                         

 God gave us the Ten Great Laws so we 

could live the right way with Him and one 

another. He sent His Son to save us from the 

punishment of the law. He gave us His Spirit 

to give us power. His death and being raised 

to life again is a promise that this will happen 

to us. He gives eternal life to those who trust 

Him so we may worship and serve Him.   

 The world is changing. But the Ten 

Great Laws, the Greatest Law and the Great 

Commission are all still true today.  

 

Jesus’ Followers Learn He is Alive                         

(Matthew 28:1-15) 

After Jesus had risen from the grave, 

His followers saw him again many times. 

Jesus met with the women near the grave and 

with the 11 followers in Galilee. They saw for 

themselves that He was alive. 

 

Jesus Reminds Us of His Power     

          (Matthew 28:16-18) 

The 11 followers went to a mountain in 
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Galilee. Other followers may also have gone 

with them. We do not know which mountain 

it was. But Jesus had told them where to go 

and they went there. When they saw Jesus, 

they worshiped Him. But some of them still 

did not believe.    

Jesus gave them His final instructions. 

He told them that God had given Him all 

power over heaven and earth. Jesus had all 

power on earth and He had all power in 

heaven.  

The followers worshiped Jesus 

because they saw that He had overcome 

death. Those things that Jesus gave up when 

he left heaven to live in the form of a man on 

earth no longer had hold of Him. Jesus was 

All-powerful as God is All-powerful. The 

followers saw this power.  

 Many people say they have power. But 

Jesus proved His power by His actions. He 

taught, healed the sick, forgave sins, calmed 

the waves and the wind, raised the dead, and 

cast out demons. The followers had seen 

when He died—and now they saw for 

themselves that He was alive. Jesus had the 

right to tell them what to do.                           

 

Jesus’ Command (Matthew 28:19-20a) 

Jesus had the right to tell His followers 

to carry on His work because of His power 

over death. Jesus told His followers to make  

followers in every nation. 

We must go to the millions who have 

never heard. We must find ways to bring the 

good news to people living in places that do 

not want anyone to hear about Jesus. We must 

translate the Bible in every language and make 

a way for those who cannot read to hear. 

The 11 were sent out to make new 

followers. In all lands, they would preach and 

baptize new followers.     

 They were to baptize in the name of the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. These are 

the names of God in three persons. The Father 

is God. The Son is God. And the Holy Spirit is 

God. They are not different Gods. They are 

the same God because there is only one God. 

 The three were listed together to show 

God is One God. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

are equal and all-powerful. Baptism shows 

that the follower has come into God’s family. 

This is the start of a new way to live with 

God.  

Jesus taught the first followers how to 

live by the way He lived. They saw how He 

loved. They had heard His teachings for 

themselves. Jesus told them that they must 

now teach new followers to obey all that He 

had taught them. It is our job to teach new 

believers all the things they must do.  

 
Jesus Promised To Be With Us  

(Matthew 28:20b) 

The book of Matthew ends with Jesus’ 

promise to always be with His followers. He 
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Things to Think About 
1. What does it mean to you to be a Jesus-follower? 
 
2. What things must we do to help others to be 
Jesus-followers? 
 
3. Do you have a plan for obeying Jesus’ command? 
Does your church? 
 
4. Has it ever cost you anything to be a follow of 
Jesus?  

does not promise to be with them in the future 

only. He promises to always be with us from 

the present time and to the end of time. 

 

Things to Remember 

           Jesus talked with His followers many 

times after He was raised from the grave. He 

continued to teach them many things. They 

saw that He had power to do things only God 

can do.  

 Jesus’ most important words came 

when He told His followers to make followers 

as they went to all countries of the world. 

They should tell people that through Jesus, 

their sins could be forgiven. They should 

teach people to obey the things Jesus had 

taught. They should baptize the people who 

wanted to follow Jesus.  

 Jesus gave a promise before He 

returned to Heaven. He told them He would  

always be with His followers as they went 

into the whole world.  

 Jesus didn’t tell the followers just to be 

good people and do good things. He told 

them and tells us to make followers by going, 

baptizing, and teaching others to obey what 

God has said. As we obey the command to 

make followers, the Holy Spirit will be 

making us into the image of Christ (Romans 

8:29). 

Jesus gave His followers a job: to make 

other followers. The job would not be too 

hard because Jesus promised to be with them. 

Jesus told of His power in both the 

world and in heaven. Next, He gave the 

command "to make followers of all nations." 

Last, the followers were promised Jesus 

would be with them until the end of the 

world. Believers are given strength from 

Jesus to do this work.  

Making followers may not be easy. But 

it is our most important work. It means we 

take up Jesus’ cross every day and give our 

lives to those who will give their lives to 

others. Because Jesus promised to be with us 

always, we have the power to obey. We go, 

making new followers, teaching and 

baptizing them.            

Those who have met Jesus have 

received a great gift. We know God and we 

have life that lasts forever. We have been 

given the job by Jesus to give this gift to 

those who do not yet know Him.  



Matthew 28 

1 The Day of Rest was over. The sun was 

coming up on the first day of the week. Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 

the grave.  

2 At once the earth shook and an angel of the 

Lord came down from heaven. He came and 

pushed back the stone from the door and sat 

on it.  

3 His face was bright like lightning. His 

clothes were white as snow.  

4 The soldiers were shaking with fear and 

became as dead men.  

5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be 

afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus Who 

was nailed to the cross.  

6 He is not here! He has risen from the dead 

as He said He would. Come and see the place 

where the Lord lay.  

7 Run fast and tell His followers that He is 

risen from the dead. He is going before you 

to the country of Galilee. You will see Him 

there as I have told you."  

8 They went away from the grave in a hurry. 

They were afraid and yet had much joy. 

They ran to tell the news to His followers.  

9 As they went to tell the followers, Jesus 

met them and said hello to them. They came 

and held His feet and worshiped Him.  

10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be 

afraid. Go and tell My followers to go to 

Galilee. They will see Me there."  

11 While they were on their way, some of 

the soldiers who were to watch the grave 

came into the city. They told the head 

religious leaders everything that had 

happened.  

12 The soldiers gathered together with the 

other leaders and talked about what to do. 

The leaders gave much money to the 

soldiers.  

13 They said, "Tell the people, 'His 

followers came at night and took His body 

while we were sleeping.'  

14 We will see that you do not get into 

trouble over this if Pilate hears about it." 

15 They took the money and did as they 

were told. This story was told among the 

Jews and is still told today.  

16 Then the eleven followers went to 

Galilee. They went to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go.  

17 When they saw Jesus, they worshiped 

Him. But some did not believe.  

18 Jesus came and said to them, "All 

power has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth.  

19 Go and make followers of all the 

nations. Baptize them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

20 Teach them to do all the things I have 

told you. And I am with you always, even 

to the end of the world."  
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