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Introduction for Teachers
Welcome!

The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson
while helping participants improve their English language
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a
Basic English level.
The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse,
all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This
information is followed by a teaching plan under headings
of Prior Preparation, Connect with Life, Guide the Study,
and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As
the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to
use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to
your class members’ abilities and needs.

Which Bible translation does this
material use?

The Bible text printed in this curriculum uses the New
Life Version (NLV), a translation (not a paraphrase) which
uses only an 850-word vocabulary.
The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to
express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a
Christian environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms
will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology,
followed by the more common term in parentheses; for
example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early
preacher (prophet).” The teacher has the option of using the
NLV term for new Christians or beginning students or the
common term where it will be better understood and less
cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been
introduced in the Word List or teaching procedures, the
familiar expression may be used to help students add it to
their vocabulary.
The NLV is accessed free online at: www.
biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org, so it is easily
available to your students via their tablet or phone in class.
A hard copy of the NLV is available for purchase at
barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).

Pray and prepare

Prayer is key to every teacher’s preparation, as well as
an integral part of every teaching experience. We include a
time of prayer in every lesson plan, but you can rearrange
the plan to place the prayer time at a segment that is most

conducive to your class experience. Use your own
judgment as to where it best fits into your teaching
session.

Online Resources and Study Helps

At Bible Stories for Use with ESL Students, you
will find free materials, including picture sequence pages
for both Old and New Testaments. Go to: http://
pages.suddenlink.net/eslbiblestories/index.htm The
picture pages cover all important Bible passages and are
copyright-free, so you can make handouts and posters for
your students.
EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed by
Wycliffe Associates (UK). Their website:
www.easyenglish.info contains Bible commentaries, Bible
translations, Bible studies, and other materials written in
simple English. They are free for download and use.
At BaptistWay Press, you will find additional adult
Bible study helps. Go to BaptistWayPress.org and click
Teacher Helps > Teaching Resource Items. While these
are not specifically coordinated to the Simplified English
Teaching Guide, they do coordinate with the theme/Bible
passage for each unit.
The Baptist Standard online edition provides
additional commentary on current lessons at
www.baptiststandard.com > Resources > Bible Study (or
www.baptiststandard.com/resources/bible-study).

Meet this Unit’s Writers
Judy Hughes wrote lessons 1-5. Judy taught English to
internationals in the U.S. and abroad for many years. She
and her husband, a retired pastor, now attend First Baptist
Church, Belton.
Jennifer Carson wrote Lessons 6-11. She and her family
attend First Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas. Jennifer is a
homeschool mom and a former English teacher.
Mark Ernst wrote Lessons 12-13. He pastored churches
in Pennsylvania and Illinois, and has taught Bible studies
for 35 years. He and his wife attend Hunters Glen Baptist
Church in Plano.
Janet Roberts wrote the Christmas Lesson. She has
taught ESL since 1976 and trains teachers. She attends
Hunters Glen Baptist Church in Plano where she is the
ESL Director.
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Suggestions for Teaching
General Suggestions
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can read
the focal passage in their native languages.
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to
complete one lesson.
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study.
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep
vocabulary studies in their notebooks.
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture
sequence form (see details below).
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall.
Bible Comments/Focal Text
1. Help students hear English and practice their
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence.
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with
stress and intonation. Speak naturally.
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask students
to tell sections from Bible comments in their own
words.
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again
to each other.
4. Class may close books and listen as a native speaker
reads the section again.
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.”
Memory Verse
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory Verse
several times each day.
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory
Verses.
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate pieces
of paper. Give to students to place in order.
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is
erased and class can repeat by memory.
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the verse.
6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the verse.

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method)
This method is especially suited for teaching
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone)
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading
and writing the story).
You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that
are professionally drawn, or stick figures.
Other benefits include the following:
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students focus
on the pictures and create their own sentences to tell
the story
Focus on fluency, not just accuracy
Focus on a message or task rather than form or
grammar
Minimal error-correction as students tell the story
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in
every language.
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more
than one level of students by making the sentences
easier or more difficult.
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation.
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead
transparency.
Picture Sequence pages for both Old/New
Testaments are available free at Bible Studies for Use
with ESL Students: http://pages.suddenlink.net/
eslbiblestories/index.htm The picture pages cover all
important Bible passages and are copyright-free, so
you can make handouts and posters for your students.
Preparation
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners,
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep
sentences in their most basic form, so students can
combine sentences later.
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for the
telling of the story. Other drawing tips:
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An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story.
Direct quotations may be indicated with a
cartoon-type bubble.
Procedure
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the
main idea and help them think in chunks of language
(as in real-life language use).
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as
needed to establish understanding. Work on
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat
new words.
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and
intonation.
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the
pictures throughout the story).
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You
become “stage prompter” at this point.)
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story.
(This may open the door for several more proficient
students to use what they know.)
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students
to give each person practice in telling the story.
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first,
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she
will have learned a lot by listening, will have
observed a good model at least a couple of times, and
will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.)
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy
questions).
9. Conclude with life application questions that
require some thought and give students opportunity
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas.
Lesson Expansion
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these
ideas:
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice
tell the story
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told
—Matching pictures and sentences

—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around to
position correct order)
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in
order, having them retell the story by contributing the
portion on their paper strip)
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the
missing words)
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while
students write what they hear)
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student.
Ask that they read the story to a partner.
—Ask students to write the story in their own words.
Bible passage as content for reading
Procedure
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use
animation and simple sentences.
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story.
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of
these words with the whole class.
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students
read silently a second time to look for answers to two
or three questions about details that you have written
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole
class.
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line
by line.
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in
unison.
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other.
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own
words.
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to
see.
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10
new words per lesson).
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g.,
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners
could work in present tense, then retell the story in
past tense.
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Checklist for Successful Classrooms
Right Kind of Input
1. New language in every lesson
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current
level of proficiency
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs and
interests
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not
words in isolation
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the
following:
—Realia or authentic materials
—Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating,
clear enunciation)
—Demonstration and multiple examples rather
than explanation
—Lots of gestures and nonverbal language
Low Anxiety Environment
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or
take risks in language learning. The following factors
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere
and build a sense of community:
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to
students
—Sincere and frequent affirmation
—Minimal error correction from the teacher
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace
—Connecting with students through eye contact and
positioning yourself on students’ eye level
—Calling students by name
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and
still/active
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual,
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic)
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and
small groups of three or five; using whole class in
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrapup at the end)
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form
(grammar)
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing)
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are
known
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners
have different pieces of information and must ask

each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of
understanding
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, roleplay, problem-solving, and interactive games
9. Review previous material.
___________________________
Some suggestions based on material developed for
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders.
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 1:
Two Miracles and
Two Promises
Lesson Focus
The promise of two miracle sons was part of God’s plan to save
us from our sins.
Focal Text
Luke 1:1-38
Memory Verse
“For God can do all things.” (Luke 1:37)

Prior Preparation

♦ For the opening activity, prepare a name chart for each
student. Include the headings only and leave the rest blank.
Be prepared to write out the full chart on the marker board
for students to copy.
♦ For Guide the Study #4 and following, provide
highlighters for your students. They can use them to
identify substantiating details Luke included to help us
believe.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, go to http://
www.freebibleimages.org/stories/?search=gabriel to find
visuals about Gabriel’s visits to Zacharias and Mary.
Download a PowerPoint or print pictures to use as you tell
the story of this lesson.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, prepare
Scripture bookmarks for each student.

Connect with Life

1. Begin the lesson today by greeting each student with
your name. “Hello, how do you do? My name is ____
____.” Put your name on the board. Explain that in the
U.S., we call the family name our last name. Supply each
student with a name chart.
Invite students to interview classmates to record their
first name, their family name and any meaning they may
know of. Use the introduction to today’s lesson and
“Things to Think About” #1 as background for leading this
discussion.

Begin a chart on the marker board to record the names
and meanings of characters in the lesson. Add names as
the lesson progresses.
First Name
Luke
Theophilus
Zacharias
Elizabeth
John
Mary
Joseph
Jesus
Son of the Most
High God

Family Name
(a Greek name)
(a Greek name)
Aaron
Aaron
Aaron
David
David
David

Meaning
?
friend of God
God remembers
God is my wealth
God is showing kindness
?
may God add
our God saves

GOD

Savior of the world

Guide the Study

2. Ask someone to read Luke 1:1-4. On the chart on the
board record the information for Luke and Theophilus.
We do not know their family names or the meaning of
their names, but we do know they are Greek names.
3. Use “The Introduction to Luke’s Gospel” in the Study
Guide to steer the discussion. Say: Luke tells us that many
people had written about how Jesus had changed their
lives. Has anyone ever made a difference in your life?
Invite students to tell about a few people who have
changed their lives.
Ask:
 Why did Luke decide to research the stories of Jesus
and put them all together in one place? (so his friend
could know the truth)
 How did Luke hear about Jesus? (someone who had
been with Jesus told him)
 What methods of research would Luke have used?
(interviewing people who had been with Jesus,
reading other writings)
 How did he want his gospel to be organized? (in the
order the events happened)
4. Say: Luke gave many details to help his readers know
these events really happened. He dated the events, he
recorded other witnesses, he gave details about places
and families. Invite students to highlight in these verses
the details that would help the reader know the truth.
5. Call on a student to read Luke 1:5-7. Add information
about Zacharias and Elizabeth on the chart.
Ask: What details did you highlight? (Herod’s time
and country, who Zacharias worked for, Elizabeth’s
family)
What three facts do you know about Zacharias and
Elizabeth? (they are righteous, old, and childless)
Explain the curse of childlessness in Bible times.
6. Read Luke 1:8-17. Use the background information to
share the importance of this once-in-a-lifetime privilege
for Zacharias in the temple. Record the information for
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John’s name. Ask: Did you highlight “Many people stood
outside praying”? Maybe Luke talked to some of those
people.
Ask: How was God showing kindness with the birth of
John? Emphasize that John was a gift not only to his
parents but to all the people to call them back to God.
Explain that God had used Elijah to call the Jews back to
Himself, and John would live in that same spirit and
power.

Study Guide: “Revival never comes without God’s people
doing things God’s way. Revival comes when we change
the way we live.”
Ask: Why did the angel NOT give Mary many
instructions about how to raise Jesus, the Son of God? Say:
All Mary had to do was to let God use her. God is the only
one who can bring salvation.
12. End in prayer that we all let God enter our lives so we
can know His salvation. Pray that believers will live lives
that draw others to God.

7. Read Luke 1:18-25. Ask: Why would Zacharias want to
know for sure? (Maybe he didn’t want to get their hopes
up unless it would really happen.) Make the point that if
Extra Teaching Ideas
an angel appearing weren’t enough of a sign, Gabriel was
willing to give Zacharias a daily reminder of God’s
Connect with Life
blessing by making it impossible for him to speak until the ♦ Say: In English, we say, “Hello, how are you?” as a
baby came.
greeting. Inquire about the common greetings in other
languages. For example, a common greeting in Spanish is
8. Read Luke 1:26-27. Ask: What details did Luke include “Buenos dias,” which means “Good morning.” A common
that could help his readers know these things happened to greeting in Chinese translates to “Have you eaten?”
real people? (names of people, families and towns) Add
Mary and Joseph to the chart, making the point that they
Guide the Study
were both from the family of David. Say: The usual
Jewish greeting is “Shalom,” which means peace be with ♦ Use the PowerPoint or pictures you downloaded from
Free Bible Images as you tell the story of this lesson.
you. What was the angel’s greeting to Mary?
9. Read Luke 1:28-33. Add the names Jesus and Son of
the Most High God to the chart. Make the point that Jesus’
earthly family was the family of David. But Jesus was and
is the Son of God, so His Father is God, and this makes
Him the Savior of the world. Ask: How long will Jesus be
King? (forever)
10. Read Luke 1:34-38. Ask: What was Mary’s question?
(How?) How does that differ from Zacharias’ question?
(Zacharias’s was disbelief. Mary’s was wanting more
information.)
Say: Can you hear in Mary’s question the desire to know
what she should do? How did the angel answer? (The
Holy Spirit will come on you. The power of the Most
High will cover you.) Make the point that Mary only had
to be willing to be used of God. God would never force us
to do His will. He always gives us a choice.
Ask: Why did the angel tell Mary about what was
happening in Elizabeth’s life? (To show her that “God can
do all things.”) Mary was encouraged by Elizabeth’s
miracle. Ask: Have you ever been encouraged by what
God was doing in the life of someone else?

Encourage Application

11. Use “Things to Remember” to guide the conclusion of
the lesson. Put REVIVAL and SALVATION on the
board. Say: These are the two promises that came with the
two miracles in today’s lesson. John would bring
REVIVAL, to call the people back to God. Jesus brought
SALVATION.
Ask: Why did the angel give Zacharias so many
instructions about how to raise John? Read from the

Encourage Application

♦ Pass out the bookmarks you made with these Scripture
passages that reinforce today’s memory verse.
Matthew 19:26: Jesus looked at them and said, “This
cannot be done by men. But with God all things can
be done.”
Mark 10:27: Jesus looked at them and said, “This
cannot be done by men but God can do anything.”
Luke 1:37: For God can do all things.
Luke 18:27: Jesus said, “God can do things men
cannot do.”
Romans 4:21: He was sure God was able to do what
He had promised.
Ask students to read these verses aloud. Comment
that with God, nothing is impossible. Refer to “Things to
Think About” #5. Ask: What is there in your life that only
God can do?
♦ End in prayer that we all yield to the will of God and
believe that He remembers us. He will do for us what we
cannot do for ourselves.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 2:
The Birth of the Savior
Lesson Focus
Our Savior was born in an unlikely place, at an unlikely time, to
unlikely parents. His birth was announced to unlikely people.
Focal Text
Luke 2:1-20
Memory Verse
“Greatness and honor to our God in the highest heaven and
peace on earth among men who please Him.” (Luke 2:14)

Prior Preparation

♦ For Connect with Life #1, secure a variety of Christmas
cards, one per student. Be prepared to read the script for a
game.
♦ For Guide the Study, bring a nativity set and display it
piece by piece throughout the lesson.
♦ For Guide the Study #3 and #7, prepare cards with Micah
5:2 and John 1:12.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, prepare
lyrics to Christmas carols or provide hymn books.

Connect with Life

1. When the class is assembled, ask them to stand in a
circle. Distribute a variety of Christmas cards you may
have received in years past. Ask class members to pass the
cards to the left when they hear “left” or to the right when
they hear “right” in the story you will read. Read this short
story.
If everything we knew about the Christmas story came
from these cards, we might not know the right story. How
can we know we have the right facts? In some of the
pictures, Jesus has been left out. It’s hard to tell what is
right and what has been left out. Were Mary and Joseph
left alone without help to bring baby Jesus into the world?
Is it right for Santa Claus to be left in when he is not in the
Bible? How can we know we have the right facts? We need
to go right to the Bible for the right story of the birth of
Jesus.

Ask each person to make observations about the
Christmas story from the card they now hold.

Guide the Study

2. Ask the class to follow along as you read Luke 2:1-2.
Explain the importance of Caesar Augustus:
Augustus was the first Roman Emperor. He ruled
from 31 BC to 14 AD. This helps us date the birth of
Jesus. But Luke includes more information to set the date
more closely. He says this was the first time people were
counted in the Roman Empire. We know that beginning in
6 AD, the Roman government conducted a wide-scale
census every 14 years. So we know that Jesus was born
around 6 AD.
3. Ask someone to read the card with Micah 5:2. Quote
this from the first section in the Study Guide, “The ruler
did not know God, but God used him . . . God planned for
Jesus to be born in Bethlehem 700 years before the ruler
made this new law.”
Ask: In what ways has God been working to bring
about His will in your life, even when you were not aware
of it?
4. Put the figures of Mary and Joseph in the stable. Ask
someone to read Luke 2:3-5. Use the background
information in “The Savior Is Born” section of the Study
Guide to help students understand that this was not what
Mary and Joseph expected to happen. This new law made
them leave the home and things they had prepared and go
to Bethlehem.
Ask: How do you think Mary and Joseph were feeling
at this point that night? Use “Things to Think About” #2
and #3 to lead the discussion.
5. Invite a reader to read Luke 2:8-14. Display the
shepherds and angels some distance away from the stable.
Clarify some points that are often misunderstood.


It was probably not a cold night. Shepherds would
have put the sheep in a cave or warm shelter on a cold
night. This night was warm enough that the sheep and
shepherds could sleep outdoors. It was probably not
December.
 There was one angel who gave the message at first.
The term for “many angels” means an army of angels.
Luke does not say that they sang these words.
 The shining-greatness of the Lord can be called the
“glory” of the Lord. This is God’s nature that is
worthy of praise.
 The shepherds were in the middle of God’s glory.
6. Ask: How did the shepherds feel when the bright light
suddenly lit up the dark night? (afraid) How did they feel
after they got the message from the angel army? (joyful,
excited)
7. Ask someone to read the card with John 1:12. Invite a
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reader to read the last paragraph in “Good News of Great
Joy” in the Study Guide. Discuss the facts that sin makes us
enemies of God. Jesus makes us children of God. This is
indeed good news of great joy to all people. Jesus came to
live among the Jews, but He was always for all people.

told in Luke and what parts do not match with the facts.
Suggested carols are: “Away in a Manger,” “Oh Come, All
Ye Faithful,” “Go, Tell It on the Mountain,” “Joy to the
World!” and “Silent Night.” Be prepared to clarify details.

8. Invite a reader to read Luke 2:15-20. Use the Study
Guide section “Shepherds Worship and Witness” to guide
the discussion. Ask: How were the shepherds feeling when
the night turned dark again? What details tell you they were
excited? (let’s go now, they went fast) Why did the angel
tell them they would know the Promised Son of God when
they found him wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger?
Why was the manger an unusual place to lay a newborn
baby? (it was dirty)
Move the shepherds to the stable. Do not move the
angels. Ask: Did the angels go to the stable? (no)

Encourage Application

9. Ask: How did Mary and Joseph know about the angels?
How did the shepherds’ story make Mary and Joseph feel?
Why were Mary and Joseph no longer alone? Was it only
shepherds who rejoiced to see the baby that night? (no, the
shepherds told everyone) How did the shepherds feel as
they returned to their flocks? (full of joy and thankful to
God)
Ask: What could we add to the nativity from this story?
(maybe people from Bethlehem who came to see the baby)
Ask: Is the star in Luke’s story? (no)

Encourage Application

10. Say: The shepherds were not allowed to worship in the
temple because the leaders thought shepherds were dirty.
But the first people to worship the newborn baby Jesus were
dirty shepherds. What does this tell you about how God sees
us? Why would God choose dirty shepherds to be the first to
worship Jesus? How did the shepherds respond to this great
blessing? (They told everyone.)
11. Use “Things to Think About” # 4 and #5 to draw the
lesson to the conclusion that finding Jesus results in both
worship and witnessing. We are to worship in whatever
place God provides. Worship is not confined to the church.
And we are to witness to everyone. The shepherds did not
choose who could hear the good news. They told everyone.
12. Revisit the Christmas card activity and ask for new
observations of the facts compared to the pictures on the
cards.
13. Dismiss with prayer that, like Luke, we can find the joy
of Christmas from the true facts of the birth of our Savior.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Divide the class into small groups. Give them copies of
Christmas carol lyrics or refer them to the carols in a hymn
book. Assign each group a different carol. Ask the groups to
decide what parts of the lyrics match the Christmas story as

♦ Dismiss by recalling the carols you examined at the
beginning of the lesson. Ask: Who might have sung “Joy to
the World!”? (the angels) Why would the shepherds have
sung “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”? Would Mary and
Joseph have agreed with the lyrics to “Away in a
Manger”? (why or why not?)
♦ Read the last paragraph in “Things to Remember.”
Conclude the lesson by thanking God for sending His Son
to bring us peace with God.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 3:
The Surprising Savior
Lesson Focus
Jesus grew up as a typical Jewish boy, but his wisdom
surprised his parents and teachers.
Focal Text
Luke 2:39-52
Memory Verse
“Jesus grew strong in mind and body. He grew in favor with
God and man.” (Luke 2:52)

Prior Preparation

♦ For the opening activity, prepare four large posters
labeled Physical (in body), Mental/Emotional (in mind),
Spiritual (with God) and Social (with man). Provide
markers at each station for students to use.
♦ For Guide the Study #8, go to www.biblegateway.com
and print out Luke 2:48-50 in the New International
Reader’s Version and in the New Living Translation.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, prepare the
paragraphs describing the three major feasts of the Jews.
Cut the paragraphs apart.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, prepare
Scripture cards for Deuteronomy 6:5-7 and Mark 12:29-31.

Connect with Life

1. As students enter the classroom, divide them into four
groups. Assign each group one area of growth and a poster
you prepared ahead of time. Instruct students to draw a
human outline on the poster and list words that describe
how a child grows in that way. After a few minutes, call for
reports from the four groups and display the posters. Say:
God desires for all of us to grow in these four ways.

Guide the Study

2. Call on a volunteer to read Luke 2:39-40. Luke says
Jesus was filled with wisdom. Wisdom is good judgment
and understanding that comes from experience. Growing in

our minds is not only what we learn from a book, but what
we learn from experience too. On which poster would you
put wisdom? Add Wisdom in bold letters to the Mental/
Emotional poster.
Ask: What is the difference between knowledge and
wisdom? (knowledge is information, understanding or
skill that comes from education) Where would you put
knowledge? (Mental/ Emotional)
Say: Another way to say “loving-favor” is grace.
Grace, God’s loving-favor, goes on which one of these
posters? Add Grace to the Spiritual poster in bold letters.
Ask: How can we grow in God’s loving-favor? Say: We
can only have a life full of grace by spending time with
our Father. Grace comes from spiritual growth.
3. Introduce the vocabulary words from the Word List.
Share the introduction from the Study Guide. Ask: How
could you tell the author’s parents were devout
Christians?
4. Ask someone to read Luke 2:39-42. Use the
information from “Raised in a Devout Home” in the
Study Guide about the distance Mary and Joseph would
have to travel. Estimate the time it would take as more
than two weeks. (at least 3 days going + 8 days
worshipping + at least 3 days returning home = 14 days or
more)
Emphasize that men who lived so far away might
have made the trip to Jerusalem only once in their
lifetimes. Ask: How can you tell that Mary and Joseph
were devout? They went to Passover every year. Mary
went with Joseph. They took Jesus when He was 12.)
5. Say: Jesus was not educated at the temple. Mary and
Joseph taught Him at home. He probably went to
synagogue school in Nazareth also. The opportunity to
talk with respected teachers was a special thing for young
Jesus.
6. Ask a volunteer to read the last paragraph under
“Raised in a Devout Home” in the Study Guide. Illustrate
the discussion rules by sitting down and asking your class
if they have a question for you. Extend their question by
asking a probing question to cause them to think more
deeply about the subject.
(You might need to “prime the pump” in some classes
by giving a student a question beforehand. For example,
tell a student to ask, “What is the most important Jewish
feast?” You answer, “Passover. Why do you think it was
the most important? What does that mean for Christians
today at Easter?”)
7. Invite someone to read Luke 2:43-47. Explain the
traveling customs as women walked in a group with the
men following. Ask: How would it have been easy for
Mary and Joseph to leave Jesus behind? What were their
feelings when they discovered that Jesus was not with
them?
Point out that they had to travel another day back to

Lesson 3 ● Page 12
Jerusalem and spend the next day looking for Jesus. Ask:
Where are some logical places you might look for a 12year-old boy?
8. Enlist three good readers to read Luke 2:48-51 with
emphasis when you call upon them. One will be from the
New Life Version in the Study Guide and the other two
from the printouts of the New International Reader’s
Version and the New Living Translation.
Point out that Mary’s question was a natural one. Ask:
How do we know the temple wasn’t the first place they
looked? (“three days later”) What else might Mary have
wanted to do? (hug Jesus, shake Him for scaring her,
weep, faint with relief)
Ask: What do you think Mary and Joseph did not
understand about Jesus’ reply? (How much Jesus
understood of His Father, what would happen next, how
they should treat Him now that He understood more)
9. Read aloud Luke 2:52. Refer back to the posters. Ask:
What things from today’s lesson help you know Jesus grew
Physically? Mentally/Emotionally? Socially? Spiritually?
Add responses to the posters.

Encourage Application

10. Use “Things to Remember” to make these points:
 Jesus still surprises us today. God wants us all to be
like Jesus. Ask: What surprises you most about Jesus?
 God wants us to grow in these same four ways. Ask
“Things to Think About” #3 and #4.
 God wants us to have strong families. Ask “Things to
Think About” #5.
11. Dismiss with prayer that we will all (1) follow the
example of Mary and Joseph in our families; (2) follow
the example of Jesus in our own physical, mental, social
and spiritual growth; and (3) grow to be more like Jesus as
we follow His example.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Begin today’s lesson by asking “Things to Think About”
#1. Solicit stories of lost children that affirm the fear and
relief of parents.

Guide the Study

♦ Use this information in the box (right) for a discussion
of the three major feasts that a devout Jewish man would
celebrate. Write the headings on the marker board. Give
the paragraphs to good readers and ask each to read out
the paragraph but not the feast heading. Ask the class to
identify which feast is being described. Ask why they
think so, and record the major points under each heading.

Encourage Application

♦ Say: God gave the Jews the pattern for family life. Ask
someone to read the card with Deuteronomy 6:5-7. Ask:
Who is responsible for the education of the children?
(parents) When is the teaching to take place? (all day long)
Say: Jesus summarized these four areas of growth in
Mark 12:29-31. Invite someone to read the card with this
passage. Ask: If we love God with all our being, how will
that affect our growth in these four areas?
Say: We cannot grow into the people God desires us to
be unless we put Him first, love Him with all our beings,
and devote ourselves to Him.

Passover or Feast
of Unleavened Bread
Each year in the spring, this feast celebrates how
the Lord protected the Jews and set them free. They
were slaves in Egypt when the firstborn of every
household died. But God told His people to put the
blood of a lamb over and beside their doors. The
death angel passed over the homes that had obeyed.
The ruler of Egypt decided to set the slaves free.
The Jews had to eat in a hurry and be ready to
leave. There was no time for bread to rise, so they
made bread without yeast. They left Egypt to go to
the land God had promised them. This feast lasts
eight days.

Feast of Weeks or Pentecost

Pentecost comes seven weeks or 50 days after
Passover during the wheat harvest in May or June.
The Jews left Egypt and traveled to Mt. Sinai. That
is where God gave the Law to Moses. So each year,
Jews remember how God made them different from
other people. God made them a people of the Law.

Feast of Tabernacles
or Booths

The Jews sinned at Mt. Sinai, and God made them
wander in the wilderness for 40 years. God still
loved and cared for His sinful people. He gave
them shelter until they reached the Promised Land.
This feast celebrates the end of the harvest in
September or October. Men build small shelters or
booths from branches and live in them for eight
days. Each day the people recall their blessings.
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in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 4:
Preparing the Way
for the Savior
Lesson Focus
John the Baptist preached that all should repent to prepare the
way for Jesus, the Son of God.
Focal Text
Luke 3:1-20
Memory Verse
“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against
such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

Prior Preparation

♦ For Connect with Life #1 and #2, prepare a poster with
the names and phrases shown. Cut the statements into
puzzle-like pieces. It might be helpful to write each
individual and their descriptions in a different color of
marker (as shown). Bring magnetic tape or masking tape to
class for the back of each puzzle piece.
♦ For Guide the Study #3 and following, be ready to list
three columns on the marker board: Change Your Mind,
Change Your Heart, and Change Your Life. Use this
activity to make the lesson visual by adding to each column
as you teach the lesson.
♦ For Guide the Study #8 and #9, make a poster listing the
fruit of the Spirit (today’s memory verse) in a column.
Provide large drawing paper and markers for any group that
decides to illustrate an item with a drawing.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, ask a fellow
teacher or worker to participate in an illustration. Bring a
bag of snack-size candy bars to class.

Connect with Life

1. Read Luke 3:1-2 aloud for the class. Say: Luke helps us
place these events in history by telling who the rulers of the
day were. We know that Tiberius Caesar’s 15th year would
have been about 28 A.D. Elaborate on each person as you
assemble the puzzle on the board with tape.

Herodias’s
first husband

son of
Elizabeth and
Zacharias

was
beheaded
by Herod

2. Take the puzzle apart and scramble the pieces. Then
say: Get ready. Stand up. Hand out the puzzle pieces to
individuals. Say: Get set. Read your piece(s) and think
about what matches them. Say: Go! Find other students
with the matching pieces and work together to put them
together on the board.

Guide the Study

3. Ask someone to read Luke 3:3-6. Use the information
from “Get Ready” in the Study Guide to lead the
discussion. Discuss the meaning of repentance. Put three
columns on the board:
Change Your
Mind

Change Your
Heart

Change Your
Life

4. Invite a reader for Luke 3:7-14. Use the “Get Ready”
section in the Study Guide.
Say: Recognizing your faults and actually changing
your ways are two different things. Some people made
excuses. They thought Jews did not have to repent. What
excuses do we make today for not repenting?
5. Refer to the three columns you put on the board. Ask
the following questions and record responses under the
correct column.
 What would be proof of a changed mind toward sin?
(stop making excuses, admit your sin, stop covering
up sin)
 What would be some proof of a changed heart?
(tell God about your sin, be sorry you have rebelled
against Him, ask for forgiveness)
 What would be proof of a changed life?
(kindness, honesty, sharing, etc.)
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6. Use the information from “Get Set” in the Study Guide
to explain John’s response to tax collectors and soldiers.
Make the point that repentance is for all, even the outcasts
of society.
Expand on the understanding of contentment. Say:
John was content to be the one to prepare the way for
Jesus. He did not seek to be more than God wanted him to
be. He told the people to be content with what they had.
How would being content in that way change your life?
7. Invite someone to read Luke 3:14-20. Use the
information from “Go!” in the Study Guide to lead the
discussion. Say: John said Jesus would baptize with the
Holy Spirit. What proof can we have that the Holy Spirit is
in our lives?
8. Display the poster of Galatians 5:22-23. Practice
reading it with the class. Emphasize the rhythm of English
as you read it together again. Add these words to your list
on the board as proof of changed lives. Say: When our
lives are filled with these kinds of fruit, we know that it all
comes from the Holy Spirit of God, not from ourselves.
9. Divide the class into nine groups if possible or into
pairs. Assign each group one or more aspects of the fruit
of the Spirit. Ask them to illustrate the item by a drawing,
a story, a skit or a song. Call for reports from each group.
10. Say: John was not afraid to speak boldly for Jesus.
Explain the situation with Herod and its outcome (Luke
3:19-20; Mark 6:14-29).

Encourage Application

11. Use “Things to Think About” in the Study Guide to
draw the lesson to a conclusion. Say: This lesson calls for
a response. There is never a time in our lives when we can
ignore sin. Believers in Jesus must look at our minds,
hearts and lives to see if sin has entered. We need to
repent daily to keep our walk with Christ fresh and active.
If your mind, heart and life have not been changed by
Jesus, please let me help you make that decision.
12. End with a prayer of repentance for students who are
undecided about how to make that important step toward a
relationship with Jesus Christ. Pray that this week our
lives will be proof of the Holy Spirit living in us.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Begin the lesson by inviting a fellow teacher or worker
to come to the front of the room. Offer him/her a candy
bar, but jerk it away when they reach to take it. Apologize
by saying, “I have been unkind to you. I’ve seen how
wrong that is. Give me one more chance to do the right
thing.” When the person reaches for the candy bar, jerk it
away again. This time say, “Recognizing your faults and
actually changing your ways are two different things.”

Guide the Study

♦ God has been so generous to give us the freedom to
choose. Guide the lesson today from this perspective.
What were the choices people made, and how did that
impact their lives?
John chose:
to accept God’s call on his life
to listen to the Word of God
to go where God sent Him
to preach a new message of repentance
to confront people who pretended to repent
to be humble and let Jesus be supreme
to speak out against Herod’s sin
Some Jews chose:
to make excuses rather than to repent
to pretend to repent
to truly repent and be generous
Tax collectors chose:
to repent and be honest
Soldiers chose:
to repent and to be gentle, truthful and content
Herod chose:
to take his brother’s wife
to ignore his sinful life
to silence John by putting him in prison
to kill John
I have a choice too!
to change my mind about my sin
to change my heart and ask for forgiveness
to change my life and let the Holy Spirit
produce good fruit in me
Say: God never forces us to live for Him. We always have
a choice. Choosing to follow Jesus gives us the fruit of the
Spirit in our lives. Our lives are filled with love, joy and
peace because of Jesus.

Encourage Application

♦ Say: True repentance is shown by a change in mind,
heart and actions. Ask the coworker to return to the front.
Say: I’m sorry for the way I treated you earlier. Please
forgive me and accept this gift. Put a bag of snack size
candy bars into the coworker’s hands. He/she should then
say, “I have more than I need. I am content.” He/she
should share the candy with the class.
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Lesson 5:
The Tempted Savior
Lesson Focus
Jesus defeated the devil’s temptations by answering with
Scripture and faith.
Focal Text
Luke 4:1-13
Memory Verse
“Your Word have I hid in my heart, that I may not sin against
You.” (Psalm 119:11)

Prior Preparation

♦ For Connect with Life #1, put the classroom chairs in odd
arrangements. Some chairs should be facing away from the
teacher and some facing a wall. Also bring some bows or
cushions to enhance certain chairs.
♦ For Connect with Life #1 and Guide the Study #8, bring
two kinds of cookies to class. They should be the same
except for the chips or fillings, such as chocolate chips/
peanut butter chips or chocolate/vanilla filling, etc.
♦ For Guide the Study #4, prepare a drawing as illustrated
to make the point that more of us is spiritual than physical,
mental, or social.
♦ For Guide the Study #6, #9 and #11, prepare Scripture
cards for Deuteronomy 8:2-3, Matthew 28:18, Hebrews
11:6, and Psalm 91:11-12.
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, prepare the
worksheet given, leaving blanks for students to fill in the
underlined words as you teach the lesson.

3. Say: Today we will see how the devil tempted Jesus to
use these same three methods of getting people to follow
Him. But Jesus was able to resist and defeat the devil with
solid faith in God the Father and with Scripture.
Read the Memory Verse.

Guide the Study

4. Display the drawing you
prepared.
Say: When we studied
Lesson 3, we talked about
the four ways Jesus grew.
Can you recall those four
areas of growth? (physical,
mental, social, and
spiritual)
Say: We are more
spiritual than we are
physical, mental, or social.
Our bodies, minds and
relationships are not who
we are. It is our souls that make us who we are.
5. Invite someone to read Luke 4:1-4. Ask: How did the
devil tempt Jesus in these verses? At first it seems this was
purely a physical temptation, doesn’t it? But it was also
spiritual. The devil wanted Jesus to use miracles to win
the hearts of people.
Use the Study Guide section “No Shortcuts” to guide
the discussion to the conclusion that the devil wanted
Jesus to take a shortcut rather than going to the cross.
6. Ask: What did Jesus do to defeat the devil in this
temptation? (He quoted Scripture.) What does that tell
you about the training of Jesus as a boy and young man?
(He hid God’s Word in His heart.)
Ask: What is the difference in hiding God’s Word in
our hearts and memorizing Scripture? (It is a deep
understanding of the meaning and context of Scripture.)
Invite someone to read Deuteronomy 8:2-3. Ask: Why
did God allow the people to be tested? (to see what was in
their hearts) Why did He allow Jesus to be tested? (to see
that He would cling to God’s plan for salvation.) Does He
do the same for us today?

Connect with Life

7. Say: If we love and obey God because of what He gives
us, is that faith? If Jesus had taken this shortcut, would it
result in our loving Him more?? (No, you cannot buy love
or faith.)

2. Ask: How did it feel today to have no choice in where
you sat? Did you like my demanding or buying your
cooperation? Would you rather have a choice? (Allow
students to rearrange chairs to sit where they choose.)

8. Read Luke 4:5-8. Define substitute with this
illustration. Show the cookies you brought to class.
Say: Some of these cookies have chocolate chips/
vanilla filling/etc. In the rest, peanut butter chips/
chocolate filling/etc. is a substitute for chocolate chips/
vanilla filling/etc. Allow students to choose which flavor
they prefer and give it to them.
Use the Study Guide section “No Substitutes” to
guide this discussion. Ask: What did the devil want Jesus

1. Begin today by greeting students as they enter and
assigning them to certain chairs. Do not give them a choice.
Demand that they sit where you assign. Offer reluctant
students a specific cookie (no choice) if they will sit in
their assigned seats. Offer others an enhanced seat.
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to substitute? (worship Satan instead of God, accept the
kingdoms of earth instead of God’s Kingdom, use force
instead of love and sacrifice) Ask: What kind of temptation
was this one? (social: to gain the people of the world,
spiritual: to do so without the cross)
9. Ask: How did the devil prove himself to be a liar in this
temptation? (He could not really give Jesus power.) What
did Jesus use to defeat the devil this time? (Scripture and
faith)
Ask someone to read Matthew 28:18. Point out that
Jesus knew He would receive all power in heaven and on
earth after He was raised from the dead.

No Shortcuts: Luke 4:1-4
Satan said: “If you are the Son of God, prove it by
turning _________ to _________.”
Satan’s _________ attack: take a _________
Satan’s spiritual attack: win hearts with _________
Jesus said: “Man is not to live by ________ alone.”
Jesus knew: God’s _________ gives life.
No Substitutes: Luke 4:5-8

10. Ask: How are we tempted today to use force instead of
love to get people to do what we want them to do? Do we
ever do this in our families, schools, churches, cities and
countries? Discuss ways we use force and punishment to
get people to cooperate.

Satan lied: “I will give you all _________ and
_________.”

11. Invite a class member to read Hebrews 11:6. Ask: Why
is testing God wrong? (It is not faith.) What kind of
temptation was this one? (mental/emotional and spiritual)
Say: The devil quoted Psalm 91:11-12 to make it say
something it did not mean. Ask someone to read Psalm 91:
14-15. Ask: Does this say we who love God will never
have trouble? (No, He will bring us out of trouble.)

Jesus said: “‘You must _________ the Lord your
God. You must obey Him _________.’”

12. Say: The devil wants us to question God’s love and
care. He tempts us to put ourselves in danger by sinning.
Ask: What would have happened if all the people in
Jerusalem had seen angels rescue Jesus? (They would
have believed He was the Son of God.) Would this belief
have been faith? (No, faith does not require proof.)

Encourage Application

13. Say: The devil uses our bodies, minds, emotions and
relationships with others to tempt us. But all temptation
affects our spirits. We are in a spiritual battle every day,
and we must use spiritual weapons to defeat the devil.
14. Say: Did you notice that each time Jesus quoted
Scripture, the devil tried another way to tempt him?
Quoting Scripture is not magic. It must be part of us to be
an effect weapon against the devil.
Invite someone to read Hebrews 4:12. Say: Our best
weapon against the devil is knowing and understanding
God’s Word.
End in prayer that we hide God’s Word in our hearts.
Ask for faith to trust God no matter what the devil does to
tempt us.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ Pass out this worksheet. Tell students to fill in the blanks
as you teach the lesson.

Satan’s _________ attack: rule people with ______
Satan’s spiritual attack: take _________ place,
substitute _________ for _________

Jesus knew: God would give him all power in
heaven and on earth after He had been _________
from the _________.
No Tests: Luke 4:9-13
Satan _________ Scripture.
Satan’s _________ attack: cause questions and
doubts
Satan’s spiritual attack: get people to follow
_________ going to the cross
Jesus said: “It is written, ‘You must not _________
the Lord your God.’”
Jesus knew: _________ God is not the same as
_________ God.

Answers to Worksheet

No Shortcuts: Luke 4:1-4
Satan said: “If you are the Son of God, prove it by turning stones to bread.”
Satan’s physical attack: take a shortcut
Satan’s spiritual attack: win hearts with miracles
Jesus said: “Man is not to live by bread alone.”
Jesus knew: God’s Word gives life.
No Substitutes: Luke 4:5-8
Satan lied: “I will give you all power and greatness.”
Satan’s social attack: rule people with force
Satan’s spiritual attack: take God’s place, substitute force for faith
Jesus said: “‘You must worship the Lord your God. You must obey Him only.’”
Jesus knew: God would give him all power in heaven and on earth after He had been
raised from the dead.
No Tests: Luke 4:9-13
Satan twisted Scripture.
Satan’s mental attack: cause questions and doubts
Satan’s spiritual attack: get people to follow without going to the cross
Jesus said: “It is written, ‘You must not tempt the Lord your God.’”
Jesus knew: Testing God is not the same as trusting God.
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Lesson 6:
Jesus’ Purpose
Lesson Focus
Jesus revealed the purpose of His life and was promptly
rejected by his hometown.
Focal Text
Luke 4:4-24, 28-30
Memory Verse
“The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has put His hand on Me to
preach the Good News to poor people.” (Luke 4:18a)

Prior Preparation

♦ Locate a picture for Guide the Study #3.
♦ Locate a map for Guide the Study #4.
♦ Locate and print several mission statements as described
in Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life if you plan to
use this activity.

Connect with Life

1.Ask class members if they
have ever been disappointed
with a product they purchased
online once it was delivered to
them. Ask if they have ever seen
the logo shown here. Then direct
class members to use their
electronic devices to browse the
following website:
www.asseenontvstore.com
Scroll to the bottom of the page and join class members in
watching a few of the short infomercials for the products
advertised.
2. After watching one or two of these infomercials, ask:





Would you buy one of these products?
Do you think these products work well?
Do you think these products will meet the buyer’s
expectations?
After some discussion, say: When a product does not
meet a buyer’s expectations, the buyer often promises
never to buy it again. Sometimes, the buyer decides never
to buy anything from that company again. Sometimes
unmet expectations happen because a company does not
do a good job making things. Other times unmet
expectations happen because a buyer does not understand
the purpose of the business or product. Today, we are
going to see an example of this. Jesus returned to
Nazareth to preach and minister as the Savior who was
promised by God. But the people in His hometown did
not have the right expectations. They expected Jesus to be
something different. They were amazed and angry when
they finally understood
Jesus’ true purpose.

Guide the Study

3. Show the class a picture
of William Knibb and
summarize the introduction
from today’s lesson.
Emphasize the way that
Knibb’s clear sense of
purpose impacted his life
and legacy. Also emphasize
how this sense of purpose
impacted others.

http://commons.wikimedia.org

4. Ask a class member to
read Luke 4:14-16.
Comment on these verses
by drawing from the
Study Guide section
entitled “Jesus Returns
Home.” Bring further
understanding of this
passage by sharing a map
of the region including
Nazareth and Capernaum
like the one shown here.
5. Using the markerboard,
draw a chart to talk about
Jesus’ miracles during this
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/bj-nt-maps/
period of His ministry.
These events include a
series of miracles in the region of Capernaum and
throughout Galilee. Explain that these stories about Jesus’
miracles were surely spreading among the people around
this time. This is one of the reasons why he was invited to
teach in the Jewish places of worship all over (Luke 4:15).
Luke 4
Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon
Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-in-Law
Jesus Heals the Sick in Galilee

Luke 4:31-37
Luke 4:38-39
Luke 4:40-41
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6. Ask another class member to read Luke 4:17-21. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “Jesus
States His Purpose.” Then lead the class to discuss
Questions #1 and #2 from Things to Think About in the
Study Guide.
7. Ask two class members to read Luke 4:21-24, 28-30.
Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“People Reject Jesus’ Purpose.”
8. Divide the class into two groups. Ask one group to
review Luke 4:17-21 and the other group to review Luke
4:21-24, 28-30. Instruct each group to decide on one word
that describes people’s reaction to Jesus in each of these
passages. Guide the groups to identify the first group as
amazed and the second group as angry. Ask: How can you
explain this change in the way the people responded to
Jesus in the synagogue that day?
Also, guide the class to discuss Question #3 from
Things to Think About.

Encourage Application

9. Read aloud “Things to Remember” from the Study
Guide. Guide the class to discuss Question #4 from Things
to Think About in the Study Guide.
10. Return to the introduction from today’s lesson in the
Study Guide. Ask: What groups are mistreated in society
today? List responses on the markerboard.






The poor
The elderly
Children
People from other nations
(add additional responses…)

Then ask: How can we be part of Jesus’ mission of
grace and mercy toward these groups of people?
Then, conclude this activity by looking at your
church’s website, this Sunday’s bulletin, or a current
church newsletter. Encourage class members to find and
join a ministry that is carrying out Jesus’ mission in the
lives of groups you identified.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Search the internet to locate the mission statements of
several different organizations. Consider the mission
statements of your church, religious organizations, schools
and businesses. Explain to class members that a mission
statement is a statement of a group’s specific purpose.
Share some of the mission statements you located. Then
ask students to spend a few minutes writing a sample
mission statement for their own lives. Call on a few to
share their ideas with the group. Then say: In today’s
lesson, we will discover what the stated purpose of Jesus’

life was and how others reacted to his mission.

Guide the Study

♦ After reading Guide the Study #4, share the following
information about Jewish synagogues in Jesus’ time.
The Jewish Place of Worship
The synagogue was at the center of Jewish life in
Jesus’ time. It was a place of worship. It was a school. It was a
community center. It was a place of law. Synagogues were
started during the time when the Jews were carried away to
live as slaves in Babylon in about 600 BC. The Jewish people
needed a way to keep living like Jews. So they formed small
Jewish places of worship called synagogues. The presence of
ten Jewish men was required to form a synagogue. During
times of worship, any man could read and explain the Holy
Writings. But visiting teachers were usually invited to teach.
Many people had heard about Jesus’ miracles and strong
teaching. That would lead the people in Nazareth to treat him
as they would a visiting teacher.

Encourage Application

♦ Practice saying this week’s Memory Verse with the class.
Point out that the words come from Isaiah 61:1-2.
The Spirit of the Lord God is on me, because the Lord has chosen me to bring good news to poor people. He has sent me to
heal those with a sad heart. He has sent me to tell those who are
being held and those in prison that they can go free. He has sent
me to tell about the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day our
God will bring punishment. He has sent me to comfort all who
are filled with sorrow.
—Isaiah 61:1-2

Explain the importance of these verses. Help class
members to understand that the early preacher Isaiah used
these words to describe God’s promised Savior. Say: Jesus
read Isaiah’s words and said that these words were talking
about Him. In doing this, Jesus claimed that He was God’s
chosen Savior. People would respond very strongly to this
kind of claim. The same thing is true today. Jesus is God.
People must choose how they will respond to Him. They
must decide if Jesus is Who He says He is.
Share these famous words from the famous writer,
C.S. Lewis and challenge class members to believe that
Jesus is Who He says He is.
“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says
he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was,
and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something
worse.” — C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 7:
Following Jesus
Lesson Focus
Following Jesus means helping Him gather more people into
God’s kingdom.
Focal Text
Luke 5:1-11
Memory Verse
“Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid. From now on you
will fish for men.’” (Luke 5:10b)

Prior Preparation

♦ Provide cards with various occupations written on them
for Connect with Life #1.
♦ Locate a picture of Lake Gennesaret to share with class
members in Guide the Study #3.
♦ Bring a yearbook to class if you plan to use the idea from
Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life.
♦ Purchase small mirrors from the dollar store if you intend
to distribute them as suggested in Extra Teaching Ideas/
Encourage Application.

1. As class members enter today, hand out cards with an
occupation listed on it. Occupations could include:
homemaker, mother, teacher, banker, doctor, bricklayer,
roofer, retail worker, bus driver, student, bookkeeper,
technician, and so on. Include “unemployed.” Try to write
as wide a variety of occupations as you can think of. You
may or may not want to reflect the actual occupations of
the class members.
As class begins, ask each class member to share the
occupation listed on his or her card. Then ask class
members which of the jobs mentioned seems most
important to them. Then say: We sometimes decide how
important or valuable someone is based on the job they
do. For example, we might think a doctor or a lawyer is
more important than a store clerk or a factory worker. It
was the same in Jesus’ time. A fisherman would not be
thought of as an important person. But Jesus challenged
the way people think about what is important in life. In
today’s lesson, we will see that Jesus did not choose the
people with the most important job titles or the most
money or the most power. Instead He looked at their
hearts.

Guide the Study

2. Give some background for today’s Bible text by
describing the setting for the events in Luke 5. Refer back
to the map that can be found in Guide the Study #6 from
Lesson 6 of this unit. Remind class members that the
events of Lesson 6 took place in Nazareth. Then point out
the town of Capernaum and the Sea of Galilee on this
map. Explain that the Lake of Gennesaret is another name
for this body of water.
Say: When the people in Nazareth chased Jesus out
of town, He travelled to Capernaum. Along the way, He
did many miracles and taught in many places. Many
people wanted to hear the Word of God.
3. Ask a class member to read Luke 5:1-3. Read or draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “Simon
Obeyed Jesus.” Show a picture like the panoramic one on
this page to help students envision the scene in this text.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_of_Galilee
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4. Ask another class member to read Luke 5:4-7. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “Jesus
Rewards Simon.” Guide the class to discuss Questions #1
and #2 from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
5. Ask a different class member to read Luke 5:8-11.
Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled
“Simon Follows Jesus.” Lead class members to discuss
Question #3 from Things to Think About in the Study
Guide.
6. Use a chart like the one below to help class members
learn more about Simon, the disciple who is mentioned in
these verses.









Who is Simon?
Mother-in-law healed by Jesus (Luke 4:38-39)
Was a fisherman (Luke 5:1-3)
Worked with James and John (Luke 5:10-11
Was the brother of Andrew. (Matthew 4:18)
Said Jesus was the chosen “Christ of God” (Luke 9:18)
Had his name changed to “Peter” (Matthew 16:18)
Saw the shining-greatness of God on a mountain (Luke
9:28-36)
Lied about knowing Jesus (Luke 22:55-62)

important teacher in their own lives. Give members a
chance to tell about their experiences. Say: Teachers were
very honored among Jewish people in Jesus’ time. They
were very respected.
Read or summarize the information in today’s lesson
introduction from the Study Guide. Point out that it would
be a high honor to be chosen as a teacher’s disciple.

Guide the Study

♦ After Guide the Study #3, explain that teachers often
taught from a sitting position. It was a sign of authority.
Say: Jesus using Simon’s boat served two purposes. It kept
the crowds from pushing in on him. It also allowed him to
teach from a sitting position like an honored teacher.
♦ After Guide the Study #4, explain the importance of v. 5.
Say: The Hebrew word for “teacher” meant “one who
stands over.” This word implied that teachers have
authority. When Simon called Jesus “Teacher,” this was a
recognition of his authority. It makes sense that Simon’s
obedience would follow this recognition of Jesus’ authority.
♦

Encourage Application

7. Say: The people in Nazareth responded to Jesus in one
way. They rejected Jesus and chased Him away. The
people near Capernaum reacted to Jesus in a different
way. They welcomed His miracles and wanted to learn
more from Him. Simon’s response was different from both
these groups. Simon recognized that Jesus was God. He
saw that God was holy. He knew that he was sinful.
Guide the class to discuss Things to Think About #4.
8. Read or summarize “Things to Remember” from the
Study Guide. Discuss Questions #5 and #6 from Things to
Think About. Ask: Do you have an open mind and a
willing heart like Simon?
9. Ask class members to join you in singing the hymn “I
Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” Provide the lyrics or use a
video like the one in the link provided below to guide the
class in singing.

goo.gl/8PSjCx
10. Close the class in prayer that members would make the
same choice as Simon. Pray, too, that class members will
act to help others make the same decision by telling
people about Jesus.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Bring one of your old yearbooks to class today. Use it to
tell students about a teacher who played an important role
in your life. Ask class members if they can remember an

http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/gnpi-024-peter-mother-in-law/

Point out that Jesus knew Simon before these events. Ask a
class member to read how Jesus healed Simon’s mother-inlaw in Luke 4:38-39. Or use the free slide show at the link
below to tell this story.
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/gnpi-024-petermother-in-law/

Encourage Application

♦ After Encourage Application # 7, pass out a small mirror
to each class member. These can be purchased quite
inexpensively at a dollar store. Say: The holiness of God is
like a mirror. When we see how holy God is, we understand
how sinful we truly are. In this way, looking at God is like
looking in a mirror. When we see our own sinfulness, we
should respond with the same humble heart as Simon did in
today’s Bible text.
Allow class members to keep the mirrors to remind
them of Peter’s response to God’s holiness.
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Teaching Guide
Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

Luke:
The Gospel Story

Lesson 8:
God’s Kingdom
Lesson Focus
Jesus taught about the character traits and behaviors His
followers would demonstrate as members of God’s kingdom.
Focal Text
Luke 6:17-36
Memory Verse
“Do for other people what you would like to have them do for
you.” (Luke 6:31)

Prior Preparation

♦ Make copies of the citizenship chart in Connect with
Life #1 and bring a map to class today.
♦ Provide note cards and pens/pencils if you plan to use the
activity from Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life.
♦ Bring some coins for Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the
Study.

Connect with Life

1. Once all class members have arrived, ask them to share
where they were born. Use a map to locate the various
countries where class members have—or used to have—
citizenship. Ask about the expectations for citizens in their
countries. Share the following chart about the rights and
responsibilities of American citizens. This chart is taken

from the web page of the U. S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services. It can be found at: www.uscis.gov/
citizenship/learners/citizenship-rights-and-responsibilities
2. Say: Christians know they are citizens of the countries
in which they were born. But they also know that they are
citizens of a different nation. They are citizens in God’s
kingdom. They belong to the holy nation of God. In
today’s lesson, we will discover the rights and
responsibilities of citizens in God’s kingdom.

Guide the Study

3. Read aloud today’s lesson introduction from the Study
Guide. Instruct class members to imagine Jesus was
coming to speak in your city today. Ask:
 How many people do you think would come to hear
Him?
 What different reasons can you think of for people
wanting to come and see Jesus?
Finish the discussion by guiding class members to
discuss Question #1 from Things to Think About in the
Study Guide.
4. Ask a class member to read Luke 6:17-22. Ask class
members to listen carefully to vv. 20-22 for the four
groups of people who received Jesus’ blessing. List these
on the markerboard. Then, draw comments on these
verses from the Study Guide section entitled “Jesus’
Blessing.”
Luke 6:20-22
Happy are...
...You who are poor (v. 20)
...You who are hungry now (v. 21)
...You who have sorrow (v. 21)
...(You who) men hate and do not want around (v. 22)

5. Guide class members to discuss Questions #2 and #3
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
6. Ask another class member to
Luke 6:24-26
read Luke 6:23-26. Ask class
It is bad for…
members to listen carefully to
who are rich (v. 24)
vv. 24-26 for the four groups of ...You
...You who are full (v. 25)
people who received Jesus’
...You who laugh now (v.
warnings. Place this list on the 25)
markerboard next to the ...You when everyone
list from Guide the Study speaks well of you (v. 26)
#5. Then, draw
comments on these
verses from the Study Guide section entitled
“Jesus’ Warnings.”
7. Ask a different class member to read Luke 6:2736. Draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “Loving God’s Way.” Guide the class to
discuss Question #5 from Things to Think About
in the Study Guide.
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Encourage Application

8. Ask class members to think about a difficult or unfair
situation they are facing right now. This situation might be
at work or in their family. Call on a few volunteers to
share if any are willing. Then ask:
 What is the natural response that most people would
have to this situation?
 What is the response to this situation that God would
welcome in His holy nation?
Allow time for class members to encourage and
support each other in living like they are members of
God’s holy nation.
9. Explain that this week’s Memory Verse is well-known
to many people—even those who are not Christians. It is
often called the Golden Rule. Divide the class into two
groups. Ask these groups to help you repeat this week’s
Memory Verse. Practice this several times.
Group #1:
“Do for other people what you…”
Group #2:
“...would like to have them do for you.”
All:
Luke 6:31

Be sure to point out that people often use the wording,
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
10. Say: Many people think that the Golden Rule is good
advice for living right. But Christians know something
more. They know that the only way to live like this is
through God’s power.
Close class by praying that members will choose to
follow Jesus and experience God’s power in their lives to
help them live and love like members of God’s holy
nation.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ As class members enter the room today, give each one a
blank note card and a pen or pencil. When everyone has
arrived, ask people to list five important tasks they need to
accomplish this week. After that, ask them to rank the
tasks in order of importance. Ask: How did you decide
what was most important? How did you decide what was
least important? The things that are important to us reflect
our values and our priorities. In today’s lesson, we will
learn the things that God values most for those who live
like they are part of His holy nation.

Guide the Study

♦ After Guide the Study #4, take some time to talk about
Jesus’ 12 apostles. Explain that Jesus had many followers,
but just before the events in today’s Bible text, Jesus
selected 12 men to be part of His inner circle. He chose

these men to live with Him daily and learn from Him.
These were the men he selected to entrust with His
teachings and His ways.
Ask a class member to read Luke 6:12-16. Then
enlist the class to help you identify the names of the 12
special followers Jesus selected.







Simon, called Peter
Andrew
James, brother of John
John
Philip
Bartholomew








Matthew
Thomas
James, son of Alphaeus
Simon, the Canaanite
Judas, brother of James
Judas Iscariot

♦ After Guide the Study #6 write the following phrase on
the board: Two Sides of the Same Coin. Then pass out
several coins for class members to examine. Point out
that each coin has two different sides. Then point out the
phrase on the board. Explain that this is a common
phrase in English. Say: It is used to describe two
different ideas that are very closely connected to each
other.
Explain that this phrase could apply to the blessings
and warnings that Jesus gave His followers in
Luke 6:17-26. Jesus talked about the poor and the rich.
He talked about the hungry and the full. He talked about
sorrow and laughter. He talked about the hatred of men
and the praise of men. His blessings and his warnings
are closely connected to each other. They are two sides
of the same truth.

Encourage Application

♦ Invite class members to brainstorm ways that they can
live like they are part of God’s holy nation this week.
List their ideas on the board. Use the list below to help
guide the conversation if needed.






Live Like You Are Part of God’s Holy Nation
Forgive someone who has mistreated you
Spend time reading God’s Word instead of watching an entertaining television show or movie
Pray that God will show you the attitudes in your heart
When someone makes you angry, choose not to get even
Find a way to serve someone whom most others consider to
be unimportant
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Lesson 9:
God’s Forgiveness
Lesson Focus
Jesus forgave a sinful woman but criticized a proud religious
law-keeper.
Focal Text
Luke 7:36-50
Memory Verse
“If we tell Him our sins, He is faithful and we can depend on
Him to forgive us of our sins. He will make our lives clean from
all sin.” (1 John 1:9)

Prior Preparation

♦ Bring board games for Connect with Life #1.
♦ Prepare and print surveys for Guide the Study #2.
♦ Bring index cards for Encourage Application #7.
♦ Locate the slide show and the video for Extra Teaching
Ideas if you plan to use them.
♦ Prepare and print the vocabulary exercise from Extra
Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study if you plan to use it.

Connect with Life

1. Bring some simple children’s board games to class
today. Be sure the games contain all the pieces and the
rules. Divide the class into groups and allow each group to
examine one of the games. After some time, call on each
group to tell about their game and explain the rules to the
rest of the class.
Then say: Even in a simple children’s game, rules are
important. Rules make a game fair. They help all the
players know what to expect. People get upset when the
rules are not followed. It changes the game for everyone.
Sometimes people respond in an angry way when this
happens. But games are not the only situations in life
where rules apply. There are rules for employees in the
workplace. There are rules for driving on the road. There
are even unwritten rules about how to act in certain
situations. There are also many religious rules that people

follow. In Jesus’ time, the Jews followed many religious
rules. In today’s lesson, we will discover what happened
when one woman broke the religious rules in order to
show her love for Jesus.

Guide the Study

2. Read or summarize the introduction to today’s lesson in
the Study Guide. Explain that there were many religious
rules for women in Jesus’ time. Pass out the following
survey to class members. Instruct them to place an “X”
next to all the rules they believe were true. Give some
time for students to complete the activity.
Survey: Religious Rules for Women
Put an “X “ by each item you think was true for women in
Jesus’ time.
__ Women were not allowed to talk to men outside their
family
__ Women and girls were not allowed to attend Jewish
schools
__ Women were not allowed to sit with men in worship
__ Women could not testify in court
__ Women could not own property
__ Women had to wear heavy veils in public

When class members are finished, say: Every
religious rule listed here was true for Jewish women who
lived in Jesus’ time. Women did not receive the same
honor as men. They often followed the same rules as
children and slaves. They had a low place in Jewish life.
In fact, a famous Jewish blessing reflects this truth. It
says:
Blessed are you O God, King of the Universe, Who has
not made me a woman.
The Jewish rules for women in Jesus’ time make the
events in today’s Bible text quite amazing.
3. Ask a class member to
read Luke 7:36-39.
Instruct class members to
listen closely for words
that describe the woman in
this passage. Call on class
members to help you make
a list on the markerboard
when you are done
reading. Draw comments
from the Study Guide
section entitled “A
Troubled Woman.”











Sinner (v. 37)
Knew where Jesus was (v.
37)
Had a special jar of perfume (v. 37)
Cried (v. 38)
Tears (v. 38)
Dried Jesus’ feet with hair
(v. 38)
Kissed Jesus’ feet (v. 38)
Put perfume on Jesus (v.
38)
Sinner (v. 39)

4. Ask another class
member to read Luke 7:40
-43. Draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “An Important Parable.” Be sure to explain that a
parable is a story that is told to teach an important lesson.
5. Ask a different class member to read Luke 7:44-47.
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Instruct class
 Gave Jesus no water for His feet (v. 44)
members to
listen for words  Did not greet Jesus with a kiss (v. 45)
that describe the  Did not put oil on Jesus’ head (v. 46)
proud religious  Did not believe Jesus could forgive sins
(v. 49)
law-keeper.
Call on class
members to help you make a list on the markerboard when
you are done reading. Compare this list to the list in Guide
the Study #2. Draw comments from the Study Guide
section entitled “A Painful Lesson.”

disrespectful way to greet a visitor. Then ask: How do we
feel when someone forgets to do a common courtesy? What
do you think Jesus thought and felt about the way Simon
greeted Him?

6. Ask another class member to read Luke 7:48-50. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “A
Forgiving God.” Guide the class to discuss Question #3
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.

Luke 7:36-50

Encourage Application

7. Read aloud the Study Guide section entitled “Things to
Remember.” Guide the class to discuss Questions #1 and
#2 from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
8. Pass out a blank index card to each class member. Have
the class think about their own “mistakes” or sins that they
think would be hard to forgive. Ask them to write a word
or phrase about it on the index card.
After a few minutes, ask: How do you think the God of
creation would feel about your sin or mistake? God is holy
and cannot allow sin in His presence. But God loves
people. He loves sinful people. There is no sin so great
that God is not able to forgive. Jesus died on the cross and
rose again to take the punishment of sin. This means that
instead of punishment, we can have God’s forgiveness.
The woman in today’s Bible text knew how deeply sinful
she was. She also knew how deep God’s forgiveness was.
And because of this, she showed her deep love for Jesus to
everyone.
9. Instruct class members to flip over the index card from
Encourage Application #7 and write today’s Memory
Verse on the back of the card. When every class member
has done this, practice saying the Memory Verse aloud.
10. Close the class in prayer that all members will respond
to God’s forgiveness the way the woman in today’s story
did.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ Use the following free slide show to help summarize the
events of today’s Bible text. It can be found at the link
below.
http://freebibleimages.org/photos/lumo-woman-anointing/
♦ Review Luke 7:44-48. Ask the class what are some
common courtesies people do for others when they come
to visit in the home. If you like, enlist two people to role
play a respectful way to greet a visitor and then a

♦ Use the following vocabulary exercise to help students
review the events of today’s Bible text. (Answers:
professionals, referees, unusual, interrupted, reputation,
judgment, parable)

In the passage below, fill in the correct term from
today’s Word List to complete the story.
In Jesus’ time, a certain group of religious
people worked very hard to follow all the Jewish
religious rules. When it came to following these laws,
they thought of themselves as __________. Since
they were experts on these laws, they often acted as
__________, making sure that everyone around them
followed the religious rules, too. One of these proud
religious men invited Jesus to have dinner in his
home. This dinner would turn out to be quite
__________. In the middle of dinner, a woman who
was known as a sinner __________ their meal.
Everyone at the dinner knew about her sinful
__________. The woman wept at Jesus’ feet and
kissed him many times. Then she put expensive
perfume on Jesus. The religious men made a strong
___________ about her actions toward Jesus. Jesus
knew that the men did not like what the woman did.
So he told a __________ to teach them an important
lesson. His story made it clear that this woman’s deep
love for Jesus was more important than following
many religious rules.

Encourage Application

♦ Share the following video testimony about the power of
forgiveness. The video clip can be found with the following
link. If you like, search for other stories or videos of
amazing forgiveness.

goo.gl/brTi2p
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Lesson 10:
The Father’s Love
Lesson Focus
God extends His love and grace to all people.
Focal Text
Luke 15:1-2, 11-32
Memory Verse
“See what great love the Father has for us that He would call us
His children. And that is what we are.” (1 John 3:1a)

Prior Preparation

♦ Prepare for the celebration mentioned in Connect with
Life #1. Invite some church members to attend.
♦ Provide the lyrics and locate a video for Encourage
Application #11.

Connect with Life

1. Before this week’s class, prepare to have a small party to
greet students at the start of today’s class. Invite a few
church members to attend this celebration. Prepare some
special treats. Maybe make some welcoming banners or
provide some balloons. When class members arrive today,
greet them warmly and invite them to the celebration inside
your classroom.
2. After enjoying this small time of greeting and
celebration, say: I hope you all enjoyed this celebration. We
are so grateful to have you as part of our group. We hope
you feel welcome. We planned this special celebration just
for you because we are so happy to see you each week. In
today’s lesson, we are going to read about another
celebration. This celebration is one planned by a father to
welcome his son home.

Guide the Study

3. Read or summarize the introduction to today’s lesson
from the Study Guide. Guide the class to discuss Question
#1 from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.
4. Ask a class member to read Luke 15:1-2. Ask class

members to listen carefully to hear the two groups of
people mentioned here. Ask:
 Who came to hear Jesus?
 Who began to speak against Jesus?
Talk about these two groups by drawing from the
Study Guide section entitled “Religious People.”
5. Ask a class member to read Luke 15:11-16. Ask class
members to listen carefully for words that describe the
son. Then list their responses on the markerboard. Use the
chart provided to guide the discussion. Draw comments
from the Study Guide section entitled “A Lost Son.”
Luke 15:11-16









Younger son (v. 12)
Wanted his riches (v. 12)
Went to another country far away (v. 13)
Spent all he had (v. 13)
Wild and foolish (v. 13)
Hungry (v. 14)
Worked to feed pigs (v. 15)
No one gave him anything (v. 16)

6. Guide the class to discuss Question #2 from Things to
Think about in the Study Guide.
7. Read Luke 15:17-24 for the class. Instruct class
members to listen carefully for words that describe the
father. Then add these responses on the markerboard.
Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled “A
Father’s Welcome.”
Luke 15:17-24










Pays men who work (v. 17)
Has more than enough (v. 17)
Saw his son from a long way off (v. 20)
Full of loving-pity (v. 20)
Ran to his son (v. 20)
Kissed his son (v. 20)
Gave son a coat and ring and shoes (v.
22)
Was glad (v. 23)
Found his son (v. 24)

8. Read Luke 15:25-31 for the class. Instruct class
members to listen carefully for words that describe the
older son. Then add these responses to the markerboard.
Luke 15:25-31









Out in the field (v. 25)
He heard music and dancing (v. 25)
Asked what was happening (v. 26)
Was angry (v. 28)
Would not go into the house (v. 28)
Served his father many years (v. 29)
Was with the father all the time (v. 31)
All the father has is his (v. 31)

Lesson 10 ● Page 26

Encourage Application

9. Lead the class to discuss Question #3 from Things to
Think About in the Study Guide.
10. Say: This story is often called the Parable of the Lost
Son. But there are two sons in this story. Which son do
you think is lost?
Take an informal vote and record the results with tally
marks on the markerboard. Say: The truth is that each son
in this story is lost. The younger son was separated from
the father by a great distance and foolish choices. But the
older son was also separated from the father in a serious
way. He was with his father every day, but his heart was
very far away. He did not love the things his father loved.
His relationship with his father was based on his own
works. He served his father out of obligation, not out of
love. He served his father for the rewards it would bring,
not because he truly loved his father.

♦ Tell class members that the picture-story in today’s Bible
text is very famous. It has inspired many kinds of artists to
create songs, plays, poems and sculptures in response to
this story. Explain that many painters have created works
that depict the events in this story. Share one of these works
with class members during class today. A famous piece by
Rembrandt is pictured here.

10. Discuss Question #5 from Things to Think About in
the Study Guide.
11. Read or summarize “Things to Remember” from the
Study Guide. Provide the lyrics to the hymn “How Deep
the Father’s Love.” Guide the class in singing this hymn
or allow them to view a music video like the one that can
be found at the link below.

goo.gl/BtW6PF

12. Practice saying the Memory Verse with class members.
Then close class by praying that class members will understand
and respond to God’s love the way that the younger son
responded to the father in this story.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ At the start of class today, take members on a short field
trip to discover your church’s lost and found collection. If
your church does not have such a place, then bring a local
newspaper to class and show members the lost and found
section in the classified ads section. Then read the
introduction to today’s lesson from the Study Guide.
♦ Ask if anyone has ever had a family member get lost or
go missing. If no one has, get them to imagine it. Then
ask: How does it feel to lose a person you love?

Guide the Study

♦ Before this week’s class, enlist two class members to
help you with some research. Ask one to read The PictureStory of the Lost Sheep in Luke 15:3-7. Ask the other to
read The Picture-Story of the Lost Piece of Money in
Luke 15:8-10. Ask each one to prepare a short summary of
the story for the beginning of today’s class. Explain that
Luke 15 tells three stories about things that are lost. Then
call for the summaries before examining today’s Bible
text.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable_of_the_Prodigal_Son

♦ Ask: Why do you think this story is so memorable and has
been so inspiring for so many years?

Encourage Application

♦ Encourage class members to ask themselves the following
questions related to the three main characters.
The younger son: Do I need to ask forgiveness or confess sin in my life? Have I run away from the One who
loves me deeply?
The older son: Am I bitter and angry toward someone?
Am I trying to gain God’s approval through the good
works I do?
The father: Do I need to offer forgiveness to someone?
Will I respond with grace if someone comes to me asking
for forgiveness? Do I need to come to God seeking f
forgiveness and mercy to restore my relationship with
Him?
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Lesson 11:
A Rich Man
Lesson Focus
Eternal rewards are more important than earthly riches.
Focal Text
Luke 16:19-31
Memory Verse
“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to go into the holy nation of God.” (Luke 18:25)

Prior Preparation

♦ Prepare the guessing game for Connect with Life #1.
♦ Locate a photo of Camus for Connect with Life #2.
♦ Prepare scripts for Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage
Application.

Connect with Life

1. Fill a container such as a water bottle or mason jar with
exactly 490 pieces of a small candy. Place the container on
a table in front of the class. Provide small notecards and
pens for a guessing game. As class members arrive today,
have them look at the container and guess how many pieces
of candy are in it. Ask them to record their name and guess
on a note card and give it to you. When class begins, write
the winning number on the markerboard. Then announce
the winner and award the candy jar as a prize.
2. Say: Our guessing game today revealed a very important
number. According to Columbia researcher Sheena
Iyengar, the average person makes 490 choices each week.
That’s about 70 each day or 25,500 each year. Over 70
years, that adds up to 1,788,500 choices!
3. Read the introduction to today’s lesson from the Study
Guide. After the first paragraph, share a picture of Albert
Camus and some brief biographical information about him.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Camus

4. Lead a discussion with questions such as: What do you
think Camus meant by his statement, “Life is a sum of all

Albert Camus
Camus lived from 1913-1960. He was a famous author,
journalist, and philosopher. At age 43, he won the Nobel Prize
for Literature in 1957. His mother was widowed and
uneducated. They lived in very poor circumstances throughout
his childhood. As an adult, he often reported and wrote on the
struggles of the poor. Camus died in a car wreck in France at
age 46.

your choices”? What are some of the choices we make?
What are some big choices, and what are some small
choices? Do they all impact our lives equally, or are some
choices more important than others? Do rich people have
more choices than poor people?
Say: In today’s lesson, we will talk about a rich man who
made choices every day, including how he would treat a
poor man at his gate.

Guide the Study

5. Ask a class member to read Luke 16:19-21. Divide the
class into two groups. Ask one group to listen for words that
describe the rich man. Ask the other group to listen for
words that describe Lazarus. List their responses on the
markerboard and compare the two characters. Draw
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “A Rich
Man and a Poor Man.”
Rich Man






Dressed in purple linen (v.
19)
Lived like a king (v. 19)
Had the best food (v. 19)
House had a door (or gate)
(v. 20)
Food fell from his table (v.
21)

Lazarus






Was a poor man (v. 20)
Had many bad sores (v.
20)
Sat outside rich man’s
door (v. 20)
Wanted food (v. 21)
Dogs licked his sores (v.
21)

6. Ask another class member to read Luke 16:22-30. Divide
the class into groups again. Ask one group to listen for
words that describe the rich man. Ask the other group to
listen for words that describe Lazarus. List their responses
on the markerboard. Compare the two characters again.
Point out how things change for these two men after their
deaths. Draw comments from the Study Guide section
entitled “Choices and Consequences.”
Rich Man







Was buried (v. 22)
In hell, in pain (v. 23)
Cried out for pity and
wanted water (v. 24)
Had good things when he
was living (v. 25)
Cannot get to where
Lazarus is (v. 26)
Wanted to warn his family
(v. 27-28)

Lazarus






Taken to heaven by angels
(v. 22)
Was with Abraham (v. 23)
Had bad things when he
was living (v. 25)
Is well cared for in heaven
(v. 25)
Cannot get to where rich
man is (v. 26)
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7. Ask a class member to read Luke 16:31. Guide the class
to discuss Questions #4 from the Study Guide. Draw
comments from the Study Guide .

Encourage Application

8. Point out this week’s Memory Verse. Practice saying
this verse aloud with the class. Then guide
the class to discuss Questions #1 and #2 from Things to
Think About in the Study Guide.
9. Read “Things to Remember” from the Study Guide.
Lead the class to discuss Question #5, and #6 from Things
to Think About.

Guide the Study

♦ Point out that Luke 10-16 contains many picture-stories,
or parables. Mention that there is at least one in each of
these chapters. List a few on the board and see if class
members are familiar with any of these stories.
The Picture-Story of…






The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37)
The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-27)
The Mustard Seed and the Yeast
(13:18-21)
The Big Supper (Luke 14:16-24)
The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7)

10. Share the following case study with class members.
Case Study

A woman walks into your Sunday school class.
She seems nice, but appears distracted and worried
throughout the lesson. She leaves immediately after
class. The teacher recorded her name and contact
information, but no one spoke to her. Later, another
staff pastor shares that the woman is a single mom with
three small children. She is struggling with money. She
is about to lose her apartment because she cannot pay
the rent. How does your class respond? What are some
steps you could take to help? What role should the class
take in this woman’s struggle?

11. After discussing the case study, ask the class to
consider Question #3 from Things to Think about in the
Study Guide.
12. Close the class in prayer that class members will
understand the importance of eternal rewards rather than
earthly rewards. Pray, too, that class members will make
choices every day that result in eternal rewards.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ As class begins today, divide the class into four groups.
Ask the groups to help you uncover some of the positive
and negative things about being rich and being poor. After
some time, draw a chart like the one here on the
markerboard. Use the chart to record each group’s ideas.
Say: In today’s lesson, we will read about the differences
between a rich man and a poor man. And we will discover
what Jesus taught about being rich and being poor. In
Jesus’ time, most Jewish people believed that riches were
an indication of a person’s right standing with God.
Likewise, being poor or having troubles was a result of
one’s sinfulness. In today’s Bible text, Jesus got the
attention of the religious leaders by telling a story about a
rich man and a poor man. This story would not be the kind
of story they would have expected to hear from a Jewish
teacher like Jesus.

Encourage Application

♦ Enlist three class members to help you act out the events
from today’s Bible text. Use a simplified script like the one
provided here to aid understanding.
Narrator: There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and
fine linen. He lived in luxury every day. At his gate there was a
beggar named Lazarus. The beggar was hungry and covered in
sores. The beggar died, and the angels carried him to heaven.
The rich man also died, but he was in hell. He was in great
pain. He looked up and saw Lazarus in heaven. He called out:
Rich Man: Have pity on me! Send Lazarus to bring me water! I
am in pain in this fire.
Abraham: Remember that you had good things in life. Lazarus
did not. But now Lazarus is comforted here with me in heaven.
And you are in hell. We are separated from you by a great
space that cannot be crossed.
Rich Man: Please send Lazarus to warn my family about the
pain of hell!
Abraham: They have the writings of Moses and the early
preachers.
Rich Man: But they will listen if someone goes to them from the
dead!
Abraham: That is not true. If Moses and the early prophets do
not change their hearts, neither will Lazarus.

Positives of Being
Rich

Positives of Being
Poor

Negatives of Being
Rich

Negatives of Being
Poor
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Lesson 12:
Tried and Crucified
Lesson Focus
Like the early believers, to behold in His humiliation the Lord of
glory and too thank and praise, love and adore Christ crucified.
Focal Text
Luke 23:1-27, 32-49
Memory Verse
“Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them. They do not know what
they are doing.’” Luke 23:34a

Prior Preparation

♦ Using a
computer or
students’ cell
phones, the class
could see some
artists’
conception of
Jesus before
Pilate such as
Antonio Ciseri's
Ecce Homo. It is
an impressive
work.
♦ Clear a space big enough to play Wheel of Fortune. The
wheel could be home made or use a store bought game
board.
♦ Prepare one quote card from the next page for each group
if using the Extra Teaching Guide The Study idea.

Connect with Life

1. Have the class think of a time when they were
mistreated. How did they feel? What did they do?
With the wisdom of hindsight, how would they evaluate
their response? Say: Has anyone every hurt you? What
happened? What did you do? How did you feel? What do
you think about it now?
With a large class, break them into pairs and use the
questions as interview questions.

2. Play a round of Wheel of Fortune. Puzzle: Event. Six
words with two, three, four, two, and five letters
respectively. Answer: Crucifixion of the Lord of glory.
After students find the solution, discuss a couple of the
vocabulary words. After solution explain: in this lesson
we will see how our Savior Jesus was glorified in His
suffering and death.

Guide the Study

3. Luke is a careful historian and a brilliant theologian. He
teaches theology as he writes history. There are a wealth
of theological truths and spiritual insights contained in his
account of Jesus' trial and crucifixion. This study just
scratches the surface. Pray for your students and whet
their appetite to study more.
4. In declaring the gospel, Luke wants to make clear that
Jesus is completely innocent. Have your students make a
list of all the ways the text presents His innocence. Say:
Jesus never did anything wrong. Work with a partner to
make a list of what the verses say about Jesus being not
guilty of anything. Share your list with another group and
ask them to share their list.
5. Jesus was not only innocent of any charges of which
the Jews and Romans accused Him, He was sinless. Ask:
In understanding and talking about the Gospel, why is it
very important to know Jesus was without sin? Lead a
discussion helping students to understand the importance
of a sinless Savior.
6. Luke also presents Jesus as the silent sufferer. Discuss
all the opportunities Jesus had to respond to His accusers.
Ask: Why did He say almost nothing?
7. The decision was made to release Barabbas and execute
Jesus. Ask: Was Jesus a helpless person who had to die or
a willing substitute to die for us? (Or was He both?)
8. From the start of the Jewish trial (22:54) to His burial,
Jesus speaks seven times. Recognizing the importance of
the number seven in Scripture, this seems like no
coincidence. For a good skimming exercise, have the
students find Jesus' seven statements. Two are enigmatic
(22:70b; 23:3b). They throw responsibility for the
answers back on the interrogators. Three of the seven are
our Lord's words from the cross. The second (23:43) and
third words (23:46) add substantially to our understanding
of what happened to Jesus after He died. The one
statement emphasized in the lesson is the first word from
the cross. Ask: Why are Jesus’ words from the cross so
important. How do His words make you feel?
9. Ask: What is Jesus’ first word from the cross?
10. Ask: How was Jesus able to forgive like this?
Use the following hints to help students discover the
answers:
Hint 1: what does Jesus call God?
Ans. 1: Despite all He had been through, He was still
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close enough to call Him His Father.
Hint 2: Remember Isaiah 53:12.
Ans. 2: He was doing what the early preachers said He
would do.
Hint 3: Remember what He taught in the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5-7) and in the Lord's Prayer (Matthew
6:9-13.
Ans. 3: Jesus was doing what He told others to do.
Hint 4: Remember Luke 19:10.
Ans. 4: He was doing what God sent Him to do.
Hint 5: Notice in His first word Jesus includes a reason the
Father should answer His prayer.
Ans. 5: Jesus returned good for evil, love for hate, and
showed mercy to His enemies.

Encourage Application

11. Pilate is an interesting case study. He makes a great
bad example. He did not do what was just and right. Have
your students identify some of the reasons for his poor
decisions and awful final judgment. Ask: What bad
decisions did Pilate make? Why did Pilate do what he
did? Make a “word web” with “Pilate” in the middle and
your students’ ideas in the bubbles around it:

Pilate

inscription quoted in the Gospel of Mark with the addition
of “this one” on the end. “This one” is clearly derogatory.
The Romans were mocking Christ. To the world still today
a crucified Christ is foolishness. Yet see the irony. The
inscription is 100% accurate. Read verse 38 to the class and
say: The sign on the cross over the head of Jesus was an
insult and part of His punishment, but it was not really an
insult. It was the truth! Jesus is the King of the Jews. Yes,
this One hanging on a tree was God’s plan for us!
♦ Quote: Make enough copies of the quote card below for
each group. Ask each group to read the card and then make
a list of what they learn from it and what they can do to put
it into practice (i.e. “grasp the glory of the cross” we can
remind ourselves once a month while taking communion).
Also have each group rewrite the quote in their own words
and then share it with the class.

“Life is wasted if we do not grasp the
glory of the cross, cherish it for the
treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the
highest price of every pleasure and the
deepest comfort in every pain. What was
once foolishness to us—a crucified
God—must become our wisdom
and our power and our only boast
in this world.”
- John Piper, Don't Waste Your Life (goodreads.com)

Say: Ask the Lord to keep you from having the kind of
weakness and sin that Pilate had.
12. Ask: When do you find it hard to forgive? Share what
happened when you had trouble forgiving someone?
13. How can we become more like Jesus in forgiving
others? Help the class apply the five answers they
discovered above. For example, from answer two: we
need to know the Bible and be committed to being doers
of the Word. Or from answer three: we need to practice
what we preach and say we believe.
Encourage: we have the Lord Himself at work in our lives
to help us forgive as He forgives.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ Verse 38. It was customary for the Romans to place a
placard above the heads of those being crucified. It usually
contained the convicted person's name and the crime for
which they were being executed. In Jesus' case, if we
maintain the Greek word order, the inscription reads, “The
King of the Jews this one.” This is exactly like the

Encourage Application

♦ Commentators discuss the identity of the “them” in Jesus'
first word from the cross. Surely among the “them” are the
different groups of mockers in verses 35-39. Luke gives a
litany of examples of “how they do not know what they are
doing.” Have the class specifically identify the spiritual
blindness and wrong assessments. Then ask: whom do you
know like this who needs your prayers?
♦ Talk with the class for a minute about things people
boast about. Then read what the apostle Paul says in Gal.
6:14: “I do not want to be proud of anything except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of the cross, the
ways of this world are dead to me, and I am dead to them.”
Ask your students: What would never boasting except in the
cross of Christ look like in real life? What difference might
you expect it to have in your life?
♦ Having studied the suffering and death of our Lord,
concluding in worship would be most appropriate. Use a
well known hymn like “The Old Rugged Cross” (sing, or
read or pray the lyrics), or introduce your class to an
incredible hymn that is far less known, “And Can It Be.”
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Lesson 13:
The Unbelievable
Resurrection of
Jesus Christ
Lesson Focus
Just as the Lord gradually and patiently worked in the lives of
the first disciples to bring them to full faith in the unbelievable
fact of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, so
it can be for us as well.
Focal Text
Luke 24:1-12, 33-49
Memory Verse
“Jesus said to them, ‘These are the things I told you while I was
yet with you. All things written about Me in the Law of Moses
and in the Books of the early preachers and in the Psalms must
happen as they said they would happen.’” Luke 24:44

Prior Preparation

♦ Check out the song: “He's Alive” (not “Alive,” not “He Is
Alive”). You choose the vocalist. Come prepared to play it
at the end of class, worshiping the risen Lord.
♦ make 3 cards with the three verses where Jesus predicts
His death and resurrection by cutting them out from the
next page and gluing or taping them on to index cards

Connect with Life

1. The lesson begins by considering historic events that
have occurred in our lifetime which are rather unbelievable.
Make sure the students understand how unbelievable might
be used. Have several students share events which they find
quite unbelievable. Have them explain why.
2. The faith of the first followers of Christ was severely
challenged by His crucifixion. They were devastated. But
God did not leave His people in despair. As the first Easter
progressed, little by little God built the evidence and grew
their faith. Whether at the beginning of the class, or
perhaps the end, see if a class member or two might want

to share a portion of their faith journey. Perhaps there is
something the Lord would have you share regarding how
He has grown your faith.

Guide the Study

3. Observation and background: Luke is a master at
blending history and theology. This chapter is filled with
pastoral and evangelistic application waiting to be
discovered and unpacked. Here is a quote and a comment
follows which serves as background for the whole
chapter:
“Judaism did not know of any anticipated resurrection
as an event of history.... Rather, a resurrection to …
[glory] always and without exception means the dawn of
God's new creation. Therefore the disciples must have
experienced the appearances of the Risen Lord as an
eschatological event, as a dawning of the turning point of
the worlds.” (Joachim Jeremias, New Testament
Theology, pp. 308-309).
Many first century Jews believed the same thing
about the resurrection that 21st century Christians do.
There will be a bodily resurrection of both the righteous
and the unrighteous at the end of the age. For Jesus'
disciples a bodily resurrection was not unbelievable (see
John 11:24). What they had a hard time imagining was a
genuine, last days, eternal life, bodily resurrection
occurring while human history continued on. That thought
was not on the radar. But that is what they got on that first
Easter Sunday. Unbelievable!
4. Ask: why were the women going to the tomb in the
early hours of Sunday morning?
5. Women were not afforded the right to bear witness in
first century Judaism.
Ask: Why do you think God blessed the women with the
gift of being the first to see the empty tomb and of being
the first to hear about the resurrection? (God rewards
faithfulness - Heb.11:6 - “A man cannot please God
unless he has faith. Anyone who comes to God must
believe that He is. That one must also know that God
gives what is promised to the one who keeps on looking
for Him.”; God blesses the meek and humble).
6. Ask: How do we know the two men who the women saw
in the tomb were angels? (clothing (Luke 9:29); suddenly
being there; women afraid, as in other times angels
appeared; knowing what God would not, not men; telling
about the resurrection; Luke 24;23 - “They did not find
His body. They came back saying they had seen angels in
a special dream who said that He was alive”).
7. Ask: Why didn't the eleven and the others believe the
women's witness? Add some word study insight to verse
11. The apostles and others thought the women's witness
“sounded like foolish talk” (NLV) or “nonsense” (NIV,
NAS, etc.). “Foolish talk” translates a unique word used
in medical settings of the delirious talk of the very
sick.” (Darrell L. Bock, Luke 9:51 – 24:53, p. 1996).
8. Discuss Peter. What he did. What he saw. His reaction.
Most commentators do not understand Peter's
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“wondering” or “marveling” as an expression of faith.
9. From verse 33-40, ask: why did the travelers return to
Jerusalem? What are the followers of Christ talking about
when the travelers get there? When Jesus suddenly comes
to them, what do the followers do? Why?
Why does Jesus so work so hard to convince His followers
that His is a bodily resurrection?
These questions can be used for small group
discussion for the larger class.

Encourage Application

10. Ask: What do we learn about helping grow the faith of
believers from the angels' message to the women at the
tomb? (use of good questions; teach, tell and show joy
about the truths of Christianity; show the truth of
everything by telling where it is found in the Bible)
11. Ask: What do verses 44-47 teach you about the Bible
and Jesus' teaching? Write all ideas on the board and
discuss them.
12. It has been said the resurrection is our mandate for
mission. Discuss that truth.
13. The good news of Jesus' resurrection is first
proclaimed by the pair of angels. Sharing the gospel is
heavenly work. Encourage your students to spend a few
minutes with the Lord and ask Him to help them to tell
many others about Jesus.
16. Pray Eph. 1:17-23 (NLV) for your class and close in
worship, using the song “He's Alive.”

Extra Teaching Ideas
Guide the Study

♦ Share with your students concerning the women going to
the tomb, that “...by wrapping the body with spices and
perfumes between layers of cloths, death's stench would
be calmed and decomposition slowed.” (Bock, p. 1877)
Similar to Jesus' anointing at Bethany (Mt. 26:6-13; Mk.
14:3-9), the ladies' went to the tomb to do something
beautiful and praiseworthy.
♦ Note: In verse 4 where it says the women “wondered
about” the open but empty tomb, “wondered” is the same
verb used in John 13:22 to describe the twelve in the
Upper Room when Jesus announces one of them will
betray Him. The disciples and the women were at a total
loss to know what to make of their respective revelations.
(This is a different Greek word than that used of Peter in
verse 12.)
♦ Have your students compare the beginning and end of
the Gospel of Luke, the birth stories with the account of
the resurrection. Observations might include the godly
Zecharias, Elizabeth, and Mary compared with the godly
women. Another comparison would be the humble social
status of Mary and Joseph, and of the shepherds, to be
matched by the social status of women, who are given the
blessing of being the first to receive resurrection
revelations (using the simpler vocabulary).

Encourage Application

♦ The other followers of Jesus did not believe the women.
Ask: What do you do when people do not believe what you
tell them about Jesus? Does fear of what others will say or
do keep you from speaking at all? What does Luke 24 teach
that can help you overcome your fear? Does your church
have avenues for sharing special experiences believers
have had with the Lord? What will you do this week?

Luke 9:22
He said, “The Son of Man must suffer
many things. The leaders and the
religious leaders and the teachers of
the Law will have nothing to do with
Him. He must be killed and be raised
from the dead three days later.”
Luke 9:44-45
“Remember these words. For the Son
of Man will be given over into the hands
of men.”
They did not understand these words
because it was hidden from them.
They did not know what Jesus meant
and were afraid to ask Him.
Luke 18:31-33
Then Jesus took the twelve followers to
one side and said,
“See! We are going up to Jerusalem.
All the things the early preachers wrote
about the Son of Man
are going to happen.
He will be given over to the people who
are not Jews. He will be made fun of.
He will be hurt. He will be spit on.
They will beat Him and kill Him.
After three days He will be raised again.”
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about your items and pictures. Ask students: Do you have
any Christmas traditions or family traditions for a
favorite holiday from your country? Allow plenty of
sharing time, being sure to ask some follow-up questions
for each of those who share (to show your interest in their
comments). Also encourage the students to ask each other
questions about traditions.

Guide the Study

2. Continue the discussion of Christmas traditions by
reading the introduction to the lesson. This will lead to the
question of seeking truth at Christmas. (The last sentence
in the introduction is: Are you ready to seek truth this
Christmas?)
3. As a transition, write on the board: “Today, people
seek_____.”

Today, people seek_____
Lesson Focus
Just like the wise men sought the King, we should also look for
ways to seek, worship and obey the King of kings.
Focal Text
Matthew 2:1-12
Memory Verse
“When they saw the star, they were filled with much joy.”
(Matthew 2:10)

Prior Preparation

♦ For Connect with Life #1: Gather wrapped boxes,
stockings, ornaments, etc., that represent the many
traditions from your family Christmas, and/or bring
Christmas photos showing some of those traditions and
Christmas music.
♦ For Encourage Application #8 and/or Extra Teaching
Ideas/Encourage Application: Write one word on each of
three index cards: GOLD, PERFUME, SPICES and put
each card in a box (different sizes of boxes would look
nice) and wrap each box as a special gift.
♦ If you will act out the story as described in the Extra
Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, you may want to
gather some costumes and props such as a star, sleeping
bags or mats, etc. to make your play more lively and
interesting. Make copies of the skit as needed.

Connect with Life

1. Put all the realia (real objects) of Christmas around the
room to make it look festive. Then share with the students
about some traditional traditions and some of your family
traditions that are associated with those things and other
items that you may not have been able to bring with you.
Also, show any pictures you may have of your family
participating in some of the traditions. Point out the word
“traditions” in the Word Study prior to explaining your
own traditions. Use the word often as you show-and-tell

After giving some time for pondering, ask how each
person would finish that sentence. Write every answer
given on the board in a list. Be prepared with some
answers to get them started such as happiness, love,
riches, power, etc.
One interesting possible answer would be “a hero.”
This would lead well into the lesson. Ask students to look
at the list and have them read the whole sentence with the
answers one at a time. Use what you know about your
group to decide if you will read them out loud together or
ask individuals to read them out loud. Say: In our lesson
today, there are people seeking something. We will learn
who was seeking the King of the Jews and what they did
when they found Him.
4. Ask a strong reader to read the first four paragraphs of
“Searching for Jesus” in the Study Guide. (The
subsections to be read are: “Jesus was born in the right
place” and “Jesus was born in the right family.”) This
gives some of the background for Matthew 2 from
Matthew 1, as well as Micah 5:1-2.
Note: These paragraphs in the Study Guide were
written for those who may have heard of Jesus but have
been confused about the circumstances of His birth
because of religious instructions from other religions. The
emphasis is on His birth being a miracle, His mother
being a virgin, and Jesus Himself being fully God and
fully man. These paragraphs are meant to teach the truth
of Scripture first-hand. The term “Son of God” was not
included in this study to prevent misunderstandings
among some students. The main emphasis is on the fact
that His coming was told about by prophets long ago and
everything happened as God meant for it to happen.
5. Make three columns on the board. At the top of each
column, write the following:

Herod

Wise Men

Jesus
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Say: As we read the Bible and the lesson, we will write
something about each of these people.
6. Have another student read Matthew 2:1-6 and then the
rest of the section “Searching for Jesus” (beginning at the
subsection “Jesus was born at the right time”). Or divide it
up by paragraphs if you have a larger class to give
everyone a chance to read.
7. Continue taking turns reading the Scripture section and
then the corresponding section of the Study Guide.
Be sure to stop and write words that the students give
you for each of the columns as the characters are
introduced and as they learn more about the characters.
Ask: What is Herod like? Who are the wise men? Why
did Jesus come to the earth? At the end, if they have not
yet been said, write these:

Herod

darkness
evil

Wise Men
seekers of
truth

Jesus

perfect love
source of life

Encourage Application

8. Divide the class into three groups. Pass out the three
gifts you prepared ahead of time, one to each group.
Say: When the wise men found Jesus, they opened
their bags and gave Him the gifts. Giving these gifts was
also an act of worship.
Tell each group to open their box to discover the gift
inside.
Say: Each gift said something important about the life
of Jesus: Gold is for kings, perfume for the priests to burn
in worship, and the spices were used to bury the dead.
They were all worth a lot of money.
What do you have of worth to give Him? Write some
things on the cards as a group and then share them with
the class.
9. Review what has been learned by having the students
answer the questions in Things to Think About and then
wrap up the study by reading “Things to Remember.”
10. Close in prayer ,emphasizing that would God help you
all to remember the true story of Christmas and to seek
Jesus this Christmas. Pray that each person will find a way
to honor Jesus as King of their life, not only at Christmas
but all year. Ask God to help all those who are seeking
Jesus to find Him.

Extra Teaching Ideas
Connect with Life

♦ Write the word TRUTH at the top of one side of the
board and the word MYTH at the top of the other side of
the board. Under these headings, list the following
information.

TRUTH

Jesus is born

MYTH

Santa Claus brings presents

Ask students to give other examples of things that

would go in each column from any area that they can think
of (i.e., not limited to Christmas).

Guide the Study

♦ During the reading of “Searching for Jesus,” if your
group has not heard the Christmas story from the Bible,
read it now or have a strong reader read it when Matthew
1:18-25 is referenced in discussion. Use the New Life
Version (NLV) or the New International Readers Version
(NIRV) at BibleGateway.com.

Encourage Application

♦ Act out Matthew 2:1-12 through a simple skit that walks
the class through the Bible text. Assign roles to the class:
 narrator
 wise men (Explain that we don’t know how many wise
men there were, but there were three gifts given to Jesus,
so tradition usually has three wise men represented.)
 Herod
 a religious leader of the Jews or several
 a teacher of the law or several
 Mary
 a two-year-old boy if available or assign a student
To get the whole class involved, assign any other students
to be part of the religious leaders and/or teachers of the law.
The narration and script are on the next page and may
be copied for all class members to use and follow along.
——————————
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Matthew 2:1-12
Narrator: Matt. 2:1
(During the narration, wise men walk to stand in front of
Herod.)

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in the country of
Judea. It was the time when Herod was king of that part of
the country. Soon after Jesus was born, some wise men
who learned things from stars came to Jerusalem from the
East.
Wise Men: Matt. 2:2
(One line read by each wise man.)

Where is the King of the Jews Who has been born?
We have seen His star in the East.
We have come to worship Him.
Narrator: Matt. 2:3-4a
(Herod and everyone else react in a worried way; then the
king calls the religious leaders and teachers of the law,
who join the scene)

King Herod heard this. He and all the people of Jerusalem
were worried. He called together all the religious leaders of
the Jews and the teachers of the Law.
Herod: Matt. 2:4b

Where is Christ to be born?
Religious Leaders together: Matt. 2:5

In Bethlehem of Judea.
Teachers of the Law: Matt. 2:6
(teachers say together)

You, Bethlehem of Judah, are not the least of the leaders
of Judah. Out of you will come a King Who will lead My
people the Jews.
Narrator: Matt. 2:7
(Herod sends away everyone except the three wise men.)

About what time did you see the star?
Wise Men:
(Wise men say this together.)

About two years ago, we saw the special star.

Herod: Matt. 2:8

Go to Bethlehem. Go and find the young Child. When you
find Him, let me know. Then I can go and worship Him also.
Narrator: Matt. 2:9-12
(As the narrator reads, the wise men go one way and Herod
walks off the other way. When the narrator reads about the
star, the wise men point up to the sky and follow it across
the sky until it stops.)

After the king had spoken, they went on their way. The star
they had seen in the East went before them. It came and
stopped over the place where the young Child was.
(As the narrator reads verse 10, they act very happy and
excited.)

When they saw the star, they were filled with much joy.

(As the narrator reads verse 11, they walk to the place
where they last pointed and find Mary and young Jesus.
They bow to the young boy and give him the gifts from their
bags.)

They went into the house and found the young Child with
Mary, His mother. Then they got down before Him and
worshiped Him. They opened their bags of riches and gave
Him gifts of gold and perfume and spices.
(As the narrator reads verse 12, they walk to another place
and lie down on mats or sleeping bags, wake up and
pretend to talk to each other, and then they go back a
different way than they came.)

Then God spoke to them in a dream. He told them not to go
back to Herod. So they went to their own country by another
road.

