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 What do we look for in a leader? 

Perhaps we consider how well the person 

speaks in public. Perhaps we look for 

someone who is known for their bravery. 

Maybe we hope a leader will have a lot of 

experience and plenty of education.  

 But what about the leader’s actions? Do 

we look for leaders who act with honor, 

honesty, and truthfulness? 

 What kind of leaders do you think God 

is looking for?  

 The Book of 1 Samuel introduces us to 

people who were part of Israel’s history from 

the time of the judges to the time of the kings. 

People such as Hannah, Samuel, Eli, Saul, 

David, Jonathan, Abigail, and Nabal fill these 

pages. The nation of Israel changed from a 

people ruled by God to a people ruled by a 

king. 

 The people wanted to be like the 

nations around them. Those nations were all 

ruled by kings. So they begged the prophet 

Samuel to give them a king. Samuel warned 

them that a king would not make their lives 

easier. But they asked again and again. 

Finally, the Lord gave them what they asked 

for — a king to rule them. Two times, God 
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showed Samuel the person who would be the 

next king. These two men were born to be 

Israel’s first royal leaders.  

 We are all called to be leaders in our 

homes, jobs, churches, and towns. Are you the 

kind of leader who listens to God?  

 This unit will help you learn more 

about being a godly leader — a leader who is 

full of honor and truth. 

1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Introduction 



Lesson 1 A Bold Prayer 1 Samuel 1:1-28 

Lesson 2 Hearing God’s Voice 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

Lesson 3 A Renewed Faith 1 Samuel 7:1-17 

Lesson 4 Israel Rejects God 
1 Samuel 8:4-22; 9:1-2, 
17-19,21; 10:1,17-24 

Lesson 5 Saul Makes a Bad Choice 1 Samuel 13:1-14 

Lesson 6 To Obey is Better 1 Samuel 15:1-3a; 9-31; 35 

Lesson 7 The Lord Looks at the Heart 1 Samuel 16 

Lesson 8 Faith to Face a Giant 1 Samuel 17:1-11, 38-51 

Lesson 9 David in the Court of King Saul 1 Samuel 18:1-16; 19:1-10 

Lesson 10 The Best of Friends 1 Samuel 20:1-17, 30-42 

Lesson 11 A Test of David’s Heart 1 Samuel 24 

Lesson 12 A Test of David’s Wisdom 1 Samuel 25:1-35 

Lesson 13 Saul’s Sad Ending 
1 Samuel 28:3-8,15-20;  
31:1-6 

Easter 
Lesson 

Seeing Jesus John 20:1-18 
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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Word List 

Lesson 1 

bold: strong and unafraid  

individual: a single person who is not part of 

a group  

prevent: to stop something; to keep 

something from happening 

  

Lesson 2 

discipline: to train someone to follow the 

rules  

honestly: to do something in a truthful way  

invitation: a note or other message that asks 

someone to come to an event  

obedience: the act of doing what someone 

says to do  

response: something said or done in reply 

  

Lesson 3 

abuse: to treat in a harsh or harmful way; to 

use power in order to hurt or damage 

someone  

longs: to feel a strong desire or wish to do 

something  

rescued: to save someone or something from 

danger or from harm 

 

Lesson 4 

mocked: laughed at; made fun of  

rejected: refused to accept  

terrifying: causing great fear 

 

 

Lesson 5 

heart: the place of the mind or will. 

panic:  fear that makes someone unable to 

act or think normally -- to become afraid and 

to rush to do something  

excuses: reasons you give for doing 

something 

  

Lesson 6 

sacrifice: a gift burned on an altar in worship 

 

Lesson 7 

anoint: to pour oil on a person to show that 

God has set him apart for a special job 

 

Lesson 8 

Elah: place where God’s people (Judah and 

Israel) were camped 

Israel: name of a group of God’s people; the 

Northern kingdom 

Judah: tribal name of God’s people; the 

Southern kingdom 

Philistine(s): an enemy of Israel 

slingshot: weapon that hurls a rock or stone 

at an enemy 

Socoh: place where the Philistines and God’s 

people were fighting 
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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Word List 

Lesson 9 

court: a king or queen and the people who 

live and work with him or her 

covenant: a serious promise made to another 

person or to God; a written agreement that is 

sometimes like a law  

jealousy: a very unfriendly attitude or feeling 

toward another person 

suspicious: having a feeling that something is 

wrong, or someone is behaving wrongly, or 

someone cannot be trusted 

 

Lesson 10 

house: a royal or noble family, including 

ancestors and all the people who are related 

to them 

crisis: a difficult or dangerous situation that 

needs quick attention 

oath: a formal and serious promise to tell the 

truth or to do something 

  

Lesson 11 

grace: favor from God that one does not 

deserve 

humble yourself: not proud; not thinking of 

yourself as better than other people  

repent: to be sorry for sin and set on not 

sinning again 

respect: to think highly of, to honor, to treat 

someone as though they are worthy 

 

 

Lesson 12 

advice: a suggestion or opinion about what 

someone should do 

emotion: a strong feeling 

insult: something said or done to offend 

someone to show they are of little value 

violence: the use of force to hurt someone or 

damage property 

 

Lesson 13 

idiom: a saying that does not seem to make 

sense but has a different meaning of its own  

priest: a person who has the job of doing 

religious ceremonies 

prophet: a person who tells messages from 

God 

relationship: the way two or more people or 

things are connected 

 

Easter Lesson 

deceive: to make someone believe something 

that is not true 

overwhelmed: affected in a very strong way 

recognize: to know and remember someone 

shocked: to be unusually surprised and upset 
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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Word List in Alphabetical Order 

abuse: to treat in a harsh or harmful way; to use 
power in order to hurt or damage someone   
(Lesson 3) 

advice: a suggestion or opinion about what someone 
should do (Lesson 12) 

anoint: to pour oil on a person to show that God has 
set him apart for a special job (Lesson 7) 

bold: strong and unafraid (Lesson 1)  
court: a king or queen and the people who live and 

work with him or her (Lesson 9) 
covenant: a serious promise made to another person 

or to God; a written agreement that is sometimes 
like a law (Lesson 9) 

crisis: a difficult or dangerous situation that needs 
quick attention (Lesson 10) 

deceive: to make someone believe something that is 
not true (Easter Lesson)  

discipline: to train someone to follow the rules 
(Lesson 2)  

Elah: place where God’s people (Judah and Israel) 
were camped (Lesson 8) 

emotion: a strong feeling (Lesson 12) 
excuses: reasons you give for doing something 

(Lesson 5) 
grace: favor from God that one does not deserve 

(Lesson 11) 
heart: the place of the mind or will (Lesson 5) 
honestly: to do something in a truthful way (Lesson 2) 
house: a royal or noble family, including ancestors 

and all the people who are related to them   
(Lesson 10) 

humble yourself: not proud; not thinking of yourself 
as better than other people (Lesson 11) 

idiom: a saying that does not seem to make sense but 
has a different meaning of its own (Lesson 13)  

individual: a single person who is not part of a group 
(Lesson 1) 

insult: something said or done to offend someone to 
show they are of little value (Lesson 12) 

invitation: a note or other message that asks 
someone to come to an event (Lesson 2) 

Israel: name of a group of God’s people; the 
Northern kingdom (Lesson 8) 

jealousy: a very unfriendly attitude or feeling toward 
another person (Lesson 9) 

Judah: tribal name of God’s people; the Southern 
kingdom (Lesson 8) 

 

longs: to feel a strong desire or wish to do something 
(Lesson 3) 

mocked: laughed at; made fun of (Lesson 4) 
oath: a formal and serious promise to tell the truth or 

to do something (Lesson 9) 
obedience: the act of doing what someone says to do 

(Lesson 2) 
overwhelmed: affected in a very strong way   

(Easter Lesson)  
panic: fear that makes someone unable to act or 

think normally; to become afraid and rush to do 
something (Lesson 5) 

Philistine(s): an enemy of Israel (Lesson 8) 
prevent: to stop something; to keep something from 

happening (Lesson 1) 
priest: a person who has the job of doing religious 

ceremonies (Lesson 13)  
prophet: a person who tells messages from God 

(Lesson 13)  
recognize: to know and remember someone    

(Easter Lesson)  
relationship: the way two or more people or things 

are connected (Lesson 13)  
rejected: refused to accept (Lesson 4) 
repent: to be sorry for sin and set on not sinning 

again (Lesson 11) 
rescued: to save someone or something from danger 

or from harm (Lesson 3) 
respect: to think highly of, to honor, to treat 

someone as though they are worthy (Lesson 11) 
response: something said or done in reply (Lesson 2) 
sacrifice: a gift burned on an altar in worship 

(Lesson 6) 
shocked: to be unusually surprised and upset  

(Easter Lesson)  
slingshot: weapon that hurls a rock or stone at an 

enemy (Lesson 8) 
Socoh: place where the Philistines and God’s people 

were fighting (Lesson 8) 
suspicious: having a feeling that something is 

wrong, or someone is behaving wrongly, or 
someone cannot be trusted (Lesson 9) 

terrifying: causing great fear (Lesson 4) 
violence: the use of force to hurt someone or damage 

property (Lesson 12)  
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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 

“I prayed for this boy, and the Lord has given 
me what I asked of Him.” (1 Samuel 1:28) 
 
Lesson 2 
“And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for Your servant 
is listening.’” (1 Samuel 3:10b) 
 
Lesson 3 
“Turn your hearts to the Lord and worship 
Him alone. Then He will save you….”  
(1 Samuel 7:3b) 
 
Lesson 4 
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to trust 
others.” (Psalm 118:9) 
 

Lesson 5  
“Only fear the Lord and be faithful to 
worship Him with all your heart. Think of  
the great things He has done for you.”  
(1 Samuel 12:24)  
  
 Lesson 6 
“Samuel said, ‘Is the Lord pleased as much 
with burnt gifts as He is when He is obeyed? 
See, it is better to obey than to give gifts. It is 
better to listen than to give the fat of rams.’”  
(1 Samuel 15:22)  
  
Lesson 7 
“For the Lord does not look at the things man 
looks at. A man looks at the outside of a 
person, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  
(1 Samuel 16:7b)  
 
Lesson 8 
“For the battle is the Lord’s and He will give 
you into our hands.” (1 Samuel 17:47b) 
 
 

Lesson 9 
“David did well in all that he did, because the 
Lord was with him.” (1 Samuel 18:14) 
 
Lesson 10 
“Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace. For 
we have promised each other in the name of 
the Lord, saying, “The Lord will be between 
me and you, and between my children and 
your children forever.”’” (1 Samuel 20:42a) 
 
Lesson 11 
“But I tell you, love those who hate you. Pray 
for those who do bad things to you and who 
make it hard for you.” (Matthew 5:44) 
 
Lesson 12 
“If your sinful old self is the boss over your 
mind, it leads to death. But if the Holy Spirit 
is the boss over your mind, it leads to life and 
peace.” (Romans 8:6) 
 
Lesson 13 
“If we tell Him our sins, He is faithful and we 
can depend on Him to forgive us of our sins. 
He will make our lives clean from all sin.”  
(1 John 1:9) 
 
Easter Lesson 
“...Because you have seen Me, you believe. 
Those are happy who have never seen Me 
and yet believe!” (John 20:29) 
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 Can you imagine driving in a city with 

no traffic laws? What if there were no road 

signs? What if there were no traffic lights? 

What if there were no speed limits? What if 

there were no lines on the road to mark the 

driving lanes? How would drivers know 

where to go? How would they avoid crashing 

into each other? Would drivers choose to 

drive at a safe speed?  

 Traffic laws are very important. They 

keep drivers going in the right direction. They 

warn drivers about many dangers. They 

prevent cars from crashing into each other. 

Traffic laws help keep people safe on the 

road. If people drove whatever way they 

wanted, many wrecks would happen. Many 

people would get hurt. Rules and laws help 

keep people safe. 

 God gave His people rules for living. 

God gave rules for individuals. He also gave 

rules for the whole nation. He chose judges to 

make sure that people followed these rules. 

This did not mean that people always 

followed His rules. In fact, the Bible says that 

things were very bad in the time of the judges. 

God’s people did not accept His power to 

make rules for them. Instead, they wanted to 

decided what was right for themselves. In 

those days, “each man did what he thought 

was right” in his own eyes (Judges 21:23).  

 

A Wife’s Pain (1 Samuel 1:1-8) 

 It was a bad time in the nation of Israel. 

But there were still some people who 

worshiped God. Elkanah took his family to 

worship at the altar in Shiloh each year (v. 3). 

Elkanah had two wives. One was named 

Hannah. The other was named Peninnah. 

Peninnah had sons and daughters. Hannah did 

not. During this time, men sometimes took a 

second wife. This often happened when the 

first wife could not have children. This is 

what Elkanah did. It caused problems in his 

family.  

Adult Bible Study  
in Simplified English 

 

1 Samuel:  
The Actions of a King 

 

Lesson 1:  
A Bold Prayer 

Bible Text 
1 Samuel 1:1-28 

 
Memory Verse 

“I prayed for this boy, and the Lord has given me 
what I asked of Him.” (1 Samuel 1:28) 

 
Word List 

bold: strong and unafraid 
individual: a single person who is not part of a 
group 
prevent: to stop something; to keep something 
from happening  



 Elkanah loved his wife Hannah very 

much (v. 5). This made Peninnah jealous of 

Hannah. Peninnah must have enjoyed making 

Hannah angry (v. 7). Peninnah liked to remind 

Hannah that she had no children. She often 

did this to Hannah when the family traveled to 

worship in Shiloh. Peninnah’s words made 

Hannah sad. Her words caused Hannah to cry. 

Having no children caused Hannah to feel 

deep pain.  

 

A Plea for Help (1 Samuel 1:9-18) 

 Hannah was hurting. Even so, Hannah 

worshiped the Lord at the altar in Shiloh. She 

was very troubled, but she still prayed. She 

did not allow her pain to keep her away from 

God. Hannah believed that God cared for her. 

She believed God had power to do things 

people cannot do. She had a strong faith in 

God. And she prayed a strong prayer.  

 In sorrow and tears, Hannah prayed. 

This was a bold act of faith. It would have 

been easy for Hannah to be angry at Peninnah. 

Peninnah enjoyed hurting Hannah. It would 

have been easy for Hannah to be angry at 

God. He had not given Hannah a child of her 

own. But Hannah did not do the easy thing. 

Instead, she turned to God. In faith, she asked 

God to give her a son. She even promised that 

her son would serve God in a special way    

(v. 10). 

 She cried and prayed so strongly that 

others watched her. Her lips moved, but her 

voice was silent. Eli, the priest, thought she 

was drunk. He asked her why she acted so 

strangely. When Eli talked to Hannah, she 

told him about her trouble. Eli understood her 

pain. He blessed Hannah. He asked God to 

answer Hannah’s prayer. Then Hannah left 

the altar. 

 

An Answered Prayer (1 Samuel 1:19-28) 

 Hannah returned home and kept 

worshiping God (v. 19). Some time later, God 

made it possible for Hannah to have a baby. 

He answered Hannah’s prayer for a son. She 

named him Samuel. The boy was very special 

to Hannah. He was a special gift from God. 

He was an answered prayer. Hannah was 

joyful. And she was grateful to God for her 

son.  

 Hannah was faithful to keep her 

promise. She loved and cared for her son. 

When he was old enough, she took him to 

Shiloh. She worshiped the Lord at Shiloh.  

She took Samuel to stay with Eli, who was 

the priest there. She did this so Samuel could 

learn to serve God in a special way. Hannah 

did what she told God she would do. And 

Samuel grew to be an important leader in 

Israel. 
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Things to Remember 

 Hannah trusted God in the middle of 

her pain. She prayed and worshiped God in 

the middle of her trouble. She did not turn 

away from God because of her sorrow. 

Instead, she was faithful to God and His 

ways. Hannah lived in a time when people 

did whatever they wanted to do. But Hannah 

was different. She did what God wanted her 

to do. Hannah’s faithful actions blessed her 

family with a new son. In time, this son 

would bless the nation as an important leader. 

 Hannah’s example is a blessing and 

encouragement to Christians who face many 

kinds of troubles today.   

1 Samuel 1:1-28  

1 There was a certain man from Ramathaim-

zophim of the hill country of Ephraim. His 

name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the 

son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, 

an Ephraimite.  

2 He had two wives. The name of one was 

Hannah. The name of the other was Peninnah. 

Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no 

children.  

3 This man would go from his city each year 

to worship and to give gifts on the altar in 

Shiloh to the Lord of All. Eli’s two sons, 

Hophni and Phinehas, were the Lord’s 

religious leaders there.  

4 On the day when Elkanah killed animals on 

the altar in worship, he would give part of the 

gift to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons 

and daughters.  

5 But he would give twice as much to Hannah, 

for he loved Hannah. But the Lord had made it 

so she could not have children.  

6 Peninnah would try to make her very angry, 

because the Lord would not let her have 

children.  

7 So it happened, year after year, each time 

Hannah went up to the house of the Lord, 

Peninnah would make her angry. Hannah 

cried and would not eat.  

8 Then her husband Elkanah said to her, 

“Hannah, why are you crying? Why are you 

not eating, and why is your heart sad? Am I 

not better to you than ten sons?” 

9 Then Hannah stood up after they had eaten 

and drunk in Shiloh. Eli the religious leader 

was sitting on the seat by the door of the 

house of the Lord.  

10 Hannah was very troubled. She prayed to 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Has someone ever tried to anger you? How did 
you respond? 
 

2. What do you do when you are in deep pain? 
 

3. Are you faithful to keep your promises to God?  
 

4. How do you respond to God when He gives you 
what you ask for in prayer? 
 

5. How do you respond when God chooses to 
answer prayers in a different way than you hope He 
will? 



21 Then Elkanah went up with all those of his 

house to give the Lord the gift on the altar in 

worship as he did each year, and to pay what 

he had promised.  

22 But Hannah did not go. For she said to her 

husband, “I will not go up until the child no 

longer needs to be nursed. Then I will bring 

him before the Lord, to stay there forever.”  

23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what 

you think is best. Stay here until he no longer 

needs to be nursed. Only may the Lord do as 

He has said.” So Hannah stayed and nursed her 

son until he no longer needed to be nursed.  

24 When she had finished nursing him, she 

took him with her to the house of the Lord in 

Shiloh, and the child was young.  

25 She brought a three year old bull, one 

basket of flour and a jar of wine also. Then 

they killed the bull, and brought the boy to Eli.  

26 Hannah said, “O, my lord! As you live, my 

lord, I am the woman who stood here beside 

you, praying to the Lord.  

27 I prayed for this boy, and the Lord has given 

me what I asked of Him.  

28 So I have given him to the Lord. He is given 

to the Lord as long as he lives.” And they 

worshiped the Lord there. 

the Lord and cried with sorrow.  

11 Then she made a promise and said, “O 

Lord of All, be sure to look on the trouble of 

Your woman servant, and remember me. Do 

not forget Your woman servant, but give me a 

son. If You will, then I will give him to the 

Lord all his life. And no hair will ever be cut 

from his head.” 

12 While she kept praying to the Lord, Eli 

was watching her mouth.  

13 Hannah was speaking in her heart. Her lips 

were moving, but her voice was not heard. So 

Eli thought she had drunk too much.  

14 Eli said to her, “How long will you be 

drunk? Put wine away from you.”  

15 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am 

a woman troubled in spirit. I have not drunk 

wine or strong drink, but I was pouring out 

my soul to the Lord.  

16 Do not think of your woman servant as a 

woman of no worth. For I have been speaking 

out of much trouble and pain in my spirit.”  

17 Then Eli answered, “Go in peace. May the 

God of Israel do what you have asked of 

Him.”  

18 And Hannah said, “Let your woman 

servant find favor in your eyes.” So she went 

her way and ate, and her face was no longer 

sad. 

19 The family got up early in the morning and 

worshiped before the Lord. Then they 

returned to their house in Ramah. Elkanah lay 

with his wife Hannah, and the Lord 

remembered her.  

20 The Lord made it possible for her to have a 

child, and when the time came she gave birth 

to a son. She gave him the name Samuel, 

saying, “I have asked the Lord for him.” 
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 There are many kinds of invitations. 

There are wedding invitations. There are 

dinner invitations. There are party invitations. 

There are invitations to attend graduation 

events. A person can even be invited to join a 

team or a company. It is always exciting to 

receive an invitation. It means that someone 

chose you. It means that someone wants you. 

Everyone likes to be chosen.  

 An invitation almost always makes 

people feel happy. An invitation is something 

to celebrate. In today’s lesson, God has a 

different kind of invitation for Samuel. God 

invited Samuel to share His words with the 

people of Israel. God’s invitation was a 

serious one. It was a great honor to speak 

God’s words. To do this, Samuel had to listen 

closely for God’s voice. Samuel needed to 

hear God’s words. And he needed to obey 

what God said.  

 Even today, God invites people to join 

Him in His work. Samuel’s response to 

God’s invitation was an important one. It is an 

example for Christians to follow. It shows 

how Christians can hear and obey God’s 

voice. 

Eyes to See (1 Samuel 3:1-4) 

 In those days, not many people listened 

for God’s voice. Even fewer heard God speak. 

The people of Israel did not seek God. But 

God was seeking people who would listen to 

Him. He chose to speak to young Samuel. 

Samuel stayed with the old priest Eli since he 

was a small child (1:24). He was “working for 

the Lord with Eli” (v.1).   

 At night, the lamp of God did not shine 

brightly. The candles burned down and did 

not give good light. The darkness outside at 

night made it hard to see. The old priest Eli 

had weak eyes. He did not see well at night 

time. Eli was also losing his spiritual sight. 
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His sons were very sinful. But Eli did not see 

their sin. He did not discipline them (2:12, 

25). So God chose not to speak to Eli. Instead, 

God chose to speak to young Samuel.  

  

Ears to Hear (1 Samuel 3:4-10) 

 One night, Samuel heard someone call 

his name. He thought Eli called him. So 

Samuel went to Eli. But Eli did not call him. 

So Samuel went back to his bed. Soon, 

Samuel heard his name again. He knew the 

voice. He returned to Eli and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me” (v. 6). But Eli had not 

called him. So Samuel returned to his bed. 

 Samuel heard his name a third time. 

Samuel was young. His ears worked well. His 

hearing was good. He knew what he heard. 

Yet again, Eli had not called Samuel. But this 

time Eli understood what was happening. Eli 

knew that Samuel heard God’s voice. God 

was calling Samuel’s name. Eli told Samuel 

how to answer when God called. The next 

time Samuel heard his name, he did as Eli 

said. Samuel said, “Speak, Lord, for Your 

servant listening” (v. 9). 

 Samuel was listening for God’s voice 

when others people were not. Often, God 

speaks to people who are listening for His 

voice. But many people are too busy to hear 

what He says. Their lives are full of many 

things. They are busy with their jobs, friends, 

and other activities. A busy life is a noisy life. 

People often fail to hear God speaking 

because of the noise in their lives. But Samuel 

was different. There was room for God in his 

life. He was able to hear God’s words when 

God spoke to him. 

 

Words to Speak (1 Samuel 3:11-14) 

 God wanted to speak to His people in 

Israel. But He knew few people were 

listening. So he shared His words with a 

young boy who could hear. God gave a 

special message to Samuel. It was a shocking 

message. God was not pleased with the people 

of Israel. He was not pleased with the old 

priest Eli. He gave Samuel a message to get 

their attention. 

 God was going to punish Eli’s family. 

God was angry because Eli’s sons were full of 

sin (2:12).  But Eli did not stop them from 

sinning (v. 13). God would make sure Eli and 

his family paid for their sins. This is the 

message God wanted Samuel to share with 

Eli. These were hard words to hear. They 

would be even harder words to share. 

 

A Heart to Obey (1 Samuel 3:15-21) 

 God’s words must have troubled 

Samuel. He had lived with Eli a long time. Eli 

took care of him and taught him to serve God. 

Now Eli would be punished. Samuel knew he 

must do what God said. He knew he must 

share God’s words with Eli. But Samuel was 
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afraid to tell Eli what God said to him that 

night (v. 15).  

 Eli had lived many years. He served 

God for a long time. He knew that God spoke 

to Samuel. So he called Samuel to him. He 

asked Samuel about the words God spoke. Eli 

knew God’s words were important. He did 

not want Samuel to hide God’s words. He 

told Samuel to speak honestly. And Samuel 

did what Eli told him to do. 

 Samuel obeyed God even when it was 

hard. God’s words might have made Eli 

angry. God’s words caused Eli much pain. 

Samuel could not know how Eli would 

respond. But Samuel did not let his fear keep 

him from doing what God said. God blessed 

Samuel’s obedience. He blessed Samuel and 

showed him great favor. All the people in 

Israel knew that Samuel was a man of God 

(v. 20). 

 

Things to Remember 

 God always wants to speak to His 

people. And He is always seeking people who 

are listening for His voice. But many people 

are busy. Their lives are full of activity and 

noise. They are not listening. They do not hear 

when God invites them to work with Him. 

They miss the chance to know God better by 

working closely with Him. 

 Doing what God says is simple. Even a 

young boy like Samuel can do what God says. 

But doing what God says is not always easy. 

Fear and worry often keep people from 

trusting God enough to do what He says.  A 

wise person listens for God’s voice. And a 

wise person obeys what he hears from God. 

Like Samuel, we can be God’s messengers to 

the world today. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Are you able to recognize God’s voice in your life? 
How does this happen?    
 

2. In what kinds of ways has God invited you to work 
with Him? 
 

3. In what ways are you like Samuel? In what ways 
are you like Eli? 
 

4. Have you ever had to share a hard message with 
someone? What happened? 
 

5. What makes your life too busy and too noisy to 
hear God’s voice clearly?  



to do a thing in Israel which will make both 

ears of everyone who hears it feel strange.  

12 On that day I will do all I have said I will do 

against the family of Eli.  

13 I have told him that I will punish his family 

forever for the sin he knew about. Because his 

sons brought the sin upon themselves, and Eli 

did not stop them.  

14 So I swear to the family of Eli that the sin of 

his family will not be paid for with gifts given 

on the altar forever.” 

15 Samuel lay down until morning. Then he 

opened the doors of the house of the Lord. But 

Samuel was afraid to tell Eli about the special 

dream.  

16 Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 

son.” And Samuel said, “Here I am.”  

17 Eli said, “What did the Lord tell you? Do 

not hide it from me. May God do so to you and 

more, if you hide anything from me of all He 

said to you.”  

18 So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. And Eli said, “It is the Lord. 

Let Him do what is good in His eyes.” 

19 Samuel grew. And the Lord was with him 

and made everything he said come true.  

20 All Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that 

Samuel had become a man of God.  

21 The Lord came again to Shiloh. For the 

Lord made Himself known to Samuel at 

Shiloh, by the Word of the Lord. 

1 Samuel 3:1-21 

1 Now the boy Samuel was working for the 

Lord with Eli. There were few words from the 

Lord given in those days, and there were not 

many special dreams.  

2 At that time Eli was lying down in his own 

place. His eyes had become weak and he 

could not see well.  

3 The lamp of God had not gone out yet. And 

Samuel was lying down in the house of the 

Lord where the special box of God was.  

4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and Samuel 

said, “Here I am.”  

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call you. 

Lie down again.” So Samuel went and lay 

down.  

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” So 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” But Eli 

answered, “I did not call you, my son. Lie 

down again.”  

7 Now Samuel did not know the Lord yet. 

And the Word of the Lord had not been made 

known to him.  

8 The Lord called Samuel again for the third 

time. He got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 

understood that the Lord was calling the boy.  

9 Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down. If He 

calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant 

is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down 

in his place. 

10 Then the Lord came and stood and called 

as He did the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is 

listening.”  

11 The Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about 
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 The stories in the news today are not 

good. Parents hurt children. Workers steal 

from their bosses. There are many wars in 

places around the world. Storms and 

earthquakes and fires destroy homes. 

Teachers do sex sins with students. Young 

girls and boys are sold as slaves. Many 

leaders tell lies and abuse their power. The 

world is full of sin.  

 The world was very sinful in Samuel’s 

time, too. People did many wrong things. 

They did not care about doing what God said 

was right. They wanted to make their own 

rules for living (Judges 1:25). God was not 

pleased with the people in Israel. He was 

angry about their sins. He waited a long time 

for them to do what was right. But they did 

not change the way they were living. So God 

punished the people of Israel.  

 Even the religious leaders were filled 

with sin. God punished them, too. The old 

priest Samuel died on the same day as his 

sons. His sons were killed in battle. Also,  

30,000 soldiers from Israel were killed in the 

same battle. God gave victory to the enemies 

of Israel. God’s people suffered much pain 

and many losses. God was trying to get the 

attention of His people. He wanted them to 

know He was angry about their sin. 

 God’s people felt His anger. The 

special box of God was even taken from 

Israel (4:22). God’s people thought God had 

left them forever (4:21). But God did not let 

Israel’s enemies have victory forever (5:6). 

God punished Israel’s enemies, too. He made 

them return the special box of God to Israel 

(5:11).  

 

Israel Returns to God (1 Samuel 7:1-6) 

 When this happened, Israel rejoiced! 

God’s people were thankful that the special 

box of God was returned to them. They took 

great care of the special box of God (v. 1). 
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They were sorry for their sins (v. 2). They 

began to listen for God’s voice. Samuel spoke 

God’s words to the people (v. 3). His message 

was simple. Samuel said, “Return to the Lord 

with all your heart” (v. 3).  

 God wanted people to worship Him 

with their whole lives. He did not want them 

to worship other false gods. God’s people 

listened to His words. The people of Israel did 

what God said. They stopped living in sinful 

ways. They prayed and worshiped God (v. 5). 

They offered gifts to God. They honored God 

by not eating food for one full day.  They told 

Him their sins (v. 6). Their actions showed 

they were sorry for their sins. The people of 

Israel returned to God.  

 Sin brings punishment, just like it did in 

the nation of Israel. God does not want people 

to keep living in sinful ways. He wants people 

to follow Israel’s example. He wants them to 

turn away from sin. Sin always brings sorrow 

and pain. God wants people to return to Him. 

He brings life and hope to people who turn 

away from sin.  

 

God Saves Israel (1 Samuel 7:7-11) 

 When Israel returned to God, God 

turned back to His people. God’s people were 

in danger from the Philistines. They were 

afraid for their lives (v.7). But they did not go 

back to their sinful ways. They did not go 

back to worshiping false gods. They kept 

seeking God. They prayed to God. They gave 

gifts to God. They did not stop (v.8).  

 God rescued His people from the 

Philistines. He did not just save them from 

their enemies. He did more than keep them 

safe. God gave Israel great victory over the 

Philistines (v. 12). Many Philistines were 

killed in battle. The Israelites pushed the 

Philistines far away from their land. 

 Christians today do not often fight 

enemy soldiers. But all Christians face hard 

battles. They battle against many kinds of 

strong forces. They may fight against people 

who are trying to destroy them. They may  

fight against problems they cannot solve. 

They may fight against pain and suffering. All 

Christians fight against the forces of sin and 

evil in their lives.  

 The people of Israel returned to God. 

Every Christian can do this. Christians can 

seek God with their whole hearts. God has 

power to give victory in any battle. 

 

God’s People Remember  

(1 Samuel 7:12-17) 

 Something important happened after 

Israel’s victory over the Philistines at Mizpah. 

Samuel marked the victory with a special 

stone. He led God’s people to remember 

God’s goodness. He led God’s people to 

remember God’s power. He led God’s people 

to be thankful for these things.   
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 God honored Samuel’s actions. The 

Philistines never had victory over Israel again 

during Samuel’s life (v. 13). All the people in 

Israel were blessed because of what Samuel 

did. They stayed safe and strong because of 

God’s protection. They lived in peace (v. 14). 

And they followed Samuel’s example in 

worshiping the Lord (v. 17). 

 It is important to follow the example 

Samuel set with the Ebenezer stone. The 

stone was not special or powerful. But the 

stone reminded God’s people of His special 

power. Remembering God’s power and 

goodness always leads people to worship 

Him. This kind of worship can keep people 

from turning to sinful ways of living. It 

protects them from the dangers of sin. 

Remembering God with a thankful heart 

brings joy and peace. 

 

 

Things to Remember 

 The nation of Israel was full of sin. But 

the people chose to return to God. Their 

actions showed God they were sorry for their 

sins. God saw how their hearts changed. He 

saved them from their enemies. God’s people 

remembered His goodness. They worshiped 

Him. And He brought peace to their land. 

 Sin always separates God from His 

people. But He is always waiting for them to 

turn away from their sin. He longs for His 

people to take just one step back to Him. 

When they do, He holds them close. He 

welcomes them back. He keeps them safe. 

God is mighty. He has power over all things. 

It is right to remember and praise Him. Then 

all people everywhere will turn away from sin 

and return to God! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What kinds of sin do you see in the world today?  
 

2. Has living in sinful ways ever led you far away 
from God? 
 

3. What happens when our actions show God that 
we are sorry for our sins? 
 

4. In what ways have you experienced God’s power 
to save you from your enemies? 
 

5. What kinds of spiritual battles are you facing in 
your life right now? 
 

6. Why is it important to remember when God works 
to save us from our enemies? 



9 Samuel took a young lamb and gave it as a 

whole burnt gift to the Lord. Samuel cried to 

the Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered him.  

10 As Samuel was burning the gift to the Lord, 

the Philistines came near to battle against 

Israel. But the Lord made a loud thunder that 

day against the Philistines, making them afraid. 

So they lost the battle with Israel.  

11 The men of Israel left Mizpah and went 

after the Philistines, killing them almost as far 

as Bethcar. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between 

Mizpah and Shen. He gave it the name 

Ebenezer, saying, “The Lord has helped us this 

far.”  

13 So the Philistines were beaten. They did not 

come into the land of Israel again. And the 

hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all 

the days of Samuel’s life.  

14 The cities the Philistines had taken from 

Israel were returned, from Ekron to Gath. Israel 

saved their land from the Philistines. So there 

was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 

16 Every year he went around to Bethel, Gilgal 

and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in all these 

places.  

17 Then he would return to Ramah, for his 

home was there. He judged Israel there also, 

and built an altar to the Lord. 

1 Samuel 7:1-17 
 

1 The men of Kiriath-jearim came and took 

the special box of the Lord and brought it to 

the house of Abinadab on the hill. They set 

apart his son Eleazar to keep the special box 

of the Lord. 

2 The special box stayed in Kiriath-jearim a 

long time, for it was twenty years. And all the 

family of Israel cried with sorrow for the 

Lord. 

3 Then Samuel said to all the family of Israel, 

“Return to the Lord with all your heart. Put 

away the strange gods and the false goddess 

Ashtaroth from among you. Turn your hearts 

to the Lord and worship Him alone. Then He 

will save you from the Philistines.”  

4 So the people of Israel put away from 

among them the false gods of Baal and 

Ashtaroth and worshiped the Lord alone. 

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel 

together at Mizpah, and I will pray to the 

Lord for you.”  

6 So they gathered at Mizpah. They got water 

and poured it out before the Lord as a gift, 

and did not eat that day. They said there, “We 

have sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel 

judged the people of Israel at Mizpah.  

7 The Philistines heard that the people of 

Israel had gathered at Mizpah, so the leaders 

of the Philistines went to battle against them. 

When the people of Israel heard about it, they 

were afraid of the Philistines.  

8 The Israelites said to Samuel, “Do not stop 

crying to the Lord our God for us, that He 

may save us from the Philistines.”  
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 Sometimes children do not understand 

what is best for them. When my son was four, 

he loved to jump on the bed. He liked the 

feeling of flying through the air. It was great 

fun for him. I told him many times to stop. I 

knew it was not safe. I knew that he would be 

badly hurt if he fell. But my active little boy 

kept bouncing on the bed. 

 One afternoon, there was a storm 

outside. My children could not play outside 

because of the rain and the lightning. So I sent 

them up to their rooms to play. I worked 

downstairs, washing the laundry and cleaning 

the kitchen. Suddenly, I heard a terrifying 

scream from the upstairs bedrooms. I could 

tell that something was very wrong.  

 I ran upstairs and found my son on the 

floor next to the bed. He was screaming in 

pain. And I could see that his arm was broken. 

He had not listened to my warnings. He was 

jumping on his sister’s bed after naptime. He 

landed on the floor and broke his arm. 

 The people of Israel were like my 

young son. God told them how to live. God 

said he would lead them. But the people of 

Israel did not listen to God. They did not want 

Him to lead them. They did not trust that God 

knew what was best for them.  

 

Israel Wants a King (1 Samuel 8:4-22) 

 Samuel ruled over Israel for many 

years as a strong leader. But his sons did not 

follow God like Samuel did (v. 3). They were 

not honest men (v. 4). They did not listen for 

God’s voice. They did not do the things God 

said. Samuel was an old man by this time. 

 The people of Israel did not want 

Samuel to be their judge any longer. They did 

not want Samuel’s sons to be judges, either. 

In fact, they did not want any judges to speak 

God’s message to them. Samuel always spoke 

God’s words to the people. He was a faithful 

leader. But God was the true king of Israel. 

Israel did not have a human king.  
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 Now Israel wanted a human king (v. 5). 

They wanted to be like other nations. Other 

nations had strong kings to lead them. They 

celebrated their kings when the kings led them 

in battle. Israel only carried the special box of 

God into battle. They had no king to celebrate. 

Other nations sometimes mocked them. 

 God is the only truly good king. He 

knew that human kings could not be trusted. 

They were filled with all kinds of sinfulness. 

But God’s people rejected Him (v. 8). God 

warned His people about this choice (vv. 10-

17). Samuel told the people that a king would 

treat them unfairly. He would force their sons 

to fight his battles. He would force their 

daughters to work. A king would steal from 

the people. 

 But the people would not listen to this 

warning. God gave them what they wanted (v. 

22). It is always dangerous to ignore God’s 

words. Even today, people who ignore God’s 

words face troubles. God knows what is best 

for His people. He wants what is good for 

them. It is never wise to reject Him. 

 
Saul Is Chosen 

 (1 Samuel 9:1-2, 17-19, 21) 

 Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin (v. 

1). There were many important men from 

Saul’s family (v.2). Saul was young, 

handsome, and very tall (v. 3). Many people 

liked Saul because of these things. When 

Samuel saw Saul, God spoke. He told Samuel 

that Saul would rule over Israel (v. 17). 

 Saul talked to Samuel. He knew that 

Samuel was a man of God. Samuel invited 

Saul to stay with him. The two men ate and 

talked (v.19). Saul was not sure why Samuel 

wanted to spend time with him. He was not 

from an important tribe in Israel (v. 21). But 

Samuel knew that God chose Saul to be king.  

 Samuel might have been confused 

about God’s choice. Of course, Saul was 

handsome. But that did not mean Saul would 

be a strong leader. Saul was not the most 

important man in his tribe. His tribe was not 

the most important one in Israel. He was not a 

likely king. But God chose Saul for His own 

purposes. He warned Israel what kind of king 

Saul would be. 

 

A King for Israel (1 Samuel 10:1, 17-24) 

 Samuel put special oil on Saul’s head. 

Samuel told Saul that God chose him as king 

(v. 1). Then Samuel gathered God’s people 

together. He reminded the people how God 

saved them from their enemies. He reminded 

the people that they were rejecting Him (v. 

19). And then Samuel called Saul in front of 

God’s people. But Saul was hiding from the 

people. This is not how a strong king acts. 

Still, the people foolishly cheered for Saul.  
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Things to Remember 

 For Christians, God is the king of their 

lives. He is a good king. He knows and loves 

His people. He knows what is best for His 

people. And He has power to bring good 

things to them. Rejecting God is a serious 

thing. Hard things happen when a person 

rejects God. We are often like the people of 

Israel. We reject God’s leadership in our 

lives. When we do, we miss God’s good 

plans for our lives. We should always honor 

and follow God closely. 

1 Samuel 8:4-22; 9:1-2, 17-19, 21; 10:1, 17-24  
 

4 Then all the leaders of Israel gathered together 

and came to Samuel at Ramah.  

5 They said to him, “See, you have grown old, 

and your sons do not walk in your ways. Choose 

a king to rule over us like all the nations.”  

6 But Samuel was not pleased when they said, 

“Give us a king to rule over us.” And Samuel 

prayed to the Lord.  

7 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice 

of the people in all they say to you. For they have 

not turned away from you. They have turned 

away from Me, that I should not be king over 

them.  

8 They are doing to you what they have done 

since the day I brought them out of Egypt until 

now. They have turned away from Me and 

worshiped other gods.  

9 So listen to their voice. But tell them of the 

danger and show them the ways of the king who 

will rule over them.” 

10 So Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the 

people who had asked him for a king.  

11 He said, “This will be the way the king will 

rule over you. He will take your sons and make 

them drive his war-wagons, be his horsemen, and 

run in front of his war-wagons.  

12 He will choose leaders of thousands and of 

fifties. He will choose men to plow his ground, 

gather his grain, and make objects for war and for 

his war-wagons.  

13 He will take your daughters to make perfume, 

work with the food, and make bread.  

14 He will take the best of your fields and vines 

and olives, and give them to his servants.  

15 He will take a tenth part of your grain and 

your vines to give to his leaders and his servants.  

16 He will take your men servants and your 

women servants and the best of your cattle and 

your donkeys, and use them for his work.  

17 He will take a tenth part of your flocks, and 

you yourselves will be made to work for him.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Why do people reject God’s leadership? 
 

2. Have you ever rejected God before? What 
happened when you did this? 
 

3. Do you believe that God knows what is best for 
you? Why or why not?  
 

4. What qualities in a leader are most important? 



10:1 Then Samuel took a bottle of oil and poured 

it on Saul’s head. He kissed him and said, “Has 

not the Lord chosen you to be a ruler over His 

land? 

... 

10:17 Then Samuel called the people together to 

the Lord at Mizpah.  

18 He said to the people of Israel, “This is what 

the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel 

out of Egypt. I saved you from the power of the 

Egyptians, and from the power of all the nations 

that made it hard for you.’  

19 But today you have turned away from your 

God, Who saves you from all your troubles. You 

have said, ‘No! Have a king rule over us!’ So now 

come before the Lord, by your family groups and 

by your thousands.”  

20 When Samuel brought all the families of Israel 

near, the name of the family group of Benjamin 

was drawn.  

21 Then he brought the family group of Benjamin 

near by its families, and the name of the Matrite 

family was drawn. Then the name of Saul the son 

of Kish was drawn. But when they looked for him, 

he could not be found.  

22 So they asked the Lord, “Has the man come 

here yet?” The Lord said, “See, he is hiding among 

the bags.”  

23 They ran and brought him from there. And 

when he stood among the people, he was a head 

taller than any of them.  

24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him 

whom the Lord has chosen? For sure there is no 

one like him among all the people.” So all the 

people called out and said, “Long live the king!”  

 

18 You will cry out in that day because of your 

king you have chosen for yourselves. But the 

Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

19 But the people would not listen to Samuel. 

They said, “No! We will have a king rule over 

us,  

20 so we may be like other nations. Our king may 

rule over us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.”  

21 After Samuel heard all the people’s words, he 

told the Lord what they had said.  

22 The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to their 

voice, and choose a king for them.” So Samuel 

said to the men of Israel, “Every one of you go 

home to his city.” 

... 

9:1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name 

was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the 

son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite. 

He was a powerful man of action.  

2 He had a son whose name was Saul, a good-

looking young man. There was not a man among 

the people of Israel who was better looking than 

he. He was a head taller than any of the people. 

... 

9:17 When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to 

him, “Here is the man I told you about. He is the 

one who will rule over My people.”  

18 Then Saul came to Samuel in the gate, and 

said, “Tell me, where is the man of God’s 

house?”  

19 Samuel answered Saul and said, “I am the 

man of God. Go up before me to the high place. 

For you will eat with me today, and tomorrow I 

will let you go. And I will tell you all that is on 

your mind. 

… 

21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjamite, from 

the smallest of the family groups of Israel? Is not 

my family the least important of all the families 

of Benjamin? Why then do you speak to me this 

way?” 

... 
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 When I was a child, we played games 

outside with other neighbor children. One of 

the games was called “Mother May I?” 

The leader would line everyone up. You had 

to listen for your name and how far you could 

move. You might hear, “Take two giant steps 

forward,” or “Take three baby steps.” You 

could only move if you asked, “Mother, may 

I?” You had to start all over if you did not 

listen carefully and ask, “Mother, may I?”

 This Bible lesson tells about a time 

when King Saul forgot to listen to what God 

had told him to do. He did not ask God if he 

could do something. Because of that, he 

would no longer be king.  

 

A Good Beginning (1 Samuel 13:1-4) 

 God gave Israel what they wanted. 

They wanted a king. Saul was tall. He was a 

good fighter. One of his important jobs was to 

protect his people.  

 Israel had enemies all around them.  

When Saul became king he started a battle 

with the Philistines. This battle was important 

to protect Israel. 

 Saul had chosen 

3,000 men of Israel as his 

soldiers. He had 2,000 

men with him at 

Michmash. His son, Jonathan, had 1,000 men 

at Gibeah, their hometown. Saul sent all the 

others home to their tents.  

 Jonathan fought a small group of the 

Philistines in Geba. This was a few miles 

from Jerusalem. He won. Soon all the other 

Philistines learned about it.  

 Saul blew his trumpet through all the 

land. All of Israel now heard the news. They  

knew that now the Philistines would really 

hate them. In Old Testament times, the 

Israelites gathered when they heard the sound 

of a trumpet. This was how news travelled 

quickly. This time, the trumpet called people 
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together for war. Saul was at Gilgal, the place 

where he had been made king (1 Samuel 

11:14-15). Gilgal was about 11 miles from 

Geba. 

 At this time, Saul’s army did not have 

many things to fight with. The enemy had a 

large army and they fought with iron swords 

and spears. The Philistines were the only ones 

who knew how to make them. Israel had only 

wooden sticks and stones. Saul called for his 

army to meet him at Gilgal.  

 Saul soon began to feel very proud of 

himself. He thought since he was king he 

could do anything he wanted. His real 

problem was that he did not trust in God. He 

began to disobey God. Samuel, the man of 

God, had warned him that God was not happy 

with him. 

 

A Fearful Time (1 Samuel 13:5-7) 

 The Philistines gathered thousands of 

war-wagons and horsemen. They had 

thousands of others who came to fight. The 

soldiers of the Philistines looked like they 

were as many as the sand at the sea shore. 

They put up tents at Michmash.  

 Saul’s army was small. The people of 

Israel knew they were in trouble. What did 

they do? They panicked. They hid themselves 

wherever they could find a place. They hid in 

caves, graves, hillsides, bushes, wells, and 

cracks in the earth. Some even went across the 

Jordan River to the land of Gad and Gilead. 

Saul was still in Gilgal. The people had 

thought Saul would be a good king. But Saul 

did not always trust God. He brought them 

trouble. 

 

A Foolish Choice (1 Samuel 13:7-9)   

 Samuel was the one who spoke for God 

in Israel. God had told Samuel to choose Saul 

to be the leader of Israel. Saul should have 

listened to Samuel. 

 Samuel told Saul to wait in Gilgal for 

seven days until he returned. Saul was to meet 

Samuel to offer worship gifts before he went  

to battle. Together, they would be ready to 

receive God’s help. Samuel did not come at 

the time he said. Saul panicked. He decided 

not to wait any longer. His army was running 

away.   

 This was a hard time for Saul. A huge 

army was ready to fight Israel. Saul’s soldiers 

were running away out of fear. Hard times 

show how much a person trusts and obeys 

God. Samuel had told Saul what to do. Saul 

did not do it.   

 This was the time of true testing for 

Saul. If Saul had been a true man of faith and 

prayer ,he would have listened to Samuel. He 

would have chosen to obey God. 

 Samuel had still not arrived. Saul 

decided he would be the one to make the 

burnt gift. He knew that was against God’s 
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laws. He should have waited for Samuel. He 

put himself above Samuel and above God.  

 It was the seventh day. Saul chose not 

to wait any longer. He told the people to bring 

him the burnt gift and the peace gift. He 

chose to give the burnt gifts himself. He 

chose not to wait for Samuel.  

 

Bad End (1 Samuel 13:10-14) 

 As soon as he had finished the offering, 

Samuel arrived. Samuel asked Saul, “What 

have you done?” It was an important 

question. 

 Saul’s actions showed that he did not 

have faith. He did not obey God. He did what 

he wanted to do. This is sin. Saul had heard 

Samuel tell him to wait and he would come  

help, but Saul was afraid. Saul offered up his 

own worship gift. Saul lost God’s help. 

 Saul also would not say he had done 

wrong. He gave excuses like: “You did not 

come when you said you would. My army 

was all leaving. The big army of the 

Philistines was getting together. I knew we 

could not wait any longer, so I forced myself 

to offer the burnt offering.” 

 Samuel told Saul he had done a foolish 

thing. Saul had not kept the Law that the Lord  

God gave him. Saul was guilty of doing the 

wrong thing. Samuel said more, “For now, the 

Lord would have made your rule over Israel 

last forever. But now ,your rule will not last.”  

Saul learned God would take his rule away 

and choose another man to be Israel’s king, a 

man who will obey Him. 

 King Saul had sinned. God wanted a 

man after His own heart, not one who chose 

to do his own will. Saul did not have to be 

perfect. But when he sinned, he needed to tell 

God he was sorry. He needed to ask for 

forgiveness. He pushed God away. He chose 

his own way. God was not first in his heart. 

 

Things to Remember  

 What worries you? What gives you 

fear? What lessons about fear can we learn 

from Saul? Saul was so worried that he forgot 

God would always protect him. He chose fear 

instead of faith. He made excuses to God.   

 We do not want to panic and disobey 

God the way Saul did. Saul put others in 

danger when he disobeyed God. Whenever we 

are worried, we should remember to trust God. 

We can learn to focus on God and not focus 

on our problems.   
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What made Saul so afraid? What causes you to 
be afraid today? 
 

2. Why did Saul not trust God to help and save him? 
What makes it hard for us to trust God? 
 

3. When were you afraid and made the wrong 
choice? 
 

4. When hard times come and you are really afraid, 
what can you do to keep trusting God? 
 

5. How can you become a person closer to God’s 
own heart? 



he was still in Gilgal, and all the people 

followed him in fear.  

8 Saul waited seven days, the time set by 

Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal. 

And the people were leaving him. 

9 So Saul said, “Bring me the burnt gift and 

the peace gifts.” And he gave the burnt gift to 

the Lord.  

10 As soon as he finished giving the burnt gift, 

Samuel came. Saul went out to meet him and 

say hello.  

11 But Samuel said, “What have you done?” 

Saul said, “I saw that the people were leaving 

me. You did not come when you said you 

would. And the Philistines were gathering at 

Michmash. 

12 So I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come 

down upon me at Gilgal, and I have not asked 

for the Lord’s favor.’ So I made myself give 

the burnt gift.” 

13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done a 

foolish act. You have not kept the Law that the 

Lord your God gave you. For now the Lord 

would have made your rule over Israel last 

forever.  

14 But now your rule will not last. The Lord 

has found a man who is pleasing to him in 

every way. He has chosen him to rule over his 

people, because you have not obeyed the 

Lord.”  
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1 Samuel 13:1-14  

1 Saul was forty years old when he began to 

rule. He ruled over Israel thirty-two years.  

2 Saul chose 3,000 men of Israel. There were 

2,000 of them with Saul in Michmash and in 

the hill country of Bethel. And 1,000 were 

with Jonathan at Gibeah of Benjamin. But he 

sent away the rest of the people, each to his 

tent.  

3 Jonathan destroyed the place where the 

Philistine soldiers were in Geba, and the 

Philistines heard of it. Then Saul sounded the 

horn through all the land, saying, “Let the 

Hebrews hear.”  

4 All Israel heard the news that Saul had 

destroyed the place where the Philistine 

soldiers were. And they heard that Israel had 

become a hated thing to the Philistines. Then 

the people were called out to join Saul at 

Gilgal. 

5 The Philistines gathered to fight against 

Israel, with 30,000 war-wagons, 6,000 

horsemen, and people like the sand on the sea 

shore. They came and set up their tents at 

Michmash, east of Beth-aven. 

6 The men of Israel saw that they were in 

trouble. The people were in a place of danger. 

So the people hid themselves in caves, 

bushes, hill-sides, graves and wells.  

7 Some of the Hebrews crossed the Jordan to 

the land of Gad and Gilead. But as for Saul, 
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 I found a new cookie cutter. It was 

almost a perfect circle, but one part looked 

like a bite had been taken out of it. No one 

wants a cookie someone has already taken a 

bite from. Those cookies will all be mine! 

 Now, what if your friend asked if you 

wanted a perfect cookie. You would probably 

say, “Yes.” What if your friend ate part of the 

cookie before giving it to you. What would 

you think? We learn in this lesson that God 

does not want us to keep a part of ourselves 

from Him. He wants us to love and obey Him 

with all that we have.  

 

Samuel Tells Saul What to Do 

(1 Samuel 15:1-3a) 

 Samuel had two jobs. He was Israel’s 

judge and he was the one who spoke for God. 

He brought messages to the nation from God. 

He was sent by God to choose the first and 

second kings of Israel. He did both of these 

with Saul in the first verse of chapter 15. 

 Saul was Israel’s first king. He started 

well. He would ask Samuel to tell him what 

God wanted. Samuel offered sacrifices to 

God before going to fight. But then Saul 

disobeyed God is front of all the people. And 

he would not say he was wrong. He made 

excuses for his sin and blamed others. 

 Saul seemed to think he could control 

God with sacrifices. Saul thought he could 

control the One True God Who made all the 

world. God is not like the gods of the people 

who lived around Saul. Samuel called God, 

“The Lord of All.” 

 God told Samuel to tell Saul to fight 

against the Amalekites. From the time of 

Moses, the Amalekites had always tried to 

hurt God’s people. They lived in the land 

between the south part of Israel and Egypt.

 God had been patient with the 

Amalekites for a long time. They stole 

animals and crops. They attacked others. It 

was time for them to be punished. Saul and 

his army were told not to take any prisoners. 

They were not to bring home any animals. 
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God did not want Israel to learn the ways of 

these people, or to worship their gods. 

 

Saul Defeats the Amalekites 

(1 Samuel 15:9)                         

 Saul seemed to obey God’s words. He 

had a large army of 210,000. He first warned 

the Kenite people to move out of the way. 

They had shown kindness to the Israelites 

when they came out of Egypt. 

 Saul’s army defeated the Amalekites. 

But Saul did not obey all of God’s words.  He 

let King Agag live. He let the best of the 

animals live. It seems that Saul decided he 

would save what he thought was best and then 

bring it to God. But nothing from the 

Amalekites could be good enough to give to 

God. Saul partly obeyed. Saul obeyed when 

he wanted to. They destroyed only the things 

they did not want. Saul did not obey.  

 

God Says Saul Cannot Be King                               

(1 Samuel 15:10-24) 

 Samuel heard from God. The news was 

not good for Saul. He had turned from God 

and not done what God told him. Samuel was 

very troubled and prayed all night.  Samuel 

went to meet the king early the next morning.  

 Samuel knew that Saul had disobeyed 

God’s words. He kept the Amalekite king 

alive, as well as the best of everything else. 

Saul had done what he thought was best. He 

did what he thought would be pleasing.   

 Samuel also heard that Saul had gone to 

Carmel to set up a stone to honor himself. 

Saul had become proud. He was proud he had 

won the battle. Everyone who saw the stone 

would say how great He was. He did not give 

honor to God. Saul was returning from the 

battle that he had won. He was pleased with 

himself. 

 Saul met Samuel in Gilgal. Samuel 

heard the sounds of the animals. He knew 

very well that Saul did not destroy the 

animals. God had given Saul another chance 

to obey. But Saul had wanted to use his 

power. It had made God sorry that Saul did 

not obey Him.  

 Samuel went to the place where Saul 

was giving sacrifices. These gifts were the 

animals God had told him to destroy and not 

bring back. He knew Saul had not obeyed. 

 God said it is better to obey than do 

what you think best. What is in your heart is 

more important than the act of giving 

sacrifices. The best gift is a heart that is sorry 

for sins. God would not allow Saul to be king. 

Saul was full of pride. He thought of himself 

as an important man. He made God small. 

That is sin. 

 

Saul Is Sorry, But It Is Too Late                                       

(1 Samuel 15:24-31; 35) 

 Saul was sorry that he would not be 

king. But he did not seem to be sorry that he 
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had not obeyed God. When he met with 

Samuel, he blamed others. He said it was the 

people who made him do the wrong thing. He 

said he feared the people and so he had to do 

what they wanted. 

 Saul should have said that what he had 

done was wrong and tried to do better. 

Instead, he asked Samuel to fix things for 

him. As Samuel turned to leave, Saul grabbed 

his coat so tightly that it tore. Saul really 

wanted Samuel to go with him to give the 

gifts he had wrongly kept. 

 Samuel told Saul that in the same way 

Saul had torn his coat, God had torn the 

kingdom of Israel from him and would give it 

to someone else. These words were a clear 

picture that Saul would no longer be king. 

Someone else would be king. 

 Saul saw that his bad actions were 

bringing him trouble. He asked Samuel to 

forgive him. He did not go to God and ask 

God to forgive him. Samuel told him that 

God cannot be bought or made to do what we 

want. God is not like the gods of those people 

around them. He is the Lord of All. 

 Saul asked Samuel to go with him to 

worship. He was not sorry for what he had 

done wrong. He thought it would look bad if 

Samuel did not go with him. Saul cared more 

for what was on the outside than with what 

was in his heart. He just wanted the people to 

see them together at the worship time. 

 So Samuel went back with Saul to 

worship God. After this, Samuel left Saul. 

They lived only 10 miles apart. But Samuel 

never went to visit Saul again. Samuel was as 

sad about Saul as if he had died. And God was 

sad about the first king of Israel, too. Saul 

continued to rule Israel until he died many 

years later. But from this day, Saul had many 

problems. He was not a good leader. 

 

Things to Remember 

 God wanted the king of the Israelites to 

follow and obey Him. He wanted a king He 

could trust. God wanted the king to listen to 

Him and love Him. Samuel was very sad 

about Saul’s sin and punishment. God said it 

is better to obey than give gifts. 

————————————————— 

1 Samuel 15:1-3a; 9-31; 35 
 

1 Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to 

choose you to be king over His people Israel. 

Now listen to the Words of the Lord.  

2 This is what the Lord of All says. ‘I will punish 

Amalek for what he did to Israel in standing  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What are some of the reasons (excuses) Saul 
tried to give to tell why he had not obeyed God?  
 

2. What reasons do we give when we disobey God? 
Does it matter if we do only small things that are 
wrong? 
 

3. Have you ever changed what God wanted you to 
do so that it was more the way you wanted? 
 

4. Do you try to show others a face that is different 
than how you really are?   
 

5. What does it mean to you when we say that God 
sees your heart? 



20 Saul said to Samuel, “I did obey the voice of 

the Lord. I went where the Lord sent me. I have 

brought Agag the king of Amalek. And I have 

destroyed the Amalekites.  

21 But the people took some of their things that 

were left. They took sheep and cattle and the best 

of the things to be destroyed, to give to the Lord 

your God at Gilgal.”  

22 Samuel said, “Is the Lord pleased as much with 

burnt gifts as He is when He is obeyed? See, it is 

better to obey than to give gifts. It is better to listen 

than to give the fat of rams.  

23 To go against what you are told is like the sin 

of witchcraft. Not to obey is like the sin of 

worshiping false gods. You have turned away from 

the Word of the Lord. So He has turned away from 

you being king.” 

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I 

have sinned against the Word of the Lord and your 

words, because I was afraid of the people and 

listened to them.  

25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and return with 

me, that I may worship the Lord.”  

26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with 

you. For you have turned away from the Word of 

the Lord. And the Lord has turned away from you 

being king over Israel.”  

27 As Samuel turned to go, Saul took hold of part 

of his clothing, and it tore.  

28 So Samuel said to him, “Today the Lord has 

torn the rule of Israel away from you. He has given 

it to your neighbor who is better than you.  

29 And the shining greatness of Israel will not lie 

or change His mind. For He is not a man that He 

should change His mind.”  

30 Saul said, “I have sinned. But I beg you, honor 

me now in front of the leaders of my people and in 

front of Israel. Return with me, that I may worship 

the Lord your God.”  

31 So Samuel returned with Saul, and Saul 

worshiped the Lord. 
 

... 35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day 

of his death. But Samuel was filled with sorrow 

because of Saul. And the Lord was sorry that He 

had made Saul king over Israel. 

against them on the way, when they came up 

from Egypt.  

3 Now go and destroy Amalek. Destroy all they 

have, and do not let them live.  
 

...9 But Saul and the people did not kill Agag and 

the best of the sheep, the cattle, the fat animals 

ready to be killed, the lambs, and all that was 

good. They would not destroy them. But they 

destroyed everything that was hated and was of 

no worth. 

10 The Word of the Lord came to Samuel, 

saying,  

11 “I am sorry that I have made Saul king. For he 

has turned away from following Me. He has not 

done what I told him to do.” Samuel was much 

troubled in his heart. He cried out to the Lord all 

night.  

12 When Samuel got up early in the morning to 

meet Saul, he was told, “Saul came to Carmel 

and set up a stone in his honor. Then he turned 

and went down to Gilgal.”  

13 Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, 

“May the Lord bring good to you. I have done 

what the Lord told me to do.”  

14 But Samuel said, “Then why do I hear the 

sounds of sheep and cattle?”  

15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the 

Amalekites. For the people saved the best of the 

sheep and cattle to give to the Lord your God. 

But we have destroyed all the rest.”  

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell 

you what the Lord said to me last night.” And 

Saul said to him, “Speak.” 

17 Samuel said, “Is it not true that even when you 

were not important in your own eyes, you were 

made the head of the families of Israel? The Lord 

chose you to be king over Israel.  

18 And the Lord sent you to go and destroy the 

sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them 

until they are no more.  

19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the 

Lord? You rushed upon what was left after the 

battle and did what was sinful in the Lord’s 

eyes.” 
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 Our son finds rocks. Not just any kind 

of rocks, but special rocks. Some may look 

ugly when he first finds them. Most people 

would just walk on them and not see them. 

But he knows they have beauty on the inside. 

When he is finished polishing and shaping 

them, they are works of art.  

 This lesson tells of a boy whom God 

chose to be king. Others did not see what God 

saw. But God is able to see what is in a man’s 

heart.    

Time for a Change                                             

(1 Samuel 16:1-5) 

 God did not let Samuel stay home 

feeling sad about what happened to Saul. God 

had another job for Samuel to do. He told him 

to go to Bethlehem, a few miles from 

Jerusalem with a cow horn of oil. Saul was 

told to be ready to anoint a new king. 

 God was going to choose another king 

from the family of Jesse. Jesse was the 

grandson of Ruth and Boaz. His great-

grandmother was Rahab, who had helped the 

Israelites during the time of Joshua. This was 

a family from the tribe of Judah. Jesse’s 

family shows that God’s people were from 

many nations.     

 Samuel was not so sure he wanted to go 

do this. He was afraid that King Saul would 

hear of his trip. Saul still had power. God told 

Samuel again to go to Bethlehem and offer a 

gift to God in worship. God told Samuel He 

would show him what to do. Samuel trusted 

God and obeyed him. 

 The leaders at Bethlehem were afraid 

of Samuel because they knew he spoke words 

from God. Sometimes he went to towns as a 

judge. But this was a peaceful visit. Samuel 

invited Jesse and his sons to a worship meal.  

 

Seeing as God Sees (1 Samue1 6:6-13) 

 Samuel listened to God. God said that 

He had chosen one of Jesse’s sons. Eliab was 
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Jesse’s first son. Samuel thought this son was 

the one. He was tall and good-looking. He 

looked like a king. Samuel thought he would 

be a good leader.  

 But that had been the problem with 

Saul. He looked good, but God knew his 

heart. Inside Saul was proud and he would not 

obey all that God told him to do. God does not 

look at what we see, but on who the person 

really is.  

 Jesse brought his son Abinadab for Saul 

to see. God said Abinadab was not the right 

one. Then Shammah came. God said he was 

not the right one. One by one, Jesse’s sons 

came past Samuel. One by one, God rejected 

each of them. None of them was God’s 

choice. 

 Samuel asked Jesse if he had other 

sons. There was one more son. But no one 

thought he was very important. He was young. 

He was not the oldest. He was not the 

strongest. He was a shepherd boy.  

 The men of Jesse’s family had been 

invited to worship with Samuel and eat the 

meal together. They had not invited the 

youngest brother. Jesse had not even used a 

name for this son. Jesse told him that “the 

youngest” was caring for the sheep.  

 It surprised everyone when Samuel said 

they would wait for David before starting the 

meal. No one, not even Samuel, knew that this 

young man had what God wanted for Israel’s 

new king. When God looked at David, He saw  

a king. God said that David was pleasing to 

Him in every way (1 Samuel 13:14). God 

does not see the way we look.  God looks at 

the heart. David had a heart turned toward 

God and faith. He would obey God.  

 Jesse sent for his youngest son and had 

him brought in. His skin was tanned and like 

his brothers, he too was handsome. God told 

Samuel, “Get up and anoint him. He is the 

one.” Samuel listened to God. He obeyed 

God.  

 Samuel got the animal horn that was 

filled with olive oil. He put oil on David in 

front of his brothers. From that day on, the 

Spirit of the Lord came on David with power.

 God did not make David the King of 

Israel yet. The oil was a picture of the promise 

that David would be the King of Israel one 

day, at the right time. 

 Samuel went back to his home at 

Ramah. He had finished what God told him to 

do. We read of Samuel only one more time in 

1 Samuel 19 before his death (1Samuel 25:1). 

 

David Helps Saul (1 Samuel 16:14-23) 

 The Spirit of the Lord had come upon 

David when he was anointed, and God’s Spirit 

left Saul. God sent a spirit to Saul that made 

him fearful. He sent the evil spirit to Saul to 

punish him with troubles. Saul started to 
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become ill in his mind. He became afraid, 

sad, and jealous. It caused Saul much trouble. 

 His servants thought beautiful music 

would help Saul’s mind and make him feel 

better. One of the servants knew someone 

who could play the harp. That one was David, 

son of Jesse from Bethlehem. The servant 

said he was a brave man who could fight 

well. He would make a good soldier. He also 

said David was a good speaker, very 

handsome, and the Lord was with him. 

 Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse. He 

said, “Send me your son David, the one who 

takes care of your sheep.” David came to play 

his harp for Saul. It helped Saul’s mind. 

 Saul was very pleased with David. He 

asked Jesse to let David stay with him and 

serve him. David became one of the men who 

carried Saul’s armor, his battle clothes. 

 Saul did not know that God had chosen 

David as the next king. God had anointed 

David as king. But David was willing to 

become Saul’s servant. David played his harp 

when the evil spirit came to Saul. As David 

played, the evil spirit left. It may have left 

because of the music or because of the Spirit 

of the Lord on David. 

 Saul loved David and depended on him. 

All of this was part of God’s plans for young 

David. God had put David in a place where he 

could learn how the King ruled the nation of 

Israel. 

 God used David because David had a 

heart for God. David loved and trusted God. 

He would be king one day, but he began as a 

servant. He had a humble heart. God would 

make David into a great king to rule over His 

people. 
 

Things to Remember 

 The leader God wanted for Israel was 

one who had the right heart. We might choose 

someone who says the right things or looks 

the right way, but they are not right on the 

inside. 

 God knows our hearts, our will to trust 

and obey. We should remember that the way a 

person looks is not the same as who they are. 

God looks for someone who is humble. God 

looks for someone who will trust Him. We can 

learn to see other people the way God sees 

them. We can be ready to serve God and help 

others with a humble heart.  

Lesson 7 ● Page 35 

Things to Think About 
 

1. How was God’s plan for a king different from 
those of the Israelites, including Samuel?   
 

2. Have you ever judged a person the first time you 
saw them and you were wrong? How did that 
change as you got to know the person? 
 

3. How does the world judge a person or an event? 
How should Christians judge people or things? 
 

4. Was there a time in your life when God’s plan for 
you differed from what you had chosen for yourself? 
Did you find God’s way to be better for you? 
 

5. How do you think David felt when God’s Spirit 
came upon him in power? Have you ever felt God’s 
power in your life? Tell what happened.  



11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the 

children?” And Jesse said, “There is yet the 

youngest one. See, he is taking care of the sheep.” 

Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him. We will not 

sit down until he comes here.”  

12 So he sent for him and brought him in. His 

youngest son had good color in his skin, beautiful 

eyes and was good-looking. The Lord said, “Rise 

up and choose him. For this is the one.”  

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and poured 

the oil on him in front of his brothers. The Spirit of 

the Lord came upon David with strength from that 

day on. And Samuel got up and went to Ramah. 

14 Now the Spirit of the Lord left Saul. And a bad 

spirit sent from the Lord brought trouble upon him. 

15 Saul’s servants said to him, “See, a bad spirit 

from God is bringing you trouble.  

16 Let our lord now tell your servants who are in 

front of you to look for a man who is a good player 

of the harp. When the bad spirit sent from God is 

upon you, he will play the harp, and you will be 

well.”  

17 So Saul said to his servants, “Find me a man 

who can play well, and bring him to me.”  

18 One of the young men said, “I have seen a son 

of Jesse the Bethlehemite who plays music well. 

He is a man with strength of heart, a man of war, 

wise in his speaking, and good-looking. And the 

Lord is with him.”  

19 So Saul sent men with news to Jesse, and said, 

“Send me your son David who is with the sheep.” 

20 Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a bottle 

of wine, and a young goat, and sent them to Saul 

with David his son.  

21 David came to Saul and served him. Saul loved 

him very much, and he became the man who 

carried Saul’s battle-clothes.  

22 Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, “Let David 

serve me, for he has found favor in my eyes.” 

23 When the bad spirit sent from God came upon 

Saul, David would take the harp and play it with 

his hand. And Saul would receive new strength 

and be well. The bad spirit would leave him. 

1 Samuel 16 
 

1 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you 

be filled with sorrow because of Saul, since I 

have turned away from him being king over 

Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send 

you to Jesse of Bethlehem. For I have chosen a 

king for Myself among his sons.”  

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will kill 

me when he hears about it.” The Lord said, “Take 

a young cow with you, and say, ‘I have come to 

give a gift to the Lord.’  

3 Ask Jesse to come when you give the gift, and I 

will show you what you should do. You will 

choose for Me the one I name to you.”  

4 So Samuel did what the Lord said, and came to 

Bethlehem. The leaders of the city came shaking 

with fear to meet him. They said, “Do you come 

in peace?”  

5 Samuel said, “I have come in peace to give a 

gift to the Lord. Make yourselves holy and come 

with me as I give the gift.” He set apart Jesse and 

his sons also, and asked them to come to the gift-

giving.  

6 When they had come, Samuel looked at Eliab 

and thought, “For sure he is the Lord’s chosen 

one who is standing before Him.”  

7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at 

the way he looks on the outside or how tall he is, 

because I have not chosen him. For the Lord does 

not look at the things man looks at. A man looks 

at the outside of a person, but the Lord looks at 

the heart.”  

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass 

in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord 

has not chosen this one.”  

9 Next Jesse made Shammah pass by. But 

Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one.” 

10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass in front of 

Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has 

not chosen these.”  
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 Many people know the story of David 

and Goliath. A young man defeats a giant 

with a slingshot. But David had help. God 

helped David bring down the giant with a 

single stone. God used David to win a battle.  

 God can help us with our battles. We 

may not have to fight giants in a war. Our 

battles can be real, though. We face things in 

life that seem like giants. Finding a job can be 

like wrestling with a giant. Learning English 

can be like facing a giant. Others have family 

problems. Some struggle with illness. Things 

that make us fearful are like giants. 

 God helps us face giants. We still have 

to prepare and to struggle. David had courage. 

God used that courage to help Israel. God 

helps us in our struggles, too. 
 

A Giant’s Offer (1 Samuel 17:1-11) 

 The Philistine army was in Israel. 

They were there for war. Israel’s army was 

camped in the valley of Elah. The Philistine 

army was camped on the mountain nearby. 

The army that controlled the valley would win 

the war. Saul and the army of Israel were 

ready to fight. They wore clothes for fighting. 

The Philistines were also ready. The two 

armies looked at each other across the valley. 

 A giant came from the Philistine camp. 

The giant’s name was Goliath. He was much 

taller than the other men. Goliath was like a 

man walking among boys. He was clothed for 

battle, too, from head to foot, with heavy 

metal coverings. The metal clothes for battle 

were there to protect Goliath. He was ready 

for fighting. His spear and shield were much 

heavier than those of the others. A strong man 

carried Goliath’s shield into battle. 

 Goliath yelled to the army of Israel. He 

was so sure of his strength that he laughed at 

the army of Israel. He made a strange offer to 
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the Israelites. He offered to fight any one man 

from Israel. If he won, the Israelites would 

work for the Philistines. If a man from Israel 

won, the Philistines would work for Israel. 

Goliath was proud of himself. He did not 

think he could lose. Goliath was a bully. 

Perhaps he had fought many men in other 

battles. His offer frightened the Israelites. 

They were very afraid. 
 

David Responds to Goliath  

(1 Samuel 17:26-32) 

 David got mad at what Goliath said. He 

did not like Goliath’s insult to God. David 

asked about a reward for killing Goliath. 

Perhaps David had heard that the king would 

make that man rich. The king would give that 

man his daughter to marry. The king would 

not make that person’s family pay taxes. 

David did not think much of men who were 

not from Israel. He looked down on people 

who worshipped false gods. 

 David’s father sent him to bring food to 

his brothers. David brought grain, bread, and 

cheese. One brother did not like David’s 

questions about Goliath. Eliab got angry with 

David. He thought David was bragging. He 

made fun of David’s work with the sheep. Eliab 

said David had come to the battle just to watch.  

 David wanted an answer to his question 

about a reward for beating the giant. He kept 

asking. People told him the same thing again 

and again. Perhaps David did not believe what 

he heard. He asked more than one person. 

They told David the one who killed the giant 

would get a reward. 

 The king heard about the young man 

asking about the reward. Saul was the king’s 

name. Saul sent for David. David told the king 

that no one should fear Goliath. David offered 

to fight Goliath. David’s heart was not weak. 

David had trusted in God. God had helped 

David protect sheep against bears and lions. 
 

God Helps David Defeat Goliath 

(1 Samuel 17:38-51) 

 Saul did not argue with David. The 

king needed help. He put his fighting clothes 

on David. He put heavy clothes on David’s 

head and body. He gave David a sword. But 

David was not able to use the king’s clothes. 

Even the king’s sword was too big. David 

took off the king’s heavy clothing. He decided 

to wear his own clothes. 

 David picked up the stick he had used 

to fight bears and lions. He chose five smooth 

stones from the river. He put them in his bag. 

His slingshot was in his hand. He went to 

fight Goliath. God had helped David fight 

bears and lions. David believed God would 

help him defeat Goliath. 

 Goliath went to David. The man 

carrying Goliath’s shield was there, too. 

Goliath looked at David. Goliath was not 

impressed. David was very young. Goliath 
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was insulted. He thought David was joking. 

Goliath insulted David. Goliath told David 

that he would kill him. Goliath said birds and 

animals would soon eat David’s body. 

 David answered the giant. David said 

his God was stronger than Goliath’s sword 

and spear. David said he was fighting in the 

name of God. David said he was fighting for 

Israel. David said that God would help him 

beat Goliath. David said that he would kill 

Goliath. David said that people would know 

God helped him defeat the giant. David said 

God did not need swords or spears to beat a 

giant. David told Goliath that God would help 

him win the battle. 

 The giant came to meet David. David 

ran to the giant. He put a stone in his 

slingshot and threw it at the giant. The stone 

hit Goliath on his forehead. The stone hit him 

in a place not protected by heavy clothes. 

Goliath fell down. Goliath hit his head on the 

ground. 

 David won! He knocked down Goliath 

with a stone and slingshot. David did not need 

a sword to kill Goliath. He cut off Goliath’s 

head with Goliath’s own sword. When the 

Philistines saw Goliath fall, they ran away. 

David’s courage won the battle for his people. 

God helped David win the battle with Goliath. 
 

Things to Remember 

 God helps us. God wants us to trust 

Him even when life is hard. 

____________________ 
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Things to Think About 

1. Who seemed to be stronger, David or Goliath? 
Did it work out that way? 
 

2. What weapon did David use to knock down 
Goliath? What do you think would have happened if 
David had used Saul’s sword? 
 

3. Do you think David was afraid? Why or why not? 
 

4. Think of some ways that God had prepared David 
for his fight with Goliath. How has God prepared you 
to fight through the hard times in life? 

1 Samuel 17:1-11, 26-32, 38-51 

1 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for 

battle. They were gathered at Socoh, which 

belongs to Judah. They set up their tents between 

Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.  

2 Saul and the men of Israel were gathered 

together, and set up their tents in the valley of 

Elah. They came up dressed for battle to fight 

against the Philistines.  

3 The Philistines stood on the mountain on one 

side while Israel stood on the mountain on the 

other side, with the valley between them.  

4 Then a strong fighter came out from the armies 

of the Philistines. His name was Goliath, from 

Gath. He was almost twice as tall as most men. 

5 He had a head covering of brass, and wore 

brass battle-clothes that weighed as much as 

5,000 silver pieces.  

6 He wore brass leg-coverings, and had a brass 

spear on his shoulders.  

7 The long part of his spear was like a cross-

piece used on a cloth-maker. The iron head of 

his spear weighed as much as 600 pieces of 

silver. A man walked before him to carry his 

shield.  

8 Goliath stood and called out to the army of 

Israel, saying, “Why have you come out dressed 

for battle? Am I not the Philistine, and you the 

servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, 

and let him come down to me.  



smooth stones from the river. He put them in his 

shepherd’s bag. His sling was in his hand, and he 

went to the Philistine. 

41 The Philistine came near to David, with the 

man carrying his shield in front of him.  

42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he 

thought nothing of him. For he was only a young 

man, with good color in his skin, and good-

looking.  

43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that 

you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine 

spoke against David by his gods.  

44 The Philistine said to David, “Come to me. I 

will give your flesh to the birds of the sky and the 

animals of the field.”  

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come 

to me with a sword and spears. But I come to you 

in the name of the Lord of All, the God of the 

armies of Israel, Whom you have stood against.  

46 This day the Lord will give you into my hands. 

I will knock you down and cut off your head. This 

day I will give the dead bodies of the army of the 

Philistines to the birds of the sky and the wild 

animals of the earth. Then all the earth may know 

that there is a God in Israel.  

47 All these people gathered here may know that 

the Lord does not save with sword and spear. For 

the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into 

our hands.”  

48 Then the Philistine rose up and came to meet 

David. And David rushed to the center of the 

valley to meet the Philistine.  

49 David put his hand into his bag, took out a 

stone and threw it, and hit the Philistine on his 

forehead. The stone went into his forehead, so that 

he fell on his face to the ground. 

50 So David won the fight against the Philistine 

with a sling and a stone. He hit the Philistine and 

killed him. There was no sword in David’s hand.  

51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine. 

He took his sword out of its holder and killed him, 

and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines 

saw that their strong soldier was dead, they ran 

away. 
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9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then 

we will be your servants. But if I fight him and 

kill him, then you must become our servants and 

work for us.”  

10 Again the Philistine said, “I stand against the 

army of Israel this day. Give me a man, that we 

may fight together.”  

11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of 

the Philistine, they were troubled and very afraid. 
 

...26 Then David said to the men standing by 

him, “What will be done for the man who kills 

this Philistine, and takes away Israel’s shame? 

For who is this Philistine who has not gone 

through the religious act of the Jews? Who is he, 

that he should make fun of the armies of the 

living God?”  

27 And the people answered him in the same 

way, “This is what will be done for the man who 

kills him.” 

28 His oldest brother Eliab heard what he said to 

the men. He became very angry with David and 

said, “Why have you come here? With whom 

have you left those few sheep in the desert? I 

know of your pride and the sin of your heart. You 

have come to see the battle.”  

29 But David said, “What have I done now? Was 

it not just a question?”  

30 Then David turned away from him to another 

and asked the same question. And the people 

gave him the same answer. 

31 When David’s words were heard, they were 

told to Saul, and Saul sent for him.  

32 David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart 

become weak because of him. Your servant will 

go and fight with this Philistine.” 
 

...38 Then Saul dressed David with his clothes. 

He put a brass head covering on his head, and 

dressed him with heavy battle-clothes.  

39 David put on his sword over his heavy battle-

clothes and tried to walk, for he was not used to 

them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with 

these, for I am not used to them.” And David 

took them off.  

40 He took his stick in his hand, and chose five 
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 It was like winning the Super Bowl, the 

World Cup, or an Olympic gold medal. 

Young David had defeated the Philistine’s 

giant soldier, Goliath. It revealed David’s 

heart (1 Samuel 17:26, 36-37, 45-48). It 

showed why the Lord chose David to be the 

next king (1 Samuel 16:7).  

 It also changed David’s life forever. 

The rest of 1 Samuel is about the Lord God 

continuing to raise up David to be king. It is 

also about the Lord removing King Saul from 

the throne. It will be a long, rough journey for 

David and a sad one for Saul.   

 

Promotions and Friendship  

(1 Samuel 18:1-5) 

 The opening verses of chapter 18 are 

filled with 10 interesting details. Notice the 

text moves back and forth between speaking 

about Saul and David, and speaking about 

Jonathan and David. We can look closely at 

the two relationships. Of all the details, the 

thing that stands out as most important is 

Jonathan’s friendship. 

 Jonathan and David had a connection 

of faith from the very first time they met. 

They had a bond of love like the second great 

commandment speaks of (Matthew 22:39). So 

at the very beginning of David’s full-time 

service in King Saul’s court, the Lord 

provided David with a fantastic friend. It was 

the king’s oldest son. 

 Jonathan made a special agreement 

with David. The word the Old Testament 

actually uses is covenant.  Jonathan made this 

covenant because he loved David. The Bible 

does not tell us what the content of the 

covenant was. It also does not tell us the 

purpose.  
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 Jonathan also gave David some 

personal and valuable gifts. They were given 

in brotherly love. They honored David. Most 

importantly, they were like signing an official 

agreement. Jonathan is totally committed to 

David and to this agreement.  

 

Jealousy (1 Samuel 18:6-9) 

 King Saul was suspicious of Israel’s 

new hero from the start (see 1 Samuel 17:55-

58). His suspicion soon turned to jealousy. 

Sadly, it happened at the victory parade.  

 The army of Israel returned home from 

the war with the Philistines. King Saul was in 

the front. The soldiers’ wives and daughters, 

mothers and sisters came from all around to 

welcome their soldiers home. They were 

singing, dancing, and playing instruments. 

 Everyone was happy except Saul. He 

was jealous and angry over one of the lines 

the crowd sang over and over. They sang, 

“Saul has killed his thousands, David his ten 

thousands.” 

 At first, we might think Saul had reason 

to be jealous. But that is not the case. The 

words of the song simply followed the rules of 

Hebrew poetry. The song meant “Saul and 

David have killed thousands.” There was no 

intent to praise David above Saul. But that is 

not the way suspicious Saul heard it. 

 Guilt, insecurity, and suspicion were 

already clouding Saul’s judgment. That day 

everyone else was filled with joy, but King 

Saul became jealous of David. That jealousy 

would eat away at his life. 

 

A Try at Murder (1 Samuel 18:10-11) 

 The next day, something very scary 

happened at the royal house in Gibeah. It 

shows the serious effects of jealousy. 

 King Saul was in the house. David was 

there playing the harp, as he often did. 

Suddenly, a bad spirit rushed upon the king. 

This had happened before (see 1 Samuel 

16:14-16, 23), but the order of events was 

different. 

 In the past, the bad spirit came 

suddenly. Then Saul’s servants called for 

David. He played the harp. And the bad spirit 

went away. 

 On this day, David was already playing, 

yet the bad spirit suddenly rushed upon Saul. 

The king’s jealousy and separation from the 

Lord made him open to attack. The bad spirit 

came with greater boldness and force. It 

caused Saul to act crazy. Saul threw his spear 

at David twice. The jealous king had tried to 

murder David.   

 

Separated (1 Samuel 18:12-16) 

 Verse 12 is surprising. The king, the 

most powerful man in the country, just tried to 

Lesson 9 ● Page 42 



kill David. But Saul was the one who was 

afraid! This is mentioned again in verse 15. 

Even Saul could see that the Lord was with 

David. That made David an even bigger 

threat. That made Saul even more jealous. 

 

Jonathan Helps David (1 Samuel 19:1-10) 

 Saul lost all control of his jealousy. He 

no longer tried to hide his hatred of David. 

He spoke to Jonathan and the royal servants 

about killing David. His goal was clear. 

 Because of his brotherly love for 

David, Jonathan immediately took action. He 

warned David. He told David he would talk 

to his father, the king. 

 Jonathan did what he said. He talked to 

his father on behalf of David. He started and 

ended by reminding Saul that a king should 

do what is right. In the middle, he reminded 

his father of all the good that David had done 

for the court and for the country. 

 Surprisingly, King Saul listened to 

Jonathan. He even promised that David 

would not be killed! The passage ends with 

Saul breaking the promise. No surprise there. 

But the Lord protected David again, and he 

got away.  

 

Things to Remember 

 The Lord brought David into the court 

of King Saul. In many ways, it was a great 

opportunity. It also became very dangerous. 

 Yet the Lord was with His servant 

David (1 Samuel 18:12, 14, 28). He gave him 

success (1 Samuel 18:5, 14, 15, 30). He 

helped and protected him.  

 As you serve the Lord, know that He is 

with you (Joshua 1:9; Matthew 28:20; 

Hebrews 13:5). When dangers come, know 

that He will help you and protect you.  

 Jealousy is a dangerous sin. It makes 

your thinking unclear. It destroys 

relationships. It is hard to get rid of. It leads to 

other sins. It can ruin a person’s life. The wise 

believer is careful to not become jealous. 

Friendship is a gift from God. Be a 

friend to others. And be grateful for the 

friends you have. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Do a spiritual health checkup. Is there jealousy in 
your life? Are you resisting it? Do you need help 
from the Lord or a godly person?  
 
2. Like David, you have probably been protected 
from dangers of which you have been unaware. 
Think about this and tell God how thankful you are. 



1 Samuel 19:1-10 

1 Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his 

servants to kill David. But Saul’s son Jonathan 

found much joy in David.  

2 So Jonathan told David, “My father Saul wants to 

kill you. I beg you, be careful in the morning. Stay 

hidden in a secret place.  

3 I will go out and stand beside my father in the field 

where you are. I will speak to my father about you. 

If I find out anything, I will tell you.”  

4 Then Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his 

father, saying, “Do not let the king sin against his 

servant David. He has not sinned against you. What 

he has done has been good for you.  

5 He put his life in danger and killed the Philistine. 

And the Lord helped all Israel with His saving 

power. You saw it and were glad. Why then will you 

sin against him who has done no wrong, by killing 

David for no reason?”  

6 Saul listened to Jonathan, and promised, “As the 

Lord lives, David will not be killed.”  

7 Then Jonathan called David and told him all these 

things. He brought David to Saul, and David stayed 

with Saul as before. 

8 When there was war again, David went out and 

fought with the Philistines. He killed many of them, 

and the others ran away from him.  

9 Then a bad spirit sent from the Lord came upon 

Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in 

his hand. David was playing the harp.  

10 Saul tried to nail David to the wall with the spear, 

but David got out of the way. Saul hit the wall with 

the spear, and David ran away that night. 

 

 

1 Samuel 18:1-16 

1 When David had finished speaking to Saul, the 

soul of Jonathan became one with the soul of David. 

Jonathan loved him as himself. 

2 Saul took David that day, and would not let him 

return to his father’s house. 

3 Then Jonathan made an agreement with David, 

because he loved him as himself.  

4 Jonathan took off his long coat and gave it to 

David. He gave him his battle-clothes, his sword, 

his bow and his belt also.  

5 David went everywhere that Saul sent him, and 

did well. Saul had him lead the men of war. And it 

was pleasing to all the people and to Saul’s servants. 

6 When David returned from killing the Philistine, 

the women came out of all the cities of Israel, 

singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, playing 

songs of joy on timbrels.  

7 The women sang as they played, and said, “Saul 

has killed his thousands, and David his ten 

thousands.”  

8 Then Saul became very angry. This saying did not 

please him. He said, “They have given David honor 

for ten thousands, but for me only thousands. Now 

what more can he have but to be king?”  

9 And Saul was jealous and did not trust David 

from that day on. 

10 The next day a bad spirit sent from God came 

upon Saul with power. He acted like a crazy man in 

his house, while David was playing the harp. Saul 

had a spear in his hand,  

11 and he threw the spear, thinking, “I will nail 

David to the wall.” But David jumped out of his 

way twice.  

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 

with him but had left Saul.  

13 So Saul made David go away from him, and had 

him lead a thousand men. And David went out to 

the people.  

14 David did well in all that he did, because the 

Lord was with him.  

15 When Saul saw how well he did, he was afraid 

of him.  

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went 

out and came in before them. 
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 This chapter made me think of a crisis 

in my life. I left a job, and my wife and I 

needed to move. What were we going to do? 

Where were we going? Who might help us? 

 My twin brother helped us! I moved to 

Texas. I lived with my brother for eight 

months. My wife stayed behind to sell our 

house. In our crisis, we received help from my 

brother.  

Bible Text 
1 Samuel 20:1-17, 30-42 

 
Memory Verse 

“Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace. For we 
have promised each other in the name of the 
Lord, saying, “The Lord will be between me and 
you, and between my children and your children 
forever.”’” (1 Samuel 20:42a) 
   

Word List 
house: a royal or noble family, including 
ancestors and all the people who are related to 
them 
crisis: a difficult or dangerous situation that 
needs quick attention 
oath: a formal and serious promise to tell the 
truth or to do something 

 You probably can remember times of 

crisis in your life. To whom did you turn? 

People often turn to family. But there is an 

interesting verse in the book of Proverbs: “A 

man of many companions may come to ruin, 

but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother” (Proverbs 18:24). Jonathan was this 

kind of friend. In him, the Lord provided 

David with a friend who stuck closer than a 

brother. 

 This chapter is about more than 

friendship, however. It is about a word you 

learned in Lesson 9: covenant (a serious 

promise made to another person or to God; a 

written agreement that is sometimes like a 

law). Jonathan and David were very good 

friends. But they had an extra special spiritual 

friendship because of the covenant they made. 

Both Jonathan and David acted in ways very 

different from most people because of their 

spiritual friendship. And the Lord used this 

spiritual friendship to save David’s life. 

 

David’s Talk with Jonathan 

(1 Samuel 20:1-4) 

 God’s Spirit saved David from King 

Saul’s men (1 Samuel 19:19-24). But David’s 

hiding place in Ramah was discovered. Where 

would he go? David went to Jonathan. This 

meant he went back to where King Saul’s 

palace was. This is not the place most people 

would go. 
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 But David needed an answer to the 

question, “Why is King Saul trying to kill 

me?” If anyone might have the answer, it 

would be Jonathan. Because of their spiritual 

friendship, David knew he could go to 

Jonathan safely. 

 The start of the talk between the two 

friends is interesting. There are David’s three 

questions starting with “what.” There is 

Jonathan’s answer that David would not be 

killed. There is David’s oath that he is only a 

step away from death. 

 David’s oath was enough for Jonathan 

to do something very different. Even though 

he was the prince, he offered to serve David 

and do whatever he said (verse 4). 

 

David’s Plan and Request 

(1 Samuel 20:5-11) 

 David had a plan to make it clear if the 

king really was trying to kill him. It involved 

the celebration that the Israelites held at the 

beginning of every month. It was called the 

New Moon festival. The plan would show 

what was in Saul’s heart. It was a wise plan.  

 The one who needed to put the plan into 

action was Jonathan. David asked for 

Jonathan’s help by using a very important Old 

Testament word. The Hebrew word hesed can 

be translated “long lasting loving-kindness.” It 

is kindness, even when not deserved. The 

Lord is a God of hesed (Exodus 34:6).  

 Hesed is a word often related to 

covenants. David was referring to the 

covenant that he and Jonathan made in 1 

Samuel 18:3. He asked Jonathan to be true to 

their spiritual friendship and to put the plan 

into action. 

 Surprisingly, David then said, “If I am 

guilty, ….” He was still thinking about the 

things he mentioned in verse 1. The covenant 

with Jonathan must have included being loyal 

to the king. If he failed the king, he broke the 

covenant. He should be put to death. 

 Jonathan quickly responded, “Never!” 

Then he told David that he had been true to the 

covenant, too. With that settled, David asked 

how he would learn of the results of the plan.  

 

Jonathan’s Help, Request, and Another 

Covenant (1 Samuel 20:12-17) 

 Jonathan twice told David he would let 

him know what he found out. Jonathan used 

an oath to show he meant it. He knew he 

might have to send David away. 

 Jonathan then asked to be shown “the 

faithful love of the Lord.” This request is the 

clearest hint that Jonathan believed David 

would become the next king. When new kings 

came to power, they often killed everyone 

who might be a threat. Jonathan asked David 

to show hesed to him and his whole family. In 

fact, he made another covenant with David. 

They agreed that David would never stop 

showing hesed to Jonathan’s descendants. 
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Saul’s Anger and Jonathan’s Anger 

(1 Samuel 20:30-34) 

 Jonathan carried out the plan. In 

jealousy and hatred his father became very 

angry. He tried to use shame and guilt to win 

his son back to his side. But Jonathan could 

not be talked into going against his special 

friendship with David. It was more important 

than family. Saul became so angry that he 

tried to kill his own son! 

 Jonathan became very angry. It was a 

different kind of anger than his father’s. He 

did not eat anything and left the table. He was 

filled with sorrow for David. 

 

Jonathan’s Warning 

(1 Samuel 20:35-42)  

 Jonathan warned David about Saul just 

as planned (1 Samuel 20:18-23). But they 

wanted to have a face-to-face goodbye. David 

bowed to the ground three times. They wept. 

Their very special spiritual friendship made 

peace sure between them and between their 

families. 

 

Things to Remember  

 David and Jonathan both trusted and 

loved the Lord. Yes, they were good friends 

who loved each other. But in a time of great 

crisis, it was their covenant that affected how 

they thought and what they did. They knew 

they could count on each to be true to their 

special friendship. 

 Because of this spiritual friendship with 

David, Jonathan volunteered to help David. 

He made a new, more lasting covenant. He 

carried out David’s plan. He spoke out against 

his father’s sin. He warned David. He and 

David parted in peace. A future of peace was 

sure between the house of Jonathan and the 

house of David forever. 

____________________ 

 

1 Samuel 20:1-17, 30-42  

1 Then David ran from Naioth in Ramah, and 

came and said to Jonathan, “What have I done? 

What is my sin? What have I done wrong to your 

father, that he wants to kill me?”  

2 Jonathan said to him, “Far from it, you will not 

die. See, my father does nothing big or small 

without telling me about it. So why should my 

father hide this from me? It is not so!”  

3 But David answered, “Your father knows well 

that I have found favor in your eyes. He has said, 

‘Do not let Jonathan know this, because it would 

fill him with sorrow.’ But it is true. As the Lord 

lives and as your soul lives, there is only a step 

between me and death.”  

4 Then Jonathan said to David, “I will do for you 

whatever you say.”  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. David had much humility. How well do I remain 
humble when under attack? 
 
2. Jonathan was more than willing to help his friend. 
How ready am I to help, even before I know the 
details? How much am I willing to risk? 
 
3. Jonathan’s attitude is like that of John the Baptist, 
who said about Jesus, “”He must become more 
important. I must become less important” (John 
3:30). Pray for a Jonathan-like attitude. 
 
4. Jonathan showed how to respond to people God 
puts over us. Pray for leaders. Pray for pastors. 



……………….. 

30 Then Saul was very angry with Jonathan and 

he said to him, “You son of a sinful woman! Do I 

not know that you are choosing the son of Jesse to 

your own shame and to the shame of your mother 

who gave birth to you?  

31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, 

you and the power you would have as king will 

not last. So send for him and bring him to me. For 

he must die.”  

32 Jonathan answered his father Saul, “Why 

should he be killed? What has he done?”  

33 But Saul threw his spear at Jonathan to kill 

him, so he knew that his father had decided to kill 

David.  

34 Jonathan rose from the table very angry. He did 

not eat any food on the second day of the new 

moon. For he was filled with sorrow for David, 

because his father had brought shame upon him. 

35 In the morning Jonathan went out to the field at 

the time he and David agreed to meet. A little boy 

was with him.  

36 Jonathan said to his boy, “Run, find the arrows 

I shoot.” As the boy was running, he shot an arrow 

past him.  

37 The boy came to the place where Jonathan had 

shot the arrow. Jonathan called to the boy and 

said, “Is not the arrow farther away?”  

38 Jonathan called to the boy, “Hurry, be quick, 

do not stay!” Then Jonathan’s boy picked up the 

arrow and came to his owner.  

39 The boy knew nothing. Only Jonathan and 

David knew what had happened. 

40 Then Jonathan gave his bow and arrows to his 

boy and told him, “Go, take them to the city.” 

41 When the boy was gone, David rose from the 

south side and fell on his face to the ground. He 

bowed three times. Then they kissed each other 

and cried together, but David more.  

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace. For we 

have promised each other in the name of the Lord, 

saying, ‘The Lord will be between me and you, 

and between my children and your children 

forever.’” Then David got up and left, and 

Jonathan went into the city. 

5 David said to Jonathan, “See, tomorrow is the 

new moon, and I should sit down to eat with the 

king. But let me go. I will hide myself in the field 

until the third evening.  

6 If your father misses me at all, then say, ‘David 

asked me to let him leave to run to his city 

Bethlehem. It is the time for the whole family to 

gather there for the gift given on the altar in 

worship each year.’  

7 If he says, ‘Good!’ your servant will be safe. 

But if he is very angry, then you will know that 

he has decided to do what is bad.  

8 So be kind to your servant. For you have 

brought me into an agreement of the Lord with 

you. But if I am guilty, kill me yourself. For why 

should you bring me to your father?”  

9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! If I knew 

that my father has decided to do something bad to 

you, would I not tell you about it?”  

10 Then David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell 

me if your father is angry when he answers you?” 

11 Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out 

into the field.” So both of them went out into the 

field. 

12 Jonathan said to David, “May the Lord, the 

God of Israel, see it. I will speak with my father, 

about this time tomorrow, or the third day. If he 

feels good about David, will I not send news to 

you and let you know it?  

13 But if my father wants to hurt you, may the 

Lord do the same to Jonathan and even more, if I 

do not let you know and send you away, so you 

may be safe. May the Lord be with you as He has 

been with my father.  

14 If I am still alive, show me the faithful love of 

the Lord, that I may not die.  

15 Do not stop being faithful to my house 

forever, not even when the Lord destroys from 

the earth all who hate David.  

16 Do not let the name of Jonathan be lost from 

the family of David. And may the Lord punish 

those who hate you.”  

17 Jonathan made David promise again, by his 

love for him. For he loved him as he loved his 

own life. 
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 Florence Allshorn went to Uganda in 

the 1920s to share the love of God. It was a 

hard life, and there were many dangers. But 

the hardest test for Florence came from 

another believer. This woman had also come 

to tell people about the love of God. She had 

been in Uganda many years. But the hard life 

had made her bitter and unhappy. She may 

have been jealous that the people loved and 

respected Florence. 

 Florence knew that the way she loved 

this woman would be the best way to show 

the people how God loves them. She knew 

that knowing God’s heart would help her 

show love to someone who was hard to love. 

Her prayer and Bible reading changed the 

way she saw the woman. She “fell in love 

with Christ’s way of seeing things.” She 

began to see this woman as God saw her. 

 God healed their relationship. Their 

work in Uganda was more powerful when 

they worked together in love. She said, “We 

are made to love as the stars are made to 

shine.” In today’s lesson, David experienced a 

test that taught him how to love his enemy. 

 

A Test of David’s Heart  

(1 Samuel 24:1-4) 

 Saul was the King of Israel. But Saul 

did not obey and respect God. So God chose 

David to be the next king of Israel. David was 

“a man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 

13:14). He was not after fame or respect. 

David was seeking the very heart of God.  

 Saul was not seeking God’s heart. 

When he lost respect for the Lord, he lost the 

wisdom that only comes from God (Psalm 

111:10). He became jealous of David. He was 

unhappy because David was a better soldier. 

He was angry because the people liked David. 

He was not thankful that David helped fight 

the enemies of Israel (1 Samuel 18:6-9). 
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Bible Text 
1 Samuel 24 

 
Memory Verse 

“But I tell you, love those who hate you. Pray for 
those who do bad things to you and who make it 
hard for you.” (Matthew 5:44) 
   

Word List 
grace: favor from God that one does not deserve 
humble yourself: not proud; not thinking of 
yourself as better than other people  
repent: to be sorry for sin and set on not sinning 
again 
respect: to think highly of, to honor, to treat 
someone as though they are worthy 



 Someone told Saul that David and his 

men were in the desert west of the Dead Sea. 

There was water and many caves in the area. 

It was a good place for David and his men to 

hide. Saul stopped fighting the enemies of 

Israel and took 3,000 of his best soldiers to go 

after David.  

 Saul came into the very cave where 

David and his men were hiding. The 3,000 

soldiers waited for him outside. When David’s 

men saw Saul come in wearing the king’s 

robe, they thought God had brought Saul to 

David. Surely this was David’s gift from God. 

He could kill Saul without fighting 3,000 

soldiers. 

 This was a test of David’s heart for 

God. His men urged him to kill Saul. But 

David knew God wanted him to show respect 

for his king. He quietly cut off a part of the 

king’s robe, but he did not hurt Saul. 

 

A Show of David’s Heart 

(1 Samuel 24:5-19) 

 As soon as David cut off the piece of 

the king’s robe, he was sorry. He knew that he 

had not respected Saul as the king. God said 

that He would take the kingdom away from 

Saul. He had chosen David to be the new 

king. But David knew God would do this in 

His time and His way. David was willing to 

wait on the Lord to do things in His way.  

 David could have stayed in the cave 

when Saul left. But he followed Saul out and 

called to him. He wanted Saul to know that he 

had kept the king safe that day. He showed 

respect for Saul. He called him “my lord the 

king,” “my leader,” “the Lord’s chosen one,” 

and “my father.”  

 David humbled himself by bowing to 

the ground. He did not think about being a 

better fighter than Saul. He said he was like a 

dead dog or a bug.  

 Then David showed Saul the piece of 

his robe as proof of God’s grace and mercy. 

Saul knew that David had been close enough 

to kill him but did not. 

 David said he knew that Saul had come 

to kill him. But David did not ask Saul to say 

he was sorry. He let God be the judge. God 

knew the hearts of both David and Saul. 

David let God take care of Saul’s sin. 

 

A Promise from David’s Heart 

(1 Samuel 24:20-22) 

 David’s wise words made Saul see how 

wrong he had been. He knew in his heart that 

God had placed His hand on David. He knew 

that his time as king would soon end. His own 

son would never be king of Israel. 

 Saul did not promise to stop chasing 

David. He said the right things, but he did not 

really repent. To repent is to turn away from 

sin. We know that Saul continued to hunt 
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David until his own death. But David never 

hurt Saul. 

 Sometimes when a new king came to 

the throne, he killed all the children of the 

last king. Saul asked David not to do that. He 

wanted his children go on living after David 

became king. He also asked David not to 

remove his name from their people’s history. 

 David agreed to these two things. But 

David did more than simply let Saul’s 

children live. He made Saul’s family his own 

(2 Samuel 9:1-11). God’s grace gives us 

more than we deserve. Saul deserved to be 

punished, but David showed him grace.  

 David knew that he could not trust 

Saul. He did not forget that Saul wanted to 

kill him. He and his men stayed in a safe 

place. God gave David the wisdom to protect 

himself without becoming bitter or tough by 

Saul’s actions. God’s heart in David made it 

possible for him to love his enemy, even when 

his enemy wanted to kill him. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Peace rules when our actions match the 

heart of God. We are tested to show God’s 

love to anyone who hurts us. These tests can 

show how real God is. When we humble 

ourselves and show grace, we prove God’s 

heart is in us. Our actions speak louder than 

our words.  

 God’s grace gives us kindness and love 

that we do not deserve. So we cannot judge 

our enemies. We can trust God to give us 

powerful words that soften hard hearts.  

 God gives us wisdom to protect 

ourselves from our enemies. He also gives us 

grace to treat them with love and keep 

ourselves safe. God’s peace fills us when we 

want His heart more than we want to hurt our 

enemies. 
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Things to Think About 
 
1. How has God shown grace to you in your life? Has 
He blessed you in ways you do not deserve? Think 
of a blessing you do not deserve. 
 
2. Have you experienced a test from God to see how 
much your heart is like His? 
 
3. Is grace the same as forgetting wrongs? How did 
David show grace while remembering that Saul 
wanted to kill him? 
 
4. Is there someone in your life who needs to 
experience God’s grace and love through your 
actions? What will you do to show grace to them? 



I have no desire to do wrong to you. I have not 

sinned against you, yet you come wanting to kill 

me.  

12 May the Lord judge between you and me. 

May He punish you for your action against me. 

But my hand will not be against you.  

13 As the men of long ago said in their wisdom, 

‘Out of the sinful comes sin,’ but my hand will 

not be against you.  

14 After whom has the king come out? After 

whom are you running? After a dead dog? After a 

little bug?  

15 May the Lord be the One to judge between 

you and me. May He see and help me, and save 

me from you.”  

16 When David had finished speaking to Saul, 

Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” 

Then Saul gave a loud cry.  

17 He said to David, “You are more right and 

good than I. For you have brought good to me, 

while I have done wrong to you.  

18 You have said today that you have done good 

to me. The Lord gave me to you and you did not 

kill me.  

19 If a man finds the one who hates him, will he 

let him go away safe? May the Lord bring good 

to you for what you have done for me this day.  

20 Now I know that you will be king for sure. 

The nation of Israel will be made strong under 

your power.  

21 So promise to me by the Lord that you will 

not destroy my children after me. Promise that 

you will not destroy my name from my father’s 

family.”  

22 David gave Saul his promise, and Saul went 

home. But David and his men went up to the safe 

place. 

1 Samuel 24 

1 When Saul returned from following the 

Philistines, he was told, “See, David is in the 

desert of Engedi.”  

2 Then Saul took 3,000 chosen men from all 

Israel, and went to find David and his men in 

front of the Rocks of the Wild Goats.  

3 He came to the places where the sheep were 

kept on the way. There was a cave there, and Saul 

went in to get rid of his body waste. Now David 

and his men were sitting farther back in the cave. 

4 David’s men said to David, “See, this is the day 

the Lord told you, ‘See, I am about to give the 

one who hates you into your hand. You will do to 

him what you think is best.’” Then David got up 

and cut off a piece of Saul’s clothing in secret. 

5 After this, David felt guilty in his heart because 

he had cut off a piece of Saul’s clothing.  

6 So he said to his men, “May the Lord not let me 

put out my hand against my leader, for he is the 

Lord’s chosen one.”  

7 David stopped his men with these words. He 

did not let them go against Saul. So Saul stood up 

and left the cave, and went on his way. 

8 After this David got up and went out of the 

cave and called to Saul, saying, “My lord the 

king!” When Saul looked behind him, David put 

his face to the ground, showing much respect. 

9 David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the 

words of men who say, ‘David wants to hurt 

you’?  

10 See, your eyes have seen how the Lord gave 

you to me today in the cave. Some told me to kill 

you, but I had pity on you. I said, ‘I will not put 

out my hand against my leader, for he is the 

Lord’s chosen one.’  

11 Now, my father, see the piece of your clothing 

in my hand. I cut off the piece of your clothing 

but did not kill you. So know and understand that 
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 God made us to have feelings. A world 

without feelings would be a dull place to live. 

There would be no anger or sadness, but there 

would also be no joy or love. What we value 

rules our emotions. When someone values 

what we value, we are happy. When someone 

does not value or believe like us, we can get 

angry or sad. God wants us to be glad, sad or 

angry for the right reasons. He wants us to 

value what He values. 

 We act on our emotions. But God 

expects us to be the boss of our emotions. 

Today’s news is full of examples of people 

who let their emotions rule them. Someone 

gets angry while driving home from work. 

We call that “road rage.” A husband gets 

angry at his wife or child and hurts them. 

Someone gets angry at the government and 

decides to blow up a building. People get hurt 

when strong emotions rule the way we act. 

 

When Trouble Comes (1 Samuel 25:1-8) 

 It was a very sad time in the country of 

Israel. Samuel had been so important to all of 

the people. He was very important to David, 

too. Now he was dead. He could not tell them 

how to live.  He could not share God’s Word 

with them. All the people may have felt 

lonely without Samuel. 

 They may have been afraid. Saul was 

not a good leader. They all knew that God had 

chosen David to be the new king. But Saul 

was fighting against God’s will. 

 At this troubled time, David and his 

army of 600 men went to a place in the desert 

to hide. It was hard for David to lead these 

men and do it in a way that pleased God. He 

valued what God valued. He led the men to 

guard the sheep and not steal for their food. 

He and his men were friendly with the men 

who took care of the sheep.  

 Nabal was a very rich man. He owned 
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many sheep and goats. He valued everything 

he owned more than anything else. What he 

should have valued was his beautiful and wise 

wife, Abigail. But Nabal was a sinful man.  

It was time to cut the wool from the 

sheep. This should have been a happy time. 

Nabal would pay his workers and provide 

food for them. The workers would be happy to 

be paid and to eat the good food.  

 Nabal should have been very 

happy. He had not lost any sheep while David 

and his men were in the area. David thought 

Nabal would want to show his thanks. 

 David sent some young men to greet 

Nabal. He asked for food for his army. This 

was not a demand for payment. It was a 

friendly request. David did not ask for food fit 

for a king. He asked for whatever food was 

ready. There was no need for Nabal to do 

extra work for David and his men. 

 

When Emotions Rule (1 Samuel 25:9-13) 

 Nabal did not think before he spoke. He 

answered David’s request with an insult. He 

said he did not know who David was, but that 

was a lie. Everyone had heard about David. 

Nabal did not say David was the great fighter 

or the future king. He said David was a slave 

who had left his master. 

 It was very foolish to insult David and 

his army. But Nabal did not think of the 

danger. He did not want to share what he had. 

His selfishness was his boss and made him 

act foolishly. 

 Maybe David was surprised to get 

such a rude answer. He was angry that his 

work was answered with an insult. When 

David’s pride was hurt, his first thought was 

to hurt back. He would answer Nabal’s insult 

with a sword. All David’s men knew what it 

meant for an army to put on their swords. 

Someone would be hurt when David’s 

emotions ruled his actions. 

 

When Wisdom Rules (1 Samuel 25:14-22) 

 Everyone knew that Nabal would not 

take advice. His worker heard him insult 

David and knew there would be trouble. But 

he said nothing to Nabal. Instead he went to 

Abigail. He did not tell her what to do, but he 

asked her to think about it. He trusted her 

wisdom. 

 Abigail must surely have felt dread 

and fear when the young man reported all 

that had happened. But her emotions did not 

rule her actions. She put some food together 

and sent it ahead to meet David. 

 Abigail had more than food for David. 

She had some wise words. She was very 

brave to face an army led by an angry man. 

David intended to kill every male on Nabal’s 

farm. How could she hope to get him to 

listen to her? 
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When God’s Plans Come First 

(1 Samuel 25:23-35)  

 Abigail was very wise in the way she 

met David. She fell to the ground to show 

how much she respected him. She took the 

blame for Nabal’s insults. 

 Then she gave David some good 

advice to not spend time thinking about 

Nabal. Instead, she called his attention to the 

Lord and His plans. God did not want David 

to use violence to punish his enemies. God 

wanted David to let Him take care of the 

enemies. 

 Abigail saw way into the future and 

said that God would give David a family line 

that would last. This was the promise of 

Christ coming from David’s family. Abigail 

knew this long before David heard the 

promise from God. She wanted David to see 

the long-range future that God had planned 

for him. 

 She knew God would take care of the 

enemies of David like throwing a rock out of a 

sling. David knew what that meant. He had 

used a sling to kill the giant Goliath. Abigail 

trusted God to keep His promises. She asked 

David to remember her when God had done 

all these wonderful things for him. 

 David suddenly knew that God had sent 

Abigail to stop his emotions from controlling 

him. He was sorry for how he had acted. 

Abigail’s wise words had turned David’s heart 

from war to peace.  

 

Things to Remember 

 We can be the boss of our emotions 

when we ACT for God. 

A – Admit the emotions you are feeling. Stop 

long enough to give your emotion a name. 

Understand that it is trying to control you. 

C – Consider why you feel that way. What is 

it that you value? How have your values been 

treated? 

T – Think about God’s plans and His ways. 

We must never let our thoughts dwell on the 

person or thing that caused our emotions. 

When we focus our minds on God’s ways, we 

will have His wisdom to guide us. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Have you ever felt overwhelmed by emotions like 
David? When is that most likely to happen?  
 

2. When have you witnessed someone let their 
emotions be the boss? What was the result? 
 

3. Who do you go to for wise advice? Is there 
someone in your life who always knows the right 
thing to do? 
 

4. How does dwelling on God’s plans and His ways 
change your actions?  
 

5. Why is it dangerous to think about the person who 
offended you? 



There are many servants these days who are 

leaving their owners.  

11 Should I take my bread and my water and 

my meat that I have killed for my wool cutters, 

and give it to men when I do not know where 

they came from?”  

12 So David’s young men turned away and 

returned to David and told him all this. 

13 David said to his men, “Every man put on 

his sword!” So every man put on his sword, 

and David put on his sword also. About 400 

men went up behind David, while 200 stayed 

with their things. 

14 But one of the young men told Nabal’s wife 

Abigail, “See, David sent men from the desert 

to greet our owner, and he spoke against them. 

15 But David’s men were very good to us. 

They did not do anything wrong to us. And we 

did not miss anything when we were in the 

fields, as long as we went with them.  

16 They were a wall to us night and day, all the 

time we were with them taking care of the 

sheep.  

17 So know this and think about what you 

should do. For bad plans have been made 

against our owner and all his family. He is such 

a sinful man that no one can speak to him.” 

18 In a hurry Abigail took 200 loaves of bread, 

two bottles of wine, five sheep ready to eat, 

five baskets of dry grain, 100 vines of dried 

grapes and 200 loaves of figs, and loaded them 

on donkeys.  

19 She said to her young men, “Go on before 

me. See, I am coming after you.” But she did 

not tell her husband Nabal. 

1 Samuel 25:1-35 

1 Now Samuel died. All Israel gathered 

together and was filled with sorrow for him. 

They buried him at his house in Ramah. 

Then David got ready and went down to the 

desert of Paran.  

2 There was a man in Maon who worked in 

Carmel. The man was very rich. He had 3,000 

sheep and 1,000 goats. He was cutting the 

wool from his sheep in Carmel.  

3 The man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s 

name was Abigail. The woman was of good 

understanding and beautiful. But the man was 

bad and sinful in his ways. He was a Calebite. 

4 David heard in the desert that Nabal was 

cutting the wool from his sheep.  

5 So David sent ten young men, saying to 

them, “Go up to Carmel. Visit Nabal and 

greet him for me.  

6 Say to him, ‘Have a long life. Peace be to 

you. Peace be to your family. And peace be to 

all that you have.  

7 I have heard that you have men who cut the 

wool from your sheep. Now your shepherds 

have been with us, and we have not done 

them any wrong. And they have not missed 

anything all the time they were in Carmel. 

8 Ask your young men and they will tell you. 

So let my young men find favor in your eyes, 

for we have come on a special day. I ask you 

to give whatever you have ready to your 

servants and to your son David.’” 

9 When David’s young men came, they said 

all this to Nabal in David’s name. Then they 

waited.  

10 But Nabal answered David’s servants, 

“Who is David? Who is the son of Jesse? 
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fighting the Lord’s battles. Sin will not be 

found in you as long as you live.  

29 If men rise up to come after you and try to 

kill you, then the life of my lord will be taken 

care of by the Lord your God. But He will 

throw away the lives of those who hate you, as 

a rock is thrown from a sling.  

30 The Lord will do to my lord all the good 

that He has promised you. He will make you 

ruler over Israel.  

31 Then my lord will have no reason to feel 

sorry or guilty because of killing without cause 

or punishing by my lord’s own hand. When the 

Lord does good things for my lord, remember 

your woman servant.” 

32 Then David said to Abigail, “Thanks be to 

the Lord God of Israel, Who sent you this day 

to meet me.  

33 May thanks be given for your wisdom, and 

thanks be to you. You have kept me this day 

from being guilty of blood, and from 

punishing with my own hand.  

34 The Lord God of Israel has kept me from 

hurting you. And as the Lord lives, if you had 

not been quick to come to meet me, for sure 

not one male would have been left to Nabal 

until the morning.”  

35 So David received what she had brought 

him. He said to her, “Go up to your house in 

peace. See, I have listened to you and have 

done what you asked.” 

20 As she went on her donkey and came 

down hidden by the mountain, David and his 

men came down toward her, and she met 

them.  

21 Now David had said, “It was for nothing 

that I have watched over all this man has in 

the desert, so that nothing was missed of all 

that belonged to him. He has paid me bad for 

good.  

22 May God do the same to David and more, 

if I leave until morning as much as one male 

alive of all who belong to him.” 

23 When Abigail saw David, she got off her 

donkey in a hurry. Then she put her face to 

the ground in front of David.  

24 She fell at his feet and said, “Let the sin be 

on me alone, my lord. I beg you, let your 

woman servant speak to you. Listen to the 

words of your woman servant.  

25 I beg you, do not let my lord think about 

this sinful man, Nabal. For he is like his 

name. Nabal is his name and he is foolish. 

But I your woman servant did not see my 

lord’s young men whom you sent.  

26 So now, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as 

your soul lives, let the Lord keep you from 

being guilty of blood. Let Him keep you from 

punishing with your own hand. And let those 

who hate you and those who want to hurt my 

lord be like Nabal.  

27 Now let this gift which your woman 

servant has brought to my lord be given to the 

young men who follow my lord.  

28 I beg you, forgive the sin of your woman 

servant. For the Lord will be sure to make my 

lord a family that will last. Because my lord is 
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 Three English idioms describe the sad 

ending of Saul’s life. We could say he was 

between a rock and a hard place. All of his 

choices were hard ones. There were no easy 

answers for Saul at this point. 

 We could say he hit rock bottom. Saul 

was at the lowest point in his life when he 

chose evil ways to get God’s help. When Saul 

ran out of choices, he was at the end of his 

rope. He thought his only choice was to kill 

himself. 

 What could cause a person’s life to go 

so wrong? Saul went from being chosen king 

to the saddest ending of all. Why? He did not 

seek a relationship with God for himself.

 He thought Samuel would always tell 

him what God wanted. But Saul did not 

follow Samuel’s advice. He wanted to use 

God to get what he wanted. God wanted to 

use Saul to bless others. Saul thought he knew 

better than God. So God stopped talking or 

guiding Saul because he was full of sin. 

 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

(1 Samuel 28:3-5) 

 The Philistines had been fighting the 

Jews for a long time. There were five 

Philistine cities along the southern coast of 

the sea. It was not unusual for one of the 

Philistine kings to go to war with Israel. But 

this time all five came together to fight. They 

wanted to take over the whole country. 

 Usually they fought in the south near 

their homes. But this time they gathered in the 

north near Mount Gilboa. Maybe they wanted 

to protect their homes and families from the 

war.   

Saul did not know what to do. Should 

he try to fight all five armies? Should he let 

the Philistines take over the country? 

He was between a rock and a hard 

place. All his choices were difficult. He 

needed someone to help him. But Samuel, the 
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only prophet in the land, had died. 

God’s law said people who talked to 

the dead were evil. Saul put all the people 

who talked to the dead out of the land. He 

had done the right thing when he put them 

out of the land. Now Saul thought having no 

one to talk to the dead was a problem.  

Instead of asking God what to do, he 

decided to fight. So he gathered all his men 

together on Mount Gilboa. This gave him a 

good view of the Philistine army in the valley 

below. But when Saul saw how many men 

were fighting against him, he shook with 

fear. He knew he needed God’s help to win 

this battle. 

 

At Rock Bottom 

(1 Samuel 28:6-8, 15-20) 

  Saul tried to talk to God himself, but 

God would not answer him. He did not tell 

God he was sorry for his sin. He did not 

promise to follow God’s will. God knew 

Saul’s heart, and He would not help him.  

 Saul tried to get God’s help in three 

different ways. He tried having a dream. 

Have you ever tried to make yourself dream 

about something? No dream came to Saul or 

any of his men. 

 Then Saul thought of the Urim. We do 

not know what it was or how it was used. All 

we know is that the priests used the Urim to 

find out God’s will. But one of the priests had 

run away with the Urim to David. Saul did 

not have the Urim or a priest to use it.  

Saul had reached rock bottom. He had 

no dream, no Urim, and no prophet. 

He asked his men if one of the women 

who talked to the dead was still in the land. 

We know that Saul’s men were not living for 

God because they knew where this woman 

was! He had tried to destroy this evil and now 

he was using it. He could not think right. God 

is holy and would never speak through evil 

ways.  

Saul knew he should not be seen going 

to this evil woman. He knew his army should 

not see the king using evil ways. But Saul 

was at rock bottom. He took off the king’s 

clothes and went at night to this woman. He 

put himself in great danger. There were only 

two men with him, and they had to go past 

the Philistine army. 

The Jews believed that the spirits of the 

dead were in a place below the ground. Saul 

wanted this woman to call up the spirit of 

Samuel. We do not know how she did this. 

God warns us that talking to spirits is evil and 

we should have nothing to do with them. Evil 

spirits can hurt us. God always wants to guard 

us from evil. 

Samuel’s spirit was not happy to be 

called back to talk to Saul. He said God’s 

message had not changed. God would take 

the rule of Israel away from Saul. He would 
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make David the king. He would not help Saul 

or his army fight the Philistines. 

Samuel also said that Saul, all his men, 

and his three sons would die in this battle. 

This news made Saul even more afraid. We 

can see how foolish he was. He had brought 

all his men and his sons into great danger. He 

had not even prepared for the battle by eating 

food. He fell to the ground in fear. 

 

At the End of His Rope 

(1 Samuel 30:1-6) 

The battle went very badly for Saul and 

his army. He did not set a good example for 

his men. He was very afraid, so his men were 

very afraid. They ran away and the Philistines 

killed them. Saul’s three sons were also 

killed. 

Saul was very badly hurt. He did not 

want to be alive when the Philistines found 

him. He knew they would treat him very 

badly. 

Saul was at the end of his rope. He 

decided his only choice was to die, but Saul 

did not want to kill himself. He asked his 

helper to kill him with the sword. But the 

helper did not want to kill the king. So Saul 

fell on his own sword and killed himself. His 

helper followed the example of the king and 

fell on his sword too. 

Killing himself did not solve Saul’s 

problems. When his spirit left this world, he 

met God face to face. God would judge Saul 

for all the wrong things he had done. 

 

Things to Remember 

Saul’s sad ending was a result of his 

bad heart. He had not formed a relationship 

with God for himself. Our relationship with 

God must come first. We cannot expect Him 

to lead us if we do not know Him. But there 

may be times when we can’t hear His voice. 

In those times, we can trust His grace and 

mercy to see us through the hard times. 

No matter how much we have messed 

up our lives, God is always ready to forgive 

and set things right. God will always make 

your life clean, even if you think you are at the 

end of your rope. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What should we do when we cannot hear the 
voice of God leading us?  
 

2. Have you ever been between a rock and a hard 
place where all your choices where difficult? Did God 
help you make better decisions? 
 

3. Is there someone in your life that you depend on 
for advice? Does that person know the heart of God? 
 

4. What should we do when we are at the end of our 
rope? Is there ever a time when we have no hope?  



18 You did not obey the Lord and bring His 

burning anger upon Amalek. So the Lord has done 

this to you now. 

19 What is more, the Lord will give Israel and you 

into the hands of the Philistines. So tomorrow you 

and your sons will be with me. The Lord will give 

the army of Israel to the Philistines.” 

20 At once Saul fell to the ground with his whole 

body. He was very afraid because of Samuel’s 

words. And there was no strength in him, for he 

had eaten no food all day and all night. 

____________________ 

 

1 Samuel 31:1-6 

1 Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel. 

And the men of Israel ran from the Philistines and 

were killed and fell on Mount Gilboa.  

2 The Philistines came after Saul and his sons. 

They killed Saul’s sons Jonathan, Abinadab and 

Malchishua.  

3 The battle went against Saul. The men who used 

the bow hit him with arrows and hurt him very 

much.  

4 Then Saul said to the one who carried his battle-

clothes, “Take your sword and cut through me 

with it. Or these men who have not gone through 

our religious act will come and kill me with the 

sword and make fun of me.” But the one who 

carried his battle-clothes would not do it, for he 

was filled with fear. So Saul took his sword and 

fell on it.  

5 When the one who carried his battle-clothes saw 

that Saul was dead, he fell on his sword also, and 

died with him.  

6 So Saul, his three sons, the one who carried his 

battle-clothes, and all his men, died that day 

together. 

1 Samuel 28:3-8, 15-20 

3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had been 

filled with sorrow for him. They buried him in his 

own city of Ramah. And Saul had put out of the 

land those who spoke with spirits by using their 

secret ways.  

4 The Philistines gathered together and came and 

stayed at Shunem. Saul gathered all Israel 

together and they stayed at Gilboa.  

5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was 

afraid. His heart shook with much fear.  

6 Saul asked the Lord what he should do. But the 

Lord did not answer him, by dreams or by Urim 

or by those who speak for God.  

7 Then Saul said to his servants, “Find a woman 

for me who can speak with spirits, that I may go 

to her and ask her what I should do.” His servants 

said to him, “See, there is a woman at Endor who 

can speak with spirits.” 

8 So Saul dressed up to look like somebody else 

and went with two other men to the woman 

during the night. He said, “Use your secret ways 

for me, I beg you, and bring up for me whom I 

will name to you.” 

. . . . .  

15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you 

troubled my rest by bringing me up?” Saul 

answered, “I am very troubled. The Philistines 

are making war against me. And God has left me 

and answers me no more, by those who speak for 

Him or by dreams. So I have called you to tell me 

what I should do.” 

16 Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since 

the Lord has left you and has turned against you? 

17 The Lord has done what He said He would do 

through me. The Lord has torn the rule of Israel 

out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, 

David. 
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 People understand the world through 

their five senses. People can see, hear, taste, 

smell, and touch things. We use our eyes, 

ears, mouth, nose, and hands. This is how we 

use our five senses. People use their senses to 

know what is happening in the world. Our 

senses bring us information. We decide what 

is true based on that information.  

 For example, our senses tell us when it 

is raining. We see water fall from the sky. We 

feel wet drops on our skin. We smell the fresh 

scent of the water. We hear raindrops 

bouncing off the roof. This is how we know it 

is raining. 

 Our sense of sight is very important. 

We can tell a lot about what is happening 

based on what we see. Many people do not 

believe anything unless they see it with their 

own eyes. But sometimes our eyes deceive us. 

And sometimes they do not tell us the whole 

truth. 

 God gives people their five physical 

senses. But God also gives people spiritual 

senses. Spiritual senses help us see and 

understand truth. They help us see and 

understand God. They help us see and 

understand God’s plans and purposes. They 

help us see and understand the way God 

works in the world. Spiritual senses help point 

us to God. 

 Jesus died and rose to life again. This 

was a hard truth to understand. Jesus’ 

followers used their physical senses to help 

them understand what happened. But they 

needed their spiritual senses to help them 

know the whole truth. At Easter, we celebrate 

the important truth they learned. Jesus is 

alive! 

 

Where Is Jesus? (John 20:1-2) 

 Mary Magdalene was one of Jesus’ 

close followers. She was there when Jesus 

died (John 19:25). She loved Him very much. 
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His death caused her much pain. After Jesus 

was buried, Mary Magdalene went to the 

grave where He was buried. She went early on 

the morning after the Jewish Day of Rest. This 

was the first day of the week (v. 1). Other 

women may have gone, too. But John writes 

only about Mary Magdalene. 

 Mary was shocked by what she saw 

when she arrived. The grave was not closed. It 

was open. A heavy stone had closed the grave. 

But now that stone was moved out of the way. 

It was a very large stone. It was too heavy for 

one person to move. Mary was probably afraid 

that thieves had stolen Jesus’ body. 

 Mary ran to get help. She went to 

Simon Peter and another one of Jesus’ 

followers. This other follower was most likely 

John. Maybe these men did not believe Mary. 

Jewish women were not always respected or 

believed. Maybe the men thought she was 

wrong about what she saw. Still, the men 

followed Mary to Jesus’ grave.  

 John arrived first. He began to look at 

the grave. The grave was open. And he saw 

the cloth that was wrapped around Jesus’ dead 

body. It was lying on the ground. But Jesus’ 

body was not in the grave. It was hard to 

understand how this happened. 

  

Peter Looks for Jesus (John 20:6-10) 

 Peter arrived at the grave, too. He did 

not just look. He walked into the grave. He 

saw the stone was moved. He saw the burial 

clothes on the ground. John came inside the 

grave with Peter (v. 8). They both believed 

what they saw. But they did not understand 

the whole truth yet. They did not understand 

what happened to Jesus. They did not 

understand that Jesus rose back to life from 

death. They were amazed. And they returned 

to their homes (v. 10). 

 Jesus’ followers did not understand 

what they saw. Yet they believed (v. 8). This 

was an act of faith.  

 In following Jesus, Christians often 

face things they do not understand. Faith is 

needed to believe things that are hard to 

understand. God honors faith. It pleases Him. 

And He often rewards faith with even greater 

understanding. Peter and John set an example 

of faith for all Christians to follow.  

  

Mary Sees Jesus (John 20:11-18) 

 Mary did not return home. She stayed 

outside Jesus’ grave and cried. She kept 

looking inside it (v. 11). Then she saw 

something Peter and John did not see. She 

saw two angels inside Jesus’ grave (v. 12). 

They asked her why she was crying. She 

answered them and turned around. Then 

something even more amazing happened.  

 Mary saw Jesus! But she did not know 

it was Him. He asked her why she was sad. 

He asked, “Who are you looking for?” (v. 15). 
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Still, Mary did not recognize Jesus. In her 

grief, she thought He was a gardener. She 

asked the man where Jesus was. Finally, 

Jesus called Mary’s name.  

 This time she knew it was Him! She 

knew she had seen the Lord (v. 18). Her eyes 

saw that Jesus was alive. And her heart knew 

that God raised Jesus back to life from the 

dead. She understood the whole truth. She ran 

to tell Jesus’ followers everything she saw 

and heard (v. 18). 

  

Things to Remember 

 Because Mary was full of sadness, she 

almost missed seeing Jesus. Like Mary, many 

people are focused on the struggles in their 

lives. Like Mary, each of us needs to listen 

for Jesus’ voice calling our name. Sometimes 

our physical senses are overwhelmed by hard 

things that happen. You cannot always rely 

on your physical senses. Physical senses do 

not always point you to spiritual truth.  

 God blesses people who believe in Him 

even though they have not seen Him with their 

eyes. The writer of  Hebrews says that faith is 

“being sure of what we cannot see (Hebrews 

11:1). God is pleased with people who believe 

the truth without having to see it with their 

eyes first. Men who lived a long time before 

Jesus pleased God in this way (Hebrews 11:2). 

People who lived when Jesus died pleased 

God in this way. Even today, people still 

please God why they live by faith.  

 Like Mary, people who experience 

Jesus often run to tell others about Him. This 

is the right thing to do. Meeting Jesus should 

always move us to act.  Have you met the 

living Jesus? If so, tell someone about Him. 

Then others can know Him, too! 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Which sense do you think you depend on the 
most?   
 

2. Have your physical senses ever deceived you 
about what was true? If so, tell about it. 
 

3. Are you most like Peter, John, or Mary? Why? 
 

4. What keeps you from seeing Jesus? 
 

5. How can you help others see Jesus and 
understand the truth about Him? 
 

6. Has there been a time when your spiritual senses 
helped you understand an important truth? 



12 She saw two angels dressed in white 

clothes. They were sitting where the body of 

Jesus had lain. One angel was where His head 

had lain and one angel was where His feet had 

lain.  

13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

crying?” She said to them, “Because they have 

taken away my Lord. I do not know where they 

have put Him.” 

14 After saying this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there. But she did not know that 

it was Jesus.  

15 He said to her, “Woman, why are you 

crying? Who are you looking for?” She thought 

He was the man who cared for the garden. She 

said to Him, “Sir, if you have taken Jesus from 

here, tell me where you have put Him. I will 

take Him away.”  

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 

around and said to Him, “Teacher!”  

17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to Me. I 

have not yet gone up to My Father. But go to 

My brothers. Tell them that I will go up to My 

Father and your Father, and to My God and 

your God!”  

18 Mary Magdalene went and told the 

followers that she had seen the Lord. She told 

them the things He had said to her. 

 

John 20:1-18 

1 It was the first day of the week. Mary 

Magdalene came to the grave early in the 

morning while it was still dark. She saw that 

the stone had been pushed away from the 

grave.  

2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other 

follower whom Jesus loved. She said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the grave. 

We do not know where they have put Him.” 

3 Then Peter and the other follower went to 

the grave.  

4 They ran but the other follower ran faster 

than Peter and came to the grave first.  

5 He got down and looked in and saw the 

linen cloths but did not go in.  

6 Then Simon Peter came and went into the 

grave. He saw the linen cloths lying there.  

7 The white cloth that had been around the 

head of Jesus was not lying with the other 

linen cloths. It was rolled up and lying apart 

by itself.  

8 Then the other follower, who had come 

first, went in also. He saw and believed.  

9 They still did not understand what the Holy 

Writings meant when they said that He must 

rise again from the dead.  

10 Then the followers went back again to 

their homes. 

11 Mary stood outside the grave crying. As 

she cried, she got down and looked inside the 

grave.  
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