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This free, online curriculum is made  
possible by your gifts to the 
Mary Hill Davis Offering®  

for Texas Missions 

These lessons use the New Life Version (NLV) of the 
Bible. You can read it online at www.biblegateway.com 
and at www.studylight.org. BibleGateway has a free 
app available for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and 
Kindle Fire. If you prefer a hard copy of the NLV, go to 
barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).  
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Introduction for Teachers 

Welcome! 
 The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide 
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson 
while helping participants improve their English language 
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International 
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a 
Basic English level. 
 The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the 
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse, 
all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This 
information is followed by a teaching plan under headings 
of Prior Preparation, Connect with Life, Guide the Study, 
and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra 
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As 
the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to 
use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to 
your class members’ abilities and needs. 
  

Pray and prepare 
 Prayer is key to every teacher’s preparation, as well as 
an integral part of every teaching experience. We include a 
time of prayer in every lesson plan, but you can rearrange 
the plan to place the prayer time at a segment that is most 
conducive to your class experience. Use your own judgment 
as to where it best fits into your teaching session. 
 

Online Resources and Study Helps 
 At Bible Stories for Use with ESL Students, you 
will find free materials, including picture sequence pages 
for both Old and New Testaments. Go to: http://
pages.suddenlink.net/eslbiblestories/index.htm  The 
picture pages cover all important Bible passages and are 
copyright-free, so you can make handouts and posters for 
your students.  
 EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed by 
Wycliffe Associates (UK). Their website: 
www.easyenglish.info contains Bible commentaries, Bible 
translations, Bible studies, and other materials written in 
simple English. They are free for download and use.  
 At BaptistWay Press, you will find additional adult 
Bible study helps. Go to BaptistWayPress.org and click 
Teacher Helps > Teaching Resource Items. While these 
are not specifically coordinated to the Simplified English 
Teaching Guide, they do coordinate with the theme/Bible 
passage for each unit. 
 The Baptist Standard online edition provides 
additional commentary on current lessons at 
www.baptiststandard.com > Resources > Bible Study (or 
www.baptiststandard.com/resources/bible-study).  
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Which Bible translation is used with these lessons? 
     The Bible text printed in this curriculum uses the New Life Version (NLV), a translation (not a paraphrase) which 
uses only an 850-word vocabulary.  
     The NLV is accessed free online at: www. biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org, so it is easily available to 
your students via their tablet or phone in class.  
     Bible Gateway also has a free app available for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and Kindle Fire. 
     To order a hard copy of the NLV, go to barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).  
  

Why use the New Life Version (NLV)?  
     The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a Christian 
environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology, followed by the 
more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).”  
The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students or the common term where it 
will be better understood and less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List 
or teaching procedures, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary. 
     This unique translation is gender-correct (same as the King James Version). All pronouns referring to God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit are capitalized. Short sentences are used with the subject usually preceding the predicate. No contractions 
are used. Many paragraphs are preceded with captions which summarize the content. There are no footnotes. Most Old 
Testament quotations in the New Testament are followed by the reference. Most words are limited to one meaning, an 
important feature for new readers and people learning English as a second language. 
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Suggestions for Teaching 

General Suggestions  
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can read 
the focal passage in their native languages.  
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to 
complete one lesson. 
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study. 
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep 
vocabulary studies in their notebooks. 
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most 
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each 
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture 
sequence form (see details below). 
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before 
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart 
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with 
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall. 
 
 
Bible Comments/Focal Text 
1. Help students hear English and practice their 
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence. 
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with 
stress and intonation. Speak naturally. 
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or 
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask students 
to tell sections from Bible comments in their own 
words. 
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again 
to each other. 
4. Class may close books and listen as a native speaker 
reads the section again. 
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.” 
 
 
Memory Verse 
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory Verse 
several times each day.  
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory 
Verses.  
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate pieces 
of paper. Give to students to place in order. 
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase 
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is 
erased and class can repeat by memory. 
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the verse.  
6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the verse. 

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method) 
This method is especially suited for teaching 
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with 
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be 
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone) 
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading 
and writing the story).  
 You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that 
are professionally drawn, or stick figures. 
 Other benefits include the following: 
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students focus 
on the pictures and create their own sentences to tell 
the story 
 Focus on fluency, not just accuracy 
 Focus on a message or task rather than form or  
  grammar 
 Minimal error-correction as students tell the story  
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in 
every language. 
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more 
than one level of students by making the sentences 
easier or more difficult.  
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the 
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation. 
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a 
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead 
transparency. 
 Picture Sequence pages for both Old/New 
Testaments are available free at Bible Studies for Use 
with ESL Students: http://pages.suddenlink.net/
eslbiblestories/index.htm  The picture pages cover all 
important Bible passages and are copyright-free, so 
you can make handouts and posters for your students. 
 
 
Preparation 
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the 
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a 
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners, 
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep 
sentences in their most basic form, so students can 
combine sentences later. 
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate 
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for the 
telling of the story. Other drawing tips: 
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  An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables 
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story. 
  Direct quotations may be indicated with a  
cartoon-type bubble. 
 
 
Procedure 
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared 
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to 
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the 
main idea and help them think in chunks of language 
(as in real-life language use). 
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference 
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as 
needed to establish understanding. Work on 
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat 
new words. 
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one 
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and 
intonation. 
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story 
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the 
pictures throughout the story). 
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the 
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You 
become “stage prompter” at this point.) 
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story. 
(This may open the door for several more proficient 
students to use what they know.) 
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students 
to give each person practice in telling the story. 
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first, 
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the 
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she 
will have learned a lot by listening, will have 
observed a good model at least a couple of times, and 
will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.) 
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by 
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy 
questions). 
9. Conclude with life application questions that 
require some thought and give students opportunity 
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas. 
 
 
Lesson Expansion 
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these 
ideas:  
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of 
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice 
tell the story 
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told 
—Matching pictures and sentences 

—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing 
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show 
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around to 
position correct order) 
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip 
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in 
order, having them retell the story by contributing the 
portion on their paper strip) 
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth 
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the 
missing words) 
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while 
students write what they hear) 
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student. 
Ask that they read the story to a partner. 
—Ask students to write the story in their own words. 
 
 
Bible passage as content for reading 
Procedure 
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use 
animation and simple sentences. 
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story. 
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and 
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of 
these words with the whole class. 
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students 
read silently a second time to look for answers to two 
or three questions about details that you have written 
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers 
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole 
class. 
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read 
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line 
by line. 
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in 
unison. 
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other. 
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own 
words. 
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to 
see. 
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely 
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10 
new words per lesson). 
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns, 
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may 
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g., 
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well 
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners 
could work in present tense, then retell the story in 
past tense. 



each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of 
understanding 
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, role-
play, problem-solving, and interactive games 
9. Review previous material. 
___________________________ 
Some suggestions based on material developed for 
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders. 

Meet This Unit’s Writers 
 

Janet Roberts wrote lessons 1-2. She has taught 
ESL since 1976, trains teachers, and teaches 
English in other countries. She has four children, 
two granddaughters, and two grandsons. She 
directs a volunteer ESL program. 
 
Mark Ernst wrote lessons 3-4. Mark has been 
researching, writing, and teaching Bible studies 
for 35 years. He pastored churches in 
Pennsylvania and Illinois. He and his wife, Lee, 
have a son and daughter-in-law.  
 
Judy Hughes wrote lessons 5-7. Judy has taught 
English to internationals in the U.S. and abroad 
for many years. She is a trainer of teachers and a 
trainer of trainers. She and her husband, a retired 
pastor, now live on a farm near Moody, Texas, 
where they serve ministers through their 
Shepherd's Rest Ministry.  
 
 

Jennifer Carson wrote lessons 8-13. She and 
her husband, Mark, and their six children live in 
Saginaw, Texas. Jennifer is a graduate of Baylor 
University, a former English teacher, a freelance 
writer/editor, and a long-time writer for this 
series. 
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Checklist for Successful Classrooms 
Right Kind of Input 
1. New language in every lesson 
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current 
level of proficiency 
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs and 
interests 
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not 
words in isolation 
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the 
following: 
 —Realia or authentic materials 
 —Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating, 
clear enunciation) 
 —Demonstration and multiple examples rather 
than explanation 
 —Lots of gestures and nonverbal language 
 
 
Low Anxiety Environment 
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or 
take risks in language learning. The following factors 
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere 
and build a sense of community: 
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to 
students 
—Sincere and frequent affirmation 
—Minimal error correction from the teacher 
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students 
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace 
—Connecting with students through eye contact and 
positioning yourself on students’ eye level 
—Calling students by name 
 
 
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction 
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and 
still/active 
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual, 
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic) 
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and 
small groups of three or five; using whole class in 
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap-
up at the end) 
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form 
(grammar) 
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are 
known 
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners 
have different pieces of information and must ask 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1,write on the board: What makes 
you feel foolish? before the class arrives. 
♦ For Encourage Application #8, make two signs. Write 
“First” on one and “Last” on the other. Put the signs on 
opposite sides of the room before class begins or just 
before the activity. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. As class members arrive, pair them up and have them 
answer the question on the board: What makes you feel 
foolish? Once everyone has arrived, ask: Who would like to 
share with the class what makes their partner feel foolish? 
Keep the atmosphere light-hearted by first sharing 
something that made you feel foolish, why you felt foolish, 
and what you would do to not let it happen in the future. As 
class members share, try to find similar information with 
those follow-up questions. 
 
2. Say: Read the introduction section of the study by 
yourself. While they are reading, draw two columns on the 
board and write Saved above the first column and Jesus 
above the second column. Write: What The World Thinks 
as the title for the chart.  

 Say: Tell me what the world (by this, we mean all 
those who do not trust in Jesus) thinks about what being 
saved means. After writing their ideas in the first column, 
say: Tell me what the world says about Jesus and Who He 
is. After recording their answers, say: Many times, the 
world thinks that followers of Jesus are foolish, but 
today’s lesson will show us why trusting Jesus is wise and 
the best decision anyone can make.  
 Example: This can help class members get started or 
help fill in the chart if there are few ideas. 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
  

 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 aloud 
and then write: Dying in sin on the board. Ask: Who is 
dying in sin and what does that mean? Encourage those 
who come up with answers and then point back at the title 
to the chart on the board and say: The world, which is full 
of people who don’t trust Jesus, is dying in sin. Sin is 
disobeying God. We all sin, but these verses tell us that 
God had a plan to save those dying in sin. 
 
4. Ask another volunteer to read the section, “Is the Cross 
Foolish?” from the Student Guide or read it aloud 
yourself. Discuss any questions that might come up. 
 
5. Ask a series of questions but tell the students just to 
listen and think of their answers. Ask: Have you ever felt 
hated? Have you ever felt weak? Have you ever felt like 
no one knew you?  
 Say: Let’s see what Paul had to say to some people 
who felt that way. Read aloud 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 with 
feeling. 
 
6. Direct students to look at and read the Memory Verse, 
then write it on the board. Have all the students read it out 
loud together. Then erase several words and replace them 
with a blank line. Have the students recite the verse 
without looking at their study guides. Repeat the process 
until all the words have been replaced by lines and 
students are able to say the verse without looking at their 
papers. Congratulate them for memorizing the verse and 
suggest that they can use this same process to memorize 
any verse on their own. 
 
7. Ask for a volunteer to read the section, “Are Followers 
of Jesus Foolish?” in the Study Guide or read it yourself. 
Discuss any questions they may have. 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

Strong Words for Wise Living 
 

Lesson 1:  
The Cross:  

Wise or Foolish? 
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Lesson Focus  
God wants us to understand that the cross seems foolish to the 
world because they don’t understand the importance of Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection, which our wise God chose for 
our salvation. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
Memory Verse  
“But God has chosen what the world calls foolish to shame the 
wise. He has chosen what the world calls weak to shame what 
is strong.” (1 Corinthians 1:27) 

What The World Thinks 

Saved Jesus 

Being good 
Taking people out of  
     danger   
Follow rules 
Not possible 
Foolish idea 

A good man 
A good teacher 
A prophet 
A criminal 
A fool 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Ask: What are some ways that those who are not 
followers of Jesus think they can get to heaven? After class 
members give their answers, ask: Why is it easier to believe 
those things than the cross of Jesus? Encourage and help 
the discussion along to include God’s wise plan that is not 
what people would choose.  
 Say: Most of what people think will get them to heaven 
is really just people doing things for themselves. Many 
people in many different countries believe they can work 
their way to heaven by being good.  
 Read aloud 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 and ask: How do the 
same people we talked about before see the cross, which is 
God’s plan to save them? Write the word “foolish” on the 
board. Say: The word “foolish” is what most of those who 
don’t believe feel about God and His people. Ask: How can 
we help them see the truth? Write their ideas in a list on the 
board. Encourage class members to make these ideas a part 
of what they do to reach out to others and tell them about 
Jesus. 
 
♦ Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. Ask: What did Paul say 
about the Corinthians? Write the responses on the board. 
Then ask: What did others say about the Corinthians?  
Write the responses in a list next to Paul’s description of 
the Corinthians. Talk about the differences and say: Many 
in the city of Corinth who were not believers thought that 
the Christians were stupid and weak. God uses weakness 
for His glory because everyone can see that God is strong. 
He is wise, and when we need Him, the world can see it is 
God working and we are His servants.   

         

Encourage Application 
♦ Allow plenty of time for this activity. It works best if 
there are at least 12 class members. Ask class members to 
count off by 6 then put all the ones in one group, twos in 
another group, etc. Referring to the Things to Think About 
section, ask group 1 to work on question 1, group 2 to work 
on question 2, etc. Give the groups sufficient time to 
thoroughly answer the question they were assigned while 
you circulate to give any help as needed.   
 Say: Work together so that every person in your group 
agrees on one answer to the question, write it down, and 
remember it so that each person in your group can give the 
answer to the question(s) to others. When every group is 
finished, have one person from each group (1-6) make a 
new group so if there were just two people in each group, 
now there are only two groups with 6 people in each group. 
In each of the new groups, each person will give the answer 
to the question they were assigned so that all class members 
hear the answers to every question. 

Encourage Application 
8. Say: Look at the sign on that side of the room (point to 
“first”) and on the other side of the room (point to “last”). 
I’m going to ask a question and I want each of you to go 
to the side of the room that is the answer to that question 
for you.  
 Explain it again or give a demonstration to help them 
understand, then begin the questions.  
 Ask: When you were young, were you picked first to 
be on a team for a game or last? After the class members 
have gone to one side or the other, ask two of them to tell 
why they chose that sign (one from each side) and then tell 
them to go back to their chairs.  
 Say: We can understand how bad it feels to be picked 
last. You may feel weak and disliked. Who in our study 
today did Paul say felt this way? Wait for the answer (the 
Corinthian Christians), and when it is given or if no one 
gives the answer, re-read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 and say: 
God chooses those who seem foolish if they trust in Him. 
He loves using us when we are weak to show how strong 
He is.  
 Tell the class members that they can trust God to use 
them when they put their trust in Him. 
 
9. If time allows, divide students into small groups to 
answer the questions in the section, “Things To Think 
About” and discuss the answers. 
 
10. Read “Things to Remember” and be ready to help any 
class member who may choose to trust in Jesus for the 
first time, using the Roman Road (theromanroad.org) 
or any other tool or simply to lead them in a prayer to 
accept Christ as their Savior. 
 
11. Close in prayer, asking God to bless each student and 
to help them to share the good news of Jesus Christ with 
family and friends who are not yet believers. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ If class members are having trouble with the concept of 
what is wise and what is foolish, have a volunteer read the 
introduction section of the Student Guide first before 
doing the Connect with Life #1 section. Then go back to 
complete the Connect with Life #1 activity. 
 
♦ If you know that many of your class members are not 
believers, instead of Connect with Life #2, draw a chart 
with two columns and write the title: Wise and Foolish 
Things. Above the first column, write Wise, and above the 
second column, write Foolish.  
 Say: Now that we have talked about foolish things 
you have done, give me other examples of what is foolish 
from things you know about or things you have seen. Also, 
what have you done, said, seen, or heard that was wise? 
Record their responses in the appropriate columns. 
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Wise and Foolish Things 

Wise Foolish 

Education 
Eating healthy foods 
Exercising 

Bad habits 
Taking illegal drugs 
Not doing a good job at work 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, copy the cards and cut them 
out for each person in the two groups. If the class is small, 
you may only need one card for each of the two groups.   
♦ For Connect with Life #1, bring in brown and gray 
butcher or construction paper for the tables or the floor to 
help with the pantomime of farming and building. Set it up 
prior to the class members’ arrival. If you want to give a 
hint, you could write “God’s Field” on the brown paper and 
“God’s building” on the gray paper. 
♦ For Guide the Study #8, bring a few decks of cards and 
practice building a house of cards before the day of class. 
♦ For Encourage Application #10, bring in two pieces of 
construction paper of any color and a glue stick. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Hand the group or each person in each group the card for 
the pantomime that you prepared previously. Half the class 
members will be assigned to the “farming” group and the 
other half to the “building” group.   
 Say: Please read the card I gave you and talk with your 
group about who will do what action and how they will do 
it. You will be acting your part for the other group who will 
try to guess what you are doing. You may want to use the 
paper that I have here to help you act your part. 
 Give the groups time to talk and practice. When they 
are ready, have each group pantomime the activity listed on 
their card(s) and ask the other group to guess what each 
person is doing and then what the group as a whole is 
doing.  
 

2. Say: Today we will study how the people in the church 
are servants owned by God who sow seeds and water 
seeds in God’s field and how they build on the foundation 
of God’s building. Read and listen to what these ideas are 
talking about and think about what part you are doing in 
the church. Also read and listen to learn what part God 
has in both farming and building the church. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Read the Memory Verse and ask: Why did Paul say 
that Jesus is the Stone? What is the building that is being 
built? Who is building it?  
 Allow time for some feedback based on some of what 
you said in the pantomime activity. Do not try to give the 
answers now but say: We will see more about what this 
means in our lesson, but first let’s learn more about the 
church in Corinth and some problems that caused Paul to 
have to write strong words to them. 
 
4. Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-4 and then choose a volunteer 
to read the first paragraph of the introduction (or read it 
yourself) and say: What would happen if a baby or small 
child did not grow? It would be a problem for the baby 
and for the family. This is the problem that Paul sees in 
the church in Corinth. They started out as baby Christians 
and they were not growing the way they should. 
 
5. Read the second paragraph of the introduction and read 
these verses referred to in the introduction as you read the 
reference in the paragraph:  
—John 17:20-21: I do not pray for these followers only. I 
pray for those who will put their trust in Me through the 
teaching they have heard. May they all be as one, Father, 
as You are in Me and I am in You. May they belong to 
Us. Then the world will believe that You sent Me. 
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Lesson Focus 
New Christians are like babies but they need to grow in their 
faith over time. It is important to grow up in the faith so there is 
unity in the church. 
 

Bible Text   
1 Corinthians 3:1-17  
 

Memory Verse 
“Jesus Christ is the Stone on which other stones for the 
building must be laid. It can be only Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11)  

Act like you are working on a farm. 
 

 One person can use his/her hand to show how 
you plant seeds. 
 Another person can act like you are watering 
the seeds that were planted walking next to the first 
person. 
 Other people can be sowing and watering, too. 

Act like you are making a building. 
 

 One person can act like he/she is picking up 
heavy stones and putting them on the foundation. 
 Another person can act like he/she is putting 
stones on top of the first person’s stones (come behind 
them as they are putting down stones). 
 Other people can be pouring something over 
the stones to keep them in place. 



 Say: God puts believers together in the church to work 
together as His people. Growing up in Jesus is the glue that 
keeps us together. Staying baby followers may cause fights 
and pull us apart, destroying the church. Believers need to 
grow up and stop fighting! 
 
11. As time allows, have class members take time to answer 
the personal questions in Things to Think About, and then 
ask each person to choose one answer to share with the 
class. Be prepared to answer spiritual questions and 
possibly lead an unbeliever to accept Christ. 
 
12. Pray, asking God to help each of us who know Him to 
grow more in our faith and love each other more. Ask God 
for those who don’t know Jesus to have faith and believe so 
they may become part of the church of God. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦  Ask class members what kinds of shots they had to have 
before coming to this country or going to another country. 
After they answer, say: Shots help you to stay healthy when 
traveling. Today’s lesson tells us about a disease that is in 
many churches today - people fighting. The kind of shot 
that is needed to stop people from fighting is to grow up as 
Christians. Think about if you have had that kind of shot! 
  

Guide the Study 
♦ Note: If your group is ready for more difficult words, you 
could substitute the words “mature” for “grown-up” and 
“immature” for “baby.” 
 
♦ Draw two columns on a board, labeling one column as 
“Babies” and one as “Adults.” Ask class members to tell 
you in what ways babies are different than adults. Write 
their answers in the columns.  
       Say: Babies grow in many different ways as they 
become adults. If they don’t grow, it is a sad thing to watch. 
Ask a volunteer to read (or read it yourself) 1 Corinthians 
3:1-4 and using the Study Guide section, Do Not Act Like 
the World, explain that the church in Corinth had a problem 
with fighting caused by still being baby Christians. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Put class members into small groups of three or four and 
give each group a hymnal.  
       Say: Find hymns that tell how believers should act 
toward each other and write down what they say.  
       When the groups are finished, have them share what 
they learned with the class.  
       Ask: What have you learned from this and from the 
lesson about how to grow-up and how to build up the 
church?  
 

—John 13:35: If you love each other, all men will know 
you are My followers. 
 
6. Pair up the class members and have each pair read 1 
Corinthians 3:5-9 together. Say: Remember the first thing 
we did this morning? Talk about what Paul was teaching 
the Corinthians about being a leader or a teacher in the 
church. After the pairs have had their discussion, direct 
each pair to join another pair to form a group of 4.  
 Say: Share what you talked about with your new 
group then read verses 10-15 and talk about what Paul is 
telling them in these verses. After this discussion, ask each 
group to choose one person to share what their group 
talked about with the whole class.  
 
7. Choose volunteers to read the Study Guide sections 
“Know That God Does Everything” followed by “Know 
That God Will Test You” emphasizing the idea of being a 
servant (vv. 5-9) and testing (vv. 10-15) and any points 
that may have been missed by the groups in their 
discussions. Be sure to allow time for additional 
discussion and/or questions as a class.  
 Say: God wants His people to live as grown-up 
followers of Jesus not as baby followers who fight about 
which teacher they are following. Growing up in Jesus is 
the only way to stop the fighting  and the best way to be 
sure that the work that is done does not burn up when 
tested by God. 
 
8. Stay in groups of four. Take out the decks of cards and 
show class members how to build a house with cards. 
Give cards to the groups of four to work together to build 
a house of cards. Encourage class members to keep trying 
until they get one that will stand.  
 Say: A house of cards falls down very easily. No one 
would want to live in a house made of cards. What are 
houses made of? After getting answers like bricks, wood, 
stone, etc., ask for a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 3:16-
17 out loud.  
 Ask: What kind of building does God say His people 
are? (a house of God)  
 Say: Because each believer is a house of God , we 
need to be kind to each other and remember whose we 
follow and who we serve. We need to act like grown-up 
believers and love each other. When we do that, we build 
up each believer and make a strong church like a strong 
building, not a weak building like one made of cards! 
 
9. Read the Study Guide sections, Help the Church and 
Things to Remember, allowing time for any questions. 
 

Encourage Application 
10. Glue the two pieces of construction paper together. 
Ask: When the glue dries, how hard will it be to take these 
papers apart? It may be possible to pull them apart but 
watch what will happen? (both papers will rip or be 
destroyed in some way)  
 Demonstrate this by pulling the papers apart roughly 
once the glue is dry.  
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Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, make the chart of the Four 
Meanings of Discipline. Either make a poster and bring to 
class or arrive early enough to draw it on the marker board. 
Leave the right side (“Examples” column) blank for class 
input. The examples that are listed are for you to use to get 
discussion started. 
♦ You will need a marker board and marker to accompany 
most discussions in this lesson.  
♦ NOTE: Much of the discussion focuses on sexual 
immorality as described in 1 Corinthians 5. Depending on 
your class and their cultural background, this could be a 
difficult subject to address in a group setting or, more 
specifically, in a mixed-gender setting. Alter your class 
arrangement, if needed, by splitting into two groups with a 
female instructor for a women’s group and a male 
instructor for the men’s group. Keep in mind that the keys 
to the lesson are what is gleaned from the discussion of the 
problem of how to deal with sin in our lives and in the 
church. Paul was instructing the Corinthians to not 
overlook sin in their midst and to not let their spiritual 
pride continue unchecked. With sin, “a little goes a long 
way,” just as a little yeast (or leaven) works through a 
whole batch of dough. Believers (then and now) must 
always stay on alert to not give sin a chance to grow and 
expand, either on a personal level or a church level. 

Connect with Life 
1. Introduce the topic of discipline. Explain that 1 
Corinthians 5 is about a case where Paul told the church 
to exercise church discipline. Talk about the word 
discipline from this lesson’s Word List. Like many words, 
it has more than one meaning. Here are four of the most 
important. Refer to the chart you made earlier. Use the 
“Examples” below only as discussion starters, if needed. 

  After discussion, ask: Is discipline good? Is it 
necessary? Is it easy to do?  
 

Guide the Study 
2. The New Life Version divides the chapter into three 
paragraphs. Assign a strong reader to each paragraph (or 
share the reading between yourself and other teachers who 
can serve as language models). Read the chapter aloud. 
 
3. Ask: How many problems is Paul dealing with? What 
are they? Write these on the board. 

(a) A sexually sinful man 
(b) The church’s spiritual pride 
(c) The church’s misunderstanding of Paul’s previous 
letter 

 Ask: Which is the biggest problem? Why do you think 
so? After receiving answers, discuss that the biggest 
problem is the church’s pride. It affected everything else 
— how they worked together, how they represented God 
in their city, and especially, how they interpreted God’s 
Word as it applied to their lives. (At that time, they only 
had what we know as the Old Testament, plus Paul’s 
letters.)   
  
4. Ask the following questions: 
What was this man doing wrong? (v.1: A man was 

living with his father’s wife “as if she were his wife.”)  
How wrong was this situation? Does the Old 

Testament say anything about this kind of sex sin? 
Let’s look at four times it was spoken against in the 
Old Testament: (New Life Version shown) 
 Leviticus 18:8: Do not take the clothes off your 

father’s wife. Her body is for your father. 
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Lesson Focus  
The church and its people need to keep themselves clean from 
sin, ready to take strong action against serious sin when 
necessary. 
 
Bible Text   
1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
 
Memory Verse  
“We know that our old life, our old sinful self, was nailed to the 
cross with Christ. And so the power of sin that held us was 
destroyed. Sin is no longer our boss.” (Romans 6:6) 

Definition Examples 

Controlling people by making 
them follow rules 

Parents have rules to maintain 
discipline with their children. 

Choosing to behave according 
to the rules of the group or the 
situation  
(“self-discipline” or “personal 
discipline”) 

It takes self-discipline to stay on a 
diet. 
Children have to learn how to 
discipline themselves.  

Behavior that is judged by how 
well it follows the rules 

A class can show poor discipline or 
good discipline.  

Punishment for bad behavior Discipline that “suits the crime.” 

Four Meanings of Discipline 



Corinthian church members were converted Gentiles 
(people who had never been Jewish). Their moral code 
was certainly not based on the Ten Commandments! In 
other words, the man was not raised with a sense of 
moral right and wrong based on God’s rules for living. 

(b) The man’s environment. Corinth was a large, bustling, 
wealthy, idolatrous city. What Corinth said was 
desirable, permissible, or none of your business, was so 
radically different from the norms of the Bible. 

(c) The church’s bad theology. [bad understanding of 
God’s laws] The Corinthian church believed they were 
not only free from sin (1 Cor. 1:30) but free to sin, that 
everything was permissible.  

 Now connect these things to the lives of people today. 
Discuss how people get drawn into sin. Discuss how we as 
believers can fight against this problem. 
 
10. Ask: How can we detect spiritual pride in our lives? In 
our church? Write comments on the board in two columns.  

 
11. In closing, read Matthew 5:6: “Those who are hungry 
and thirsty to be right with God are happy, because they 
will be filled.” 
 Use Question #1 under Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide to encourage the pursuit of personal holiness. 
 Hopefully, you and I do not have really bad sins in our 
lives like the man in these verses. Yet there is always sin in 
our lives. Are we willing for Jesus to clean out some more 
of that old leaven? Ask yourself: Do I want to be cleaner? 
Do I really want to be clean from my sin? Do I really want 
to know Him better? Do I want to please Him more?  
 Open a time of silent prayer, allowing students to reflect 
on the areas of their lives to let Jesus “clean out” and to 
refocus on how to keep pursuing a stronger relationship 
with God. After a few moments, lead a closing prayer. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study  
♦ Interesting fact: The sexual sins and lifestyles of Corinth 
were so widely known that their way of life became a 
Greek verb that we would translate as “to Corinthianize.”  
If a person, a group of people, or a town was 
“Corinthianized,” it meant they had embraced a life of sex, 
selfishness, and wild living.  
 Ask: What does this tell us about the attitudes of the 
Roman Empire? Do you think sexual sin is as big a 
problem today as it was in first century Corinth?  
 Give reasons or examples of why you think the church in 
America is doing a good or bad job of dealing with this 
problem. 
  

 Leviticus 20:11: If a man lies with his father’s wife, 
he has put his father to shame. Both of the guilty 
ones must be put to death. They will suffer for their 
own sin. 

 Deuteronomy 22:30: A man must not take his 
father’s wife. He must not take the clothes off the 
woman who belongs to his father. 

 Deuteronomy 27:20: Cursed is the man who lies 
with his father’s wife because he has taken off the 
clothes of her who belongs to his father. 

 
6. Ask: How was the church responding to the problem? 
(v. 2: “Instead of being sorry, you are proud of 
yourselves.”) They were not only allowing it, ignoring it 
as sin, but proud that they were allowing it. 
 
7. We have to wonder: Why were they proud of 
themselves? This is actually discussed among biblical 
scholars. Here are three possibilities:  
(a) They actually might have been proud that things like 

this were going on in the church. Hard to believe, but 
this is a possibility. It would be the result of their 
confused biblical understanding.  

(b) They could be proud, not of the man’s sin itself, but of 
their “loving” and tolerant way of responding to the 
situation. They may have thought that not dealing 
harshly with his sin was what Jesus would do. While 
Jesus was quick to forgive a person’s sins, He always 
told the forgiven to go and sin no more. John 8:11: 
“Go on your way and do not sin again.” He did not 
tolerate someone continuing to sin. 

(c) Paul’s reference to their pride (v. 2) may not be 
directly linked to the case of sexual sin. Paul made it 
clear that they were full of spiritual pride in verse 6. 
Now comes a situation where a church member 
continues to live in a sinful sexual relationship with 
his stepmother, and it doesn’t even bother his brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Their spiritual pride was blinding 
them to the seriousness of this man’s sin.   

 
8. Ask: What is Paul’s solution to these problems? In 
answer to this, refer the class to the Study Guide content 
under the subhead “Sex Sins in the Church.” As the class 
looks over this section, note the key points on the board. 
While Paul’s instructions seem harsh, point out that the 
goals are that the man will stop sinning, sin will no longer 
control him, and he will be renewed in his relationship 
with his Savior.  
 Next, look over the section “A Spiritually Puffed-Up 
Church” together and, in similar fashion, write key points 
on the board as they are discussed. 
 

Encourage Application 
9. We might wonder how a man who claimed to be a 
believer and belonged to the church could live with his 
stepmother in such sin. Ask the class for input (and write 
their answers on the board, if desired). 
 Supplement the discussion with these answers:  
(a) The man’s cultural background. Most of the 
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Signs of Spiritual Pride  
in Our Lives 

Signs of Spiritual Pride  
in Our Church 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, think of some things you (or 
someone you  know) have stumbled over or something that 
caused you to trip. If possible, bring examples or pictures 
of things we fall over, like Legos, a stool, a rug, etc. 
♦ For several activities, you will need a marker board and 
markers or blank posters/butcher paper to write lists on.  
♦ For Guide the Study #5, bring highlighter pens of various 
colors for the class to mark their Study Guide pages. (Make 
sure everyone has the Bible verses page of Lesson 4.) 
♦ For Guide the Study #10, write verses on 3x5-inch cards.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Display the items or pictures of things we fall over. Tell 
of a time you have stumbled over something (the funnier, 
the better). Ask: What are some things you have stumbled 
over? Then ask: Why do we stumble over things? (Because 
they are in our way or we aren’t paying attention.) Are the 
items that make us stumble large or small? (Either. 
Sometimes the small things trip us up quicker than the big 
things.) Key question: Do we all stumble over the same 
things? (No. What causes one person to stumble does not 
necessarily cause another to do the same.) 
 
2. Say: First Corinthians 8 is a chapter which does not 
seem to connect with real life as we know it. When was the 

last time someone asked you about whether it was okay to 
eat food sacrificed to idols?!  
 Yet this chapter, together with 10:23 to 11:1 (and 
Romans 14) are the three places in Scripture which 
provide guidance regarding “gray area decisions.” Gray 
area decisions are things that the Bible doesn’t speak 
directly to or specifically tell us not to do, but also doesn’t 
tell us to do those things. These gray areas can become 
stumbling blocks for some people.   
 Summarize in your own words: Two things make 
something a gray area choice. (1) The Bible gives you 
freedom in what you decide. But (2) the choice must still 
be guided by what the Bible says is right and wrong. 
 Ask: What are some gray areas we face today? List 
answers on the board. Examples to supplement the list: 

 Drinking alcohol.  
 Buying an expensive item that’s not a necessity of 

life.  
 Going to a casino.  
 Watching some categories of movies (Remember 

the debate on whether kids should watch Harry 
Potter movies?)  

 Appropriate clothing for a teen to wear to the prom 
or an adult to wear to an office Christmas party.  

 Though the conversation may drift toward debating 
some of the items on the list, steer the discussion toward 
just making the list, not analyzing it. The fact that there is 
debate shows just how “gray” these gray areas can be for 
different believers! 
     Next, say: For the Corinthians believers, eating meat 
from pagan temples was a gray area. Some said it was 
okay to do. Some said it was not. Paul had to address the 
problem in his letter. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Turn to 1 Corinthians 8 in the Study Guide or access it 
on a mobile device or tablet. Using the NLV’s paragraph 
breaks (vv. 1-3; 4-6; 7-13), have three people read chapter 
8 aloud. (It can be three strong student readers or three 
native English speakers.)  
 
4. Say: As we can see, chapter 8 is not simply about 
eating food sacrificed to idols. What else does Paul talk 
about? (our freedom in Christ; our responsibility to other 
Christians to not cause them to stumble) 
 
5. Distribute the highlighter pens to everyone, as well as 
the copies of the Study Guide Lesson 4 page of Bible 
verses (if they don’t already have it). Explain that they are 
to read through the verses again and underline verses/parts 
of verses that relate to “food given to false gods in 
worship.”  
 After a few moments, ask which verses were marked. 
Their answers should be verses 1, 4, 7, and 10. 
 Say: Look carefully. Look at how Paul develops this 
phrase… 
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Lesson Focus  
Love surrenders its rights so other believers do not stumble. 
 
Bible Text   
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
Background Text 
1 Corinthians 8:1 to 11:1; Romans 14 
 
Memory Verse  
“Since you are free to do as you please, be careful that this does not 
hurt a weak Christian.” (1 Corinthians 8:9) 



with prayer and communion with God; rarely tempted to 
fall back into old lifestyle 
—Shared characteristics: Seeks God; needs to stay in God’s 
Word for guidance/direction; needs a church family for 
support/wisdom/fellowship 
 

Encourage Application 
7. Paul wanted them to see that true biblical knowledge is 
all about living a life of self-sacrificing love. The two times 
love is mentioned, it is a form of the Greek word agape. 
Verse 1: “Love makes one strong.” A number of other 
Bible versions read, “Loves builds up.” The Greek verb is a 
word often used for building. For example, it is the word 
Jesus used when He talked about the wise man building his 
house on the rock (Matthew 7:24). The Greek verb also is 
in a form which means love is always building and keeps 
right on building up.  
 Ask: How does this knowledge help us to see what Paul 
is trying to get the Corinthians to realize? (To truly show 
agape love to their less mature Christian brothers/sisters, 
they should gladly give up the “privilege” of eating 
sacrificed food at the temple. It is a small price to pay in 
comparison to helping another believer grow stronger.) 
 
8. Return to the first list of gray areas made at the 
beginning of class. Ask: Which of these gray areas are 
things that are “a small price to pay” to give up the 
“privilege” of doing, if it meant not hurting another 
person’s faith? When Christians disagree on a gray area 
issue, whose responsibility is it to give in?  
 
9. Say: A stumbling block is not an act that offends a 
person. A stumbling block is not just anything that causes 
someone to be offended. It is an act that leads a fellow 
believer into what is sin for him or her. What happens when 
you put a stumbling block in another Christian’s way? 
It may make them fall into sin. You sin against them. You 
sin against Christ. 
 
10. Draw the session to close. Distribute the 3x5-inch cards. 
Say: There are a number of verses that talk about how love 
forgets about itself and does what is best for others. As we 
read through these verses, see which one is the biggest help 
to you in obeying 1 Corinthians 8:9.  
 Romans 15:1-2             John 13:34 

Philippians 2:4              Matthew 22:39 
1 Corinthians 13:5b      Romans 14:21 

 Lead the class in a closing prayer.  

 In verses 7 and 10, the full scope of the problem is 
made clear. In between those two, however, are verses 8-
9, which are the “hinge” that Paul wants this problem to 
turn on. (Have the students mark vv. 8-9 in a different 
way, such as with an ink pen or switching colors of 
highlighters with another student.) 

 Say: The situation Paul is primarily concerned about in 
chapter 8 is the Corinthian Christians eating this food 
given to the false gods at the temple (and the effect it has 
on a weaker Christian). What would be the difference 
between buying the cooked meat at the market (which was 
customary) and taking it home to eat it, as compared to 
eating it at the pagan temple?  
 (For a stronger/mature Christian, it seems like it wasn’t 
a spiritual problem. But for a weaker/less mature 
Christian, it could cause him/her to “stumble” spiritually. 
It could make them fall into idol worship again or lead 
them back into the sinful ways of life that Corinth was so 
famous for.) 
 
6. Explain that the Corinthian Christians were 
emphasizing the knowledge they had and that they had the 
freedom to eat the sacrificed meat wherever they wanted, 
whether at home or at the pagan temple. For the stronger 
Christians, they could eat it at the temple and were not 
tempted to fall back into their old ways of life. The same 
was not true for weaker Christians.  
 Ask: What are characteristics of a weaker Christian 
and a stronger Christian? What do they have in common? 
Use a Venn diagram to show the differences and 
similarities. Suggestions to listen for:  
—Weaker believer: New to the faith; unsure about all the 
changes this new relationship has brought; so much to 
learn about walking with God; temptations to fall back 
into former sins 
—Stronger believer: Established in relationship with 
God’s Word, with other believers in a community of faith, 
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Verse 1 I want to write about food that has been given as a 
gift in worship to a false god.  

Verse 4 What about food that has been given as a gift to a 
false god in worship? Is it right? We know that a 
false god is not a god at all. There is only one God! 
There is no other. 

Verse 7 They have given food as a gift in worship to a god 
as if the god were alive. Some men have done this 
all their lives. If they eat such food, their hearts tell 
them it is wrong. 

Verse 10  A Christian who is weak may see you eat food in a 
place where it has been given as a gift to false 
gods in worship. Since he sees you eat it, he will 
eat it also.  

Verse 8 Food will not bring us near to God. We are no 
worse if we do not eat it, or we are no better if we 
eat it.  

Verse 9 Since you are free to do as you please, be careful 
that this does not hurt a weak Christian. 

Weaker           Shared              Stronger 
Believer     characteristics         Believer 
 



Lesson Focus 
To lead adults to recognize and use the gifts the Holy Spirit has 
given them to bless the church. 
 
Bible Text   
1 Corinthians 12:4-21, 27 
 
Memory Verse 
“You are all part of the body of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:27)   

Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, search the Internet for a hymn 
featuring the cello. Or see “The Orchestra Song” at this 
website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xTAUr4zXfI.  
Be prepared to use these in class. 
 ♦ For Encourage Application #14, draw the shape of a 
human body on a large piece of paper. Divide it into 9 parts 
and label them in this manner: the left arm and torso, You; 
the left hand, all; the right arm and torso, are; the right 
hand, part; the left leg, of; the left foot, the; the right leg, 
body; the right foot, of; and the head, Christ. Cut the pieces 
apart to create a puzzle. 
♦  For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, provide art 
paper and markers for small groups in your class. 
♦  For Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, 
consider offering your class members a spiritual gifts 
inventory to take home. Examine the inventories featured 
on the following sites to see what best fits the needs of your 
class and offer one or two to be taken home and finished.  
     https://www.flumc.org/files/fileslibrary/congregational 
+vitality/discipling/spiritual_gifts_inventory+short.pdf 

     https://www.lifeway.com/lwc/files/lwcF_PDF_ 
Discover_Your_Spiritual_Gifts.pdf 
 

Connect with Life 
1. As students enter the classroom, have the cello hymn you 
prepared playing. Point out the picture of the cello in the 
Study Guide, and read or summarize the lesson 
introduction. You might consider asking the class to sing 
along with “The Orchestra Song.” 

Ask: Do you agree with comparing the church to an 
orchestra? How are they alike? How are they different? 
 

Guide the Study 
2. Say: The new believers in Corinth asked Paul to explain 
some things they observed in their church. They all 
believed that Jesus was their Lord. But they noticed that 
they did not all have the same abilities. They did not serve 
in the same ways. And everyone did not respond to the 
Gospel in the same way. They wanted to know why there 
were these differences. 
 
3. Invite a reader to read 1 Corinthians 12:4-7. Read aloud 
the first paragraph in the Study Guide section entitled 
“One Giver,” or invite a volunteer to read. Emphasize the 
point that Jesus is Lord of our lives and everything done in 
the church reflects His leadership. 
 
4. Begin a chart on the marker board by writing the title: 
“One Lord, One Giver.” Make the first column and title it 
“Gifts.” Ask: What are some different gifts you have 
observed in members of our church?  
(List these in column 1. Note: students may be unable to 
list these yet. Be open to any observations they make.) 

 
5. Title the second column “Works” and explain that we 
might call these ministries or services in our church. Ask: 
 - What are some different kinds of work our church 
offers? (List these in column 2.)  
 - Which of these kinds of work relate to which gifts?  
   Make the observation that a person who organizes the 
Sunday School or English ministry does not necessarily 
have to be a teacher but they need to be a good organizer. 
 
6. Form the third column with the title “Ways to Work.” 
Ask: Do all teachers teach the same way? (No.)  
 - Are all preachers the same? (No.)  
 - Why do you think this is?  (Creation proves that God 
loves variety. He did not create us all the same. He works 
in us differently but always through His Holy Spirit to 
show His image in us.)  
   Discuss some differences in teachers and/or preachers as 
examples of this difference among believers.  
   Say: Ask yourself, “Am I using my gift for me or for us?” 
Remember, your gift is not given to you so that you can 
feel good about yourself. Your gift is given to you so that 
the church as a whole is what God wants it to be.  
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Encourage Application 
14. Use the body illustration you prepared before class. 
Hand out the pieces and invite 
volunteers to come and put 
them together to form the 
body. Together read the 
memory verse. Ask: What 
would happen if the foot 
decided to leave the body? 
(Remove one foot.) Say the 
verse now. Continue removing 
parts asking the class to say 
the verse in its entirety. 
   Ask: Who is the head of the 
church? (Christ) What 
happens when we begin to 
think we are in charge?  
   Say: Ask yourself, “What 
blessings am I missing 
because I am not using the 
gifts of the Spirit that God has 
given me?”  
 
15. End in prayer that we will 
each use our gifts to make the 
church what God wants it to be. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
♦ Say: I want to teach you two new words. Write 
Organism and Organization on the board. Ask: What is 
the difference between these two words.? (An organism 
is living and created by God alone. An organization is 
made up of people and created by people.)  

   Divide the class into small groups and provide each 
group with art paper and markers. Ask them to draw 
something that represents one of these words. 
   After groups have had time to work on their 
illustrations, invite groups to share their illustrations. As 
a class, determine if each one is an organism or an 
organization. Ask: Why is an organism like the human 
body a better comparison to the church than an 
organization like an orchestra? (The church is to be a 
living representation of the relationship between God 
and His people. The church, at its heart, is not an 
organization because it was created by God.) 
 

Encourage Application 
♦  Some of us are not aware of the gifts the Holy Spirit 
has given us. Consider providing class members with 
spiritual gifts inventories to take home and complete. 

 

7. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 while 
members of the class highlight or underline the different 
gifts Paul lists in these verses. Add the gifts to the list 
you started in Column 1. 
 
8. Say: Paul was not listing every gift you might see in 
every church. This is a sample list of gifts. He lists other 
gifts in Romans 12:6-8. 
 
9. Use the Study Guide to help you explain the function 
and need in the church for each gift listed in this 
passage. Ask:  
 - Why is it important for a church to have members 
with both the gifts of wisdom and teaching?  
 - How is the gift of faith in the list different from the 
faith we use when we first accept Christ as Lord?  
 - Has someone in our church led you to trust God more 
because of his or her great faith in God? 
   Use the basketball illustration to point out that the 
church is made stronger by the gift of faith in some of 
us. Ask:  
 - Does every believer with the gift of healing have to be 
a doctor?  
 - Why does our world need both doctors and people 
with the gift of healing?  
 - What might be a powerful work in a church? 
(miracles of healing, restoring families, prayer)  
 - Why are preachers important for the church?  
 - Why is it important for some to be able to discern 
spirits? (Note the word list and discuss this term.)  
 - What would happen to the church if there were false 
teachers but no one to recognize the problem?  
 - Why is it important to have both the gifts of speaking 
in special sounds (tongues) and the gifts of telling what 
these sounds mean (interpretation)? 
 
10. Say: Sometimes people with the gift of tongues 
begin to think they are closer to God than those who do 
not have this gift. Remember, God’s gifts are for the 
church not for ourselves. Sometimes they want to teach 
us how to speak in tongues. Remember, God is the only 
giver of the gifts. Sometimes they want to speak in 
tongues without someone to interpret. Paul explains in 
chapter 14 that all our words in worship must be 
understandable to one another.  
 
11. Reread verse 11 to emphasize the point that all this 
variety comes from God alone and is under His control. 
Say: How has the Holy Spirit gifted you to bless the 
church?  
 
12. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-21 in a dramatic fashion 
emphasizing how silly it would be for a part of the body 
to refuse to function. Ask: Why would someone in the 
church refuse to use their gifts to help the church? 
 
13. Say: Ask yourself, “Am I using my gifts to make my 
church stronger?” Name some ways each gift could 
make the church stronger. Names some ways the gifts 
could be used selfishly. 
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Lesson 6: 
An Even Better Way 

Lesson Focus 
To lead adults to examine how they show God’s love, so the 
world can see Jesus more clearly. 
 
Bible Text  
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 
 
Memory Verse 
“And now we have these three: faith and hope and love, but the 
greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 3:13) 

Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, prepare to sing “They Will 
Know We Are Christians by Our Love.” Type up a handout 
of the lyrics or write them on the board. Secure cymbals or 
bring a pot and a wooden spoon to class. 
♦ For Guide the Study #2, reprise the memory verse poster 
of the body from Lesson 5. Display it on the board. 
♦ For Guide the Study #6, prepare the chant on the 
following page as a bookmark for each student. 
♦ For Guide the Study #10, bring a jigsaw puzzle to class 
along with a picture of the finished puzzle. Set aside some 
of the pieces to hand out to class members. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, print and 
cut apart the case studies on the following page. 
♦For Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, print 
the memory verse on a 3x5 card and on a large poster or on 
the board. Keep the large printed verse hidden until the end 
of class. Also bring a hand mirror for this activity.  

 
Connect with Life 
1. When students have gathered, begin class by singing 
“They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love.” Sing 
the song together until the class is comfortable with it. 
Then say: Let’s sing it together again while I play the 
(cymbals or pot). Bang loudly out of rhythm. 
     Ask: When is a good deed wrong? When is a great act 
empty? When is a gift not a gift? Guide the discussion to 
agree that your playing did not promote worship because 

you were not thinking of others in the way you played. 
Just playing loudly did not promote worship for all. 
 

Guide the Study 
2. Call attention to the memory 
verse poster of the human body 
which you used in the previous 
lesson. Ask students to repeat the 
verse together. Say: There is 
something more than the parts of the 
body that make us truly be the living 
body of Christ. Above the poster 
write: “For the love of Christ puts us 
into action.” (2 Corinthians 5:14a) 
 
3. Invite someone to read 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:3. List 
names of things or people we love on the board around 
the body poster. Use the background information from the 
Study Guide section entitled “Without Love” to explain 
the meaning of the word agape as used by Paul in this 
passage. Point out those items we love that give us some 
benefit. Draw arrows from those items to the body. Say: 
God does not love us because of what we can give Him. 
Draw circles around the people mentioned. Say: God does 
not draw circles around some of us and leave others out. 
God loves all of us. 
 
4. Say: God gave the church in Corinth gifts of the Spirit 
to be used to bring others to Christ. But they were not 
using those gifts in love. If we agree that I have the gift of 
playing the (cymbals) would you say I did it in love today 
while we sang? (No.) Did my playing bring you closer to 
God? (No!) That’s the way some people were using their 
gifts in Corinth. They wanted everyone to see them. They 
did not care how others felt. 
 
5. Divide the class into five small groups, if possible. 
Assign these five actions to groups: teaching, preaching, 
showing great faith, giving to the poor and suffering for 
Christ. Ask groups to contrast how the action might be 
done in love or how it might be done without love. They 
can draw a cartoon, perform a skit, or lead a discussion. 
Allow a few minutes to work then call for reports. 
Conclude that good deeds without love are empty. 
 
6. Say: We know that we must act in love, but what does 
love look like? What is love? Read together I Corinthians 
13:4-6. Say: There are other ways to say these same 
things. Divide the class in half and pass out the 
bookmarks prepared ahead of class. Read the chant on the 
bookmark aloud. One group will read the words to the 
left, and the other group should read the indented words.  
All read the bold type together. 
 
7. Use the background information in the Study Guide 
section entitled “What Love Is and Is Not” to discuss the 
individual characteristics of love.  
 
8. Say: We can best understand love by looking at the life 
of Jesus. Invite students to give examples of each 
characteristic in the life of Jesus.  
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Encourage Application 
♦  Use a hand mirror to illustrate how we cannot see all 
of God until we meet Him face-to-face. Hold up the 3x5 
card with the memory verse. Invite a student to come 
forward to read the card. Insist that they read it through 
the mirror. Allow the student to struggle some but 
finally get the message of the verse. 
      Say: We see only part of the glory of God here in 
this life. We can figure out a little of His nature. But 
when we see God face-to-face, it will be much clearer. 
Reveal the large memory verse and invite the class to 
read it aloud together.  

9. Read 1 Corinthians 3:7-13. Use the Study Guide 
section entitled “Love Lasts Forever” to guide the 
discussion of the lasting effects of love. Ask: What do 
you remember most about your grandparents? Was it 
their actions or the love that moved them to action? 
 
10. To illustrate “now we know in part,” hand out 
individual puzzle pieces from a jigsaw puzzle. Ask: Can 
you tell what your part of the puzzle is? Can you tell 
what the puzzle picture is? After discussion, show the 
picture of the puzzle. Ask: Can you find where your 
piece should fit in the whole puzzle? This is how it will 
be when we see God face-to-face. Our little piece of the 
puzzle won’t matter so much when we see the full glory 
of His plan.  
 
11. To illustrate “when I was a child,” put the following 
questions on the board. Allow time for students to ask 
three people each of these questions.  
 What was your favorite toy when you were a child? 
 Do you still have this toy? Do you still play with it? 
 Why, or why not? 
     After a few minutes, ask: Was there anyone who still 
has a toy from their childhood? Why do we stop playing 
with those toys when we grow up?  Say: That is the way 
heaven will be for us. What was so important in this life 
we be of no interest when we are with our Lord. 
 

Encourage Application 
12. Ask someone to read Things to Remember from the 
Study Guide. Use the memory verse to confirm these 
words. Sing “They Will Know We Are Christians by 
Our Love” one more time (without the cymbals).  
 
13. End in prayer that we will be aware this week of 
God’s command to love one another as He loves us. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
♦ Use the following case studies to illustrate actions 
done in love and actions done without love. Divide the 
class into pairs or small groups, and give each a case 
study. Ask them to discuss the actions in the story and 
decide if the person showed the love of Christ or not. 
Call for reports and lead discussion.  
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Case Studies 

Bill’s brother has lived a very sinful life. His bad choices have 
caused failing health. He has asked his brother for help. His brother 
said, “I will help. But you made your bed, and now you have to sleep 
in it.” 

Susan serves one night a week at a soup kitchen. She is often tired 
after work, but she makes an effort to remember the names of the 
clients, speak to them individually and help cheerfully. She often 
spends an extra hour talking with the clients before going home. 

Juan is highly educated. He can read Greek and knows a lot about 
the Bible. When Juan teaches, he is rude when students ask 
questions. Juan teaches for one hour and leaves promptly so that he 
does not have to talk to the students. 

Pastor James knows the Bible. He preaches the Word of God and 
shows his people how to live for Christ. When someone is hurting, 
Pastor James is the first to come to help. His prayers comfort his 
people.  

Mary is a problem solver. She has a way of seeing the problem and 
knowing what to do about it. She decided the road beside the church 
was too busy. Mary got the city council to make the street one-way. 
This has caused problems for the people coming to church.  

David has a lot of money. He bought t-shirts for all the children on a 
mission trip to Haiti. The church in Haiti cannot afford t-shirts for all 
the children. After David’s group left, the children did not come to 
Bible school because there were no more t-shirts. 
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Lesson 7: 
Hope in Life After Death 

Lesson Focus 
To lead adults to live in hope in the power of the risen Lord for 
today and forever. 
 
Bible Text   
1 Corinthians 15:3-8, 12-14, 20, 23, 50-57 
 
Memory Verse  
“He will take away death for all time. The Lord God will dry 
tears from all faces. He will take away the shame of His people 
from all the earth. For the Lord has spoken.” 
(Isaiah 25:8) 

Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, bring a few vegetable and/or 
flower seed packets. Remove a few seeds from each 
packet to be matched with the pictures on the packets. 
♦ For Guide the Study #4, prepare a lesson outline as 
shown in the next column to be posted on the whiteboard. 
Also print the outline on paper for students to take notes 
as the lesson progresses. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, prepare 
two posters of “What I Do to Keep My Body Healthy” 
and “What I Do to Keep My Spirit Healthy.” Provide 
markers for students to record habits in each area. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, print the 
following Scripture passages, each on a separate page: 
John 20:11-18, John 20:19-20, John 20:26-29,  
John 21:1-14, Luke 24:36-43, and Acts 1:9-11.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Display the pictures on the front of the seed packets you 
brought to class. Hand students a few seeds from the 
packets and ask them to match the seed to the picture of 
the plant that it will produce. 
 
2. Say: What you plant in the ground looks nothing like 
what grows from it. We can look on the package to see 

what the seedlings will look like. We can see the picture of 
the plant that the seeds will produce. The same is true of 
our bodies. What dies and is buried is nothing like what 
will rise and live with Christ in heaven. We can look at 
the risen Lord to know what to expect after death. 

 

Guide the Study 
3. Remind the class of what we know about Paul’s 
relationship with the church in Corinth. (See Acts 18.) 
Paul had led many people in Corinth to faith in Christ. He 
later wrote these letters to that church to help them 
overcome problems that had developed among members 
of the church. 
 
4. Ask: What does it take to find out the truth in a case in 
court? Guide the discussion to understand that it takes 
good witnesses, clearly revealed facts, and sound 
reasoning to determine the truth. Display the lesson 
outline to guide the study today. 
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Listen to Good Witnesses 

 1. ________________________________ 

 2. ________________________________ 

 3. ________________________________ 

 4. ________________________________ 

 5. ________________________________ 

Think About It 

1. Why are we preaching and living a life of faith if Christ has not 
been raised from the dead? 
______________________________________________ 
2. What does Christ’s rising first prove to us?  
__________________________________________ 
3. What is the order of our going with Christ to heaven?
_______________________________________________ 

Look at the Facts 

1. Earthly bodies and heavenly bodies are ___________. 

2. When the last horn sounds the battle is __________ and we 

will be __________ to go with Christ to heaven. 

3. __________ has no power over _____________. 

Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Prunus_persica_pit.jpg 
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things that will not be in heaven. (death, tears, and 
shame) Find one statement that guarantees that this is 
true. (For the Lord has spoken.) Ask: How would your 
life be different if you had no fear of dying? What will 
be missing in heaven if there are no tears? (selfishness, 
disagreements, greed, violence, crime, etc.) How could 
there be no shame in heaven? (There would be no sin!)
What would be different about the way we live if there 
were no shame?  
 
14. Divide the class into four groups. Assign one 
sentence in the verse to each group. Practice 
memorizing the verse by asking each group to say their 
sentence when you point to them. Change sentences and 
do it again and again until the class is able to say the 
verse without any prompting. 
 
15. Say: We have a great future to look forward to, just 
like a farmer looks forward to a harvest. End in prayer 
that our lives today will prepare us for living in heaven 
with our Savior.  
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Display two posters on the wall. One should say, 
“What I Do to Keep My Body Healthy” and the other 
should say, “What I Do to Keep My Spirit Healthy.” 
Invite students to write on the posters habits they have 
developed in each area. Ask: Which do you think about 
the most, the life you live here on earth, or the life you 
will live forever in heaven? 

 

Guide the Study 
♦ Examine the life of James by reading Mark 6:3 and 
John 7:5. Ask: If James grew up with Jesus and still did 
not believe, how might meeting the risen Jesus affect 
him? Report the extraordinary life of James as leader of 
the first church in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17) and advisor to 
missionaries (Acts 15). 
♦ Divide the class into six groups and assign one of the 
following passages to each group: John 20:11-18, John 
20:19-20, John 20:26-29, John 21:1-14. Luke 24:36-43, 
and Acts 1:9-11. Ask groups to look for characteristics 
of the risen body of Jesus.  
   Call for reports and record characteristics of the risen 
body of Christ. Ask: Are you excited to have a body like 
Christ’s risen body? How can we know that our new 
bodies will be real and not just spirits? 
   

5. Invite a class member to read 1 Corinthians 15:3-8. 
Ask the class to listen for five witnesses Paul calls to 
tell the truth about Christ’s rising from the dead. Fill in 
the outline with: God’s Word, the disciples, 500 
people, James, and Paul. Use the background 
information from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Listen to Good Witnesses” to verify that these are 
trustworthy witnesses. 
 
6. Ask: Could 500 people make the same mistake? 
Would these people have changed their lives for a lie? 
Many of these people died for their faith. Would that 
happen if the story of Christ’s rising were a lie? 
 
7. Recruit a reader for 1 Corinthians 15:12-14, 20, and 
23. Guide the discussion of these questions using the 
background information in the Study Guide section 
entitled “Think about It.” Invite students to form an 
answer to each question as a class. Write answers to 
these questions on the lesson outline on the board: 
 Why are we preaching and living a life of faith if 

Christ has not been raised from the dead? 
 What does Christ’s rising first prove to us?  
 What is the order of our going with Christ to 

heaven? 
 
8. Guide a discussion of “first fruits” using the 
background information in the Study Guide section 
entitled “Think about It.” Ask: In what ways is Christ 
the “first fruit”? (He is the first to rise from the dead, 
never to die again. He is the proof of what is to come.) 
 
9. Read aloud 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 as the class 
listens. As they listen, they should fill in the blanks on 
their worksheet. (Answers are: different, over, 
changed, death, and life.)  
 
10. Refer back to the Connect with Life activity #1. 
Ask: What does it prove about life after death if God 
created seeds that are different from the plants they 
become? (These human bodies are not what they will 
become in heaven.)  
 
11. Ask: How are our human bodies different from the 
sun, moon and stars? (We have a much shorter life-
span. We grow and change over the years.)  Ask: How 
do you feel about having a body in heaven that will 
never grow old, get sick, or die? 
 
12. Guide a discussion of the trumpet sounding to 
announce Jesus’ coming again. Refer to the battle 
illustration in the Study Guide section entitled “Look at 
the Facts.” Ask: Do you agree that we are fighting a 
battle against sin and death all our lives? Do 
unbelievers also fight this battle?  
 

Encourage Application 
13. Point out the Memory Verse for this lesson in the 
Study Guide. Say: Look at this verse and find three 
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What I Do to Keep My 
Body Healthy 

What I Do to Keep My 
Spirit Healthy 

  



Prior Preparation 
♦ Write and mail notes for Connect with Life #1. 
♦ Locate a map for Guide the Study #2. 
♦ Gather a glass, bowl, and pitcher of water for Encourage 
Application #7. 
♦ Locate the video for Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with 
Life, if you plan to show it. 
♦ Have index cards and pencils on hand for the Encourage 
Application activity in Extra Teaching Ideas. 
 

Connect with Life 
1.  Before class this week, write a personal note or short 
letter to each class member and send it through the mail. In 
each note, request that the recipient bring it to today’s 
class.  
     As class opens, ask if anyone received a note from you 
in the mail this week. Allow one or two volunteers to share 
their notes with the class. Ask: 
 —Were you surprised to receive a note in the mail? 
 —How did you feel when you saw it ? 
 —How often do you receive a note like this? 
 After hearing responses, read or summarize the 
introduction from today’s lesson in the Study Guide. 
 
 

Guide the Study 
2. Use a map like the one here to show that Paul was 
writing to the church of Corinth from a location in 
Macedonia. Explain that this letter was probably written 
in AD 54 or 55.  

https://www.bible-history.com/geography/maps/map_achaia.html 
 
3. Ask a class member to read 2 Corinthians 1:1-2 aloud. 
Instruct members to listen for words that describe Paul. 
Note that Paul uses the words chosen and missionary to 
describe himself in this greeting. Elaborate on this by 
drawing comments from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Paul’s Authority.” 
 
4. Write the words Comfort  and Trouble on the marker 
board. Divide the class into two groups. Assign one of 
these words to each group. Ask members to listen 
carefully while you read 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 aloud. 
Instruct members of each group to count the number of 
times these words are used. Comment on these verses by 
drawing from the Study Guide section entitled “The 
Purpose of Problems.” Then lead the class to discus 
Question #1-3 from Things to Think About in the Study 
Guide.  

5. Ask another member to read 2 Corinthians 1:8-11.  
Ask members to listen for words and phrases which 
describe the trouble Paul faced in Asia. Guide members to 
list these on the marker board. 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

Strong Words for Wise Living 
 

Lesson 8:  
Serving Through Suffering 
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Lesson Focus  
God gives great comfort in the midst of strong trouble so that 
Christians can endure and offer the same kind of comfort and 
hope to others who face suffering. 
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 1:1-11 

 
Memory Verse  
“He gives us comfort in all our troubles...We give the same kind 
of comfort God gives us.”  (2 Corinthians 1:4) 

Comfort Trouble 

Paul’s Trouble in Asia 
 

 Load was so heavy (v. 8) 
 No strength to keep going (v. 8) 
 Did not think we could live (v. 8) 
 We thought we would die (v. 9) 
 Looked like sure death (v. 10) 



Guide the Study 
♦ Before examining the Bible text today, consider reading 
or summarizing Acts 18:1-11 for the class to help them 
remember how Paul first began his relationship with the 
Corinthians. Point out the many troubles Paul faced when 
he first came to Corinth. 
     To help you retell these events, you may want to use the 
free slideshow at the link below: 
 

http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-corinth/ 
 
♦ Offer the following verses as possible explanations of the 
kind of trouble Paul faced in Asia. 

  
     Say: There are many possible troubles Paul might have 
meant in 2 Corinthians 1:8-11. We cannot know what he 
meant for sure. He could have meant bad treatment, severe 
sickness, or even something else. Whatever trouble Paul 
faced, we know it was severe. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Distribute index cards and pencils to class members. On 
one side of the card, instruct members to write down 
specific ways they have suffered or had trouble. On the 
other side, ask them to name specific ways they can 
minister to others through this suffering. Encourage class 
members to place these cards in their Bibles to mark the 
location of today’s Memory Verse. 
 

6. Guide the class in a discussion of Question #4, 
encouraging members to share their thoughts. 
 

Encourage Application 
7. Read or summarize the Study Guide section entitled 
“Things to Remember.”  Then ask class members to 
consider Question #5 from Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide.  
 
8. Consider class responses to Question #5 and then 
provide the following illustration in response to the 
question. 
 Fill a pitcher with water. Then place a clear, empty 
glass inside of a large bowl. Begin pouring the water from 
the pitcher into the glass. Explain that this represents the 
comfort God gives when we suffer. As the water begins to 
run over the glass into the bowl, say: The pitcher 
represents God’s endless supply of comfort. When the 
glass becomes full of water, it overflows into the bowl. The 
same thing is true in our lives. When we are full of God’s 
comfort, it can flow into the lives of others when they are 
hurting. 
 
9. Recite the Memory Verse from today’s lesson and close 
the class in prayer that God will comfort members who 
might be facing trouble right now. Also pray that God will 
use class members to comfort others with His loving-
kindness. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Share the following excerpt take from the mainstream 
Study Guide. It is a small portion of a 22-page letter 
penned in 1917 from a young woman to her family in New 
York. The letter describes her experiences in Colorado, 
where she had had recently begun ministering with her 
husband. Point out that the letter is full of details and vivid 
descriptions. After sharing the excerpt, guide class 
members to read the introduction to today’s lesson from 
the Study Guide. 
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1917: A Letter Home 
 

        Have you ever heard of a barbeque? We never had 
either. The people were gathered in groups the same as 
any ordinary picnic, but they had dug a great trench, 
perhaps four feet by twelve feet in which they built a 
fire. When it had burned down mostly to live coals, they 
put a rack over it, placing great chunks of beef which 
had been killed for the occasion. On beyond the beef, 
which the tenders turned now and again with pitchforks, 
which they stuck again into the ground, were two or 
three wash-tubs full of coffee steaming hot. 

What was Paul’s Trouble in Asia? 
 

 An Angry Meeting in Ephesus—Acts 19:23-41 
 Persecution from the Jews—Acts 21:27 
 Men Who Act Like  Animals—1 Corinthians 15:32 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Locate maps and pictures for Connect with Life #1. 
♦ Locate the video recommended in Connect with Life #2. 
♦ Copy and prepare the vocabulary worksheet for 
Encourage Application #6. 
♦ Locate an x-ray and prepare the survey if you plan to use 
these suggestions from Extra Teaching Ideas. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Write the word ISTHMUS on the board. 

Explain that an isthmus is a narrow strip of land surrounded 
by water on both sides. Also, offer a picture or map like the 
map below and the picture in the next column to illustrate.  

2. State that city of 
Corinth was located on 
an isthmus of land in 
Greece. Then read the 
first paragraph of today’s 
lesson introduction from 
the Study Guide. Say: At 
Corinth, ships were 
dragged across the a 
small strip of land 
between the Aegean Sea 
and the Ionian Sea. This 
made Corinth an 
important place along 
the Mediterranean trade 
routes of the ancient 
world because it created 
a direct path between the 
East and the West. 
 

 Share the following video to illustrate how ships were 
moved across the Isthmus of Corinth. The video is less 
than three minutes and is narrated in Greek, but the 
animation makes the process clear. Find the video at:  

https://www.awesomestories.com/asset/view/Ancient-
Greece-Moving-Ships-Over-Land- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Read the second paragraph from the introduction to 
today’s lesson in the Study Guide. Ask class members if 
they can think of modern cities that are similar to Corinth. 
List their responses on the board. Be sure they identify 
New York City in the United States as one such city. 
 
4. As a class member to read 2 Corinthians 1:12-14 for 
the class. Instruct members to listen for words that 
describe Paul. List these on the board. Then discuss these 
verses by drawing from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Strong Words to Proud People” and lead the class to 
discuss Question #1 from Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide.  
 
5. Read 2 Corinthians 1:15-
22 for class members. Help 
them understand Paul’s 
plans by referring back to 
the map provided in Lesson 
8. Help them locate 
Ephesus, Corinth, and 
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Lesson Focus  
A forgiving spirit and honest words can heal broken 
relationships. 
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 1:12 to 2:4 
 
Memory Verse  
“...But we are to hold to the truth with love in our hearts. We are 
to grow up and be more like Christ. He is the leader of the 
church.” (1 Corinthians 4:15) 

I  S  T  H  M  U  S 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmus_of_Panama 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isthmus 

Paul in  
2 Corinthians 1:12-14 

 

 Honest 
 Pure 
 Wisdom 
 Power 

 



Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ As class begins today, ask if anyone has ever broken a 
bone. Invite class members to talk about their experiences. 
Also, share an x-ray like the one below . Then say: 
Sometimes, relationships can become broken, too. Paul 
faced this problem in his relationship with the Corinthian 
church. In today’s lesson, we will discover how Paul 
responded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Read 2 Corinthians 1:17-20. Then lead a discussion with 
questions such as: Did the Corinthians think that Paul was 
not trustworthy? Why? What did Paul write about changing 
his plans? What does it mean to be trustworthy? Do you 
know someone who is not trustworthy? How do you act 
with that person? Are you trustworthy? What does verse 19 
tell us about Jesus being trustworthy? 
 
Encourage Application 
♦ In discussing “Things to Remember” from the Study 
Guide, use this survey to help class members reflect on 
their own response to conflict.  

Macedonia on the map. Draw comments on these verses 
from the Study Guide section entitled “Broken Trust.” 
Guide the class to discuss Question #2 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide.  
 
6. Ask a strong reader to read 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:4. 
Remind class members that Paul wrote this letter with 
strong feeling. Ask members to listen for words that show 
these strong feelings. List 
their responses on the 
board. Then comment by 
referring to the Study Guide 
section entitled “A Humble 
Heart” and guide the class 
to discuss Question #3 from 
Things to Think About in 
the Study Guide.  
 

Encourage Application 
7. Pass out the following vocabulary exercise to class 
members. Allow them to work together in completing this. 
After some time, gather class members together to review 
the exercise and make sure everyone has the correct 
answers. (Answers: clashed, pride, humble, mature) 

 
8. Read “Things to Remember” from the Study Guide and 
guide the class to talk about Questions #4 and #5 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
9. Close the class today in prayer that members would 
follow Paul’s example and seek honesty, humility, and 
forgiveness in any personal relationships that need 
healing. 
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 Heart (vv. 23, 4) 
 Hurt (v. 23) 
 Happy (vv. 24,1-3) 
 Sad (vv. 1-4) 
 Troubled (v. 4) 
 Tears (v. 4) 
 Loved (v. 4) 

Vocabulary Worksheet 
 
Use the Word List from today’s lesson to fill in the 
blanks with the correct word. 
 
 Many different kinds of people lived in Corinth. 

They all had different ways of thinking and living. Many 

times, their ideas __________. This even happened 

between Paul and the Corinthian church. When there 

were problems, Paul did not respond with __________. 

Instead, he acted in __________ ways. Paul loved the 

church in Corinth. He wanted them to grow and 

__________ in their relationship with God. He worked 

to heal this broken relationship because he cared deeply 

for the Corinthians.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bone_fracture#/
media/File:Broken_fixed_arm.jpg 

Conflict Survey 
 
Place a check mark next to the ways you 
most commonly respond to conflict. 
 
_____I am afraid of conflict, so I avoid 
disagreeing with others and often hide my 
feelings. 
 
_____ I try to help others understand me by 
explaining my position in a calm and logical 
manner. 
 
_____ I get angry when others disagree with 
me, so I try to force them to see my side of 
things. 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Find colored dry erase markers for Guide the Study #6. 
♦ Locate the video for Connect with Life/Extra Teaching 
Ideas, if you plan to show it. 
♦ Gather index cards, envelopes, and stamps if you plan to 
use the activity from Extra Teaching Ideas/ Encourage 
Application. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Write the following phrase on the board before class 
today.  

 As class begins, call attention to these words. Ask if 
class members are familiar with these words. If possible, 
call on someone to explain the meaning of this phrase. If 
not, explain it yourself. Then read aloud the first paragraph 
from the introduction to today’s lesson in the Study Guide.  
 

2. Guide the class to discover other English phrases which 
mean the same thing as throw in the towel. List responses 
on the marker board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Ask class members to respond to Question #1 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. Then read or 
summarize the rest of the introduction to today’s lesson in 
the Study Guide.  
 

Guide the Study 
4. Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 for the class. Comment on 
these verses by drawing from the Study Guide section 
entitled “A Job to Do.”   
 
5. Be sure to carefully compare v. 4 and v. 6. Divide the 
class into two groups. Ask one group to reread v. 4, 
noting words that describe Satan. Ask the other group to 
reread v. 6, noting words that describe God. After the 
groups have had enough time to complete their tasks, ask 
a leader from each group to share their findings. Record 
responses on the marker board.  

6. Ask one or two class members to read aloud 2 
Corinthians 4:7-12. Instruct the class to pay careful 
attention to vv. 8-9, listening specifically for the word but. 
Tell class members that this word usually indicates two 
different ideas. Lead the class to identify the two different 
ideas in each phrase from these scripture. Write them on 
the marker board. If possible, use colored markers to 
highlight the contrasting ideas in each of these verses. 
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Lesson Focus  
Because Jesus rose to life again, Christians can find hope in all 
the times of our lives because we will also rise to life again 
through Jesus.  
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 4:1-18 

 
Memory Verse  
“The little troubles we suffer now for a short time are making us 
ready for the great things God is going to give us forever.”  
(2 Corinthians 4:17) 

Throw  in  the  towel 

Give up 
 

 Cut bait 
 Bow out 
 Give up the ship  
 Give up the fight 
 Wave the white flag 
 Fold your cards 
 Stop beating a dead horse 

2 Corinthians 4:4,6 
 

Satan (v. 4) 
Blinds eyes 

God of this world 
Does not want light 

 
God (v. 6) 

Says light shines in darkness 
Makes His light shine in our hearts 

Brings knowledge of God’s shining-greatness 



Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Use the video at the link below to illustrate the origin of 
the meaning of the phrase from today’s opening activity.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8LLCVvRGCw 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Call attention to v. 18. Help class members to understand 
the difference between “the things that can be seen” and 
“the things that cannot be seen.” Brainstorm a list with 
class members and record responses on the marker board.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encourage Application 
♦ As class closes, share some additional verses about 
trouble and suffering. Consider 1 Peter 5:10 and Romans 
8:8. Encourage class members to write down one of these 
or today’s memory verse on an index card. Then provide 
stamps and envelopes so that class members might send 
one of these encouraging verses to someone who is facing 
strong trouble. 

 
 

 
7. Say: Human troubles are always different from God’s 
strong help. Paul knew that he could rely on the light of 
God’s strength in the middle of hard times. Discuss these 
verses by drawing ideas from the Study Guide section 
entitled “A Light from God.”  
 
8. Ask Question #2 from Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide. Then read 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 for the 
class.  
 
9. Summarize ideas from the Study Guide section entitled 
“A Hope for the Future.” Then ask Question #3 from 
Things to Think About. 
 

Encourage Application 
10. Examine this week’s Memory Verse with the class.  
Ask the following questions and record responses on the 
marker board.  
 —What words does Paul use to describe troubles? 
(little, short time) 
 —What words does Paul use to describe the things 
God gives? (great, forever) 
 
11. Divide the class into two groups. Lead the groups to 
practice reciting the Memory Verse in the following way. 
After several rounds, have the groups switch parts and 
recite the verse a few more times. 

 
 
12. Discuss Questions #4 and #5 from Things to Think 
About in the Study Guide. Then close class in prayer, 
asking God to help class members focus on the things that 
last during times of suffering. 
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2 Corinthians 4:8-9 
 

Pressed on every side, BUT...room to move (v. 8) 

In much trouble, BUT...never give up (v. 8) 

Hard for us, BUT...not alone (v. 9) 

Knocked down, BUT...we are not destroyed (v. 9) 

2 Corinthians 4:17 
Group #1 
The little troubles we suffer now for a short time are 
making us ready ... 
 
Group #2 
...for the great things God is going to give us forever. 
 

Things that can be seen 
 Riches 
 Fame 
 Sickness 
 Poverty 
 
Things that cannot be seen 
 God’s loving-favor 
 Peace 
 Joy 
 God’s shining-greatness 
 Heaven 

Encouragement in Times of Trouble  
 

After you have suffered for awhile, God Himself will 
make you perfect. He will keep you in the right way. 
He will give you strength. He is the God of all loving-
favor and has called you through Christ Jesus to share 
His shining-greatness forever.  

—1 Peter 5:10 
 
I am sure that our suffering now cannot be compared 
to the shining-greatness that He is going to give us.  

—Romans 8:18 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life, prepare index cards and small 
treats for the game of Charades.  
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, bring a 
lightweight rope and small treats if you plan to play a game 
of tug-of-war. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Ahead of class today, prepare four index cards each 
containing one word and definition from today’s word list 
Begin class today with a vocabulary exercise. Divide the 
class into four groups, giving each an index card. Tell class 
members you are going to play a game of Charades today. 
Give the groups five minutes to study their word and 
decide how they will act it out for the class. Play the game, 
tossing small treats like a candy bar to the winners of each 
round. Have fun with this activity and encourage everyone 
to participate. 
 When the game is over, explain that these words are 
important to today’s lesson. Help class members locate 
these words on the word list for today’s lesson in the Study 
Guide.  
 

Guide the Study 
2. Read the lesson introduction aloud for class members, 
asking them to follow along in their Study Guides. Then 

discuss Question #1 from Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide. 
 
3. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 7:5-7. Ask class 
members to listen closely for the word comfort. Assign 
one member to count how many times this word is used in 
these verses. Affirm that the word is used four times. 
Comment on these verses by drawing from the Study 
Guide section entitled “God’s Comfort in Conflict.” Lead 
the class to consider Question #2 from Things to Think 
About in the Study Guide. 
 
4. Ask another volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 5:8-11. 
Instruct class members to listen for the word sorrow. 
Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled 
“God’s Purpose in Conflict.” Emphasize the difference 
between sorrow that God uses and the sorrow of this 
world. Create a chart like the one below on the marker 
board to guide discussion of Question #3 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide. 

5. Read Corinthians 4:12-16 aloud for class members. 
Guide a discussion of these verses by drawing thoughts 
from the Study Guide section entitled “God’s Power to 
Bring Peace.” 
 

Encourage Application 
6. Lead class members to consider Questions #4 and #5 
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide.  
 
7. Close class today with some extended time in prayer. 
Divide class members into small groups of two or three. 
Ask class members to share in these groups about 
significant conflicts they are facing right now. Ask the 
groups to pray about these individual conflicts, seeking 
God’s wisdom in how to resolve each one.  
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Play a game of tug-of-war at the beginning of class 
today. Use a lightweight rope and make it a brief, friendly 
competition. Award a small treat like a candy bar to the 
winning team. When the competition is over, call 
attention to the word conflict  from the word list in 
today’s Study Guide. Say: Our game today was a kind of 
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Lesson Focus  
Strong words communicated from a loving heart can make a 
way for peace in the middle of strong conflict.  
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 7:5-16 
 
Memory Verse  
“The pains given by a friend are faithful....” (Proverbs 27:6) 

Sorrow That  
God Uses 

Makes people sorry 
for sin 

Leads us to turn 
from sin 

Saves from the 
punishment 

 

Sorrow of  
This World 

 Brings death 



Encourage Application 
♦ The following advice is given by 
Ken Sande in his book entitled The 
Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to 
Resolving Personal Conflict. Share 
these points with class members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     More information can be found on the Focus on the 
Family website at the link provided below. 
 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/lifechallenges/
relationship-challenges/conflict-resolution/tips-and-tools-
for-healthy-conflict-resolution 
 
 
 
 
 

conflict. The two groups in our competition worked 
against each other to win a prize. But our game was just a 
fun competition.  
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Make sure class members know about Titus. Share the 
following information. 

 
♦ Provide some biblical examples of the difference 
between godly sorrow and worldly sorrow. The passages  
below offer a few stories to share. You might assign a few 
class members to read these stories ahead of class and 
offer a brief summary of each. Or you may wish to 
summarize one or more of these stories by using the free 
slideshows available at the following website: http://
www.freebibleimages.org/ 
     You can search to find many other Bible stories, too.  
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Who Was Titus? 
 

Titus was one of the people who were not Jews. He 
helped Paul tell others the truth about Jesus. He 
traveled with Paul to many different places. Paul 
called Titus his coworker and partner in the gospel 
(2 Corinthians 8:23). Paul gave Titus an important 
job to do. Titus carried one of Paul’s letters to the 
church at Corinth. This letter contained many 
strong words for the Corinthian church. Paul wrote 
this letter to correct problems in the church at 
Corinth. It was hard for the Corinthians to hear 
Paul’s words. Still, many in Corinth received Titus 
warmly. 

Tips for Ending Conflict  
 

 Define the problem and stick to the 
issue.  

 Pursue purity of heart.  
 Plan a time for the discussion. 
 Affirm the relationship.  
 Listen carefully.  
 Forgive.  
 Propose a solution. 

Godly Sorrow 
 

David and Bathsheba  
(2 Samuel 11-12; 

Psalm 51) 
 

Peter Denies Jesus  
(Mark 14:66-72;  
John 21:15-19) 

 
Saul Going  

to Damascus  
(Acts 9:1-22) 

Worldly Sorrow 
 

Esau and Jacob 
(Genesis 27:1-40;  

Hebrews 12:15-17) 
 

Judas  
(Matthew 26:14-15, 

47-55; 27:3-5) 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Make copies of the case study for Connect with Life #1. 
♦ Locate a picture and information about Aristotle for Extra 
Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Begin class today by passing out a short case study to 
class members. Allow class members to discuss the case 
study in small groups. Then call on one member from each 
group to share their ideas.  
 

2. Then read the lesson introduction from today’s Study 
Guide. Emphasize that Paul faced a problem similar to the 
one in the case study. Consider Question #1 from Things 
to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Ask the class to respond to Question #2 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide. Allow time for 
responses. Then say: In today’s lesson, we will see Paul’s 
strong example of the right way to respond in the face of 
strong attacks.  
 
4. Ask a class member to read 2 Corinthians 10:1-2 for 
the class. Guide a discussion of these verses by referring 
to the Study Guide section entitled “Paul Faces Strong 
Attacks.”  Help class members to understand that trust 
and leadership are strongly connected. Write the two 
words on the board and draw a line connecting them. Say: 
When trust is high, leadership is strong. When trust is 
low, leadership is weak. Paul worked hard to keep the 
trust of the Corinthian church. These strong attacks 
against him must have been very painful. 

5. Ask another class member to read 2 Corinthians 10:3-6. 
Comment on these verses by drawing ideas from the 
Study Guide section entitled “God Provides a Strong 
Defense.”  Discuss Question #3 from Things to Think 
About with the class. Help the class to compare the things 
the world uses to fight with the things God gives to fight. 
Lead the class to brainstorm a list like the one below on 
the marker board. 

6. Read 2 Corinthians 10:7-18 for the class. Draw 
comments on these verses from the Study Guide section 
entitled “Stay Focused on God’s Work.”  
 

Encourage Application 
7. Ask class members to respond to Question # 4  from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide.     
 
8. After hearing responses, offer Paul’s strong advice for 
how to handle criticism by pointing out the memory verse 
for today’s lesson. Divide the class into two groups and 
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Lesson Focus  
When Christians face strong attacks from others, God provides 
a strong defense in the face of criticism. 
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 10:1-18 

 
Memory Verse  
“It is not what a man thinks and says of himself that is 
important. It is what God thinks of him.” (2 Corinthians 10:18) 

Case Study 
 

Imagine you have a problem at work. During a meeting, 
someone you work with criticized an important decision 
you made. This person accused you of making a bad 
mistake in front of everyone at the meeting. This person 
embarrassed you in front of all your co-workers. This 
strong attack was unfair. The person who attacked you 
did not know all the details of the decision. Sadly, other 
co-workers might lose respect for you because of these 
strong attacks. What will you do? 

TRUST                     LEADERSHIP  

Things the World  
Uses to Fight 

 

 Anger 
 Rumors 
 Yelling 
 Lies 
 Fear 
 Tricks 
  

Things God  
Gives to Fight 

 

 Truth 
 Love 
 Faith 
 Power from God 
 Prayer 



From these verses, help class members to list the things 
God gives Christians to fight spiritual battles. 
 
♦ Read 2 Corinthians 10:7-18 as a dramatic monologue. 
Use emotion and feeling when you read. Remind class 
members that this was a personal letter full of Paul’s deep 
care and affection for the Corinthian church. 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask class members to share any good advice that has 
been given to them about how to handle criticism. After 
hearing from members, offer some of the following 
thoughts about criticism.  

lead them to practice saying the memory verse aloud. 
After a few rounds, have the groups switch parts. 

 
9. Close class today in prayer, thanking God for Paul’s 
strong example. 
  

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Share a picture of 
Aristotle with class 
members and a brief 
bit of information 
about him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ In discussing Question #3 from Things to Think About 
in the Study Guide, be sure to point out  Ephesians 6:13-
18.  
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Thoughts About Criticism 
 

“Any fool can criticize, condemn, and complain but 
it takes character and self-control to be 
understanding and forgiving.” 

—Dale Carnegie 
“You can’t let praise or criticism get to you. It’s a 
weakness to get caught up in either one.” 

—John Wooden  
“He has a right to criticize, who has a heart to help.” 

—Abraham Lincoln  
“Any fool can criticize, condemn and complain and 
most fools do.” 

—Benjamin Franklin  
“When men speak ill of thee, live so as nobody may 
believe them.” 

—Plato  
“If you have no will to change it, you have no right 
to criticize it.”  

—Mark Twain  
“You have enemies? Good. That means you've stood 
up for something sometime in your life.”  

—Winston Churchill  
“Criticism is an indirect form of self-boasting.”  

—Emmet Fox 

2 Corinthians 10:18 
 

Group #1 
It is not what a man thinks and says of himself that 
is important.  
 

Group #2 
It is what God thinks of him. 
 

Aristotle 
 

Aristotle lived in Greece from 384-322 BC. He was 
a philosopher and scientist. When he was a young 
boy of 10, his father died. At age 17 or 18, he 
became a student of Plato, the famous teacher. He 
lived in Athens until the age of 37. He wrote about 
physics, biology, poetry, and politics. Later, he 
became the official teacher of Alexander the Great.  
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Spiritual Weapons 
 

 Belt of truth (v. 14) 
 Chest piece of being right with God (v. 14) 
 Good News of peace (v. 15) 

 Covering of faith in front of you (v. 16) 
 Head covering of being saved from sin (v. 17) 
 Sword of the Spirit, which is God’s Word (v. 17) 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Prepare Who Am I? exercise for Connect with Life #1. 
♦ Gather blank index cards for Encourage Application #8. 
♦  Locate the  appropriate hymn and lyrics for Encourage 
Application #9. 
♦ Locate the video for Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with 
Life if you plan to show it. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. At the beginning of class today, pass out the following 
exercise. Allow class members to work together in groups 
to help find  the answers to these questions.  

2. Say: All the people we just talked about had different 
kinds of challenges in life. Each one had a great weakness 
that made them different from most people. Still, each 
person showed great strength in how they lived. In 
today’s lesson, we will learn that Paul faced a great 
weakness in his own life. And we will learn how God’s 
loving-favor helped Paul in his weakness. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Read or summarize the introduction from today’s 
lesson in the Study Guide. Make sure that class members 
understand the events surrounding Paul’s words. Read  
2 Corinthians 12:1-6 out loud for the class. Stress that 
people in Corinth were questioning Paul’s authority.  
Guide the class to discuss Question #1 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
4. Ask one or two volunteers to read 2 Corinthians 12:1-6. 
Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Paul Has a Special Dream.” Be sure class members 
understand that Paul is talking about himself in these 
verses. Emphasize the reason he refers to himself as “a 
man who belongs to Christ.” 
 Then ask class members to help you identify words 
and phrases describing Paul in theses verses. Record their 
responses on the marker board. Ask: What can you learn 
about Paul from his words? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 for the class. Instruct half 
the class to listen for the word weak. Instruct the other 
half of the class to listen for the word joy. When you are 
done reading these verses, ask: How can these two words 
be connected? Write the answer on the marker board. 

 
6. Comment on these verses by sharing ideas from the 
Study Guide section entitled “Paul Has Trouble in His 
Body.” Then discuss Questions #2 –5 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide. 
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Lesson Focus  
Christians have God’s power and His loving-favor to meet all 
their needs, even in times of trouble. 
 
Bible Text   
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 
Memory Verse  
“He answered me, ‘I am all you need. I give you My loving-
favor. My power works best in weak people.’ I am happy to be 
weak and have troubles so I can have Christ’s power in me.”  
(2 Corinthians 12:9) 

Who Am I? 
 

Match the name of each famous person to the challenge 
each faced in life. 
 
Helen Keller (teacher/author)          A. Deaf 

Joni Earekson Tada (painter/author)    B. Lost one arm 

Ludwig van Beethoven (composer)     C. Blind 

Bethany Hamilton (surfer)          D. Paralyzed 

John Nash (mathematician)          E. Mental illness 

Stevie Wonder (singer)           F. Deaf and blind 

2 Corinthians 12:1-6 
 

 Saw a special dream (v. 1) 
 Belong to Christ (v. 2) 
 Taken up to highest heaven (v. 2) 
 Was taken up (v. 3) 
 Heard things that cannot be told with words (v. 4) 
 Not allowed to tell (v. 4) 
 Not proud about myself (v. 5) 
 Weak (v. 5) 
 Not a fool (v. 6) 
 Want no one to think better of me (v. 6) 

G o d’ s  L o v i n g - F a v o r 



 

Encourage Application 
♦ In discussing 2 Corinthians 2:7-10, point out that Paul 
understands that God does not want him to be proud. Share 
some of the following verses about pride with class 
members. 
 

 

Encourage Application 
7. Pass out an index card to each class member. Ask class 
members to write down one challenge in life that is 
making them feel weak right now.  
 
8. Next, ask the class to repeat this week’s Memory Verse 
with you. After saying it once or twice, ask class members 
to look at their index card again. Instruct class members to  
flip their index card to the other side. Then instruct them 
to write down the memory verse on the back of the card.  
 
9. Close class today by singing or playing a suitable hymn, 
such as Dennis Jernigan’s “All in All.” Offer the song as a 
prayer to God. Provide the lyrics for class members or use 
a video like the one found at the link below: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=zC617kE1maU&list=RDzC617kE1maU&t=36 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ After reading the lesson introduction, share more about 
the way Paul became a Christian. Read or summarize Acts 
9 to relate these events to the class. You may wish to share 
the free slideshow from the link below to tell the story.  
 

http://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/paul-
conversion/ 

 

Guide the Study 
♦ In discussing 2 Corinthians 12:1-6, explain that Paul is 
talking about himself in the third person. Further explain 
that he is doing this because he is not comfortable 
boasting about himself. Use a chart like the one here to 
help class members understand the difference between 
common first, second, and third person pronouns. 
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First Person 
 
I 

Me 
My 

Mine 

Second Person 
 

You 
Yours 

 
 

Third Person 
 

He, She 
Him, Her 
His, Hers 

 

Love does not give up. Love is kind. Love is not 
jealous. Love does not put itself up as being important. 
Love has no pride.  

—1 Corinthians 13:4 
 
But He gives us more loving-favor. For the Holy 
Writings say, “God works against the proud but gives 
loving-favor to those who have no pride.”  

—James 4:6 
 
The Lord says, “Let not a wise man speak with pride 
about his wisdom. Let not the strong man speak with 
pride about his strength. And let not a rich man speak 
with pride about his riches.  

—Jeremiah 9:23 
 
 The fear of the Lord is to hate what is sinful. I hate 
pride, self-love, the way of sin, and lies.  

—Proverbs 8:13 
 
Pride comes before being destroyed and a proud spirit 
comes before a fall.  

—Proverbs 16:18 
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