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The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Introduction
Grace and Truth. These are two simple
words that hold much meaning.
Grace has many meanings:

said, “You will know the truth and the truth
will make you free” (John 8:32).
Who wants to be free? Everyone! Jesus

(1) a way of moving that is smooth and

later said, “I am the Way and the Truth and

controlled, not stiff (to walk with

the Life. No one can go to the Father except

grace or to be graceful);

by Me” (John 14:6).

(2) a short prayer said before eating a
meal (to say grace);
(3) to show actions that are polite and

To know truth is to know Jesus. To
know Jesus is to be free, truly free!
Our prayer is that this study will open

pleasant (to show grace in hard

your eyes to the grace of God that was shown

times);

to the world through the coming of His Son,

(4) loving-favor from God; help or

Jesus Christ. There is no better place to start

kindness that God gives or shows to

than by reading the Gospel of John for

people (God’s grace or the grace of

yourself.

God).
This final meaning is the one that helps
us most in this study of the Gospel of John.
Truth has one meaning: the real facts
about something. When John wrote his gospel,

he used truth 23 times (as translated in the
New Life Version which we use in this study).
Truth was an important idea to John because
truth was often talked about by Jesus.
Of the 23 times John’s gospel uses
truth, almost every one of those was when
Jesus was speaking about truth. One of the
most well-known comments was when Jesus

About the Writers
Jennifer Carson wrote lessons 1-6. Jennifer is a
former English teacher, a freelance writer/editor,
and lives with her family in Saginaw.
Amy Barker wrote lessons 7-8. Amy is a writer
and editor, a wife and homeschooling mother of
three who lives on a farm near Moody, Texas.
Phyllis Merritt wrote lessons 9-10. She has
taught ESL since 1970 in the U.S. and has taught
English in China for many summers.
Judy Hughes wrote lessons 11-13 and the
Christmas lesson. Judy has taught English to
internationals in the U.S. and abroad for many
years.

Introduction ● Page 4
Adult Bible Study in Simplified English Study Guide

The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Lesson Overview
Lesson 1

Jesus Is God

John 1:1-18

Lesson 2

Jesus Shows God’s Power and Presence

John 2:1-11, 13-17

Lesson 3

Jesus Gives Life That Lasts Forever

John 3:1-17

Lesson 4

Surprised by Jesus

John 4:7-15, 25-30

Lesson 5

Healed by Jesus

John 5:1-15, 19-24

Lesson 6

Jesus Says Hard Things

John 6:51-71

Lesson 7

Questions about God

John 9:1-7,16-17, 24-25, 35-39

Lesson 8

Choices about Jesus

John 12:23-28, 35-37, 42-50

Lesson 9

Do As Jesus Did

John 13:1-17

Lesson 10

Jesus Sends the Holy Spirit

John 14:15-31

Lesson 11

It Is Finished!

John 19:16-22, 25-30

Lesson 12

I Have Seen the Lord!

John 20:1-21

Lesson 13

Restored to Service

John 21:3-19

Christmas
Jesus’ Surprising Birth
Lesson

Luke 2:1-20
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The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Word List
Lesson 1
barrier: a problem that makes something
difficult or impossible
rebel: to go against a person
reveal: to make something known
Lesson 2
comfortable: pleasant feeling of being
relaxed, at ease, or free from pain
embarrassed: feeling confused, foolish, or
ashamed, especially in front of others
hospitality: generous and friendly treatment
of visitors and guests
Lesson 3
ancestor: a person from someone’s family in
past times
confused: not able to understand
convert: a person who has changed to a
different religion
influence: power to make things happen
Lesson 4
boundaries: lines of separation; rules about
what should or should not be done; limits that
define acceptable behavior
racism: unfair treatment against a person or
group because of their race
rejected: refused to believe or accept

Lesson 5
criticize: to talk about the problems or faults
of someone
conquer: to defeat
lame: having legs that are not strong enough
to walk or move
Lesson 6
anatomy: the study of parts of the human
body
betray: turn someone over to their enemy
staples: important food that is eaten often
Lesson 7
distracted: having one’s attention taken from
one thing by another thing
exist: to be real; to continue to be
masterpiece: the best artistic work a person
has done
urgent: very important and needing
immediate attention
Lesson 8
dread: to fear something that will or might
happen
priorities: the things that someone cares
about and thinks are important
produce: to make or create by a natural
process
value1 (noun): the amount of money that
something is worth.
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The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Word List
values2 (plural noun): what matters most to
someone; a set of beliefs that are important to
a person.
value3 (verb): To show that something is
important or worth a lot.
Lesson 9
betray: to hand over to the enemy
serve: to help; be of use
Lesson 10
Trinity: The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are all one God. They are the three
Persons of the Trinity.
Lesson 11
crucify: to kill someone by nailing or tying
him to a cross
finished: complete, not needing anything to
be added or taken away
fulfill: to do what was promised
illegal: against the law
sacrifice: an animal or person who is killed
to cover sin and please God
Lesson 12
purpose: a reason for living, or a reason for
doing something
respect: a feeling of deep admiration
tomb: a place where a dead body is kept
witness: a person who makes a statement in
court about what he has seen or heard

Lesson 13
confessed: told or admitted something that
made one embarrassed or ashamed
denied: said that something was not true
private: away from other people
restored: something or someone brought
back to an earlier, better condition
Christmas Lesson
manger: an open box in which food for farm
animals is placed
stable: a place where animals are kept, fed,
and cared for
surprising: unexpected, unusual, causing
surprise
website: a place on the World Wide Web that
contains information on a subject
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The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Word List in Alphabetical Order
These vocabulary words can found in the
lesson listed in each definition. For example,
“L8” means Lesson 8.
anatomy: the study of parts of the human body
(L6)
ancestor: a person from someone’s family in past
times (L3)
barrier: a problem that makes something difficult
or impossible (L1)
betray: turn someone over to their enemy (L6)
betray: to hand over to the enemy (L9)
boundaries: lines of separation; rules about what
should or should not be done; limits that define
acceptable behavior (L4)
comfortable: pleasant feeling of being relaxed, at
ease, or free from pain (L2)
confessed: told or admitted something that made
one embarrassed or ashamed (L13)
confused: not able to understand (L3)
conquer: to defeat (L5)
convert: a person who has changed to a different
religion (L3)
criticize: to talk about the problems or faults of
someone (L5)
crucify: to kill someone by nailing or tying him to
a cross (L11)
denied: said that something was not true (L13)
distracted: having one’s attention taken from one
thing by another thing (L7)
dread: to fear something that will or might happen
(L8)
embarrassed: feeling confused, foolish, or
ashamed, especially in front of others (L2)
exist: to be real; to continue to be (L7)
finished: complete, not needing anything to be
added or taken away (L11)
fulfill: to do what was promised
hospitality: generous and friendly treatment of
visitors and guests (L2)
illegal: against the law (L11)
influence: power to make things happen (L3)
lame: having legs that are not strong enough to
walk or move (L5)
manger: an open box in which food for farm
animals is placed (Christmas Lesson)

masterpiece: the best artistic work a person has
done (L7)
priorities: the things that someone cares about
and thinks are important (L8)
private: away from other people (L13)
produce: to make or create by a natural process
(L8)
purpose: a reason for living, or a reason for doing
something (L12)
racism: unfair treatment against a person or group
because of their race (L4)
rebel: to go against a person (L1)
rejected: refused to believe or accept (L4)
respect: a feeling of deep admiration (L12)
restored: something or someone brought back to
an earlier, better condition (L13)
reveal: to make something known (L1)
sacrifice: an animal or person who is killed to
cover sin and please God (L11)
serve: to help; be of use (L9)
stable: a place where animals are kept, fed, and
cared for (Christmas Lesson)
staples: important food that is eaten often (L6)
surprising: unexpected, unusual, causing surprise
(Christmas Lesson)
Trinity: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are all one God. They are the three Persons of
the Trinity. (L10)
tomb: a place where a dead body is kept (L12)
urgent: very important and needing immediate
attention (L7)
value1 (noun): the amount of money that
something is worth.
values2 (plural noun): what matters most to
someone; a set of beliefs that are important to a
person.
value3 (verb): To show that something is
important or worth a lot. (L8)
website: a place on the World Wide Web that
contains information on a subject (Christmas
Lesson)
witness: a person who makes a statement in court
about what he has seen or heard (L12)
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The Gospel of John: Grace and Truth
Memory Verses
Lesson 1
“The Word (Christ) was in the beginning. The
Word was with God The Word was God.”
(John 1:1)

Lesson 8
“While you have the Light, put your trust in
the Light. Then you will be the sons of the
Light.” (John 12:36a)

Lesson 2
“Many people put their trust in Him when
they saw the powerful works He did.”
(John 2:23b)

Lesson 9
“I have done this to show you what should be
done. You should do as I have done to you.”
(John 13:15)

Lesson 3
“For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son. Whoever puts his trust in God’s
Son will not be lost but will have life that
lasts forever.” (John 3:16)

Lesson 10
“The Helper is the Holy Spirit. The Father
will send Him in My place. He will teach you
everything and help you remember
everything I have told you.” (John 14:26)

Lesson 4
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the Christ…’”
(John 4:26)

Lesson 11
“Jesus knew that everything was now
finished. Everything happened as the Holy
Writings said it would happen.” (John
19:28a)

Lesson 5
“For sure, I tell you, anyone who hears My
Word and puts his trust in Him Who sent me
has life that lasts forever.” (John 5:24a)
Lesson 6
“You will look for Me and find Me, when
you look for Me with all your heart.”
(Jeremiah 29:13)

Lesson 7
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things He planned for us long
ago.” (Ephesians 2:10, New Living
Translation)

Lesson 12
“Then Jesus said to them again, ‘May you
have peace. As the Father has sent Me, I also
am sending you.’” (John 20:21)
Lesson 13
“If you say with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord, and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved
from the punishment of sin.” (Romans 10:9)
Christmas Lesson
“Greatness and honor to our God in the
highest heaven and peace on earth among
men who please Him.” (Luke 2:14)
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important for two people to speak the same

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Gospel of John:
Grace and Truth

Lesson 1:
Jesus Is God

language if they want to know and understand
each other.
God is not like people. He has power
people do not have. His purposes are greater
than ours. His ways are not like ours. It is
hard for many people to understand God.
They feel He is far away. They feel He does
not speak their language. But God wants
people to understand His love for them. This

Bible Text
John 1:1-18
Memory Verse
“The Word (Christ) was in the beginning. The
Word was with God The Word was God.”
(John 1:1)

Word List
barrier: a problem that makes something difficult
or impossible
rebel: to go against a person in authority
reveal: to make something known
Have you ever visited another country?
Visiting another country often creates many
challenges. Other countries have different
laws. They often eat different foods. They use
different money. They have different ways of
living. They may even speak a different
language. This creates a language barrier.
You cannot easily get to know others
when you speak a different language. You
cannot explain what you mean. You cannot
ask questions. You cannot ask for help. It is

is why God sent Jesus.
Jesus is God. When Jesus was born,
God came near to people. In a way, Jesus is
God’s way of speaking the human language.
Jesus was fully God. But He became fully
human. He did this so that He could show
people what God is like. Jesus showed people
God’s love. He showed people God’s power.
And He showed people how to “become
children of God” (John 1:1\2).
In the Beginning (John 1:1-5)
John’s Gospel is different from
Matthew’s, Mark’s, or Luke’s. Each of the

four Gospels tells about the life of Jesus.
When telling about a person’s life, it makes
sense to start at the beginning. That is why
Matthew and Luke start with Jesus’ birth.
John also told about Jesus’ life by starting at
the beginning.
But John told Jesus’ story from another
point of view. Jesus’ life on earth began when
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He was born in Bethlehem. But the Book of

when He came into the world, the world did

John reveals something important about

not accept Him (v. 11). The God of the

Jesus. The story of Jesus began a long time

universe gave people the right to know and

before He was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was

receive Him (v. 12). Jesus made a way for

with God in the beginning of time. He was

people to know God.

with God at creation. He was with God long
before He was sent to earth.
John called Jesus the Word of God. He

In the Old Testament, God showed
Himself to people in different ways. People
could know what God was like through the

announced that Jesus was God (v. 1). Jesus

Law. People could know what God said when

was with God from the beginning of time

the early preachers spoke His words. People

(v.2). Only “an empty waste and darkness”

could even learn about God through the Jews’

existed before God made the world (Genesis

special religious gatherings. All these things

1:1). Jesus was the light in that darkness (v.

helped people understand God.

5). He created life and light out of

God has created all people. He loves all

“nothing” (Genesis 1:1). This is how He

people. He wants all people to receive Him

created “the heavens and the earth” (Genesis

(v. 12). God wants to make us His sons and

1:1). John showed that Jesus is God, even

daughters. God made us. He wants us to know

from creation.

His great love. He wants us to give ourselves
to Him. That is why God sent Jesus. That is

John Told About Jesus (John 1:6-9)

why Jesus left God’s presence. That is why

John was a disciple of Jesus. In the

Jesus came to earth as a baby. It is why He

Book of John, John often called himself “the

lived on earth as a man. It is why He died on

follower whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20). In

the cross and rose to life again.

the Bible, there was another important man

named John. This was John the Baptist (John
1:15-34; Matthew 3). John the Baptist told

Jesus Lived Among Us (John 1:14-18)
God’s great love is the reason Jesus

people that God sent Jesus. He said that Jesus

“became human flesh and lived among us” (v.

was “the true Light” who “was coming into

14). Jesus was full of God’s “loving-favor and

the world” (v. 9).

truth” (v. 14). He was fully God. And He was
fully human. In Jesus, the God of creation

Jesus Came Into the World (John 1:10-13)
Jesus created the world (v. 10). But

became like the people He created. He took on
the form of a man. He lived like a man. He
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suffered like a man. He died like a man.

receive forgiveness. He paid the price for us

Because of God’s great power in Jesus, He

to become the sons and daughters of the one

did what no man can do. He rose to life

true God.

again.

If we want to know what God is like,
we must look at Jesus. In Jesus we see the
Things to Remember
God was at the beginning of creation.

truth of God’s power. In Jesus we see the
truth of God’s love. Who is Jesus to you? Is

Jesus is God. Jesus was also at the beginning

He an important teacher? Is He a religious

of creation. Though He created all things, He

leader? Is He just another historical figure?

became human. He did this to show people

Or is Jesus really God?

what God is like. Jesus came so that we may

John said that He is. That is where John

become children of God. Sin separates every

began. Each person must respond to Jesus.

person from God. People rebel against God

How will you respond to Him? Will He be

and live by their own rules. This is sin. Sin

God of your life? That choice is where true

brings God’s punishment.

life begins. Jesus is the way to know God.

Only Jesus can save people from the
punishment of sin. Jesus was fully God. This
means He had no sin. Jesus was also fully
man. This means he faced pain and weakness
like every person. Even though He was
without sin, He took the punishment for your
sin and mine. He paid the price for us to

Things to Think About
1. What barriers have you experienced in knowing
God?
2. Why is it important to know that Jesus was
present at creation?
3. John the Baptist spoke boldly and helped people
know about Jesus. How can we help others believe
in Jesus?
4.What do you think it means to be a child of God?
5. How does Jesus show us God’s love?
6. Who is Jesus to you?

Listen closely to John’s words. And ask God
to show you the truth about Jesus today.
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John 1:1-18

14 Christ became human flesh and lived

1 The Word (Christ) was in the beginning.

among us. We saw His shining-greatness.

The Word was with God. The Word was

This greatness is given only to a much-

God.

loved Son from His Father. He was full of

2 He was with God in the beginning.

loving-favor and truth.

3 He made all things. Nothing was made

15 John told about Christ and said, “I have

without Him making it.

been telling you about this One. I said, ‘He

4 Life began by Him. His Life was the Light

is coming after me. He is more important

for men.

than I because He lived before me.’”

5 The Light shines in the darkness. The

16 From Him Who has so much we have all

darkness has never been able to put out the

received loving-favor, one loving-favor

Light.

after another.

6 There was a man sent from God whose

17 The Law was given through Moses, but

name was John.

loving-favor and truth came through Jesus

7 He came to tell what he knew about the

Christ.

Light so that all men might believe through

18 The much-loved Son is beside the

him.

Father. No man has ever seen God. But

8 John was not the Light, but he was sent to

Christ has made God known to us

tell about the Light.
9 This true Light, coming into the world,
gives light to every man.
10 He came into the world. The world was
made by Him, but it did not know Him.
11 He came to His own, but His own did not

receive Him.
12 He gave the right and the power to
become children of God to those who
received Him. He gave this to those who put
their trust in His name.
13 These children of God were not born of
blood and of flesh and of man’s desires, but
they were born of God.
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Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Gospel of John:
Grace and Truth

Lesson 2:
Jesus Shows God’s
Power and Presence
Bible Text
John 2:1-11, 13-17
Memory Verse
“Many people put their trust in Him when they
saw the powerful works He did.” (John 2:23b)
Word List
comfortable: pleasant feeling of being relaxed, at
ease, or free from pain
embarrassed: feeling confused, foolish, or
ashamed, especially in front of others
hospitality: generous and friendly treatment of
visitors and guests
A woman wore her favorite pair of
shoes for over two years. They were

The woman was very surprised. She

could not believe how the new shoes felt on
her feet. They were much stronger than her
old shoes. After feeling the new shoes on her
feet, the woman knew she needed a new pair.
She purchased a new pair that day.
Jesus came to replace something more
important than a pair of old shoes. He
challenged the way religious Jews lived. He
challenged the way religious Jews
worshipped. Many religious Jews were
shocked at Jesus’ actions when He began His
ministry. Jesus showed that God’s power and
presence were better than religion.
At a wedding in Cana, Jesus performed
miracles with God’s power. He showed that
God’s power does not come from religion.
Later, Jesus visited the Temple on a special
Jewish religious holiday. At the Temple,
Jesus showed how God’s presence is more
important than religious buildings.
Jesus Showed God’s Power (John 1: 1-11)
Weddings are a happy time filled with

comfortable shoes. After a while, they started

joy. At a wedding, people gather to celebrate

to show some wear. The woman thought her

with friends and family. Early in Jesus’

shoes were still pretty strong. She did not

ministry, Jesus was invited to a wedding in

realize how worn her shoes had become. She

Cana (v. 2). Jewish weddings lasted several

did not think she needed to replace them just

days. Many guests would stay with the

yet. One day in a store, she saw a new pair of

groom’s family. This kind of hospitality was

shoes exactly like the ones she owned. So she

very important to Jews. They worked hard to

tried them on.

take care of their guests. They provided
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plenty of food and drink. To run out of food

best wine first. After people have had much to

or drink at a wedding would bring shame to a

drink, he puts out the wine that is not so good.

family.

You have kept the good wine until now!” (v.

Jesus attended the wedding with some
of His followers and His family (vv. 1-2).

10).
This was Jesus’ first public miracle. Not

Jesus’ mother was there, too. She knew her

everyone at the wedding knew what Jesus had

hosts had run out of wine (v.3). Mary knew

done. But it was an important act. This act

they would be embarrassed if they ran out

helped Jesus’ followers understand His strong

of food or drink. So she asked Jesus to do

power. It helped them understand that Jesus is

something about it.

God. Jesus showed that God has more power

Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew Jesus

than special religious acts.

was filled with God’s power. She knew that
Jesus is God. Because she knew this, she
boldly asked Jesus for help. She told the
servants to do whatever Jesus said (v. 5). She

Jesus Pointed to God’s Presence
(John 1:13-17)
Later, Jesus went to Jerusalem (v. 13).

showed great faith in Jesus’ power. Jesus

He went there for a special religious holiday

honored her faith and did a powerful work at

called Passover. It was the gathering to

this wedding.

remember how the Jews left Egypt (v. 13).

Jesus told the servants to use six stone

This was the most important religious holiday

jars. These were special jars used for

to the Jews. Many Jews went to Jerusalem at

religious acts (v. 6). Jews believed that any

the same time for this reason. They made

water in these jars had special religious

special offerings to God at the house of God,

power. By using these jars, Jesus showed

or the Temple, in Jerusalem. This is what they

something important. He showed that true

did to remember how God had freed them for

power comes only from God, not religion.

slavery in Egypt.

After the servants filled these jars with

Cleaning was an important part of how

water, they poured a drink from them. They

the Jews celebrated this special holiday. Even

gave this drink to the man in charge of the

today, Jews clean their homes in a special way

wedding feast (v. 8). The water became wine

at this time of year. They especially make sure

when he tasted it. The wine was very good!

to empty their homes of any bread made with

The man in charge of the feast was very

yeast. This kind of cleaning is a symbol. It

surprised. He said, “Everyone puts out his

shows how sin keeps people from being clean
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before God. Jesus wanted God’s people to

15). Jesus showed that religious buildings and

have clean hearts. He knew that religious acts

religious acts alone do not please God.

and offerings could not make their hearts
clean from sin.

Jesus showed that God desires true
worship more than religious acts. Religious

In Jerusalem, Jesus went to the Temple. acts do not give someone a clean heart. Only
When he arrived, many people were buying

a clean heart can worship in God’s presence.

and selling animals (v. 14). Jews killed these

In the Temple, Jesus acted to show that God’s

animals and made a offering to God. They

presence is more important than religion.

also purchased special coins to give to God.
They did these things to try to become clean
from their sins.
These things happened inside the

Things to Remember
Religious acts and religious buildings
might seem very important. They might be at

Temple. But the Temple was a special place

the center of religious life. But Jesus came to

for Jews. It was the center of Jewish religious

show God’s people a better way. Jesus came

life. Jews believed that God’s presence rested

to show people what God is really like.

in the Temple. Jesus was angry when he saw

Jesus should be at the center of a

what was happening in the Temple. Religious

Christian’s faith in God. Religious buildings

Jewish people had turned God’s house into a

are places to gather. But they do not always

street market (v. 16)! Jesus saw what was in

mean God is present. In the same way,

their hearts. And He took action.

religious acts can honor God. But they do not

Jesus made a whip. He yelled at the
men. He forced them to leave the Temple (v.

have power to make people clean from sin.
Only God has power over sin. And He
showed His power through Jesus.

Things to Think About
1. Do you consider yourself a religious person? Why
or why not?
2. Why do you think that Jesus only allowed some of
the people at the wedding in Cana to witness His
first miracle?
3. Why do you think Jesus responded in anger when
He saw what was happening in the Temple?
4. What are some ways that religious acts and
religious places keep us from true worship?
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John 2:1-11, 13-17
until now!”
1 Three days later there was a wedding in the 11 This was the first powerful work Jesus
town of Cana in the country of Galilee. The
did. It was done in Cana of Galilee where
mother of Jesus was there.

He showed His power. His followers put

2 Jesus and His followers were asked to

their trust in Him.

come to the wedding.

_______

3 When the wine was all gone, the mother of
Jesus said to Him, “They have no more

13 It was time for the special religious

wine.”

gathering to remember how the Jews left

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what is that to

Egypt. Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

you and to Me. It is not time for Me to work

14 He went into the house of God and found

yet.”

cattle and sheep and doves being sold. Men

5 His mother said to the helpers, “Do

were sitting there changing money.

whatever He says.”

15 Jesus made a whip of small ropes. He

6 Six stone water jars were there. Each one

used it to make them all leave the house of

held about one-half barrel of water. These

God along with the sheep and cattle. He

water jars were used in the Jewish worship

pushed their money off the tables and turned

of washing.

the tables over.

7 Jesus said to the helpers, “Fill the jars with

16 He said to those who sold doves, “Take

water.” They filled them to the top.

these things out of here! You must not make

8 Then He said, “Take some out and give it

My Father’s house a place for buying and

to the head man who is caring for the

selling!”

people.” They took some to him.

17 Then His followers remembered that it

9 The head man tasted the water that had

was written in the Holy Writings, “I am

become wine. He did not know where it

jealous for the honor of Your house.”

came from but the helpers who took it to him
knew. He called the man who had just been
married.
10 The head man said to him, “Everyone
puts out his best wine first. After people have
had much to drink, he puts out the wine that
is not so good. You have kept the good wine
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Jesus Gives Life
That Lasts Forever
Bible Text
John 3:1-17
Memory Verse
“For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son. Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son will
not be lost but will have life that lasts
forever.” (John 3:16)
Word List
ancestor: a person from someone’s family in
past times
confused: not able to understand
convert: a person who has changed to a different
religion
influence: power to make things happen
A college student worked in the
tutoring lab at his college. A teacher at the
tutoring lab gave him a Bible. The young man
started by reading the Book of John. After
some time, the young man sat down to visit
with his teacher.
“I’ve been reading my Bible. I finished
the Gospel of John last night,” he said.

“What did you think?” asked the

teacher.
“I just can’t get away from Jesus,” said
the student. “I must make up my mind. I have
to decide whether I believe all this or not.
Because if Jesus is who He says He is, my life
needs to change.”
This young man’s questions led him to
find out the truth about Jesus. Eventually, he
chose to believe Jesus. He placed his faith in
Jesus so that he could be saved from the
punishment of sin. He became a Christian and
invited his teacher to watch him be baptized.
In the Book of John, we read about a
man who was like this college student. His
name was Nicodemus. Nicodemus needed to
decide what to do about Jesus. So he came to
Jesus to ask questions. Nicodemus was
surprised by Jesus’ response. He learned why
God sent Jesus. He also learned that Jesus
brings eternal life.
A Man with Questions (John 3:1-2)
Nicodemus was an important man. He

was a special religious leader for the Jews. He
knew the Jewish religious laws better than
almost anyone. Jews came to him when they
had questions about the right way to live. In
addition, Nicodemus was a member of a
group who ruled the Jews. The members of
this group were very powerful.
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Clearly, Nicodemus was a man of

spirit (Jeremiah 31:33-34; Ezekiel 11:19). And

influence. Important Jewish religious leaders

Jews often described Jewish converts as being

like this did not welcome Jesus. This might

like newborn children. But faithful Jews did

be why Nicodemus visited Jesus at night. He

not understand the idea of being born again.

probably did not want other Jewish leaders to

They had already been born as children of

know about his visit. Nicodemus had not

Abraham. This is what made them Jews. This

made up his mind about Jesus before they

is what made them God’s people. They did not

met. But he wanted to know about Jesus.

understand a second birth.

Nicodemus greeted Jesus with respect.

Jesus wanted Nicodemus to understand

He called Jesus teacher. This was a special

having Abraham as an ancestor would not

Jewish title. Only a man with formal

save anyone from the punishment of sin.

religious training was called this. In addition,

Being born a Jew did not make a person holy.

Nicodemus understood that Jesus’ power

Jesus told Nicodemus about new life that lasts

came from God. He knew that Jesus’

forever. To have this kind of life, Jesus said

miracles were a sign of God’s presence. He

Nicodemus must be “born of water and of the

wanted to know more.

Spirit” (v. 5). Water probably refers to
baptism. Being born of the Spirit means

You Must Be Born Again (John 3:3-8)
Nicodemus was probably expecting
Jesus to explain His teachings. Maybe

having faith in Jesus to save from the
punishment of sin.
Jesus then compared His words to the

Nicodemus was expecting Jesus to do

wind. No one can see the wind. It is hard to

another miracle. But Jesus did not teach or

say where it comes from or where it is going.

do miracles. He said something that

Nicodemus could know that Jesus told the

confused Nicodemus. Jesus said, “For sure, I

truth. He could see proof of Jesus’ power. Just

tell you, unless a man is born again, he

like we can see proof of the wind by looking

cannot see the holy nation of God” (v. 5).

in the trees as it blows. Jesus wanted

Jesus’ words surprised Nicodemus
(v. 7). It did not make sense to Nicodemus
that a man can be born twice. Why did Jesus
say this? What did He mean?
The Old Testament speaks about
God’s people having a new heart and a new

Nicodemus to know Him and trust Him. He
wanted Nicodemus to be born again.
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The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up

(John 3:9-15)
Nicodemus still did not understand. So
Jesus tried to explain again. Jews believed
that Enoch, Moses, Elijah, and Isaiah had all
entered heaven. But they never returned to tell
about it. Jesus came from heaven where He
was with God the Father. Since Jesus came
from heaven, Nicodemus could trust that
Jesus knew about life that lasts forever.
Jesus also used a word picture to help
Nicodemus understand. When the Jews left
Egypt as slaves, they wandered forty years in
the desert. During that time, they complained
against God. So the Lord send poisonous
snakes among them as punishment. Many
died. After the people turned back to God, He

The bronze snake had no magic
powers. The people were saved by their
obedience and faith in God when they looked
at it. That is what Jesus wanted Nicodemus to
understand. Nicodemus needed to place his
faith in Jesus to be saved from the
punishment of sin.
Jesus Came to Save (John 3:16-17)
Jesus came to save people from the
punishment of sin. God sent Jesus because He
loves all people. God wants to forgive. He
does not want to punish. Those who place
their faith in Jesus will be saved. Those who
reject Jesus cannot have life that lasts forever
in heaven. Every person must make the same
choice as Nicodemus.

saved them from the snakes. God told Moses

Things to Remember

to make a large snake head out of bronze. He
told Moses to hold it up in front of the Jews.
When they looked on it, they were healed.

Each one of us must decide what to do
with Jesus. Many Jews believed that God
loved them more than any other people. Jesus
said this is not true. God loves all people. He
wants to save every person from the
punishment of sin. What choice will you

Things to Think About

make about Jesus? Accept God’s love

1. Who are the religious leaders in your day?

through Jesus Christ. Place your faith in

2. Why do you think it was hard for Nicodemus to
understand Jesus?

Jesus. He will save you from the punishment

3. Why can we trust Jesus to teach about life that
lasts forever?
4. Why is John 3:16 an important verse to
Christians?

of sin.

Lesson 3 ● Page 20

John 3:1-17

Jews and do not know these things?

1 There was a man named Nicodemus. He

11 For sure, I tell you, We are talking about

was a proud religious law-keeper and a

things We know. We tell of what We have

leader of the Jews.

seen. Yet you do not take Our words to be

2 He came to Jesus at night and said,

true.

“Teacher, we know You have come from

12 I tell you about things of the earth and

God to teach us. No one can do these

you do not believe them. How will you

powerful works You do unless God is with

believe if I tell you things about heaven?

Him.”

13 “No one has gone up into heaven except

3 Jesus said to him, “For sure, I tell you,

the One Who came down from heaven. That

unless a man is born again, he cannot see the

One is the Son of Man *Who is in heaven.

holy nation of God.”

14 As Moses lifted up the snake in the

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man

desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up.

be born when he is old? How can he get into

15 Then whoever puts his trust in Him will

his mother’s body and be born the second

have life that lasts forever.

time?”

16 For God so loved the world that He gave

5 Jesus answered, “For sure, I tell you,

His only Son. Whoever puts his trust in

unless a man is born of water and of the

God’s Son will not be lost but will have life

Spirit of God, he cannot get into the holy

that lasts forever.

nation of God.

17 For God did not send His Son into the

6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh.

world to say it is guilty. He sent His Son so

Whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.

the world might be saved from the

7 “Do not be surprised that I said to you,

punishment of sin by Him.

‘You must be born again.’

8 The wind blows where it wants to and you
hear its sound. You do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. It is the same
with everyone who is born of the Spirit of
God.”
9 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can this
be?”
10 Jesus said, “Are you a teacher among the

Lesson 4 ● Page 21

Black Americans were not always

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Gospel of John:
Grace and Truth

Lesson 4:
Surprised by Jesus

welcome at Billy Graham’s preaching events.
When they did attend, they had to sit in the
back. Sometimes they had to sit in the hot sun.
At first Billy Graham did not know what
to do about these unfair actions. Many people
saw nothing wrong with this treatment. Even
some Christians did not stand up against it.
This troubled him. He wanted all people to
hear about Jesus Christ. He wanted all people

Bible Text
John 4:7-15, 25-30
Memory Verse
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the Christ…’”
(John 4:26)
Word List
boundaries: lines of separation; rules about what
should or should not be done; limits that define
acceptable behavior
racism: unfair treatment against a person or
group because of their race
rejected: refused to believe or accept

to be saved from the punishment of sin.
Finally, Billy Graham did something.
He made sure that everyone was welcome at
his preaching everts. He made sure that people
could sit wherever they wanted. He invited a
black man to help him organize his preaching
events. Some people were angry about Billy
Graham’s decision. And some people were
angry that he had not acted sooner.
Billy Graham surprised many people

Billy Graham was a famous American

with his decisions. He crossed the boundaries

preacher. In the 1940s and 1950s, he traveled

of race to tell people about Jesus. In doing this,

around the country telling people about Jesus. he followed Jesus’ example in the Book of
During that time, African-Americans were not John. Jesus surprised people when he crossed

treated fairly. Racism was a serious problem.

boundaries, too. Many of them responded to

During this time in America, there were Jesus the same way people responded to Billy
many divisions between black Americans and Graham.
white Americans. They did not eat together in
restaurants. They did not sit together on
busses. They did not attend school together.

A Shocking Question (John 4:7-9)
Jesus went from Galilee in the north to

These are just a few examples of racism in

Jerusalem in the south. On the way, he

America at that time.

traveled through an area called Samaria. Most
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Jews would not take this route. They would
travel around Samaria instead of through it.

A Surprising Response (John 4:10-15)
Jesus’ words to the woman were

Strict Jews avoided contact with Samaritan

surprising, too. Jesus began by asking the

people. In fact, many of them hated

Samaritan woman for water. But He quickly

Samaritan people. They did not think

began to talk about more important things. A

Samaritans were true Jews. They did not

drink of water from the well would meet a

think Samaritans were pleasing to God. Jews

physical need. But Jesus wanted to talk about

made sure to keep themselves apart from

a deeper need. He knew the Samaritan woman

Samaritans. Even more, they often treated

needed “living water” (v. 10).

Samaritans with no honor or respect.
Jesus ignored these religious

The Samaritan woman did not
understand. She thought Jesus was still talking

boundaries. He crossed over into Samaria.

about water from the well (v. 12). But Jesus

He had been walking with His followers for a

was really talking about Himself (v. 13). He

few hours. They were hot and thirsty from

knew she had deep needs in her life. He knew

their journey. So they stopped to rest near a

she had hurts and problems. He knew that sin

well where they could drink and eat. When

controlled her life. He wanted to forgive and

His followers went to buy food, Jesus did

heal her.

something even more surprising.
A Samaritan woman came to the well

Jesus knows the hearts of all people. He
knew this woman needed more than water.

while Jesus was there. Jesus asked her for a

Jesus offered her “life that lasts forever” (v.

drink (v. 7). It was a simple request. But it

14). But she still did not understand (v. 15).

was also shocking. By speaking to the
Samaritan woman, Jesus crossed even more

A Surprising Savior (John 4:25-30)

religious boundaries (v. 9).

The Samaritan woman knew that the

Jesus’s actions broke many Jewish

Jews were “looking for the One Who is

rules. For example, Jewish men usually

coming...called the Christ” (v. 25). But she did

avoided talking to women. Also, Jews did

not understand who Jesus was. So He began to

not approve of religious teachers like Jesus

show her. He told the woman about her life.

speaking to women. Even more, Jews would

He told her things a stranger could not know

not eat or drink anything prepared by a

(John 4:16-18). Finally, He told her plainly

Samaritan. All these things made Jesus’

who He was. Jesus said to her, “I am the

request quite shocking for that time.

Christ, the One talking with you!” (v. 26).
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Just then, His followers returned. They

The Samaritans received Jesus. But

were very surprised to see Jesus talking with

many Jews did not. They rejected Jesus

the woman. They wanted to know why Jesus

because He broke their religious rules. He

would talk with such a woman (v. 27). The

wanted people everywhere to be saved. It did

Samaritan woman ran to tell others about

not matter to Jesus if they were men or

Jesus (v. 28). She began to understand that

women. It did not matter where they lived.

God sent Jesus. She began to understand He

And it did not matter what religion they were.

was the Christ (v. 29). Many others came to

God wanted all people to know the truth

Jesus because of what she said (v. 30). And

about Jesus.

many people in Samaria believed in Jesus
because of this woman (John 4:41).

The same thing is true today.
Sometimes there are barriers between men
and women. Other times there are barriers

Things to Remember
Jesus broke down many barriers to

between rich and poor. And still other times
there are barriers between people from

reveal Himself to one woman. The woman

different countries. Christians must take the

and many others in Samaria believed that

gospel across every barrier the world creates.

Jesus “is the Christ, the One Who saves men

We should be obedient to follow Jesus’

of this world from the punishment of their

example. We should tell all people how Jesus

sins” (John 4:42). They placed their faith in

gives life that lasts forever.

Jesus.

Things to Think About
1. What things today divide people and create
barriers like racism?
2. How do you think the Samaritan woman felt when
Jesus spoke to her? How do you feel when speaking
to people who are very different than you?
3. Why did Jesus talk to the woman about living
water? How is Jesus like living water?
4. How do you know Jesus is the Christ?
5. Who can you tell about Jesus? What barriers will
you have to cross?
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John 4:7-15, 25-30

is called the Christ. When He comes, He

7 A woman of Samaria came to get water.

will tell us everything.”

Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”

26 Jesus said to her, “I am the Christ, the

8 His followers had gone to the town to buy

One talking with you!”

food.

27 Right then the followers came back and

9 The woman of Samaria said to Him, “You

were surprised and wondered about finding

are a Jew. I am of Samaria. Why do You ask

Him talking with a woman. But no one said,

me for a drink when the Jews have nothing

“What do You want?” or, “Why are You

to do with the people of Samaria?”

talking with her?”

10 Jesus said to her, “You do not know what

28 The woman left her water jar and went

God has to give. You do not know Who said

into the town. She said to the men,

to you, ‘Give Me a drink.’ If you knew, you

29 “Come and see a Man Who told me

would have asked Him. He would have

everything I ever did! Can this be the

given you living water.”

Christ?”

11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, the well is

30 They went out of town and came to Him.

deep. You have nothing to get water with.
Where will You get the living water?
12 Are You greater than our early father
Jacob? He gave us the well. He and his
children and his cattle drank from it.”
13 Jesus said to her, “Whoever drinks this
water will be thirsty again.
14 Whoever drinks the water that I will give
him will never be thirsty. The water that I

will give him will become in him a well of
life that lasts forever.”
15 The woman said, “Sir, give me this water
so I will never be thirsty. Then I will not
have to come all this way for water.”
__________
25 The woman said to Him, “I know the
Jews are looking for One Who is coming. He
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day” (Exodus 20:8,10). Since the time of
Moses, Jewish religious leaders made many
rules about the Day of Rest.
These religious leaders and teachers
made hundreds of their own rules. They made
these rules to define what work was. These
rules limited how far people could walk. The
people were not allowed to light a fire. People
could be punished for doing any kind of work

Bible Text
John 5:1-15, 19-24
Memory Verse
“For sure, I tell you, anyone who hears My Word
and puts his trust in Him Who sent me has life
that lasts forever.” (John 5:24a)

Word List
conquer: to defeat
criticize: to talk about the problems or faults of
someone
lame: having legs that are not strong enough to
walk or move
In his Gospel, John told about many of
the “powerful work[s] Jesus did” (John 2:11).

on the Day of Rest.
The special religious leaders of the
Jews made sure people followed these rules.
In the Book of John, Jesus often ignored their
rules. One time, He healed a man on the Day
of Rest. Jewish religious leaders believed
healing was a kind of religious work. This
was another thing did not allow on the Day of
Rest. They were very angry at Jesus for doing
this. They cared more about religious laws
than about people and their needs.
Even today, many people care deeply
about religious laws. These rules are not

These powerful works prove that Jesus is God. always written down. But the rules are clear
to many religious people. Christians often
These things made many Jewish religious
leaders angry. They often criticized Jesus’

face the same kind of anger from religious

works. They did not like it when Jesus broke

leaders that Jesus faced. And they can look to

their religious rules.

Jesus’ example to know how to respond.

The Jewish religious leaders made many
rules. In the Law God gave to Moses, He told
His people to “remember the Day of
Rest” (Exodus 20:8). God said they should

Jesus Has Power to Heal (John 5:1-9)
Jesus was in Jerusalem for a special
religious gathering (v. 1). In Jerusalem, there
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was a special place called Bethesda (v. 2).

he was working on the Day of Rest. They

Jews believed this pool had the power to heal

were focused on religious rules.

(v. 4). Many people who were sick and lame

They said, “It is against the Law for you

went there to be healed. One man had been

to carry your bed” (v. 10). They were only

sick for 38 years. Jesus saw this man (v. 6).

focused on the Law! They did not even

Jesus asked the man if he wanted to be

recognize God’s power. And they did not care

healed (v. 6). But the man did not understand

that this man was healed. The man must have

what Jesus was asking. This man did not

been afraid and confused. He did not even

understand that Jesus has power to heal. He

know it was Jesus who healed him (v. 13).

believed only the pool of Bethesda had this

And Jesus had gone away when the angry

kind of power. The man could not get to the

Jews began to question the man (v. 13). After

pool without help (v. 7).

this, the man went to “the house of God” (v.

Jesus spoke strong words to this man.

14).

Even though the man could not walk, Jesus

Later, Jesus found the man. He

told him to get up (v. 8). The very words of

reminded the man that he was healed (v. 14).

Jesus had the power to heal. The words did

Surely this man knew Jesus’ power. Now

for this man what the pool had not done. The

Jesus wanted the man to know His power in a

man was healed. He obeyed Jesus’ words. He

different way. Jesus can heal a sick person’s

stood up, picked up his bed, and walked (v.

body. But Jesus also has power to help people

9). Jesus showed God’s power in an amazing

conquer sin. He has power to give a whole

way!

new life. He can heal both the body and the
John finished this story in a strange

spirit. The man who was healed left the house

way. He noted that “this happened on the

of God and told others that Jesus healed him

Day of Rest” (v. 9). This set the stage for

(v. 15).

what happened next.
Jesus Has Power Over the Law
Jesus Has Power Over Sin (John 5:10-15)
The Jews saw that the man was healed

(John 5:19-24)
The Jews were angry that Jesus did this

(v. 10). But their response was strange. They

on the Day of Rest (John 5:16). Their hearts

did not rejoice. They did not celebrate. They

were dark. They did not honor God. They

did not seem the least bit happy. Instead, they

hated Jesus. In their hatred, they failed to see

criticized the man. They were unhappy that

the truth. Jesus is God. He was sent by God
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the Father. Their love of religious laws kept

them from loving Jesus. Even more, they
wanted to kill Jesus (John 4:18).
Jesus spoke to these proud religious

Things to Remember

Jesus came to show people what God
was like. He showed people God’s great love
and power. Religious laws are not higher than

leaders. He said that He obeyed His Father,

God’s love or power. Jesus showed this when

God. He said, “Whatever the Father does, the

He healed the man at Bethesda.

Son does also” (v. 19). Jesus claimed to have

Jesus calls all Christians to share God’s

God’s power. He knew that God is greater

love and power. Because of His love for all

than any religious law. And He also promised

people, God sent Jesus. Jesus showed God’s

that God would help Him do even “greater

power to heal. He showed God’s power over

works than these” (v. 20).

sin. He also showed God’s power over

God’s power is not limited by religious

religious laws. Because of this, we can trust

laws. God’s power is higher. He “raises up the God. Those who place their faith in Jesus are
dead and makes them live” (v. 21). God alone

trusting God’s power to save them from the

has power to say who is guilty of sin.

punishment of sin (v. 24).

Religious laws cannot do this. And God gave

Both sin and religious laws can hurt

this power to Jesus (v. 22). God also gave

people. Sin can bring guilt and pain, shame

Jesus power to save people from the

and death. And religious laws are never more

punishment of sin (v. 24). The law cannot

important than God’s love and power. Jesus

save people like this. Only Jesus can. He can

wants to heal. Trust Him today. And tell

do it because His power comes from God.

others about the One Who heals.

Things to Think About
1. Can you think of important religious laws that you
see among Christians today?
2. How did the man at Bethesda respond to Jesus’
command? How do you respond when Jesus
speaks? Why do you respond this way?
3. What kind of healing have you experienced from
God? What kind of healing do you still need?
4. How does understanding Jesus’ powerful works
shape your thoughts about God?
5. With whom is God calling you to share God’s
healing love and power? How can you begin?
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John 5:1-15, 19-24
1 Some time later, there was a religious
gathering of the Jews. Jesus went up to
Jerusalem.
2 In Jerusalem there is a pool with five
porches called Bethesda near the sheep gate.
3 Inside these porches lay many sick people.
Some were blind. Some could not walk.
Some could not move their bodies.
4 (*An angel of the Lord came at certain
times and made the water move. All of them
were waiting for it to move. Whoever got in
the water first after it was moving was healed
of whatever sickness he had.)
5 A man was there who had been sick for
thirty-eight years.
6 Jesus saw him lying there and knew the
man had been sick a long time. Jesus said to
him, “Would you like to be healed?”
7 The sick man said, “Sir, I have no one to
put me in the pool when the water is moving.
While I am coming, another one gets in
first.”
8 Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your
bed and walk.”
9 At once the man was healed and picked up
his bed and walked. This happened on the
Day of Rest.
10 The Jews said to the man who had been
healed, “This is the Day of Rest. It is against
the Law for you to carry your bed.”
11 He said to them, “The Man Who healed
me said to me, ‘Pick up your bed and walk.’
12 Then the Jews asked him, “What man
said to you, ‘Pick up your bed and walk’?”

13 The man who had been healed did not
know Who He was. Jesus had gone away
while many people were there.
14 Later Jesus found the man who had been
healed in the house of God. He said to him,
“Listen! You have been healed. Stop
sinning or something worse will come to
you.”
15 The man went away and told the Jews
that it was Jesus Who had healed him.
__________
19 Then Jesus said to them, “For sure, I tell
you, the Son can do nothing by Himself. He
does what He sees the Father doing.
Whatever the Father does, the Son does
also.
20 The Father loves the Son and shows the
Son everything He does. The Father will
show Him greater works than these. They
will surprise you.
21 The Father raises up the dead and makes
them live. The Son also gives life to anyone
He chooses.
22 The Father does not say who is guilty.
He gives this to the Son to do.
23 He does this so that all people will honor
the Son as they honor the Father. He who
does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father Who sent Him.
24 “For sure, I tell you, anyone who hears
My Word and puts his trust in Him Who
sent Me has life that lasts forever. He will
not be guilty. He has already passed from
death into life.
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test was over, she felt discouraged. When
grades were posted, my friend’s daughter
learned that she failed the test. She called her
mom for comfort and advice. Her mom
praised her for working hard. She said to her
daughter, “Some things are just hard to
understand.”
The same is true of God. It is not easy
for people to understand God. He is not like

Bible Text
John 6:51-71
Memory Verse
“You will look for Me and find Me, when you look
for Me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)
Word List
anatomy: the study of parts of the human body
betray: turn someone over to their enemy
staples: important food that is eaten often
My friend just sent her daughter to

people. His actions and words might not
always make sense to us. His thoughts are not
our thoughts, and His ways are not our ways
(Isaiah 55:8). Even when we try our hardest,
we might not always understand Him.
Jesus taught many hard things. Even
those who followed Him closely were puzzled
at times. Just like us, Jesus’ followers knew a
lot more about physical life than the unseen
things of God. Jesus was always trying to help

college to be a nurse. She is taking many

His followers see beyond life on earth. He

science classes. One important class she is

pointed them to spiritual and eternal things.

taking is human anatomy. Any nurse or

It was difficult for them to imagine

doctor must take this class to learn about the

things they could not see. So Jesus spoke in

human body.

word-pictures to help His followers

My friend’s daughter attended every

understand. He talked about common things

class. She took good notes. She went to study

like seeds and plants (Mark 4:1-20). He talked

sessions. She spent hours in the library

about sheep and goats (Matthew 25:32). He

reviewing her textbook. When the day of the

talked about light and darkness (John 8:12).

first test came, she felt she was ready.

He also described Himself as the door (John

The test was not easy. She did not know 10:9), the vine (John 15:5), and the shepherd
many of the answers. She did not even
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(John 10:11). These word-pictures can help

us understand Jesus more.

Who Will Follow Jesus? (John 6:60-66)

Even after Jesus explained, many of His
followers complained. They said this teaching

Who Is Jesus? (John 6:51-59)

was too hard for them to understand (v. 60).

In John 6, Jesus described Himself as

Some of His followers “talked against what

the Bread of Life and the Living Bread (John

He had said” (v. 61). Then Jesus challenged

6:32-35, 50-51). He said that He would give

them even more. He knew that He would die

His body like bread to eat (John 6:51). But

on the cross and come to life again. He knew

His followers did not understand what He

that He would return to God the Father. He

was saying. They said, “How can this Man

hinted at these things to His followers (v. 62).

give us His flesh to eat?” (v. 52). They were

Jesus knew that some who were

confused.

following Him did not care about the unseen

Jesus wanted His followers to

things of God. He knew they did not want to

understand about life that lasts forever. But

understand about those things (v. 64). He also

they became even more confused when Jesus

knew that only those whose hearts were ready

said they must drink His blood (v. 53-54).

would be drawn to God (v. 65).

Jesus’ followers knew what it meant to eat

Jesus’ hard teaching served an

and to drink. In fact, bread and wine were

important purpose. It caused those who were

important staples in Jewish life. They were

not truly seeking God to fall away. From that

important to life. But they did not last

point on, “many of His followers turned

forever. These things met the physical needs

back” (v. 66). They returned to sinful ways of

of their bodies.

living. And they rejected Jesus. While this was

But Jesus wanted His followers to

sad, Jesus knew it would happen. His difficult

have more than physical life. He wanted

teaching revealed important truths about life

them to have life that lasts forever in Him.

that lasts forever. But it also revealed the

This could only happen if Jesus became part

hearts of many people who followed Him.

of their inner life. They needed Jesus to
forgive their sins and give them new life on
the inside. Just like they needed food inside

Jesus Knows His Followers (John 6:67-71)
While many people followed Jesus,

their bodies, they also needed Jesus’ life

only some were called by Him. In all, Jesus

inside their hearts. They needed God’s power

called twelve special followers. These men

inside them. This is the life that lasts forever.

lived with Jesus. They learned from Him.
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They knew Him best. These men saw many

others leave Jesus.
Jesus had an important question for

Things to Remember

Jesus’ teachings are hard to follow. But
His words draw people who are seeking God.

these twelve men. He asked, “Will you leave

His words point people to the unseen things

me also?” (John 6:67). He did not have to ask

of God. He wants to reveal Himself to people

this question. Jesus knew which ones were

who want to follow Him. The good news is

truly seeking God and which ones were not.

that you do not have to understand everything

He asked this question so that the twelve men

about God to follow Him. This is good news!

would look at their own hearts.
Simon Peter revealed his heart to Jesus.
Peter did not understand everything about

If we seek God with our whole heart,
He will show Himself to us (Jeremiah 29:13).
In His wisdom, He might not show us

Jesus. But he knew that no one else had power everything all at once. Often, He kindly helps
to give life that lasts forever. That is why he

us to know Him one piece at a time. Examine

said, “Who else can we go to?...You are the

your heart. If you are following God, don’t

Son of the Living God” (v. 68). But Jesus

stop seeking Him. If you have not been

knew that one of the twelve did not agree. He

seeking God, begin today! He is faithful to

said that one of the twelve would betray Him

those who do.

(v. 71). Again, Jesus proved that He knows
the heart of every person.

Things to Think About
1. Name some things in life that are hard to
understand. Name some things about God that are
hard to understand.

2. Why is it fitting for Jesus to call Himself the Bread
of Life?
3. How do you respond to Jesus when you don’t
understand His words or actions?
4. Do you think you can hide anything from God?
Why or why not?
5. Why is it important to look inside your own heart?
6. How do you feel knowing that you don’t have to
understand God fully to follow or worship Him?
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John 6:51-71

you?

51 I am the Living Bread that came down from

62 Then what would you say if you saw the Son

heaven. If anyone eats this Bread, he will live

of Man going up where He was before?

forever. The Bread which I will give is My

63 It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh is of

flesh. I will give this for the life of the world.”

no help. The words I speak to you are spirit and

52 The Jews argued among themselves, saying,

life.

“How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

64 But some of you do not believe.” Jesus knew

53 Jesus said to them, “For sure, I tell you,

from the beginning who would not put their trust

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and

in Him. He knew who would hand Him over to

drink His blood, you do not have life in you.

the leaders of the country.

54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood

65 He said, “That is why I told you no one can

has life that lasts forever. I will raise him up on

come to Me unless the Father allows it.”

the last day.

66 From that time on, many of His followers

55 My flesh is true food and My blood is true

turned back to their old ways of living. They

drink.

would not go along with Him after that.

56 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood

67 Then Jesus said to the twelve followers,

lives in Me and I live in him.

“Will you leave Me also?”

57 The living Father sent Me and I live because

68 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, who else

of Him. In the same way, the one who eats Me

can we go to? You have words that give life that

will live because of Me.

lasts forever.

58 I am this Bread that came down from

69 We believe and know You are the Christ.

heaven. It is not like the bread that your early

You are the Son of the Living God.”

fathers ate and they died. Whoever eats this

70 Jesus said to them, “I chose you twelve as

Bread will live forever.”

My followers. And one of you is a devil.”

59 Jesus said these things in the Jewish place of

71 He was speaking of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s

worship while He was teaching in the city of

son, who was one of the twelve followers. He

Capernaum.

was ready to hand Jesus over to the leaders of

60 After hearing this, many of His followers

the country.

said, “This teaching is too hard! Who can listen
to it?”
61 Jesus knew His followers talked against what
He had said. He said to them, “Does this trouble
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and it tells the story of how Satan tempted
Adam and Eve to sin.
One reason Milton wrote his poem was
to try to understand a question about God. He
wanted to understand why pain and evil exist
in the good world God created for us. If God
loves us, why does He let us hurt? If God is
all-powerful, why doesn’t He protect us?
But John Milton was not the first

Bible Text
John 9:1-7,16-17, 24-25, 35-39
Memory Verse
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things He planned for us long ago.”
(Ephesians 2:10, New Living Translation)
Word List
distracted: having one’s attention taken from one
thing by another thing
exist: to be real; to continue to be
masterpiece: the best artistic work a person has
done
urgent: very important and needing immediate
attention

person to ask these questions. Many people
have asked these questions in the past, and
many continue to ask them. And one day,
Jesus’ followers asked Him a similar
question.
A Healed Man (John 9:1-7)
Jesus’ followers had seen Him do many
amazing things. He had healed many people.
He had fed large crowds of people. He had
even walked on water! But the men with
Jesus still did not understand His mission.
One day, they saw a blind man sitting on the
side of the road. Sadly, they did not ask Jesus

Once there was a man who had great

to heal the blind man. Surely they knew that

talent for writing poetry. His vision began to

Jesus could help this man. Instead, they asked

fail as he grew older. He was completely

Jesus a question: “Who sinned to cause this

blind by the time he was 50 years old.

man to be born blind?”

This man did not stop writing poetry

Clearly, the men who traveled with

after he went blind. In fact, he wrote his

Jesus understood that sin is the root of all the

masterpiece while he was blind. That poem

world’s troubles. But this man had been blind

made him famous. This poet’s name was John from birth. Could the man have sinned even
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before he was born? The bigger question is

was far greater than just judging him for some

this: Can we blame every difficulty we

sin. The man was born blind so that one day

experience in life on sin?

he would be healed by Jesus. And that healing

Jesus was not surprised by their

helped to prove that Jesus was sent by God.

question. It was a question about God and

But God’s plan for this man did not stop with

His love for us. Jesus came to show God (and

healing him from blindness.

God’s love) to us. But right at the moment, a
man needed help. Jesus saw that the man’s
need of healing was greater than His
followers’ need of an answer. So Jesus gave
a quick answer: neither this man nor his
parents sinned. Instead, God had a plan for
this man.
Then Jesus showed His own obedience
to God’s plan. Jesus understood that He had
a limited time to complete His mission. He
had to stay focused on what God wanted Him
to do. The time was urgent. Luke 4:18
describes Jesus’ mission:
The Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has
put His hand on Me to preach the Good
News to poor people. He has sent Me to
heal those with a sad heart. He has sent
Me to tell those who are being held that
they can go free. He has sent Me to
make the blind to see and to free those
who are held because of trouble.
Jesus came to heal blind people. This

A Truthful Man
(John 9:16-17, 24-25)

Like Jesus’ followers, another group in
our story failed to show concern for the blind
man: the keepers of the law. But they also
failed in another way. They failed to see Who
Jesus really was.
The keepers of the law did not ask Jesus
their questions about God. They thought they
already knew about God. They thought God

was pleased by rules. And they were very
good at following the rules. They were sure
that God was very pleased with them. They
rejected anyone who broke the rules.
But then Jesus came and began
breaking the rules. He healed the blind man on
the Day of Rest. Some keepers of the law saw
that Jesus did something very good. But most
of the keepers of the law were distracted by
the rules. They were very concerned that a

was part of His mission. The time for

rule had been broken. They failed to see that a

answering questions could come later. Jesus

work of God had been done.

had work to do.
And Jesus did it. Jesus healed the blind
man. He showed that God’s plan for this man

The keepers of the law asked the man to
tell his story. But they did not really want to
hear the truth. They wanted to believe that
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they were right in everything. If Jesus was a

Jesus told the man who He was — the

man of God and He broke the rules, then the

Son of God. Jesus invited the man to trust in

rules must not be important. But the keepers

Him. And the man believed in Him! Now his

of the law were sure the rules were important!

healing was complete.

They could only be right if Jesus was wrong.

When Jesus healed the man, He

(But if Jesus was right, then they were

showed everyone that He came from God.

wrong!) They chose to reject Jesus rather than

But the law-keepers refused to see this truth.

change their ideas. They chose to be blind to

They did not want to change their ideas about

the truth.

God. They wanted to think that they already

A Saved Man (John 9:35-39)
The followers of Jesus were distracted
by their questions about God. The keepers of
the law were distracted by their loyalty to the

understood God. And so they failed to see the
truth right in front of them.
Things to Remember
God is far bigger than our minds can

law. But Jesus was never distracted. He knew

understand. And His ways are different from

the most important thing that needed to

ours. We may not understand why God does

happen that day. He knew that it had not

all that He does. But one thing we can know:

happened yet. So Jesus found the man so He

He loves us! Whatever His plan may be for

could speak with him. Jesus knew the man’s

us, it will always be for our good. He wants

healing was not fully complete. He needed

to bring healing to our lives. He can use the

more than just his sight. He needed faith.

painful things in our lives for His good
purposes. All He asks in return is that we

Things to Think About

trust Him and obey.
God is creating a masterpiece with

1. Have you ever asked why God allows bad things
to happen to us? How do you answer that question?

each of our lives. Each life has an important

2. What does it mean to you that Jesus is the Light
of the world?

clearly how God’s plan fits together.

3. Are there any ideas you have about God that you
would have trouble changing?
4. What are some questions you hope to ask God
someday?
5. How do you avoid distraction and keep your eyes
on Jesus?

place in His plan. Someday we will see
Someday our pain will make sense. Someday
all our questions will be answered.
Until then, we can keep our vision
clear by keeping our eyes on Jesus.
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John 9:1-7

1 As Jesus went on His way, He saw a man

He opened your eyes?” He answered, “He is

One Who speaks for God.”

who had been born blind.
2 His followers asked Him, “Teacher, whose

John 9:24-25

sin made this man to be born blind? Was it

24 The proud religious law-keepers asked

the sin of this man or the sin of his parents?”

the man again, who had been blind, to

3 Jesus answered, “The sin of this man or the come. They said to him, “Give thanks to
sin of his parents did not make him to be
God. We know this man is a sinner.”
born blind. He was born blind so the work of

25 The man who had been blind said to

God would be seen in him.

them, “I do not know if He is a sinner or

4 We must keep on doing the work of Him

not. One thing I know. I was blind, but now

Who sent Me while it is day. Night is

I can see.”

coming when no man can work.
5 While I am in the world, I am the Light of

John 9:35-39

the world.”

35 Jesus heard that the proud religious law-

6 After Jesus had said this, He spit on the

keepers had put the man who had been

ground. He mixed it with dust and put that

healed out of the place of worship. He found

mud on the eyes of the blind man.

the man and said to him, “Do you put your

7 Then Jesus said to him, “Go and wash in

trust in the Son of God?”

the pool of Siloam.” (Siloam means Sent.)

36 He said, “Who is He, Sir? Tell me so that

The man went away and washed. When he

I can put my trust in Him.”

came back, he could see.

37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him.
He is talking with you.”

John 9:16-17

38 He said, “I do put my trust in You,

16 Some of the proud religious law-keepers

Lord.” Then he bowed down before Jesus

said, “The Man Who did this is not from

and worshiped Him.

God because He worked on the Day of

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world to say

Rest.” Others said, “How can a sinful man

what is right from wrong. I came so those

do powerful works?” They could not agree

who do not see might see, and those who do

about Jesus.

see might be made blind.”

17 They spoke again to the blind man,
saying, “What do you say about Him since
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times, I missed my turn and had to take a
longer way home.
We live in a dark world. Dangers and
troubles surround us. We make choices every
day to try to avoid those hurts. Sometimes we
choose well and avoid the difficulties. Other
times, we take a longer, more difficult path.
And still other times, we choose the danger;
we choose to do hard things for a greater

Bible Text
John 12:23-28, 35-37, 42-50
Memory Verse
“While you have the Light, put your trust in the
Light. Then you will be the sons of the Light.”
(John 12:36a)
Word List
dread: to fear something that will or might
happen
priorities: the things that someone cares about
and thinks are important
produce: to make or create by a natural process
value1 (noun): the amount of money that
something is worth.
values2 (plural noun): what matters most to
someone; a set of beliefs that are important to a
person.
value3 (verb): To show that something is
important or worth a lot.
I live far out in the country. We do not
have the street lights common to the city. So
we do not go outside at night without a light of
some kind. It is simply too dark.
When we first moved to the country, I
hated to drive at night. I often had trouble
finding my way home in the dark. It was hard

purpose. Jesus came to guide us through those
choices. He came to be our light in the
darkness. We will make many choices in life.
But the matter of greatest importance is the
choice we make about Jesus.
A Matter of Values2 (John 12:23-26)

Jesus spent three years teaching and
healing people. He welcomed people to come
to Him. His followers sometimes tried to hold
people back from meeting Jesus. But Jesus
always noticed the people who needed Him.
Yet one day, Jesus had a strange response
when some Greek people asked to meet Him.
He said, “The hour is near for the Son of Man
to be taken to heaven to receive great honor.”
What did Jesus mean by this?
Jesus had a mission. God had given
Him a special assignment. And now Jesus
was nearing the end of that mission. His time
was very limited. He had to choose wisely
how He used His final days and hours.

Lesson 8 ● Page 38

Jesus used a word picture that His

followers would easily understand. A single
seed does not have much value1 by itself.

the pain He would suffer, and He still chose to

value God’s honor above His own safety.
And God responded. Jesus had just said

But when it is planted in the ground, it can

that God honors those who sacrifice

produce a plant that will make many more

themselves for others. And now as Jesus

seeds. Through the sacrifice of one seed,

spoke of sacrificing Himself, God honored

many more seeds can be made.

Him. The Father proved the truth of Jesus’

Jesus was preparing to sacrifice
Himself. He understood that His death would

teaching. He spoke aloud for all to hear.
Of course, Jesus knew the purpose of

produce a greater good. But He was also

His mission. He did not need to hear God

teaching us a lesson. Each of us must choose

speak. He was already determined to finish the

what matters most to us. We must set our

job. But Jesus’ followers needed to hear God

priorities. Life requires us to make choices

speak. They needed to see the truth of Jesus’

every day. As we make those choices, we

words. No, they did not understand right then

show what our values2 are.

all that Jesus was saying. But one day soon,

Some people value3 their own lives

they would remember this moment. They

over everything else. They put their own

would remember when they heard the voice of

needs and wants first. They may get what

God. And this memory would help them to

they want, but the reward stops there.

better understand all the events around Jesus’

However, some people think beyond

death and resurrection.

themselves. They are willing to sacrifice
their own needs/wants to live for a greater
purpose. They receive a far greater reward.
Jesus said that God honors such choices.
A Matter of Honor (John 12:27-28)
Jesus prepared Himself to give up His

A Matter of Trust (John 12:35-37)
Jesus’ disciples were not the only ones
who did not understand Jesus. Most people
were confused by Him. He did not fit their
picture of what the promised Messiah would
be. Jesus was different. Everything He said

life; He knew it would be painful. Like any

and did was new. Jesus was unlike any other

person, He did not want to suffer. He

person they knew. Jesus was unlike anyone

dreaded the painful way He would die. Yet,

who had ever lived.

He showed His priorities. He prayed that
God would be honored. He looked ahead to

Jesus had a purpose for being different.
His words caused people to think about things
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in new ways. His actions led people to ask

questions.
Jesus came at a dark time in human
history. People suffered. Their lives were
hard. Then Jesus came. It was like turning on
a light in a dark room. Suddenly, they could
see the world around them in a new way.
Jesus brought hope. He brought healing. And
He showed them that a loving Father had an
amazing plan to save them from their sins.
Jesus said those who trust in Him would
become children of the light. Their sins would
be forgiven and they would live in heaven
forever with Him.
Many people saw that Jesus was
different, but then rejected Him. However,
some people did listen to Jesus. They began to
think differently. And they began to act
differently. They began to follow Jesus’ way
of living. They trusted His words, and His
words changed them. And they became part

Things to Think About
1. What dangers and troubles do you face? How can
the light of Jesus help you see those difficulties in a
new way?
2. What are your priorities? How do you choose
what to value most?

of God’s family.
A Matter of Choice (John 12:42-50)
Some people wanted to follow Jesus,
but they were afraid. Jesus’ enemies were
powerful. Those who hated Jesus did not
want anyone to believe in Him. They could
cause trouble for Jesus’ followers. So some
people kept their belief in Jesus a secret.

Jesus saw the struggle they faced. He
showed them the choice they had to make. He
chose not to take the easy path: He was
prepared to die for the sins of the world. He
knew His followers could not take the easy
path either. They would have to make a
choice. To put their trust in Him could mean
trouble from Jesus’ enemies.

Jesus made the choice clear. He stated
plainly that He came from God and was
doing the work of God. So anyone who
rejected Him was also rejecting God. One
could either believe Jesus or reject Him. But
each choice was ultimately a choice to accept
or reject God Himself.

Things to Remember
We need a light to guide us through
this life. Jesus came to be that light for us.

3. Have you ever made a sacrifice for someone
else? Why did you do it? What was your reward?

But His light does not automatically brighten

4. Do you live differently from others because you
follow Jesus? How?

follow it. And we must let Him guide our

5. Do you find the choice to follow Jesus an easy
choice to make or a hard one? Why?

means going into dark and scary places. But

our lives. We must choose to accept it and
choices. Sometimes following His light
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Jesus walked the path before us to show us
the way. And He assures us that the reward
will be worth it all.
____________________

away. He hid Himself from them.
37 Jesus had done many powerful works in
front of them, but they did not put their trust
in Him.

John 12:42-50
42 Even among the leaders of the people
John 12:23-28
there were many who believed in Jesus. But
23 Jesus said to them, “The hour is near for
because of the proud religious law-keepers,
the Son of Man to be taken to heaven to
they did not tell about it. If they had, they
receive great honor.
24 For sure, I tell you, unless a seed falls into would have been put out of the Jewish place
the ground and dies, it will only be a seed. If of worship.
43 They loved to have the respect from men
it dies, it will give much grain.
more than honor from God.
25 Anyone who loves his life will lose it.
44 Then Jesus spoke with a loud
Anyone who hates his life in this world will
voice, “Anyone who puts his trust in Me,
keep it forever.
puts his trust not only in Me, but in Him
26 If anyone wants to serve Me, he must
Who sent Me.
follow Me. So where I am, the one who
45 Anyone who sees Me, sees Him Who
wants to serve Me will be there also. If
sent Me.
anyone serves Me, My Father will honor
46 I came to the world to be a Light.
him.
Anyone who puts his trust in Me will not be
27 “Now My soul is troubled. Should I say,
in darkness.
‘Father, save Me from this time of trouble
47 If anyone hears My Words but does not
and pain’? No, this is why I came to this
believe them, I do not say he is guilty. I did
time.
not come to say the world is guilty. I came
28 Father, honor Your name!” Then a voice
to save the world from the punishment of
from heaven came, saying, “I have already
sin.
honored My name. I will honor it again!”
48 Anyone who does not receive Me and
John 12:35-37
does not receive My teaching has One Who
35 Jesus said to them, “The Light will be
will say he is guilty. The Word that I have
with you for a little while yet. Go on your
spoken will say he is guilty on the last day.
way while you have the Light so you will not
49 I have not spoken by My own power.
be in the dark. When a man is walking in the
The Father Who sent Me has told Me what
dark, he does not know where he is going.
to say and speak.
36 While you have the Light, put your trust
50 I know that His Word is life that lasts
in the Light. Then you will be the sons of the
forever. I speak the things the Father has
Light.” Jesus said these things and then went
told Me to speak.”
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makes sure everyone has the lesson in their
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Lesson 9:
Do As Jesus Did

hand. Another makes “Tea Eggs,” and others
bring donuts. This class has learned to serve
one another.
Jesus Knew His Work (John 13:1-3)
Jesus had only one day left with His
followers. The time had come for Him to
leave this world and return to the Father.
Jesus wanted to remind these special friends

Bible Text
John 13:1-17
Memory Verse
“I have done this to show you what should be
done. You should do as I have done to you.”
(John 13:15)
Word List
betray: to hand over to the enemy
serve: to help; be of use
When we play sports or games we like
to be the winner. We want to be first. Children
say, “Pick me. Pick me.” We want to look our

what they needed to know. He wanted them to
remember how much He loved them. So He
did something that would show them His love
and teach them how to love and serve others.
He did something they would never forget.
Jesus had gathered together with His
followers for a meal during the special time
when everyone remembered when God
helped Moses take His people out of slavery
in Egypt. Jesus wanted to spend time with
those He loved.
Judas was there. Jesus knew that Judas

best. We want to be first to get on the plane or

would turn Him over to the leaders. The

first in line to pay our bill at the store.

followers had been with Jesus for three years.

Jesus taught us that we don’t have to be

All of them had seen the mighty works Jesus

first. It is better to be a servant and love

had done. They had heard Him teach. But that

others. We should care more about helping

night Judas decided to listen to the thought

others than making ourselves look good.

Satan had put into his heart. Judas would

There are some in my Bible study class
who know what this means. One grates carrots

leave the group to go out and betray Jesus.
Jesus knew that this was part of God’s

to bring fresh carrot cake every week. Another plan to save all people. He understood that He
comes early to put out the songbooks. Another had come to earth for this purpose. Jesus

Lesson 9 ● Page 42

knew also that He would return to His Father

said anything. Perhaps they were too

in heaven.

surprised. But Peter asked, “Are you going to

Jesus could face the next 24 hours
because He knew where He had come from

wash my feet?” Jesus told Peter he would
understand later.

and where He was going. He had come from

Jesus taught them that a true leader is a

God and He was going back to God. Jesus

servant. He taught all of us that we should be

also knew that God had given Him all power.

servants and help the people around us.
Peter still said, “Never.” Then Jesus

Jesus Showed What to Do (John 13:4-11)
John wrote these words many years

explained to Peter that he could not be a part
of Him unless he allowed Jesus to “wash”

after the death of Jesus. But what happened

him. This was something more important than

that night was still clear in his mind. Jesus

cleaning dirty feet. On the cross Jesus would

did not just teach by telling. He did not only

clean their souls. If Peter could not allow

have them watch Him do something. He

Jesus to wash his feet, he would not accept

taught by having the followers get involved.

what Jesus would do when He died for his

That night, Jesus chose to be their
servant and wash their feet. Everyone had

sins.
At first Peter had not wanted Jesus to

worn sandals in the dusty and dirty streets.

wash his feet. Now he said, “Wash my hands

They came to the room with dirty, smelly

and head also.” Then Jesus told Peter that only

feet. Jesus, the One with all power, was

his feet needed to be washed.

willing to do this act to show His love. No
one else offered to wash feet.
Jesus got up and took off His outer
clothes. He wrapped a towel around Himself

and put water in a large bowl. He washed

Jesus also told them that one of the
followers was not clean. Jesus knew what
Judas would do. Judas would obey the devil
and betray Jesus.

When people come to Jesus they are

each of His follower’s feet and dried them

cleaned once for all. This is because of His

with the towel. Try to imagine what it was

death on the cross for them. Jesus needs to

like to be washing Judas’ feet.

wash or clean all of us of our sins.

Usually, only the lowest servant
washed people’s feet. Jesus was a king and

Jesus Taught What to Do (John 13:12-17)

He was washing feet. All of the followers

When Jesus finished washing their feet,

knew this was not usual. No one but Peter

He returned to the table. He had done what the
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followers should have done. He asked them,

followers. The One who sends them is Jesus.

“Do you understand what I have done for
you?” They did not answer. Jesus told them
they were doing the right thing when they
called Him “Teacher” and “Lord.” Both those
words show respect. A teacher was the master

Things to Remember
John wrote of the night Jesus washed
their feet. No one there forgot the lessons.
1. Jesus left the table to show how to

of the students. Jesus had always shown how

serve by washing their feet—He had left

much He knew about God and The Law.

heaven to come to earth and serve the world.

The word “Lord” was like saying,
“Sir.” This showed high honor to Jesus.
Jesus told them that even though He
was Teacher and Lord, He had washed their
feet. He told them they should wash one

2. He took off his clothes to wash the
feet of His followers—Jesus had put aside the
glory and honor He had in heaven when He
came to earth to live among us.
3. He poured water for washing feet—

another’s feet. Jesus did not ask them to wash

Later that night He would pour out His blood

His feet. He told them to serve one another.

on the cross.

He showed them what to do.
Jesus told them they would then be
truly happy if they knew these things and did
them. Being happy comes from knowing how

4. After washing their feet, Jesus sat
back down—When He died and rose again,
He returned to heaven.
Jesus knew who He was. He knew that

God has loved us and given us the work of

He had all power. He was God in human

loving and serving others.

flesh (John 1:1,14). But He did not tell His

Jesus told them that a workman who is

followers that they must bow down to Him.

owned by someone is not greater than his

Instead, Jesus took the job of the lowest

owner. One who is sent is not greater than the

worker and served His followers. He told

one who sent him. Those who are sent are the

them to follow His example and serve one

Things to Think About
1. When someone serves you, what does that say
about how they feel about you?
2. Who has helped you?

another. He tells us to do this too. We must
allow Jesus to wash us as He did for His
followers. Then we must be willing to serve
others the way He taught us.
Jesus taught us that being a servant is

3. Do you think you are too good to help some
people?

more important than money, power, or what

4. Is it hard for you to serve some people? Why?

people think. We show His love by serving.
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John 13:1-17

wash only my feet, but wash my hands and

1 It was before the special religious

my head also.”

gathering to remember how the Jews left

10 Jesus said to him, “Anyone who has

Egypt. Jesus knew the time had come for

washed his body needs only to wash his

Him to leave this world and go to the Father.

feet. Then he is clean all over. You are all

He had loved His own who were in the

clean except one.”

world. He loved them to the end.

11 Jesus knew who was going to hand Him

2 He and His followers were having supper.

over to the leaders. That is why He said,

Satan had put the thought into the heart of

“You are all clean except one.”

Judas Iscariot of handing Jesus over to the

12 Jesus washed their feet and put on His

leaders of the country.

coat. Then He sat down again and said to

3 Jesus knew the Father had put everything

them, “Do you understand what I have done

into His hands. He knew He had come from

to you?

God and was going back to God.

13 You call Me Teacher and Lord. You are

4 Jesus got up from the supper and took off

right because that is what I am.

His coat. He picked up a cloth and put it

14 I am your Teacher and Lord. I have

around Him.

washed your feet. You should wash each

5 Then He put water into a wash pan and

other's feet also.

began to wash the feet of His followers. He

15 I have done this to show you what should

dried their feet with the cloth He had put

be done. You should do as I have done to

around Himself.

you.

6 Jesus came to Simon Peter. Peter said to

16 For sure, I tell you, a workman who is

Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my

owned by someone is not greater than his

feet?”

owner. One who is sent is not greater than

7 Jesus answered him, “You do not

the one who sent him.

understand now what I am doing but you

17 If you know these things, you will be

will later.”

happy if you do them.

8 Peter said to Him, “I will never let You
wash my feet.” Jesus said, “Unless I wash
you, you will not be a part of Me.”
9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, do not
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Lesson 10:
Jesus Sends
The Holy Spirit
Bible Text
John 14:15-31
Memory Verse
“The Helper is the Holy Spirit. The Father will
send Him in My place. He will teach you
everything and help you remember everything I
have told you.” (John 14:26)
Word List
Trinity: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are all one God. They are the three Persons of
the Trinity.

and tell them what to do and not do. Who is
this Helper? The Helper is the Holy Spirit, the
third person in the Trinity.
Jesus had just washed the feet of His
followers. He ate His final meal with them.
Judas, the betrayer had already left. Jesus
wanted His followers to understand some
important things. He knew that He would be
leaving them. He did not want them to feel
alone. He told them the Holy Spirit would
come and help them.
Jesus Promised to Send the Helper
(John 14:15-20)
Jesus told His followers that if they
loved Him, they would do what He said. Love
comes first, and is the reason we keep His
word. If we do not love Jesus, we do not care
if we obey or not. We show our love for Him
by keeping His Word the best we can.
Earlier, Jesus had told them to serve

I have traveled alone to teach English in and love one another. Now He speaks to them
China many times and somehow manage to

of loving Him. How could they do all that He

find my way to the next plane and get all my

asked? Jesus promised to send them a Helper.

suitcases after I arrived. Other times I get to go
on a trip where there are people along to help

Jesus would soon be returning to the
Father. When Jesus was on earth in human

show the way, and load the suitcases into a bus form, He could be in only one place at one
and find the room. A helper makes it easier.
Before Jesus died, rose again, and
returned to heaven, He promised His followers

time. The Holy Spirit would be with His
followers everywhere and all the time.
Jesus knew how afraid they would be

a Helper. This Helper would be with them and

that He was leaving them. They could not

give them courage. This Helper would teach,

imagine being without Him.
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Jesus had said He was The Way and
The Truth and The Life. Jesus calls the

followers this would happen. So we can know
it is true. We believe Him.

Helper, the Spirit of Truth. He would lead all
followers to the truth of Jesus.
The world is in darkness because of
sin, and is not able to understand or see the

Jesus and the Father are One
(John 14:21-24)
Jesus reminded His followers a second

Truth. Believers have the Holy Spirit living

time about the need to obey. He said this

with us and in us so we know the Truth.

shows our love for God. If we love someone

Jesus promised that we would not be

we want to please them. If we really love

left like children with no parents. He would

Jesus, we will want to obey Him. He promises

no longer be with the followers, but the Spirit

to love us. Because we love Jesus, the Father

would never leave them. This is a great

will also love us. The Holy Spirit helps those

comfort to us.

who trust in Jesus.

The followers would see Jesus again.

A follower named Judas (not the one

They would see Him after He was raised and

who would betray Him) was eating with Jesus

before He returned to the Father. They would

that night. He could not understand why the

see Him through the work of the Holy Spirit.

rest of the world could not see Jesus. For a

And they would see Him again at His second

third time Jesus spoke about loving and

coming. Because they believed, they would

obeying. (See John 14:15, 21, and 23.) Jesus

live forever with Him. Jesus promised,

told them, “We will come and live with the

“Because I live, you will live also.”

one who loves Him.”

All believers are united with Jesus and

Jesus then said the opposite is also true.

also with the Father. The Father, the Son and

Those who do not love do not obey Jesus’

the Holy Spirit join with us. That means we

teachings. The Father and the Son want the

join with God. We live in Him because of our

same thing. Jesus’ teachings and God’s

faith. We know His love and we love Him.

teachings are the same.

Because of this love we want to obey
God. The Holy Spirit helps us do this. We
live in Him because He lives in us. This may

Jesus’ Last Words (John 14:25-31)
Time was growing short. Jesus tells

be difficult for us to understand. This is

them again that the Holy Spirit is the Helper

because words cannot really explain all the

the Father would send to take the place of

wonders of God’s love. But Jesus told His

Jesus. The job of the Holy Spirit was to teach
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and help them remember all the things Jesus

leaving. They would be sad and happy at the

had taught. The Spirit does the same thing in

same time. They would be sad because they

the lives of believers today. Have you ever

would miss Him because He was gone. They

remembered something you have studied in

would be happy because He was returning to

the Bible at a time when you needed help?

the Father. We feel this way when a loved

This is one way Holy Spirit helps us.

one dies. We are sad they are gone from us.

In Jesus’ time, one often said goodbye
with the word, “Peace.” Jesus left His

We have joy that they are in heaven with
God.

followers with His peace. The peace that

Jesus was not afraid of the ruler of this

Jesus gives to all Christians is the only real

world. Satan had no power over Jesus. The

peace. This does not mean we will not have

evil one can control those in the world but

trouble. But even when bad things happen we

cannot control God. We know Jesus did what

will have His peace.

He had to do. Jesus showed the world that He

We have this peace when we are ill or

loved and obeyed the Father. His death was a

in pain. Or when people do not treat us right.

part of God’s plan to buy us back from being

We have comfort and calm when we have

the slaves of sin and death.

problems because of this peace. We are not to

His final words that evening were, “Let

be troubled or afraid because God is looking

us be on our way.” Jesus was ready for the

after us. Only Jesus can give this peace to us.

cross.

We must not put our trust in ourselves when
we have difficulties. We trust Jesus.
Jesus reminded His followers He was

Things to Remember
The Helper Jesus promised was the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will stay with us

Things to Think About
1. Do you often speak of the Holy Spirit?
2. In what ways has the Holy Spirit helped you
recently?
3. What are some things the Holy Spirit has taught
or reminded you to do?
4. How much comfort do you have because the Holy
Spirit is always near?
5, What does it mean to you that the Holy Spirit is
with you and in you forever?

forever. He will teach us and help us
remember all that Jesus said. We prove our
love for Jesus when we obey him. Then we
are also doing what God the Father wants.
The Holy Spirit will bring us comfort,
will guide us, direct us, and give us courage.
The gift the Holy Spirit brings us from Jesus
is peace. We can share that peace with others.
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John 14:15-31

25 "I have told you these things while I am

15 If you love Me, you will do what I say.

still with you.

16 Then I will ask My Father and He will

26 The Helper is the Holy Spirit. The Father

give you another Helper. He will be with you will send Him in My place. He will teach
forever.
you everything and help you remember
17 He is the Spirit of Truth. The world

everything I have told you.

cannot receive Him. It does not see Him or

27 "Peace I leave with you. My peace I give

know Him. You know Him because He lives

to you. I do not give peace to you as the

with you and will be in you.

world gives. Do not let your hearts be

18 "I will not leave you without help as

troubled or afraid.

children without parents. I will come to you.

28 You heard Me say that I am going away.

19 In a little while the world will see Me no

But I am coming back to you. If you love

more. You will see Me. Because I live, you

Me, you would be glad that I am going to

will live also.

the Father. The Father is greater than I.

20 When that day comes, you will know that

29 I have told you this before it happens.

I am in My Father. You will know that you

Then when it does happen, you will believe.

are in Me. You will know that I am in you.

30 "I will not talk much more with you. The

21 The one who loves Me is the one who has

leader of this world is coming. He has no

My teaching and obeys it. My Father will

power over Me.

love whoever loves Me. I will love him and

31 I am doing what the Father told Me to do

will show Myself to him."

so the world may know I love the Father.

22 The other Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, Come, let us be on our way.
"Why is it You are going to show Yourself to
us followers and not to the world?"
23 Jesus said, "The one who loves Me will
obey My teaching. My Father will love him.
We will come to him and live with him.
24 The one who does not love Me does not
obey My teaching. The teaching you are now
hearing is not My teaching but it is from My
Father Who sent Me.

Lesson 11 ● Page 49

house is still not finished. We were so happy

Adult Bible Study
in Simplified English

The Gospel of John:
Grace and Truth

Lesson 11:
It Is Finished!

when our house was finally paid in full. But
we always find something to change or add.
There is one work that is finished. It is
complete and will never need anything
changed or added. That is the work Jesus did
to save us from our sin. We can trust that
nothing is left out. There is nothing we will
ever have to add. We have been bought back
from sin by the blood of our Savior, Jesus

Bible Text
John 19:16-22, 25-30
Memory Verse
“Jesus knew that everything was now finished.
Everything happened as the Holy Writings said it
would happen.” (John 19:28a)
Word List
crucify: to kill someone by nailing or tying him to
a cross
finished: complete, not needing anything to be
added or taken away
fulfill: to do what was promised
illegal: against the law
sacrifice: an animal or person who is killed to
cover sin and please God
Ten years ago, we built a new house.
We chose everything we wanted. We thought
it was exactly right, completely done. We
waited months for the builders to finish.
Finally, we moved in. But then we had to pay
for the house. It wasn’t long before we found
things we wanted to change. We painted the
walls again. We added new book cases. Our

Christ. It is finished!
Jesus Fulfilled God’s Promise
(John 19:16-22)
God had promised the Jews a Savior.
But they refused to believe that Jesus was the
Promised One. Jesus had fulfilled more than
300 promises of God recorded by early
preachers. But the religious leaders refused to
believe that Jesus was the Christ. They were
afraid of the changes Jesus would bring to
their lives.
The religious leaders sent men to put
Jesus in chains late on Thursday night before

the Passover. They held an illegal trial in the
middle of the night. They decided that Jesus
should die. Then they looked for a reason to
kill Him. They told lies about Him. The
soldiers beat him and made fun of Him. The
Jews did not have the power to put someone
to death. So Jesus went from one illegal trial
to another all night long.
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Finally, the Jews took Jesus to Pilate,

Jesus Cared for His Family

the Roman governor. They wanted Pilate to

(John 19:25-27)

order Jesus to be killed. Pilate could not find

Often people can only think about

any reason to kill Jesus. But the people

themselves and their pain when they are

shouted for Jesus to be killed. So Pilate

suffering. Jesus was not like that. His thoughts

ordered for Jesus to be beaten. But the people

were always on others, even as He was dying.

still shouted to crucify Jesus. This was a

He saw His mother and two other women

very cruel way to die. It was a very slow and

standing near the cross. Jesus was Mary’s

painful death. The soldiers made Jesus carry

oldest son, and it was His duty to take care of

His own cross. They led Him to a hill where

His mother. Jesus wanted to be sure His

everyone could see Him die.

mother would be cared for. Jesus had brothers,

The Romans thought that if people

but these brothers did not believe that Jesus

saw someone crucified they would obey the

was the Son of God (Mark 3:31). It would not

law. This day there were three people who

be good for Mary to live with people who

hung on crosses outside the city. Two of

rejected the Promised One.

them had not obeyed the law. But Jesus had

Only one of Jesus’ closest followers

never sinned. He hung there because He was

stayed with Him all the way to the cross. Most

the Son of God. He was the King that God

people believe that it was John. John was there

had promised would save us from our sins.

because Jesus loved him. Jesus trusted John to

Pilate knew that Jesus had done

take care of His mother with the love of God.

nothing wrong. He put a sign above Jesus

A home filled with the love of Jesus is always

that said: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the

a better place to live. John did not wait to

Jews. It was written in three languages so

begin taking care of Jesus’ mother. From that

that everyone could read the charge against

moment on, Mary lived in John’s home. She

Jesus. Jesus was being put to death because

was treated like one of the family.

He was the King the Jews rejected. The Jews
wanted the charge to be that Jesus said

Jesus Finished Strong (19:28-30)

something against God. But Pilate knew the

Jesus knew that His work was finished.

truth. They were angry because they did not

He had done everything that God had planned

want things to change. If the Promised King

to bring peace to a sinful world. This was the

had come, things would change for the

most important part of God’s plan. This was

religious leaders.

the reason that Jesus left heaven. Everything
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He had done led to this moment in time.

Some people think that Jesus did not

When Jesus died for our sins, He set us free
forever. He paid the debt completely! Our sin

really die on the cross. They think that He was has been paid in full! Jesus is the perfect
God and that God could not feel pain. But

sacrifice for our sin.

Jesus was God in a human body. He felt
things in the same way that we feel them. His
body was just like ours. He bled when His

Things to Remember
The wonderful story of God’s love in

skin was cut. He got tired and hungry and

Jesus is hard to accept. It is hard for us to

thirsty like we do. Jesus said that He was

believe that God would love us so much that

thirsty. The soldiers gave Him some sour

He would die for us. It is hard to think of the

wine. This was another fulfilled promise of

perfect Savior suffering because of our sins.

God. Jesus did everything that God had

It is hard to believe that the price for our sin

promised right down to the last detail.

has been paid in full.

With His last bit of strength, Jesus said,

Some people want to take away from

“It is finished.” In Greek, this was only one

this story. They say that Jesus did not really

word. It was written on a bill to show that

die. They say that Jesus was not really human

someone had paid it completely. Jesus paid

or that He was not really God. Other people

the full price of the sins of everybody who has want to add to this story. They say that there
ever lived or ever will live. Before Jesus died,

are other things that we must do to be

people sacrificed an animal to pay for their

forgiven. They say that we can have God’s

sins. But this did not really set them free from

forgiveness only if we do something more

sin. God forgave their sins, but they had to

than believe in Jesus.

kill another animal when they sinned again.

Things to Think About
1. Have you ever paid off a big debt? How did that
make you feel?

But Jesus paid the price in full. We do
not need to do anything but believe and trust

Him. Jesus is all we need. God will forgive
everyone who believes in Jesus. If we sin

2. How does it make you feel to finish a big project?

again, God forgives us when we ask Him.

3. What is something in your life that can never be
finished?

When we turn away from sin and turn to

4. Have you accepted the forgiveness of your sins
though Christ Jesus?

us clean. Jesus died to give us life that will

5. What kinds of things do people say we must do in
addition to believing in Jesus?

Jesus, He is eager to forgive us and to make
last forever.
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John 19:16-22

27 Then Jesus said to the follower, “Look at

16 Then Pilate handed Him over to be nailed

your mother.” From that time the follower

to a cross. They took Jesus and led Him

took her to his own house.

away.

28 Jesus knew that everything was now

17 Jesus carried His own cross to a hill

finished. Everything happened as the Holy

called the Place of the Skull.

Writings said it would happen. He said, “I

18 There they nailed Him to the cross. With

am thirsty.”

Him were two others. There was one on each

29 There was a jar full of sour wine near.

side of Jesus.

They filled a sponge and put it on a stick

19 Then Pilate put a writing on the cross

and put it to His mouth.

which said, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE

30 Jesus took the sour wine and said, “It is

KING OF THE JEWS.

finished.” He put His head down and gave

20 This was read by many of the Jews. The

up His spirit and died.

place where Jesus was nailed to the cross
was near the city. The writing was written in
the Hebrew and the Latin and the Greek
languages.
21 Then the head religious leaders of the
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King
of the Jews’! Write, ‘He said, I am the King
of the Jews.’”
22 Pilate said, “What I have written is to stay
just as it is!”

John 19:25-30
25The mother of Jesus and her sister Mary,
the wife of Cleophas, were standing near the
cross. Mary Magdalene was there also.
26 Jesus saw His mother and the follower
whom He loved standing near. He said to His
mother, “Woman, look at your son.”
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The day Jesus died was the saddest of
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Lesson 12:
I Have Seen the Lord!

all days. His followers were shocked. They
had many questions that needed answers.
They wondered about the future without
Jesus. They did not understand God’s plan.
Jesus would not leave His followers without
hope. He brought His peace to all who
believe. He has a purpose for everything.
Mary Served Jesus (John 20:1-10)

Bible Text
John 20:1-21
Memory Verse
“Then Jesus said to them again, ‘May you have
peace. As the Father has sent Me, I also am
sending you.’” (John 20:21)
Word List
purpose: a reason for living, or a reason for
doing something
respect: a feeling of deep admiration
tomb: a place where a dead body is kept
witness: a person who makes a statement in
court about what he has seen or heard
My mother died when I was a young

We all react differently to sad times.
Jesus’ followers were afraid. They hid from
the Jews. They thought that they might be
crucified, too. But the women kept busy.
They stayed at the cross until Jesus died. They
watched to see where Jesus was buried. They
saw men wrap His body in cloths and lay it in
a cave-like tomb. They saw the soldiers roll a
big stone over the door. They saw the soldiers
stand guard at the tomb. Then they waited for
the Day of Rest to pass. It must have been a
long, sad day.
On Sunday, Mary Magdalene and some

girl. She was not old and had not been sick for

other women got up very early in the morning

a long time. Her death was a shock to our

and went to the tomb. As they walked, maybe

family. I did not understand God’s plan. I still

they talked about how Jesus had changed their

do not understand why my sweet mother was

lives. Mary must have remembered the day

taken so young. But Christ has been with me

that she met Jesus. Seven demons had filled

through all the hard times. He has seen my

her life with sin and darkness. But Jesus set

hurt and healed it. He has given me peace even her free. From that day on, Mary served Jesus
in sadness. He has taught me that my purpose

(Luke 8:1-3). She went where He went. She

is to serve Him no matter what happens.

spent her money to care for Him and His
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followers. She saw Him do many powerful

Mary Saw Jesus (John 20:11-16)

works. She heard Him teach. Mary knew that

Peter and John went back home, but

she would never stop serving Jesus. On this

Mary did not leave. She could not stop crying.

day, she would serve Jesus by putting spices

She bent over to look inside the tomb. She

on His body.

saw two angels sitting where Jesus’ feet and

Even in the dark, Mary could tell that

head had been. The angels knew that this was

the stone that covered the door of the tomb

a day of great joy. God’s plan to buy people

had been rolled away. She did not go into the

back from sin and death had been finished.

tomb. But she thought she knew what had

They asked, “Why are you crying?” This was

happened. She thought someone had taken

a day to be glad. Mary told the story that she

His body. She wanted Jesus’ body to be

believed was true. Someone had taken the

treated with respect. But she did not know

body of Jesus, and she did not know where to

where to find His body. She knew that Peter

find it.

and John would know what to do.
No one respected the word of a woman

Sadly, Mary turned to go. She saw
someone standing there, but she did not know

in those days. A woman could never be a

that it was Jesus. Maybe the dark morning and

witness in court. It took the witness of two

her tears made it hard for her to see.

men to prove that something was true. So,

Jesus spoke tenderly to her. He used the

Peter and John ran quickly to check out

tender term woman in her heart language.

Mary’s story when they heard what she said.

Jesus had used this term from the cross for His

At the tomb, they saw the cloths that had

mother. Mary explained what she thought had

wrapped Jesus’ body. It looked like He had

happened. Then Jesus said her name, “Mary.”

passed right through them. A robber would

He knows all of us by name. He sees our hurt,

not have taken the time to remove the cloths

and He longs to bring peace into our lives.

and lay them neatly aside. This detail made

Jesus wants a close relationship with us.

Peter and John believe that Jesus was alive.

When Mary heard Jesus call her name,

But they did not understand what it meant.

her tears of sorrow turned to joy. She knew

Jesus had explained to His followers that He

His voice. She saw Jesus! “Teacher,” she

would die and rise again. Maybe Peter and

cried. She took hold of Jesus as if to never let

John thought that Jesus had already gone up

Him go. This wasn’t a spirit with her. Jesus’

to heaven with His body.

body was real. She could touch Him.
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Mary Got a Message from Jesus

(John 20:17-21)
Jesus chose Mary to be the first
witness to tell that He had risen. The most
important message of all time was given first

go up to My Father and your Father, and to
My God and your God!” Mary was part of the
family, too! Imagine her joy to share such
wonderful news.
Mark tells us that the men did not

to a woman. First He said, “Do not hold on to

believe what Mary told them. They did not

Me.” Jesus is alive to stay. We do not have to

understand all that had happened. But Jesus

hold on to Him to keep Him from leaving us.

came to bring us peace even when we do not

Second, He said, “I have not yet gone
up to My Father.” Jesus would be going to the
Father, but there was still time to be with Him
on earth.

understand what He is doing. Jesus Himself
proved Mary’s message was true that night.
The followers were hiding behind
locked doors because they were afraid.

Then He said, “Go tell my brothers.”

Suddenly, Jesus was in the room with them.

Jesus’ followers had always been called His

He passed right through the doors. His body

followers or His servants or maybe even His

was like ours in some ways. He could be

friends. But no one ever called them His

touched. He could eat. He still had the scars

brothers. When Jesus died and returned to

from the nails. But His body was different

life, He made it possible for all of us to be

from ours. Jesus, in His new body, could do

called children of God. Maybe Mary

things we cannot do.

wondered if she was His sister. Jesus looked
into her eyes and said, “Tell them that I will

Things to Remember
God’s message through Jesus is peace.

Things to Think About
1. How do you react to sad times? Are you afraid?
Do you want to hide away? Do you stay busy?
2. Have you ever, like Mary, thought you knew the
truth before you talked to God about what was
happening?
3. When has God used an unusual witness to bring
peace to your life?
4. What is your purpose in God’s family?
5. Are you experiencing the peace and purpose of
the risen Christ?

The followers who were afraid and locked
away became bold after they saw the risen

Lord. They spent their lives sharing the peace
of God through Jesus Christ. Like Mary, they
knew that their service to Christ did not end
at His death. Jesus’ said, “As the Father has
sent Me, I also am sending you.” We have the
peace of Christ. Our purpose is to be His
witnesses. We must tell the Good News of
God’s peace through Jesus Christ.
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John 20:1-21
1 It was the first day of the week. Mary
Magdalene came to the grave early in the
morning while it was still dark. She saw that
the stone had been pushed away from the
grave.
2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other
follower whom Jesus loved. She said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the grave.
We do not know where they have put Him.”
3 Then Peter and the other follower went to
the grave.
4 They ran but the other follower ran faster
than Peter and came to the grave first. 5 He got
down and looked in and saw the linen cloths
but did not go in.
6 Then Simon Peter came and went into the
grave. He saw the linen cloths lying there.
7 The white cloth that had been around the
head of Jesus was not lying with the other
linen cloths. It was rolled up and lying apart by
itself.
8 Then the other follower, who had come first,
went in also. He saw and believed.
9 They still did not understand what the Holy
Writings meant when they said that He must
rise again from the dead.
10 Then the followers went back again to their
homes.
11 Mary stood outside the grave crying. As
she cried, she got down and looked inside the
grave.
12 She saw two angels dressed in white
clothes. They were sitting where the body of
Jesus had lain. One angel was where His head
had lain and one angel was where His feet had
lain.

13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you
crying?” She said to them, “Because they
have taken away my Lord. I do not know
where they have put Him.”
14 After saying this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing there. But she did not
know that it was Jesus.
15 He said to her, “Woman, why are you
crying? Who are you looking for?” She
thought He was the man who cared for the
garden. She said to Him, “Sir, if you have
taken Jesus from here, tell me where you have
put Him. I will take Him away.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
around and said to Him, “Teacher!”
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to Me. I
have not yet gone up to My Father. But go to
My brothers. Tell them that I will go up to
My Father and your Father, and to My God
and your God!”
18 Mary Magdalene went and told the
followers that she had seen the Lord. She told
them the things He had said to her.
19 It was evening of the first day of the week.
The followers had gathered together with the
doors locked because they were afraid of the
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He
said, “May you have peace.”
20 When He had said this, He showed them
His hands and His side. When the followers
saw the Lord, they were filled with joy.
21 Then Jesus said to them again, “May you
have peace. As the Father has sent Me, I also
am sending you.”
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words spoken by Peter than any other
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Lesson 13:
Restored to Service

follower of Jesus. What Peter said mattered.
Jesus knew Peter loved Him. But Peter
needed to say it aloud.
Peter had some regrets about his words,
too. He said that he would follow Jesus better
than all the other followers. He said that he
would die for Jesus (Matthew 26:35). But
Peter denied that he even knew Jesus three
times on the night that Jesus was put in chains

Bible Text
John 21:3-19
Memory Verse
“If you say with your mouth that Jesus is Lord,
and believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved from the
punishment of sin.” (Romans 10:9)

Word List
confessed: told or admitted something that made
one embarrassed or ashamed
denied: said that something was not true
private: away from other people
restored: something or someone brought back to
an earlier, better condition

(Matthew 26:69-75). Peter’s relationship with
Jesus needed to be restored.
Fishing with Jesus (John 21:3-7)
God’s call on our lives does not change
who He created us to be. God created Peter to
be a man with energy. He was a man of
action. Peter was always the first to speak. He
always had an idea. When Peter spoke, others
listened. He was made to be a leader.
On this night, Peter decided to go
fishing. Six other followers of Jesus went
fishing with him. People usually caught more

What we say matters. I remember the

fish at night. But this night they caught

first time I met the man I married. He was kind nothing. Someone called to them from the
and fun. As time passed, I began to think that
shoreline. He told them where to cast their
he cared for me. The day he openly spoke of

nets. They cast their nets where the man said.

his love marked the beginning of a deeper

And they caught so many fish that they could

relationship for us.

not lift the nets into the boat.

Peter and John remembered meeting

While they tried to get the fish into the

Jesus. Jesus had a plan for Peter’s life even

boat, John realized that it was Jesus who had

from that first day. The Gospels record more

called to them. John may have remembered
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the day when Jesus helped them with another

Jesus asked, “Simon, son of John, do

catch of fish (Luke 5:1-6). He said, “It is the

you love Me more than these?” Jesus had

Lord.” Peter did not wait or argue. He put on

given Simon the name Peter or Rock. That

his coat and jumped into the water.

was His favorite name for Peter. But this time
He called him Simon. We don’t know exactly

Fellowshipping with Jesus (John 21:8-14)

what He meant by “more than these.” Did He

The other followers dragged the net

mean “more than these other men love me?”

full of fish to the shore. Jesus told them to

Peter had said that he loved Jesus better than

bring some of the fish they had caught. Peter

the other men. But then he denied knowing

pulled the net up to shore and counted 153

Jesus. Or did Jesus mean “more than these fish

fish. He was amazed that they caught so

and boats?” Did Peter love fishing more than

many large fish and the nets were not broken.

he loved Jesus?

The King of Kings served breakfast

Jesus knew Peter’s heart. But He

that morning. Jesus brought fish and bread

wanted Peter to say it aloud. Our love for

and cooked over a charcoal fire. He served

Jesus should never be a secret. When Peter

His friends. No one had to ask, “Who are

confessed His love, Jesus gave him a job to

you?” They knew Jesus, and He knew them.

do. “Feed my lambs.” Jesus is the Good

Breakfast with Jesus must have been

Shepherd. Now Jesus told Peter to be a

wonderful. There were no crowds pressing to

shepherd, the servant of the young church and

see Him. Maybe they asked Him questions.

new believers. Now Peter must take care of

What was heaven like? What did He want

them. He must feed them from the Word. He

them to do now? As Peter listened, he may

must protect them.

have remembered another time beside a

Surely Peter was surprised when Jesus

charcoal fire. Surely he was ashamed that he

asked him the same question two more times.

had denied Jesus three times.

Peter had said three times that he did not know
Jesus. Now he would say three times that he

Following Jesus (John 21:15-22)

loved Jesus. It made Peter sad to have Jesus

After breakfast, Jesus and Peter

ask him three times. Peter understood that

walked together along the shore line. The

Jesus knew every detail of his life. Although

others followed along behind them. This

Jesus could see that Peter was weak, He knew

private talk with Jesus was the most

that He could give Peter everything he needed

important one in Peter’s life.

to be the shepherd of the church.
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Jesus wanted Peter to know that

shepherding the church would not be easy. He

Things to Remember

God has a purpose and a call for each

knew that Peter was always a leader. People

of our lives. God wants to know that we love

did what Peter said. Jesus said that Peter

Him and want to serve Him, even when we

would live many more years. But when he

make mistakes. We are all called in different

was old, other people would tell Peter where

ways to do different things. We can do

to go and what to do. Jesus said, “You will

nothing when we work in our own strength.

put out your hands.” Peter knew that meant

But God does great things through us when

the cross. Peter must have been afraid to die

we obey God Him do things His way. God’s

the way Jesus did. But Peter never denied

call on our lives does not change who we

Jesus again. His love was more than his fear.

were created to be. God used Peter’s energy

Peter looked back and saw John
following them. He wanted to know what

and ideas to build the church.
Peter told believers how to live in hard

would happen to his good friend. Would John

times in two letters that he wrote. He

also die on a cross? Jesus’s answer made it

explained how God can give us everything

clear: it was none of Peter’s business what

we need to live for Him. “He gives us

happened to John. We cannot compare

everything we need for life and for holy

ourselves to others. Jesus calls us to follow

living. He gives it through His great power.

Him. Our call may be nothing like what Jesus

As we come to know Him better, we learn

has for others.

that He called us to share His own shininggreatness and perfect life” (2 Peter 1:3).

Things to Think About
1. Why would Peter be unsure if he could be the
shepherd of the church?

2. Jesus did not tell Peter what would happen to
John. Why not?
3. Why did Jesus ask the same question three
times? Was it important for Peter to say that he
loved Jesus more than once?
4. Do you remember the day that Jesus changed
your life?
5. When have words made a powerful difference in
your life?
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John 21:3-19
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
fishing.” The others said, “We will go with
you.” They went out and got into a boat.
That night they caught no fish.
4 Early in the morning Jesus stood on the
shore of the lake. The followers did not
know it was Jesus.
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Children, do you
have any fish?” They said, “No.”
6 He said to them, “Put your net over the
right side of the boat. Then you will catch
some fish.” They put out the net. They were
not able to pull it in because it was so full of
fish.
7 Then the follower whom Jesus loved said
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Peter heard it
was the Lord, he put on his fisherman’s coat.
(He had taken it off.) Then he jumped into
the water.
8 The other followers came in the boat. They
were pulling the net with the fish. They were
not far from land, only a little way out.
9 When they came to land they saw fish and
bread on a fire.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the
fish you have just caught.”
11 Simon Peter went out and pulled the net
to land. There were 153 big fish. The net was
not broken even with so many.
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat.” Not
one of the followers would ask, “Who are
You?” They knew it was the Lord.

13 Jesus came and took bread and fish and
gave it to them.
14 This was the third time Jesus had shown
Himself to His followers after He had risen
from the dead.
15 When they were finished eating, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John,
do you love Me more than these?” Peter
answered Jesus, “Yes, Lord, You know that
I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My
lambs.”
16 Jesus said to Peter the second
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
Me?” He answered Jesus, “Yes, Lord, You
know that I love You.” Jesus said to
him, “Take care of My sheep.”
17 Jesus said to Peter the third
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
Me?” Peter felt bad because Jesus asked
him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He
answered Jesus, “Lord, You know
everything. You know I love You.” Jesus
said to him, “Feed My sheep.
18 For sure, I tell you, when you were
young, you put on your belt and went
wherever you wanted to go. When you get
old, you will put out your hands and
someone else will put on your belt and take
you away where you do not want to go.”
19 He said this to tell Peter what kind of
death he would die to honor God. After
Jesus said this, He said to Peter, “Follow
Me.”
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information on this animal. The website
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cannot be trusted.
The Word of God can be trusted, but it
is also full of surprises. When Luke wrote the
story of Jesus’ birth, he wanted his readers to
know that the facts were true. Luke “looked

Christmas Lesson:
Jesus’ Surprising Birth

with care” into the facts of the life of Jesus
(Luke 1:3). He did this because he wanted his
readers to “be sure” that they knew the truth
(Luke 1:4). Luke talked to the people who

Bible Text
Luke 2:1-20
Memory Verse
“Greatness and honor to our God in the highest
heaven and peace on earth among men who
please Him.” (Luke 2:14)
Word List
manger: an open box in which food for farm
animals is placed
stable: a place where animals are kept, fed, and
cared for
surprising: unexpected, unusual, causing
surprise
website: a place on the World Wide Web that
contains information on a subject

were part of the story. The details surprise us.
Why Bethlehem? (Luke 2:1-7)
God controls history. He had a plan to
bring peace and hope to all the world. He
used real people and real places. But God
always surprises us. Caesar Augustus was the
ruler at the time of Jesus’ birth. Caesar said
that everyone should be counted so that he
could charge a tax. He said that they should
all return to their hometowns to be counted.
Luke tells us that this was the first time all the
people were counted. This happened in 6 AD.
God promised that the Savior would

How do you know that what you read is

come from David’s family and be born in

true? There is a website called, “Save the

David’s hometown of Bethlehem. Joseph was

Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus.” This

part of the family of David. But he and Mary

website is surprising. Everyone knows that an lived in Nazareth, 90 miles away. Why did
octopus does not live in trees. Some people
God choose someone who lived so far from
believe this story is true because there are

Bethlehem? Why did God choose Bethlehem?

pictures and details that sound real. But there

God was careful about every detail. He chose

is no such animal. There is no other source of

Mary and Joseph because they trusted Him to
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work out His plan. He chose Bethlehem

Everyone thought that shepherds were

because it was not an important city. He

dirty. Dirty shepherds could not go into the

chose the time for Christ to come, too.

Temple to worship. No one would have

God used this ruler and his tax to get

invited a shepherd to come see their newborn

Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem for the birth

baby. God surprised everyone when He chose

of Jesus. But the little town was crowded

shepherds to be the first to know that the

with people when Mary and Joseph arrived.

Savior had been born. He wanted us to know

They could not find a nice place to stay.

that Christ came for everyone.

Mary wrapped the baby in strips of cloth

The message of Jesus’ birth came in a

herself, so she may have had no one to help

special and surprising way, too. In the dark of

her. The only bed that she could find for the

night, suddenly the sky lit up with the glory of

baby was a manger. We think that Jesus was

God around an angel. That bright light scared

born in a stable because Mary laid Him in a

the shepherds. But the angel said, “Do not be

manger. This was an unusual place for a

afraid.” The angel brought “good news of

baby to be born.

great joy which is for all people.” This was

No one expected the Savior to be born

more than just good news. This was joyful

in a stable. The Jews expected the King to be

good news. And this was more than good

born in a king’s home. But Jesus was born in

news for the leaders or important people. This

Bethlehem to keep the promise that God had

was joyful good news for all people, even

made. He was born in a stable to remind us

dirty shepherds.

that the Savior came to a dark and sinful

The angel gave the shepherds some

world. He was born exactly when and where

details so that they would know the Savior.

God had planned.

First of all, this baby was God. The word
“Lord” meant more to the Jews than boss or

Why Shepherds? (Luke 2:8-14)

master. This was the name they used for God.

Bethlehem was only six miles from the

What a surprise to learn that God had come to

Temple in Jerusalem. Shepherds who lived
near Bethlehem kept sheep to be sacrificed at

earth as a baby.
When a baby was born into a Jewish

the Temple. They kept their sheep outdoors

home, they did three things right away. They

when the weather was warm enough. They

washed the baby with water, they rubbed salt

took turns staying awake all night to watch

over the baby’s body, and they wrapped him

over the sheep.

or her in strips of cloth. Maybe other babies in
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Bethlehem were wrapped in cloth that night.

Luke says that they went fast and

But this baby was lying in a surprising place.

searched until they found the baby. How

No one put a baby in a manger.

many babies wrapped in cloths did they find

But that was not the only surprise the
shepherds had that night. Suddenly, all the
sky was filled with more angels than they

that night? Only one was lying in a manger
just as the angels had said!
Shepherds were not allowed in the

could count. The angels began praising God.

Temple, but these dirty men came face-to-

They were thankful for God’s surprising plan.

face with God in that manger that night. The

They gave Him honor and glory in the highest first thing they did was to tell others about
heaven. Then they gave thanks that peace had

what God had done. Luke said “all who heard

come to people that pleased God.

it were surprised.” Such good news could not
be kept quiet. All people need the Savior.

Why Seek Jesus? (Luke 2:15-20)

And because of Jesus, all people can come

The shepherds believed the truth that

near to God.

they heard from the angels. They trusted what
they heard because it came from God. But
they had a decision to make after the angels

Things to Remember
We will always be surprised at what

left. Should they stay in the field watching

God does and how He does it. He uses real

their sheep? Or should they go and find the

people, real places, and real time to bring real

Truth for themselves? They decided to go see

peace to all men. We should never limit what

what had happened. The Good News was too

we expect God can do in our lives. Life is not

important to ignore.

always easy when we do what God wants. It

Things to Think About

may surprise us. But God promises that our
hard times have meaning in His plan. This

1. Have you ever been surprised by what God has
done in your life?

hard time for Mary was so important that she

2. How do you know that you can trust the Word of
God?

We are all enemies of God because of

hid all these things in her heart.

3. Have you ever gone through a hard time that God
used for His greater plan?

our sin. Like the shepherds, we are dirty. But

4. How can you search carefully to find the truth
about who God is?

God’s enemies become His children because

5. Who needs to hear the Good News of Jesus
Christ from you?

the Savior came to declare peace. Surprise!
of Jesus.
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Luke 2:1-20

See! I bring you good news of great joy

1 In those days Caesar Augustus sent out

which is for all people.

word that the name of every person in the

11 Today, One Who saves from the

Roman nation must be written in the books

punishment of sin has been born in the city

of the nation.

of David. He is Christ the Lord.

2 This first writing took place while

12 There will be something special for you

Quirinius was ruler of Syria.

to see. This is the way you will know Him.

3 So all the people went to their own cities to You will find the Baby with cloth around
have their names written in the books of the
Him, lying in a place where cattle are fed.”

nation.

13 At once many angels from heaven were

4 Joseph went up from the town of Nazareth

seen, along with the angel, giving thanks to

in the country of Galilee to the town of

God. They were saying,

Bethlehem. It was known as the city of

14 “Greatness and honor to our God in the

David. He went there because he was from

highest heaven and peace on earth among

the family of David.

men who please Him.”

5 Joseph went to have his and Mary’s names

15 The angels went from the shepherds back

written in the books of the nation. Mary was

to heaven. The shepherds said to each other,

his promised wife and soon to become a

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see what

mother.

has happened. The Lord has told us about

6 While they were there in Bethlehem, the

this.”

time came for Mary to give birth to her

16 They went fast and found Mary and

baby.

Joseph. They found the Baby lying in a

7 Her first son was born. She put cloth

place where cattle are fed.

around Him and laid Him in a place where

17 When they saw the Child, they told what

cattle are fed. There was no room for them in the angel said about Him.
the place where people stay for the night.
18 All who heard it were surprised at what
8 In the same country there were shepherds

the shepherds told them.

in the fields. They were watching their flocks 19 But Mary hid all these words in her
of sheep at night.
heart. She thought about them much.
9 The angel of the Lord came to them. The

20 The shepherds went back full of joy.

shining-greatness of the Lord shone around

They thanked God for all they had heard

them. They were very much afraid.

and seen. It happened as the angel had told

10 The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.

them.

