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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Introduction for Teachers 

Welcome! 
 The purpose of this Teaching Guide is to provide 
teachers with a plan for teaching a quality Bible lesson 
while helping participants improve their English language 
skills. Use of this material is suggested for International 
Sunday School classes or any Bible study group taught at a 
Basic English level. 
 The Teaching Guide begins with listings of the 
Lesson Focus, Focal/Background Text, and Memory Verse, 
all of which provide the premise for the lesson. This 
information is followed by a teaching plan under headings 
of Prior Preparation, Connect with Life, Guide the Study, 
and Encourage Application. At the end of each lesson, Extra 
Teaching Ideas are provided under those same headings. As 
the teacher, you may pick and choose from these helps to 
use along with the student’s Study Guide to fit the lesson to 
your class members’ abilities and needs. 
  

Pray and prepare 
 Prayer is key to every teacher’s preparation, as well as 
an integral part of every teaching experience. We include a 
time of prayer in every lesson plan, but you can rearrange 
the plan to place the prayer time at a segment that is most 
conducive to your class experience. Use your own judgment 
as to where it best fits into your teaching session. 
 

Online Resources and Study Helps 
 At Bible Stories for Use with ESL Students, you 
will find free materials, including picture sequence pages 
for both Old and New Testaments. Go to: http://
pages.suddenlink.net/eslbiblestories/index.htm  The 
picture pages cover all important Bible passages and are 
copyright-free, so you can make handouts and posters for 
your students.  
 EasyEnglish is a form of simple English developed by 
Wycliffe Associates (UK). Their website: 
www.easyenglish.info contains Bible commentaries, Bible 
translations, Bible studies, and other materials written in 
simple English. They are free for download and use.  
 At BaptistWay Press, you will find additional adult 
Bible study helps. Go to BaptistWayPress.org and click 
Teacher Helps > Teaching Resource Items. While these 
are not specifically coordinated to the Simplified English 
Teaching Guide, they do coordinate with the theme/Bible 
passage for each unit. 
 The Baptist Standard online edition provides 
additional commentary on current lessons at 
www.baptiststandard.com > Resources > Bible Study (or 
www.baptiststandard.com/resources/bible-study).  
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Which Bible translation is used with these lessons? 
     The Bible text printed in this curriculum uses the New Life Version (NLV), a translation (not a paraphrase) which 
uses only an 850-word vocabulary.  
     The NLV is accessed free online at: www. biblegateway.com and www.studylight.org, so it is easily available to 
your students via their tablet or phone in class.  
     Bible Gateway also has a free app available for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and Kindle Fire. 
     To order a hard copy of the NLV, go to barbourbooks.com (search for “New Life”).  
  

Why use the NLV?  
     The NLV Bible often uses simplified phrases to express terms generally familiar to anyone raised in a Christian 
environment. In the Teaching Guide, these terms will usually be expressed using the NLV terminology, followed by the 
more common term in parentheses; for example, “proud religious lawkeeper (Pharisee)” or “early preacher (prophet).”  
The teacher has the option of using the NLV term for new Christians or beginning students or the common term where it 
will be better understood and less cumbersome in teaching. Once a word or phrase has been introduced in the Word List 
or teaching procedures, the familiar expression may be used to help students add it to their vocabulary. 
     This unique translation is gender-correct (same as the King James Version). All pronouns referring to God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit are capitalized. Short sentences are used with the subject usually preceding the predicate. No contractions 
are used. Many paragraphs are preceded with captions which summarize the content. There are no footnotes. Most Old 
Testament quotations in the New Testament are followed by the reference. Most words are limited to one meaning, an 
important feature for new readers and people learning English as a second language. 

http://www.easyenglish.info
http://baptistwaypress.org
http://www.baptiststandard.com
http://www.baptiststandard.com/resources/bible-study
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1 Samuel: The Actions of a King 
Suggestions for Teaching 

General Suggestions  
1. Provide language edition Bibles so students can read 
the focal passage in their native languages.  
2. Beginning students may require three sessions to 
complete one lesson. 
3. Review the Word List before beginning the study. 
Provide Study Guide pages for class to keep 
vocabulary studies in their notebooks. 
4. Prepare 9-12 core sentences which tell the most 
important part of the Bible focal text. Illustrate each 
sentence with stick figures and symbols in picture 
sequence form (see details below). 
5. Prepare lesson outlines or written materials before 
class—make your own cling sheets by cutting apart 
white plastic garbage bags and writing on them with 
markers. The plastic bags will cling to the wall. 
 
 
Bible Comments/Focal Text 
1. Help students hear English and practice their 
pronunciation by modeling phrases and sentence. 
Allow the entire class to repeat. Be consistent with 
stress and intonation. Speak naturally. 
2. Allow individual students to read a sentence or 
paragraph at a time. For further practice, ask students 
to tell sections from Bible comments in their own 
words. 
3. When time allows, pairs may read the lesson again 
to each other. 
4. Class may close books and listen as a native speaker 
reads the section again. 
5. Discuss lesson using “Things to Think About.” 
 
 
Memory Verse 
1. Challenge class members to say the Memory Verse 
several times each day.  
2. Provide blank paper for students to write Memory 
Verses.  
3. Write phrases or individual words on separate pieces 
of paper. Give to students to place in order. 
4. Write entire verse on board. Read in unison. Erase 
key words a few at a time. Recite until entire verse is 
erased and class can repeat by memory. 
5. Make a symbol for each word or phrase of the verse.  
6. Use the symbols as a reminder for saying the verse. 

Picture Sequencing (Lipson Method) 
This method is especially suited for teaching 
beginners. It consists of a series of pictures with 
accompanying sentences that tell a story. It may be 
used solely for oral production (using pictures alone) 
or for integrated skills (engaging students in reading 
and writing the story).  
 You may use real pictures, videotape, pictures that 
are professionally drawn, or stick figures. 
 Other benefits include the following: 
1. Relaxed, low-anxiety atmosphere as students focus 
on the pictures and create their own sentences to tell 
the story 
 Focus on fluency, not just accuracy 
 Focus on a message or task rather than form or  
  grammar 
 Minimal error-correction as students tell the story  
2. Pictures (even stick figures) convey meaning in 
every language. 
3. The same set of pictures can be used with more 
than one level of students by making the sentences 
easier or more difficult.  
4. The use of pictures helps students learn the 
language in “chunks” rather than words in isolation. 
5. The only item needed is a piece of chalk—or a 
marker, if using a cling sheet or overhead 
transparency. 
 Picture Sequence pages for both Old/New 
Testaments are available free at Bible Studies for Use 
with ESL Students: http://pages.suddenlink.net/

eslbiblestories/index.htm  The picture pages cover all 
important Bible passages and are copyright-free, so 
you can make handouts and posters for your students. 
 
 
Preparation 
1. Put a story into sentences that are suitable for the 
level of your students. Try to tell the story with a 
maximum of ten sentences. For low beginners, 
choose the simplest and fewest words possible. Keep 
sentences in their most basic form, so students can 
combine sentences later. 
2. Draw simple pictures or stick figures to illustrate 
key points in the story. These serve as prompts for the 
telling of the story. Other drawing tips: 
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  An “x” in a small square beside a picture enables 
you to cue for a negative as you tell the story. 
  Direct quotations may be indicated with a  
cartoon-type bubble. 
 
 
Procedure 
1. Introduce the story by following your prepared 
script of sentences (for consistency) and pointing to 
the pictures as you speak. This will give students the 
main idea and help them think in chunks of language 
(as in real-life language use). 
2. Introduce the new words as you again reference 
the pictures. Use props and/or dramatization as 
needed to establish understanding. Work on 
individual sounds and word stress as students repeat 
new words. 
3. Lead students in repetition of the story, one 
sentence at a time, working on sentence stress and 
intonation. 
4. Lead the class in one more repetition of the story 
(going straight through and continuing to refer to the 
pictures throughout the story). 
5. Ask the class to tell you the story as you cue the 
story sequence by pointing to the pictures. (You 
become “stage prompter” at this point.) 
6. Then ask for a single volunteer to tell the story. 
(This may open the door for several more proficient 
students to use what they know.) 
7. Divide the class into small groups of 3-5 students 
to give each person practice in telling the story. 
(Inevitably, the most eager student will go first, 
followed by another “semi”-eager student. By the 
time it is the least proficient student’s turn, he/she 
will have learned a lot by listening, will have 
observed a good model at least a couple of times, and 
will have bolstered courage for risk-taking.) 
8. Follow with questions to review story (begin by 
naming the setting, the characters, etc.—easy 
questions). 
9. Conclude with life application questions that 
require some thought and give students opportunity 
to express opinion, emotion, and their own ideas. 
 
 
Lesson Expansion 
If the setting and circumstances permit, use these 
ideas:  
—Sequencing pictures (a set for each pair of 
students) while listening to you or to a taped voice 
tell the story 
—Picture sequencing without hearing the story told 
—Matching pictures and sentences 

—Scrambled sentences to arrange in order (writing 
numbers or letters in front of sentences to show 
sequence; cutting up sentences and moving around to 
position correct order) 
—Strip story (cutting up sentences, issuing one strip 
per student, asking students to arrange themselves in 
order, having them retell the story by contributing the 
portion on their paper strip) 
—Cloze (supplying a written copy with every nth 
word blank; students work in pairs to fill in the 
missing words) 
—Dictation (teacher or student telling the story while 
students write what they hear) 
—Provide a copy of the sentences for each student. 
Ask that they read the story to a partner. 
—Ask students to write the story in their own words. 
 
 
Bible passage as content for reading 
Procedure 
1. Tell the parable or story using pictures. Use 
animation and simple sentences. 
2. Ask questions about the main idea of the story. 
3. Read story aloud while students follow along and 
underline unknown words. Go over the meaning of 
these words with the whole class. 
4. Intermediate or advanced students: Have students 
read silently a second time to look for answers to two 
or three questions about details that you have written 
on the board. Ask students to discuss their answers 
with a partner. Then go over answers with the whole 
class. 
5. Beginning or low-intermediate students: Read 
story again and ask students to repeat it with you line 
by line. 
6. Invite the class to read the story with you in 
unison. 
7. Ask pairs to read the story to each other. 
8. Ask for volunteers to tell the story in their own 
words. 
9. Make drawings large enough for the back row to 
see. 
10. Select a list of new words in the story—
unfamiliar words that the students would not likely 
be able to figure out from context (generally 8-10 
new words per lesson). 
11. List the new words in categories: verbs, nouns, 
adjectives, adverbs. When listing verbs, you may 
write both simple present and past tense forms (e.g., 
eat/ate, walk/walked). Basic beginners would do well 
to tell the story in present tense, but high beginners 
could work in present tense, then retell the story in 
past tense. 



each other questions in order to fill in their gaps of 
understanding 
8. Other useful activities: surveys, interviews, role-
play, problem-solving, and interactive games 
9. Review previous material. 
___________________________ 
Some suggestions based on material developed for 
the EFL Training Manual—Beyond our Borders. 

Meet this Unit’s Writers 
 

Jennifer Carson wrote lessons 1-4 and the Easter 
lesson. She and her family attend First Baptist 
Church, Arlington, Texas. Jennifer is a homeschool 
mom and a former English teacher.  
 
Phyllis Merritt wrote lessons 5-7. Phyllis has taught 
ESL since 1970 in the U.S. and has taught English in 
China for 16 summers. She and her husband are 
active at Columbus Avenue Baptist Church in Waco. 
 
Lester Meriwether joined the Simplified English 
team this unit by writing lesson 8. Lester has been 
executive director of Literacy Connexus since 2004. 
He and his wife are members of Broadway Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth. 
 
Mark Ernst wrote lessons 9-10 to this unit. Mark 
pastored churches in Pennsylvania and Illinois and 
has taught Bible studies for 35 years. He and his 
wife attend Hunters Glen Baptist Church in Plano. 
 
Judy Hughes contributed lessons 11-13. Judy has 
taught English to internationals in the U.S. and 
abroad for many years. She and her husband, a 
retired pastor, attend First Baptist Church, Belton. 
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Checklist for Successful Classrooms 
Right Kind of Input 
1. New language in every lesson 
2. Input that is slightly above the students' current 
level of proficiency 
3. Content relevant to the students' real-life needs and 
interests 
4. Language learned in meaningful chunks, not 
words in isolation 
5. Comprehensibility achieved by use of the 
following: 
 —Realia or authentic materials 
 —Simplified language (rephrasing, repeating, 
clear enunciation) 
 —Demonstration and multiple examples rather 
than explanation 
 —Lots of gestures and nonverbal language 
 
 
Low Anxiety Environment 
Students should not be afraid to make mistakes or 
take risks in language learning. The following factors 
contribute to a relaxed and comfortable atmosphere 
and build a sense of community: 
—Personally greeting and bidding farewell to 
students 
—Sincere and frequent affirmation 
—Minimal error correction from the teacher 
—Frequent reference to the culture(s) of the students 
—Smiles and laughter that are commonplace 
—Connecting with students through eye contact and 
positioning yourself on students’ eye level 
—Calling students by name 
 
 
Checklist for Real-Life Interaction 
1. Pace activities with a balance of noisy/quiet and 
still/active 
2. Attention to different learning styles (visual, 
auditory, tactile, kinesthetic) 
3. Variety in grouping (predominately pairs and 
small groups of three or five; using whole class in 
initial presentation and again for feedback and wrap-
up at the end) 
4. A focus on a task or message rather than form 
(grammar) 
5. Provision for all four skills (listening, speaking, 
reading, writing) 
6. Avoidance of questions for which answers are 
known 
7. Use of information gap activity in which partners 
have different pieces of information and must ask 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, download or locate a driver’s 
license manual. 
♦ For Guide the Study #2, locate a map of Shiloh and 
Ramah. 
♦ For Encourage Application #9, provide hymnals or lyrics 
for singing the hymn Trust and Obey. 
♦ Under Extra Teaching Ideas /Connect with Life, locate a 
picture of the Autobahn.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Show a driver’s license manual to class members like the 
kind used to study for the driver’s license exam. You can 
download one here: 
 

https://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-7.pdf 
 

 Pass around a copy and class members if they are 
familiar with traffic laws. Then ask class members to 
consider these questions from the introduction to today’s 
lesson: 
 —What if there were no traffic lights? 
 —What if there were no road signs? 
 —What if lanes were not clearly marked on the road? 
 —What if there were no speed limits? 
  
2. Read or summarize the lesson introduction for today’s 
lesson in order to set the background for this new unit. 

Emphasize the idea that this was a very bad time in Israel. 
Draw attention to Judges 21:23 and explain the meaning 
of this verse to class members.  
 

Guide the Study 
3. Ask one or two class members to read 1 Samuel 1:1-8 
for the class. Discuss these verses by drawing comments 
from the Study Guide section entitled “A Wife’s Pain.” 
Use a map like the one below to help students better 
understand the events and locations in these verses. 

 
4. Guide class members to discuss Question #1 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
5. Read 1 Samuel 1:9-18 for class members. Comment by 
drawing from the Study Guide section entitled “A Plea for 
Help.”  
 Then, guide class members to discuss Questions #2 
from Things to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
6. Draw attention to Eli in verses 12-17. Help the class to 
consider Eli’s actions. Note that Eli was quick to judge 
Hannah’s behavior. Then point out that Eli eventually did 
something very simple. Say: Eli listened to Hannah’s 
trouble and offered her a blessing. This is a strong 
example of how to minister to someone who is hurting. 
Christians should not underestimate the power of 
listening and praying. Eli’s simple actions brought a 
blessing of great peace to Hannah that day. 
 
7. Read aloud 1 Samuel 1:19-28 for the class. Point out 
Hannah’s vow to the Lord and explain that this was a 
special promise she made for her son to serve the Lord in 
a special way as a priest like Eli.  
 Also note that Hannah left Shiloh with peace in heart. 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

1 Samuel: 
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Lesson 1:  
A Bold Prayer 
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Lesson Focus  
Hannah prayed a bold  prayer and kept her promise to God. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 1:1-28 

 
Memory Verse  
“I prayed for this boy, and the Lord has given me what I asked 
of Him.” (1 Samuel 1:28) 

There was no king in Israel in those days. 
Each man did what he thought was right. 
 

Judges 21:25 

http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/samuel-born/ 



your class who hear Hannah’s story through the lens of 
their own struggle with infertility. Offer class members 
some tips on helping someone who is facing the same kind 
of pain Hannah faced. A chart is provided below of simple 
do’s and don’ts. A suggested resource on this topic is 
Infertility: A Survival Guide for Couples and Those Who 
Love Them by Cindy Lewis Dake. It is available at the 
website listed here: 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Infertility-Survival-Guide-
Couples-Those/dp/1563097303 

 
Encourage Application 
♦ In summarizing today’s lesson, point out that God’s work 
in the world begins with individuals. Be sure to point out 
this word on the Word List. Help students understand this 
concept by placing the following points on the marker 
board. 

Say: The peace in Hannah’s heart did not come because 
she knew God would give her a child. In fact, Eli made no 
promises to Hannah. And Hannah would wait several 
months before she knew that God was giving her a child. 
Even so, Hannah found peace. She continued to worship 
God while she waited for Him to answer her prayer. 
Sometimes, waiting itself is an act of worship that shows 
we trust God with our deepest desires. 
 
8. Then, consider Questions #3 and #4 from Things to 
Think About. Guide the discussion with ideas from the 
Study Guide section entitled “An Answered Prayer.”  
 

Encourage Application 
9. Remind class members of Hannah’s example in trusting 
God in the middle of her pain. Then, lead the class in 
singing the hymn Trust and Obey.  
 
10. Close the lesson by giving class members an 
opportunity to follow Eli’s example. Invite class members 
to share any situation that might be troubling them. Ask 
the class to listen carefully to each member. Then speak a 
prayer of blessing over any member who shares with the 
class. End this time with a prayer of dedication, asking 
God to help each person seek God when they face painful 
times and thanking God for the example of faithfulness 
Hannah provides. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Ask students about any experiences they have driving in 
other countries. Ask them to tell about traffic laws in other 
countries compared to traffic laws in the United States.   
     Allow time for responses, and share your own if you 
have traveled internationally. Then show a picture of 
Germany’s famous Autobahn highway system. Explain 
that there is no general speed limit on these roads, so 
people can drive as fast as they like. Ask students how 
they would feel about driving on the Autobahn. Then read 
or summarize the introduction from today’s lesson in the 
Study Guide. 

  

Guide the Study 
♦  Be aware that there may be some women and men in 
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/M%C3%
BChlkreis_Autobahn_Ende.jpg 

Before there was a king in Israel… 
 …there was a leader named Samuel. 
 
Before there was a leader named Samuel… 
 ...there was a faithful woman named Hannah. 

How to Help 
when someone you know struggles with infertility 

 

Listen, truly listen, with love and kindness. Offer to pray 
that God would bring them the desires of their heart soon 
(Proverbs 3:5-6). 
 
Laughter is not the best medicine. It is very painful for 
infertile couples to hear jokes about how hard it is to be a 
parent, how tiring it is, or “you are lucky to have all that 
time to yourself.” While they may smile at the joke, their 
hearts are very sad. 
 
“Have you tried…?” Do not offer advice unless you have 
faced infertility yourself for more than three years and 
endured medical procedures to try to fix it. 
 
For most couples dealing with infertility, attending baby 
showers, baby dedications, and children’s birthday parties 
is heartbreaking and painful. Respect their need to avoid 
these gatherings for a while. 
 
Here is the best thing you can say: “This must be so hard. 
I’m so sorry you are going through this. Please know that I 
love you and will be praying.”  



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, bring several invitations to 
class today. 
♦ Under Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, recruit a 
volunteer before class and bring a blindfold to class today. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, create 
“scripts” and bring props to class today. Refer to slides 1-6 
at this link on FreeBibleImages.org:  
http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/samuel-listens/ 
Determine if/how you will display the images from this 
section on Samuel. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Bring a variety of invitations to class with you today. 
Try to include a wedding invitation, party invitation, and a 
graduation invitation. Pass these around for class members 
to examine. Read or summarize the introduction from 
today’s lesson in the Study Guide. Then, say: 
 Receiving an invitation is very exciting! Everyone likes 
to be invited to special events. God also has an invitation 
for every person. He invites every person to be a Christian. 
And He invites every Christian to serve Him in a special 
way. In today’s lesson, we will learn how God gave a 
special invitation to the boy, Samuel. 
 
 

Guide the Study 
2. Ask a class member to read 1 
Samuel 3:1-3. Instruct class 
members to listen for any words 
that relate to a person’s sense of 
sight. Guide the class to identify 
these words on the markerboard. 
Then call attention to the name 
of the Study Guide section 
entitled “Eyes to See.”  
 Emphasize that the description in these verses refers 
to a kind of spiritual blindness. Help class members to 
recall Judges 21:25 from Lesson 1. Remind class 
members how, in Samuel’s time, God’s people were not 
living in a way that pleased God. Say: The hearts of 
people were filled with darkness and evil during Samuel’s 
time. 
 
3. Ask another class 
member to read 1 Samuel 
3:4-10 for the class. Instruct 
class members to listen for 
words that relate to a 
person’s sense of hearing. 
Guide the class to identify 
these words on the 
markerboard. Then call 
attention to the name of the 
Study Guide section entitled “Ears to Hear.” 
  Lead  discussion of these verses by drawing 
comments from the Study Guide. Direct the class to 
consider Question #1 from Things to Think About. 
 
4. Read 1 Samuel 3:11-14 for the class. Instruct class 
members to underline the words God said to Samuel.  
 Ask: 
 —How will God’s people feel when they hear His 
 message? 
 —Whose family is God sending a message to? 
 —What is the reason for God’s punishment? 
 —How do you think Samuel felt when He heard God’s 
 message? 
 Discuss class members’ responses to these questions 
by drawing on the Study Guide section entitled “Words to 
Speak.”  
 
5. Say: God invited Samuel to do a special job. God asked 
Samuel to speak His words. It was a great honor and 
responsibility to speak God’s words.  
 Then, guide the class to discuss Question #2 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
6. Ask another class member to read 1 Samuel 3:15-21. 
Help the class to understand these verses by summarizing 
the Study Guide section entitled “A Heart to Obey.” 
 
7. Ask class members to discuss Question #4 from Things 
to Think About in the Study Guide.  
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Lesson Focus  
Samuel recognized and faithfully obeyed God’s voice in his life. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 3:1-21 
 
Memory Verse  
“And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for Your servant is listening.’”  
(1 Samuel 3:10b) 

Eyes to See (3:1-3) 
 

• dreams (v.1) 
• eyes (v. 2) 
• see (v. 2) 
• lamp (v. 3) 

Ears to Hear (3:4-10) 
 

• Called (vv. 4-6, 8-10) 
• Said (vv. 4-6, 8-10 
• Word (v. 7) 
• Speak (vv. 9-10) 
• Listening (vv. 9-10) 



class members by their voices? 
—Was it easier to identify some voices as compared to 
others? 
—What made it easy or what made it difficult?  
 
     Say: Today we will talk about hearing God’s voice. God 
called the young Samuel’s name. And Samuel heard God’s 
voice. God speaks to everyone who will listen. It is 
important that we learn to hear God’s voice clearly in our 
lives.  
 

Guide the Study 
♦  Invite class members to act out 1 Samuel 3:1-10. Ask 
one member to read the words of Eli. Ask another member 
to read the words of Samuel. Ask another member to read 
the words of the Lord. Act as a narrator by reading all the 
other words in these verses for the class. Provide “scripts” 
for your volunteers by highlighting copies of the Bible text 
for each of them. Consider providing a few simple props, 
too. These might include, glasses for Eli, a lamp or candle, 
and a mat or rug. Guide your volunteers to act out the 
events as you read your part to the class. 
 
♦  In discussing 1 Samuel 3:1-14, call attention to v. 13. 

      Help class members understand the background to this 
verse by summarizing 1 Samuel 2:12-17 and 22-25. 
Consider using the slideshow found at the link below to 
help you summarize. Slides 1-6 will be especially helpful in 
doing this. Download these six slides from: http://
freebibleimages.org/illustrations/samuel-listens/ 

Encourage Application 
♦ Ask class members to consider Question #3 from Things 
to Think About. Close the class in prayer thanking God for 
Samuel’s example and asking God to help class members 
be more like him. 

8. After hearing their responses, call attention to the word 
obedience from the Study Guide Word List. Make sure 
class members understand this word. Then say: Answering 
the call to serve God is seldom easy. It requires us to obey 
even when we are afraid. It requires us to give up our easy 
way of living. It requires us to risk making others angry. 
But God rewards those who answer His call. This was true 
for Samuel. He grew into a strong leader. God was with 
Samuel. The same thing is true for us when we do what 
God invites us to do. When we obey His call, God is with 
us and makes Himself known to us. Those are the 
blessings of obedience. 
 

Encourage Application 
9. Read the Study Guide section entitled “Things to 
Remember” for the class. 
Ask the class to consider 
Question #5 from Things to 
Think About in the Study 
Guide. Record their 
responses on the marker 
board. See the list provided 
for possible answers to this 
question. 
 
10. Guide the class to 
practice this week’s Memory 
Verse aloud. Remind class 
members how Samuel was 
ready to hear God’s voice. 
 
11. As class ends, ask class 
members to look at their list 
of responses to Question #5. Ask them to decide on one 
thing they can do this week in order to make their life less 
busy and less noisy. Then close class in prayer that each 
class member will make space in his or her life for God to 
speak. Pray that God will speak to each class member 
this week and that each class member will follow 
Samuel’s example by being ready to listen and willing 
to obey. 
 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Recruit a volunteer before class today to help you 
with the opening activity. At the beginning of class, 
ask your volunteer to come forward. Use a bandana or 
something similar to blindfold your volunteer. Ask 
him to turn his back to the class. Then, instruct 
different class members to call his name. See if your 
volunteer can identify who is calling him just by using 
his sense of hearing. Make this activity light-hearted and 
have fun with it. 
     When you have done this a few times, take the 
blindfold off your volunteer and thank him for his help. 
Then ask him a few questions: 
—Was it easier or harder than you thought to identify 
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What makes your life 
too busy and too noisy 
to hear God’s voice 
clearly? 
 
• Working 
• Studying 
• Television/Movies 
• Social Media 
• Internet 
• Friends 
• Hobbies 
• Gossip 
• Volunteering 

I have told him that I will punish his family forever 
for the sin he knew about. Because his sons 
brought the sin upon themselves, and Eli did not 
stop them.  

—1 Samuel 3:13 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For the opening activity, locate pictures and the video. 
♦ For Guide the Study #6, find a map of ancient Israel. 
♦ For Encourage Application #9, prepare bookmarks. 
♦ If you plan to use any of the Extra Teaching Ideas, gather 
some newspapers, locate the slideshow, or purchase small 
notebooks for class members. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Call attention to the unit title. Then write this important 
word on the marker board: 
 
 
  

 Explain that this word means to make something new 
again. Recall that God’s people were living in very sinful 
ways. Say: Their relationship with God was broken and 
destroyed. Their faith was weak and damaged. They needed 
to make it new again. 
 
2. To help illustrate the meaning of the word, share some 
before and after photos like the ones here that show old 
classic cars being restored. In addition, you might like to 
show a short video of this process like the one that can be 

found on the YouTube address listed here: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjYeOGmgjvU 
 

 Help class members to see how old, broken things can 
be made new again. Help them to connect this word with 
the idea that Israel needed to make their relationship with 
God new again. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Read or summarize the introduction from today’s 
lesson in the Study Guide. Guide class members to 
discuss Questions #1 and #2 from Things to Think About 
in the Study Guide.  
 
4. Ask a class member to read 1 Samuel 7:1-6. Instruct 
class members to listen carefully to v. 3. Then guide class 
members to list four  important things Samuel told God’s 
people to do. List these on the marker board.  

 Say: What does it mean to return to the Lord? It 
includes two things. First, we put away our sins. Second, 
we turn to God in worship. Both things are needed. Many 
people try to worship God without putting away their sin. 
This does not work. Many people try to stop sinning 
without turning to God. This does not work either. Even 
today, Samuel’s words are right and true. 
 
5. Draw comments from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Israel Returns to God” and then consider Question #3 
from Things to Think About. 
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Lesson Focus  
Samuel led the nation of Israel to renew their relationship with 
God after a time that was full of sin. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 7:1-17 

 
Memory Verse  
“Turn your hearts to the Lord and worship Him alone. Then He 
will save you…” (1 Samuel 7:3b) 

R  E  N  E  W 

1 Samuel 7:3 
 

• Return to the Lord 
• Put away strange gods 
• Turn your hearts to the Lord 
• Worship Him alone 

Photos are courtesy of  Kevin Kay Restorations and can be found online at http://www.kevinkayrestorations.com/services/restorations 



Encourage Application 
9. Before class today, use cardstock to create a bookmark 
like the one here. After considering Question #6 from 
Things to Think About, pass one out to each class member 
and encourage them to place it in their Bible. 
 
10. Close class today in prayer that all members will follow 
Samuel’s instructions and his example by returning to the 
Lord and remembering His great works. 
  

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Bring some newspapers to class today and distribute to 
class members as they arrive to browse through. As class 
begins, ask class members to share some of the stories they 
read about. Then read aloud from the introduction to 
today’s lesson in the Study Guide. Help class members to 
see that the world today is very sinful just as it was in 
Samuel’s time.   
 

Guide the Study  
♦ Be sure to explain how the Philistines captured the special 
box of God from the Israelites. Explain that the Bible word 
for this special box is “ark.” Also be sure to explain how it 
was returned to Israel. The following free slide show may 
be useful in helping class members understand these events. 
It can be found on the website listed here: 

http://freebibleimages.org/illustrations/bh-ark-captured/ 

Encourage Application 
♦ Before class today, purchase some small notebooks at the 
local dollar store. After discussion Question #6 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide, give each class 
member a notebook. Instruct them to write Psalm 77:11 on 
the front of the notebook. Then, encourage them to use this 
notebook as a special Book of Remembrance. Suggest that 
they take time this week to begin writing down some of the 
things that God has done in their lives.  

6. Ask a class 
member to 
read  
1 Samuel 7:7-
11. Show a 
map to help 
class members 
understand the 
locations of 
the Israelites 
and the 
Philistines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Guide a discussion of these verses 7-11 by drawing 
from the Study Guide section entitled “God Saves Israel.” 
Then, discuss Questions #4 and #5 from Things to Think 
About.  
 
8. Read 1 Samuel 7:12-17 for the class. Guide discussion 
of these verses with the Study Guide section entitled 
“God’s People Remember.”  
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http://www.bible-history.com/maps/Map-of-
Territory-of-Philistines.jpg 

I will remember 
the things the 
Lord has done. 
Yes, I will 
remember the 
powerful works  
of long ago. 

—Psalm 77:11 



Prior Preparation 

♦ For Encourage Application #10, prepare copies of the 
vocabulary exercise. 
♦ Under Extra Teaching Ideas, locate the map or recruit 
volunteers to research the Scripture references if you plan 
to use either of these activities. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. As class begins today, ask class members to think about 
some common warnings that parents give to children. 
Record their responses on the markerboard. Possible 
response are listed here. 
 After making the list, ask: Why do parents give 
warnings like these to their children? 

 Allow time for responses, then read the last paragraph 
from the introduction to today’s lesson in the Study 
Guide.  
 

Guide the Study 
2. Ask a class member to read 1 Samuel 8:4-10. Discuss 
these verses by drawing from the Study Guide section 
entitled “Israel Wants a King.” Place special emphasis on 
v. 8. Say: A false god is anything we put at the center of 
our lives besides the One True God.  
 Ask: What kinds of 
gods do people worship 
today instead of 
worshiping the One True 
God? 
 Allow time for 
discussion, writing class 
responses on the marker 
board. Some suggested 
responses are mentioned 
here. 
 
3. Read 1 Samuel 8:11-22 
for class members. Instruct class members to listen 
carefully to God’s warnings in these verses. Instruct them 
to underline the actions of the king who will rule over 
them. Guide the class to identify these and list them on 
the markerboard.  
 

4. Discuss Question #1 from Things to Think About in the 
Study Guide. 
 
5. Ask a class member to read 1 Samuel 9:1-2. Instruct 
class members to listen for words that describe Saul and 
his family. List these on the marker board. 
 
7. Read 1 Samuel 
17-19, 21 for the 
class. Draw 
comments from 
the Study Guide 
section entitled 
“Saul Is Chosen.”  
 
Then guide a discussion of Question #4 from Things to 
Think About in the Study Guide. Compare the class 
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Lesson Focus  
Israel rejected God’s leadership, and God chose Saul to serve 
as the first king of Israel. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 8:4-22; 9:1-2, 17-19, 21; 10:1, 17-24 

 
Memory Verse  
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to trust others.” 
(Psalm 118:9) 

Warnings Given by Parents 
 

• Don’t talk to strangers. 
• Don’t play in the street. 
• Look both ways before you cross the street. 
• Chew your food carefully. 
• Don’t jump on the bed. 
• Don’t follow the crowd. 

Things People Worship 
 

• Money 
• Fame 
• Safety 
• Family 
• Education 
• Career 
• Pleasure 

The Dangers of a King 
 

• Take your sons away to fight his wars (v. 11) 
• Make your men plow his ground (v. 12) 
• Take your daughters away (v. 13) 
• Take the best of your fields (v. 14) 
• Take a tenth of your crops (v. 15) 
• Take your servants and animals (v. 16) 
• Take a tenth of your flocks (v. 17) 
• Make you work for him (v. 17) 

All About Saul 
 

• From tribe of Benjamin 
• Son of Kish 
• Good-looking, young 
• A head taller than other people 



11. Guide the class to practice the Memory Verse, then 
close in prayer that each class member would learn from 
Israel’s mistakes and understand the seriousness of 
rejecting God. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Read aloud the first three paragraphs from the 
introduction for today’s lesson from the Study Guide. Pause 
to ask class members to share any similar experiences they 
have had with children who did not listen to a warning. 
Allow time for class members to share, then read the final 
paragraph of the introduction. 
 

Guide the 
Study 
♦ In discussing 
the description of 
Saul, help class 
members to 
understand what 
it meant to be “a 
man of 
Benjamin” (9:1). 
Use a map like 
the one here to 
help class 
members learn 
about the 12 
Tribes of Israel. 
Refer to Genesis 
49 and Numbers 
34 to help 
explain these 
families from the 
sons of Jacob. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Tribes_of_Israel  
 
♦ When discussing Guide the Study #9, use the following 
chart as helpful scripture reference. You may wish to 
consider assigning each of these examples to a class 
member ahead of class today. Then allow each one to share 
a short summary of the events that occurred around each 
verse of scripture. 
 
 

responses to the description of Saul found in these verses. 
 
8. Read 1 Samuel 10:1, 17-24 for the class. Draw 
comments from the Study Guide section entitled “A King 
for Israel.” Then, consider Questions #2 and #3 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide. 
 
9. Point to verse 22. Ask: Saul already knew that he was 
the chosen king for Israel. Why do you think he was 
hiding? 
 Allow time for responses. Then say: There are other 
times in Scripture when men acted like Saul. Adam hid 
from God after he sinned. Jacob hid from Esau after he 
stole his brother’s inheritance. Elijah hid from Jezebel 
because he was afraid. The disciples hid in the upper 
room after Jesus died. None of these are an example of 
strength. The fact that Saul was hiding is important. It 
hints that he will probably not be a strong leader. But the 
people of Israel wanted a king, no matter what. There will 
be trouble any time we want what we want more than we 
want what God wants. 
 

Encourage Application 
10. Ask class members to review the events in today’s 
lesson by completing this vocabulary exercise using 
today’s Word List. Divide the class into small groups, 
allowing class members to work together to complete the 
exercise. When they are finished, read the exercise aloud 
to help class members summarize today’s lesson. 

(Answers: mocked, rejected, terrifying) 
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A King for Israel 
 

     God was the king of Israel, and Samuel gave 

God’s words to the people. But Samuel became 

old. His sons were not honest men. The people of 

Israel did not want Samuel or his sons to lead them. 

God’s people wanted something different. They did 

not have a king like the other nations. Without a 

king to lead them into battle, the other nations 

sometimes __________ Israel. Israel wanted to be 

like the other nations more than they wanted to 

follow God’s plan for them. So Israel __________ 

God. God warned His people about the 

__________ things their king would do. But Israel 

did not listen. So God led Samuel to choose a king 

for Israel. Saul became the king of Israel. And all 

the people cheered. 

 

ADAM GENESIS 3:8 

ELIJAH 1 KINGS 19:3 

JACOB GENESIS 27:43 

THE DISCIPLES JOHN 20:19 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Tribes_of_Israel


Prior Preparation 
♦ Make posters or PowerPoint lesson slides. An easy way 
to get copies of maps or graphs from the computer is to 
select “Print Screen,” then paste to PPT slide or document. 
Crop the unwanted parts to get desired object. Then stretch 
to fit the slide or page. 
♦ Post the Lesson title and Scripture verses. Prepare copies 
of Study Guide.  
♦ Select a song that fits the subject, such as “Trust and 
Obey.” 
♦ Locate a bugle soundtrack For example, See https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBYpcOp_esw 
♦ Reproduce the map included in this Teaching Guide or 
see http://www.generationword.com/ot_maps/
map_imgs/112_1sm13a.jpg 
  

Connect with Life 
1. Say: Think of something you have done and later you 
were sorry you did it. Give a few examples: thinking you 
did not need to buy gas for your car, spending too much 
time in the sun without sunscreen, waiting too long to see 
the dentist, or buying a car and then everything went wrong 
with it. Allow time for class to respond.  
 
2. Discuss how people feel after something like this 
happens (sad, disappointed, angry, etc.).  

3. Say: The Bible study today is about King Saul who 
made a bad choice because he was proud and did not 
trust in God. 
   

Guide the Study 
4. Read together the Memory Verse. 
 
5. Remind the class that Israel had wanted a king. God 
told Samuel to take a bottle of oil and pour it on Saul’s 
head to show Saul would be the king of Israel. (1 Samuel 
8:4-12, 22 & 10:1-12, 25). But in just two short years, 
Saul disobeys God. Say: This is the beginning of the end 
for Saul.  
 
6. Display a People and Places list and map. 
Discuss the people in this lesson and use the map to show 
the places. Practice pronunciation. Keep for future 
lessons. 

 
7. Read 1 Samuel 13:1-4. 
Select different class 
members to read the verses in 
this lesson. If helpful, model 
the verses by speaking them 
aloud first.   
  
8. Discuss why it was 
important for Saul to fight 
against the Philistines (the 
Philistines were long-time 
enemies. They had been at war against Israel for years). 
Ask: Do you think Saul had a plan for this fight, or was 
he going without a long-term plan?  
Say: Saul did not show that he was looking to God for 
help. This could be a sign of a problem with Saul.  
 Play “Trumpet Call to Arms”. Explain that "To Arms" 
is the bugle calling soldiers to come. A bugle call is still 
used today.  
 
9. Read 1 Samuel 13:5-7. Discuss the meaning of the 
word “panic.” Ask a volunteer to read the definition from 
the Study Guide Word List. Teach the idiom “hit the 
panic button” which means to overreact to a negative 
situation with a large amount of fear, alarm, or confusion.  
Ask: What caused Israel to panic? Why were people 
running and hiding instead of turning to God for help? 
How did that make Saul feel? Better, or worse?  
 
10. Read 1 Samuel 13:8-9. Discuss the problems Saul had 
and why he thought he must offer the burnt gift himself. 
Ask: Why were Saul’s actions disobedient to God? 
(Samuel spoke for God. His words were God’s words.) 
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Lesson Focus  
Danger came to King Saul. He panicked and tried to fix things 
himself instead of trusting God for help. 
 

Focal Text   
1 Samuel 13:1-14  

 

Memory Verse  
““Only fear the Lord and be faithful to worship Him with all your 
heart. Think of the great things He has done for you.”  
     (1 Samuel 12:24) 

PEOPLE: Saul - Jonathan - Philistines - Israelites - Samuel - 
God 
PLACES: Michmash - Bethel - Gibeah - Geba - Gilgal - Beth-
aven - Jordan River - Gad - Gilead - Ophrah - Shual -                   
Bethoron - Zeboim 



♦ Read and discuss the Scripture lesson. Use illustrations 
such as the following:  
 
A. “Saul Panics”  (from http:// 
childrensbiblelessons.blogspot.com/2014/07/lesson-king-
saul-panics.html) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. Picture Sequence Page Core Sentences  (from: 
Harthcock Bible Stories for Use with ESL Students http://
pages.suddenlink.net/eslbiblestories/      (Story 67/68) 

 
 
 
 
Encourage Application 
♦ Throw Your Worries Away Activity: 
 Say: Samuel was to come and make a gift to the 
Lord. But Saul panicked. He got worried and took things 
into his own hands. He didn’t follow instructions and God 
decided that it was time for someone else to be King. 
 Ask each member to write one thing that worries 
them on a piece of paper. Show how to wad up the paper 
into a ball. Ask everyone to throw their paper into a 
trashcan. See who can hit the basket from the longest 
distance.  Say: Let us pray that we would not let worry keep 
us from doing what God wants us to do.   Pray.     

11. Read verses 10-14 aloud. Ask: Why did God react so 
strongly to Saul’s actions? What words describe Saul’s 
heart during his talk with Samuel? (proud, haughty, 
desperate, etc.) 
 
12 Read 1 Samuel 13:11. Say: As soon as he had finished 
the offering, Samuel arrived and asked “What have you 
done?”  Discuss how it was clear that Saul had disobeyed. 
Compare to the time God asked Adam and Eve, “Where 
are you?” when He knew where Adam and Eve were. 
  
13. Read 1 Samuel 13:12. List the excuses Saul gave in 
verses 11-12 for why he made the burnt offering himself 
and did not wait for Samuel to return. 
A.  The people were leaving me.  
B.  You did not come when you said you would.  
C.  The Philistines were gathering at Michmash.  
D.  I said to myself, I have not asked for the Lord’s favor. 
 

Encourage Application 
14. Review the lesson with thumbs up (true), thumbs 
down (false). Say: 

15. Remind the class that Saul was the king but he did not 
show his country what it meant to have faith in God. Ask: 
How would the story have been different if Saul and all the 
people of Israel had trusted God and chosen to obey God?  
Allow time for response.  
 

16. Close by reading and discussing “Things to Think 
About.” Sing, “Trust and Obey.” Pray for the Holy 
Spirit’s help in learning to wait on God and to seek Him 
first no matter what is happening. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life                                              
♦ Demonstrate the “Mother, May I?” game from the Study 
Guide. Explain that this lesson is about a time when King 
Saul did not do what he was told to do. He did not listen 
and he did not ask God what to do.  

Guide the Study 
 ♦ Ask: Who was the only one allowed to give burnt gifts 
to God? (a man of God, Samuel)  Should Saul have made 
the burnt gift to God? (no)  What should Saul have done 
instead? (waited for Samuel to come) Why did God not 
want Saul to be king anymore? (Saul did not obey Him.) 
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1. Saul soon began to feel very proud of himself.                                      
He began to disobey God. 

2.  Samuel warned him that God was not happy with him. 
3. But Saul disobeyed God again . 
4. Samuel went to Saul with a message from God: “You have 

rejected me; now I reject you. 
5. God said, “You cannot be king any longer. I will choose 

another person to be king.” 

God wanted King Saul to obey Him [thumbs up].  
God wanted King Saul to obey him [thumbs up]. . . .   
by waiting for Samuel 8 days to make a sacrifice, [thumbs 
down . . . It was 7 days].  
King Saul obeyed  [thumbs down].  
King Saul panicked and didn’t obey God so God would not 
allow Saul to continue as king.”  [thumbs up].  

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IrqgyQw4PWA/U8dxKAjLnNI/AAAAAAAABPo/xyzMUhA3r0w/s1600/saul+panics+done.jpg


Prior Preparation 
♦ Prepare flip charts or PowerPoint slides for lesson. For 
ideas see: 
https://missionbibleclass.org/bright-ideas/visual-aids/using-
microsoft-power-point-for-presentations-and-flip-charts/ 
♦ Bring a small bag of round cookies.  
♦ Use last week’s chart and add people and places from this 
lesson. Include Amalekites, Agag. 
♦ Find a crown. Use one from a well-known burger chain 
or make your own. Place it above the word “Saul” on the 
People and Places Chart. 
♦ Prepare two gift bags, one pretty and one a crumpled 
paper sack. Place something of no value (old potato, black 
banana, dirty sock) in the nice bag and a beautiful piece of 
jewelry (or nice book marks for everyone) in the other.   
 

Connect with Life 
1. Show this picture of a 
cookie cutter that looks like a 
bite was taken out. Bring a 
few whole cookies. Show the 
good cookies and ask: Who wants one of these?  
     Hand out 3 or 4. Then take a bite of one and also show a 
whole cookie. Ask: Which one do you want? Say: We 

probably all want a whole cookie. Explain that today’s 
lesson is about a time when King Saul only gave part 
obedience to God. Ask: Does God want part obedience?  
Explain that Saul’s life looked good on the outside but  
his heart was not right with God.  
 

Guide the Study 
2. Say: Saul was chosen to be king over Israel. He began 
well. At first he was a humble man. It seemed he was 
going to be the perfect king to lead God’s people. But the 
way Saul acted in difficult times showed he did not trust in 
God as his leader. He did not obey God’s words to him.  
 
3. Ask for a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 15:1-3a. 
(Continue each reading with different members of the 
class.) Explain that the Amalekites had attacked God’s 
people when they were leaving Egypt. What they did to 
God’s people showed that they did not fear and honor 
God. God said that one day He would punish the 
Amalekites and they would be completely destroyed.                                                  
Over 400 years had passed and now God was going to do 
what He said he would do in the time of Moses.   
 
4. Ask: What did God tell Samuel to tell Saul? (Destroy 
everything). Explain that for some countries the soldiers 
were allowed to take good things from their 
enemies. They would capture the king to show how 
powerful they were in battle. This battle was going to be 
different.  
 
5. Read 1 Samuel 15:9. Say: Saul killed people and weak 
animals but did not kill Agag and the best animals. Ask 
the class to rate Saul’s actions on a scale of one to five, 
with one as absolute disobedience and five as complete 
obedience. Then rate the condition of Saul’s heart toward 
God. Discuss which was more important to God: Saul’s 
actions or the state of his heart. Say: We can see inside 
Saul’s heart when Samuel talked to him later. 
 

6. Read 1 Samuel 15:10-11. List why God was sorry he 
had made Saul king: 

       1. Saul turned away from following God. 
 2. Saul disobeyed God’s words.  

Say: The second act came from the first. Ask: What words 
describe Saul’s heart ? (proud, arrogant, conceited . . . ) 
 
7. Read 1 Samuel 15:12. Ask: How does this verse show  
Saul’s pride? (he built a stone monument to honor 
himself, not to honor God.) 

 
8. Read 1 Samuel 15:13-26. Ask class members to raise a 
hand when they hear Saul give an excuse for his actions. 
List these excuses on the board. Discuss whether Saul 
actually thought they were good excuses for his choices.  
 
9. Discuss Samuel 15:22-23. Ask: Why did Samuel say 
Saul had “turned away from the word of the Lord.?”  Ask 
class members to underline these words in their Study 
Guide. 
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Lesson Focus  
Saul did not obey God and God said he could no longer be the 
king of Israel. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 15:1-3a; 9-31; 35 
 
Memory Verse  
“Samuel said, “Is the Lord pleased as much with burnt gifts as 
He is when He is obeyed? See, it is better to obey than to give 
gifts. It is better to listen than to give the fat of rams.”  
     (1 Samuel 15:22) 



Encourage Application 
♦ Ask: When God shows you that you are guilty of sin, what 
do you do? Do you agree with God and confess and repent 
from your sin or do you make excuses? 
 
♦ Read the Memory Verse together. Say: Samuel told Saul 
that God does not want us to try to look like we are 
worshiping Him. The most important thing God is 
interested in is a heart that will obey Him. 
 
♦ Read John 1:9a: “If we tell Him our sins, He is faithful 
and we can depend on Him to forgive us of our sins. Say: 
God does not want excuses, He wants to forgive us.   
 
♦ Point out the two gift bags from the beginning of the 
lesson. Say: These are the gifts God wants: Read Psalm 
51:16-17: “The gifts on an altar that God wants are a 
broken spirit. O God, You will not hate a broken heart and 
a heart with no pride.” Read Romans 12:1: Christian 
brothers, I ask you from my heart to give your bodies to 
God because of His loving-kindness to us. Let your bodies 
be a living and holy gift given to God. He is pleased with 
this kind of gift. This is the true worship that you should 
give Him.”   
 
♦ Pray and ask God’s help to always obey and ask for His 
forgiveness for times when we need it.   

10. Take the paper crown and remove it from above Saul’s 
name on the People and Places Chart. Ask class members 
to underline “turned away from you being king.” 
 

11. Read 1Samuel 15:27-31. Discuss whether Saul’s 
words in verse 30 showed that he was really sorry for what 
had happened. Say: True repentance involves turning 
away from previous attitudes and actions. Ask: How did 
Saul’s request that Samuel honor him before the people, 
tarnish the sincerity of Saul’s confession? (Saul was more 
concerned with what his people thought than with what 
God thought.) 
 

12. Read 1 Samuel 15:35. Discuss what is missing from 
verse 35. (True repentance. Saul was filled with sorrow 
because of what Samuel said. He was not sorry for his sin 
against God.)  
 

Encourage Application  
13. Ask: Can you think of a time when it would not work 
to change a food recipe? (For example, putting in 
tablespoons of salt instead of the smaller teaspoon. It 
would ruin the food). Say: When we do not obey part of 
God’s Word, we are guilty of breaking all of it. Jesus said, 
“If you love Me, you will do what I say” (John 14:15).  
 

14. Close by asking members to read question three in the 
Study Guide and pray for hearts that obey. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Teach the idiom, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” 
Display the two gift bags, one beautiful and one old.  
Open the nicely-wrapped gift first and show what’s inside. 
Then open the brown paper bag gift. Say: Usually we 
would  choose the nicely wrapped gift because we thought 
it would have the nicer gift. What looked good on the 
outside had a bad gift inside. When God looks at us He is 
looking at what’s in our hearts, not if we look and seem 
right from the outside. 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Sing a song of sorrow for sin, such as “Search Me, O 
God.” 
 

♦ Ask class members to Read 1 Samuel 15 and discuss the 
verses using the following: 

Lesson 6 ● Page 18 

What did God tell Samuel that Saul should do? To go 
destroy Amalek – all of the people and all of the animals. 
 
Why did God want them to be totally destroyed?    
Because they were being punished for what they did to 
Israel during the time of Moses. Perhaps they would have 
led the Israelites to worship idols and fall away from God. 
 
Did Saul obey? No. They defeated the Amalekites, but  
they kept the king and the best of the animals alive. 

How did Samuel know that Saul had disobeyed? He heard 
the sheep and the cattle. 
 

Was Saul sorry for his sin and did he ask for 
forgiveness? No, he made excuses for himself. This was a 
time King Saul could have changed. He could have told God 
he was sorry and wanted to trust God to lead him as king.   
 

What excuse did Saul give? “We saved the best of the sheep 
and cattle to give as a burnt worship offering to the Lord.” 
 

What was Samuel’s answer? “It is better to obey than to give 
gifts. God has turned away from you being king.“ 
 

Have you ever made excuses when you did not 
obey?  (“Everyone else does it…,” or  He started it…,” or “My 
dog ate my paper…,” etc.). 
 

What was Saul’s next excuse? I disobeyed because I was 
afraid of the people and listened to them. 
 

Did Samuel accept this excuse? No. 
 

Have you ever done something because friends insisted 
you join them? Does that excuse you from the 
blame? No. You are still responsible for what you do. 
 

When Samuel turned to leave what did Saul do? Saul took 
hold of part of Samuel’s clothing and it tore. 
 

What did Samuel say then? “The Lord has torn the kingdom 
of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor of yours 
who is better than you.” 



Prior Preparation 
♦ Prepare a time line for the events of this study. Use a 
heavy string and clothespins with pictures showing what 
happens in the story. Or prepare a PowerPoint presentation. 
♦ Add the names of David and his family to the list of 
People and Places poster from the past 2 lessons. Include 
Jesse and his named sons: (Eliab, Abindab, Shammah) and 
then add “Other Sons,” and David. 
♦ Bring a small jar with oil and a towel.  
♦ Locate a geode rock or a picture of one and a piece of 
fool’s gold or rock painted gold. 
♦ Prepare a puppet with burlap on one side and purple 
velvet on the other. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Ask: How are Saul and David like Fool’s Gold and 
geodes? Show a geode and a piece of Fool’s Gold (or a 
rock painted gold). Explain that in this lesson we will see 
how David was like a geode, you could not see the best that 
was inside.  
 

 
 
 
 

Say: God saw his heart was pure. Saul was like Fool’s 
Gold. He looked good from the outside, but his heart was 
not right.  
   

Guide the Study 

2. Review the new names for this lesson and places. 
Review the reasons God chose to replace Saul as Israel’s 
king (1 Sam. 13:10-14; 15:10-11). Ask class members to 
suggest what God would be looking for in a new king. 
 

3. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 16:1 aloud. Ask: How 
was Samuel feeling when God first spoke to him in this 
verse? Discuss the sorrow Samuel felt about Saul. Ask: 
What do we learn in this verse about who the new king 
will be (lives in Bethlehem, a son of Jesse). Ask the class 
to listen for how Samuel found this person in verses 1-12 . 
 

4. Read 1 Samuel 16:2. Discuss why Samuel was afraid to 
go to Bethlehem. Say: Samuel was afraid Saul might kill 
him if another king was chosen. The most direct route 
from Ramah (Samuel’s place of residence) to Bethlehem 
was through Gibeah, where Saul lived. God told Samuel 
to take a young cow for a worship gift.   
 

5. Read 1 Samuel 16:3. Ask: Who did God tell Samuel to 
invite? (Jesse’ family. Point out the history of this family 
in the small town of Bethlehem. See the Study Guide and 
ask someone to read the second paragraph under “Time 
for a Change.”  
 

6. Read 1 Samuel 16:4-5. Say: Samuel did what the Lord 
said. He went to Bethlehem. The town leaders were 
afraid. Perhaps they worried that some hidden sin had 
brought their village under God’s judgment. Explain that 
God gave Samuel a good reason for going so that he 
would not attract attention. He told Samuel to go and 
make a worship gift and invite Jesse to come. Say: God 
would show Samuel whom to anoint. 
 

7. Line up 7 people from the tallest to the shortest at the 
front of the room. Read 1 Samuel 16:6-7. Ask the first 
person to step forward. Say: When Samuel looked at Eliab 
(Jesse’s oldest son), he thought to himself, “Surely this 
must be the new king God has chosen.” Point out that 
Samuel’s judgment was based on outward appearance. He 
must have thought Eliab was “kingly looking.” Explain 
that God told Samuel, “Do not look at the way he looks 
because I have not chosen him. Send “Eliab” back to his 
seat.  
 

8. Read 1 Samuel 16:8-11. Point out that after Eliab was 
rejected, Jesse called each of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. Ask: What did Samuel say each time? (“The 
Lord has not chosen this one.”) Ask the 6 in line to step 
forward one at a time. Have the class repeat what Samuel 
said. Send all of the sons back to their seats.  
Ask: What did Samuel do next? (Samuel asked Jesse, 
“Are these all of your sons?”) Say: Jesse answered 
Samuel by telling him that his youngest son was out 
keeping his sheep. Samuel asked Jesse to send for him and 
he said, “We will not sit down until he comes.” 
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Lesson Focus  
We should learn to look at the heart of others, and not the way 
they look. 
 

Focal Text   
1 Samuel 16  

 

Memory Verse  

“For the Lord does not look at the things man looks at. A man 

looks at the outside of a person, but the Lord looks at the 

heart.”  (1 Samuel 16:7b) 
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Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Sing, “Near to the Heart of God.” 
 

♦ Make a list on the marker board of a job description for a 
king. (Include: fair-minded, honest, good, obedient to God, 
strong faith, knows and understands the law, prays, etc.).  
State: Today’s lesson will tell what God wanted for a new 
king. Present the puppet with a burlap robe on one side. 
Turn it to show the purple robe on the other.  
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Use the following review questions as 1 Samuel is read.  

♦ Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13. 
Create a timeline and discuss 
the what happened from 
God’s command in verse 1 to 
David’s anointing in verse 13. 
(Use words, pictures, or both.) 
Use the picture from “Bible 
Stories for Use with ESL 
students” Story 69-71: http://
pages.suddenlink.net/
eslbiblestories/ 
 

♦ Read 1 Samuel 16:14-23. Discuss the faith of the two 
kings as they appear side-by-side, and answer the following 
question: How would this experience help prepare David 
for when he became king?  
 

Encourage Application  
 

♦ Read the Memory Verse together. Remind the class that 
God does not care how you look, how you dress, how much 
money you have or don’t have. God loves you no matter 
what. God only cares about your heart, what is inside you, 
who you really are. He wants us to love and obey Him. He 
wants us to love others. He wants us to do our best to live 
right, make right choices and treat others the right way.  
 

♦ Close in prayer. Ask God to give us hearts like David’s.  
 
 

9. Read 1 Samuel 16:12-13. Say: When David was 
brought before Samuel, the Lord told Samuel to anoint 
him because he was the one! Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed David in the presence of his brothers; and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day on. 
Explain that David is often called “a man after God’s own 
heart.” God did not choose David to be a king because he 
looked like a king or even acted “kingly.” Say: David was 
a lowly sheepherder. God chose David because of his 
heart, a heart that loved God and wanted to serve Him. 
God looks at our hearts, not the way we show ourselves to 
others. 
  

10. Place the crown over the word “David” on the People 
and Places Chart. Say: God does not always choose the 
powerful, the beautiful, or those who have talents of their 
own. God can use all who have a heart to serve Him and 
are willing to obey Him. God looks at our hearts.  
 

11. Discuss reasons why God’s choice of David to be 
Israel’s king was a surprise, especially David’s family. 
(He was the youngest and least experienced; he had older 
brothers who outranked him; he worked as a simple 
shepherd, and so forth.) Discuss what this might have 
meant when David became king. (He learned humility, 
obedience, etc.) 
 

12. Read 1 Samuel 16:14. Discuss how Saul felt when 
God’s Spirit left him. What did he do? (feeling alone, 
helpless, weak, depressed, and so forth) and how Saul and 
his staff tried to find ways to help him (harp music).  
 

13. Read 1 Samuel 16:16-18. Ask: How did Saul learn 
about David? (His servants had heard about his reputation 
of being a skillful musician, brave warrior etc. 
 

14. Read 1 Samuel 16:19-23. Discuss ways David helped 
Saul and ways David learned how to be King.   
 

15. Say: David did not become acting king on the day 
Samuel anointed him. God provided time and experience 
to prepare David to rule. Ask: What are some ways God 
prepares Christians today to do what he asks them to do in 
the future? (Example: Calls individuals to become 
doctors, nurses, missionaries, teachers, and then leads 
them into training programs and provides mentors.) 
 

16. Ask: Why does it matter that God sees us from the 
heart and mind and does not judge by how we look? 
Discuss question 2 from the Study Guide: (Have you ever 
judged a person the first time you saw them and you were 
wrong? How did you change as you got to know the 
person?)  
 

Encourage Application 

17. Say: God cares about how we think and the good 
things that we do, not how we look. Hold up the geode and 
the Fool’s Gold again. Ask: Which would you rather be?  
 

18. Close in prayer, asking for God’s help in seeing and 
judging other people the way He sees them and not to 
judge people by the way they look. 
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1. Why was Samuel sad about King Saul? (Saul did not 

obey God.)                                                                                         

2. Whose son would be the next king of Israel? (Jesse’s) 

3. Why did Samuel think Jesse’s oldest son would be the 

new king? (He looked handsome and tall) 

4. Man sees how people look on the outside. What does 

the Lord see? (The heart.)                                                                     

5. David was not with his brothers. Where was he? (In 

the pasture taking care of his father’s sheep) 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For Connect with Life #1, bring six different paper colors 
(8.5x11 inches; about 10 pieces per color) and a marker to 
list problems that seem like giants in our lives.  
♦ For Guide the Study #2, bring a ruler or builder’s tape 
measure that extends at least 9 feet. Using the colored 
paper, you will build a visual graph of how tall Goliath 
was, how tall Saul was, etc. Decide if you will display the 
graph on a wall (recommended) or lay it out on the floor. 
Bring tape to adhere it to the wall.  

♦ For Guide the Study #3, find an Old Testament Bible 
map in the back of a study Bible that shows where the 
battle with Goliath took place. Or refer to this Bible map:  
http://www.generationword.com/ot_maps/
map_imgs/119_1sm17.jpg 
 

♦ For Guide the Study #4, prepare title strips to place on 
the board/wall or simply write the titles on the board: A 
Giant’s Offer; David Responds to Goliath; God Helps 
David Defeat Goliath. 
♦ For Guide the Study #5, you will read aloud the Bible 
commentary from the Study Guide. It is critically 
important that the students hear you read with normal 
speed and intonation. This will increase their familiarity 
with Bible content, practice and improve fluency, and 
prepare for the Timeline/Sentence Strip activity. Practice 
reading the story aloud in the days before class so you 
will be ready for words or phrases that need clarification. 
♦ For Guide the Study #6, make copies of the Timeline / 
Sentence Strips (on the next page) before class — one 
timeline set for each class member. Cut each timeline 
segment into sentence strips. Use paper clips or envelopes 
to keep each set of strips together.  
 

Connect with Life 
1. Ask class members to identify problems they face that 
seem like giants in their lives. Use a marker to write these 
on the colored papers. (These will be reused in Guide the 
Study to build the graph.) You may refer to problems 
listed in the Study Guide; for some class members, 
struggles with learning English can be like facing a giant. 
For others, finding a job can be like wrestling a giant.   
 Ask: How are these problems like giants in our 
lives? 
  Say: Sometimes, we feel that our problems are 
much bigger than us. We feel that they are bigger than 
anything we can handle. We feel afraid. We worry.  
 We are going to look today at a Bible story about a 
young man who faced a giant of a problem. Young David 
faced a real giant — the soldier named Goliath was 9 feet 
tall! We will see how God gave David the wisdom and 
strength to face the giant, just as God promises to give us 
wisdom and strength to face our giants, too. 
   

Guide the Study 
2. Transition to explaining that the class will now build a 
graph to compare the heights of the characters in this 
Bible story (Goliath, Saul, David, Israelites, and 
Philistines) as compared to our heights today. 
 Use the colored paper and tape measure to build 
each person/group’s height. For the class column, ask for 
volunteers to be measured and mark their heights. 
  
 3. Ask the class to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 17. 
Indicate where this story is found in the Bible. Point out 
the battle location on a Bible map.  
 

4. Write these titles on the board (or use the poster strips 
you prepared before class). Explain that these are the three 
sections in the Bible story:  

1. A Giant’s Offer 
2. David Responds to Goliath  
3. God Helps David Defeat Goliath 
 

5. Retelling the Bible Story: The content for this retelling 
comes directly from the Study Guide. As the story 
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Lesson Focus  
Class members will find their struggles in the story of David’s 
struggle with Goliath. They will identify ways God can help each 
of us find faith to face giants in our paths.  
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 17:1-11, 26-32, 38-51 

 
Memory Verse  
“For the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our 
hands.” (1 Samuel 17:47b) 
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9. Close in prayer: God, thank You for helping us with our 
daily struggles. Thank You for great examples of courage 
like David. Help us to stand up for others. Give us courage. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
♦ Supplement Guide the Study #8 by showing a slingshot 
and five small stones. (Or make a simple one from two 
shoelaces and a flu mask.) Ask class members if anyone 
has used a slingshot before. Was it hard to hit a target? 
How hard would it have been for David to hit Goliath? 

progresses, point out each time a new section begins (A 
Giant’s Offer; David Responds to Goliath; God Helps 
David Defeat Goliath).  
 

6. After story sections have been read, distribute the 
Timeline / Sentence Strips. Give each person one set of 
sentence strips. Members will arrange sentence strips in 
order. Help them to check their sentence strips against the 
master list. Read aloud the sentences in order at the end of 
the activity. 
 

7. Use these questions for group discussion:  
—Who seemed to be stronger David or Goliath?   
Share that sometimes the one who appears to be stronger 
is not. Follow up with a question like, What does it mean 
to be the “underdog” in sports? 
—When did David prepare for his fight with Goliath? 
Indicate that as David fought bears and lions in protecting 
his sheep, he was preparing for this fight with Goliath. 
—What weapon did David use to knock down Goliath? 
Ensure that class members understand how one stone was 
responsible for knocking down Goliath. Place a stone on 
your forehead to show where the stone hit Goliath. 
—Where did David get the stones for his sling? 
Ask class members if they have seen smooth stones in 
rivers or streams. 
—Why did David fight Goliath?  
This question can go in several directions. Be prepared for 
class members to point out David’s interest in getting a 
reward for killing Goliath. Others may say that David 
killed Goliath to protect his brothers. Still others may 
point to David’s interest in honoring God. 
—How did Goliath die?  
Help class members to know that the stone knocked the 
giant down. David had to follow up with a sword to kill 
Goliath. While the subject matter is graphic (especially 
with the news of beheadings in the Middle East), it is 
important to the story that this point be made. 
 

Encourage Application 
8. Encourage discussion by prompting class members with 
this series of questions. 
—Ask: How can God help us overcome our problems? 
—Say: God helped David beat Goliath, but David was 
brave.  
—Ask: What does it mean to be brave?  
—Say: Being brave means doing what needs to be done—
even if frightened. 
—Ask: How was David brave at other times? 
—Say: The Bible says David had killed bears and lions 
protecting his sheep. 
—Ask: Which of the problems we listed earlier are like 
David’s fight? 
—Say: Having to learn a new language can be 
frightening. 
—Say: Not having a job is difficult. Looking for one can 
be scary. 
—Ask: What make us most afraid? 
—Say: We can be grateful that God helps us face fear in 
our lives? 
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Timeline  
David’s father sent him to his brothers to take food. 

The Philistines gathered their armies for battle at 
Socoh. 

Saul and the men of Israel set up their tents in the 
valley of Elah.  

A strong fighter named Goliath came out from the 
armies of the Philistines. 

Goliath called out to the army of Israel, “Choose a man 
to fight me.” 

When all Israel heard the words of the Philistine, they 
were very afraid. 

David said, “What will be done for the man who kills 
this Philistine? 

David’s brother Eliab became very angry with him 
because of his questions. 

David said to Saul, I will go and fight with this 
Philistine. 

Saul dressed David with his clothes for battle and gave 
him his sword. 

David took off Saul’s battle clothes and took his stick 
in his hand. 

David put five smooth stones in his bag. His slingshot 
was in his hand. 

Goliath said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to 
me with sticks? 

David said to the Philistine, “I come to you in the name 
of the Lord.  

David took out a stone, threw it, and hit the Philistine 
on his forehead.  

David stood over the Philistine. He took his sword and 
killed him. 

TIMELINE / SENTENCE STRIPS: Copy this for every class 
member and cut apart strips, keeping each set together so 
students can reassemble it in chronological order. 



Prior Preparation 
♦ If you have access to the media content on RightNow 
Media (www.rightnowmedia.org), watch the video 
“Fighting Jealousy.” Find it by doing a search for 
“jealousy” then scroll down the list a bit. “Fighting 
Jealousy” is four minutes long and is really down to earth. 
Use it in the lesson where you see fit. 
♦ For Connect with Life #2, do an Internet search for 
“pictures of jealousy.” Choose four or five that you like. 
Choose a way to show them to the class. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Explain to the class that at the beginning of 1 Samuel 18, 
David started a new job. Discuss what it is like walking 
into a new job: excitement, nerves, fears. What things made 
the start of David's new job easy? Hard? How did the Lord 
help him? 
  
2. Introduce the topic of jealousy and show the pictures you 
found online. Lead a discussion on things that make people 
jealous. Say: In this lesson, we will see how jealousy was 
destructive in the life of King Saul. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Introduce the lesson by saying that the Lord continued to 

raise up David, and King Saul continued to reject him. 
The Lord God was guiding all these situations. The Lord 
elevated David to serve in an important place in the court 
of Saul. It becomes very clear why the Lord chose David 
and rejected Saul. 
 
4. Ask someone to read 1 Samuel 18:1-5. Ask:  
—What are some of the things that happened in David's 
life after he defeated Goliath?  
—Why is Jonathan's friendship with David important?  
—Why do you think Jonathan and David became friends 
so fast? 
 
5. Say: The friendship between Jonathan and David is 
sometimes misunderstood in this day and culture. They 
had a very close and strong brotherly love. It was not a 
homosexual relationship. Their bond was holy and pure. 
Their friendship was based on their mutual deep 
commitment to the Lord.  
 
6. Ask why Jonathan decided to make this covenant with 
David. (Out of love. Probably as a promise to David. It 
makes their bond of friendship strong, whatever the future 
may bring. Perhaps as a witness to others.) 
 
7. Ask why Jonathan gave the five gifts to David. 
(a) They are personal. They are things belonging to 
Jonathan, now given to David. 
(b) They make the covenant final. They are like Jonathan 
signing his name to an agreement. 
(c) They honor David. Jonathan has a higher status than 
David. 
(d) They elevate David. Jonathan starts the covenant, but 
it makes them equal. 
 
8. Read 1 Samuel 18:6-9 aloud. These verses describe a 
victory celebration. Ask: Who is the parade for? Why did 
King Saul get angry? 
 
9. There is a brief comment in the Study Guide under 
“Jealousy” about the parade song in 1 Samuel 18:7. You 
may want to explain the characteristics of Hebrew poetry 
a little more. The “thousands/tens of thousands” is a 
common use of word pairs. When the pairs are numbers, 
the larger number always comes in the second line. 
 Saul is mentioned first in line one, because he is 
the senior, most honored person. Then David is 
mentioned in line two. The song simply follows the rules 
of Hebrew poetry. It does not mean that David is better 
than Saul. Saul was supersensitive and paranoid. His 
suspicion and jealousy made him misunderstand the song.  
 
10. Read 1 Samuel 18:10-11. This is a strange and scary 
scene. Ask: What do you make of all this?  
—How does the text show us that Saul was still 
personally responsible? 
 
11. The “bad spirit sent from God” (verse 10) probably 
needs comment. The word “evil,” “bad,” or simply 
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Lesson Focus 
The Lord blessed and protected David while he served in the 
court of jealous King Saul. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 18:1-16; 19:1-10 
Background Text: 1 Samuel 17:55-19:24  
 
Memory Verse 
“David did well in all that he did, because the Lord was with 
him” (1 Samuel 18:14). 



“harmful” could refer either to the character of the spirit or 
to its effects on Saul. With the latter in mind, this is 
probably a demonic spirit. God sent this evil spirit as a 
form of punishment upon the unrepentant king. 
 
12. Read 1 Samuel 18:12-16. Ask: Why did David do well 
in all he did? 
 
13. Read 1 Samuel 19:1-10. Say: Let's discuss what 
Jonathan did. Why did he talk to his father about David? 
Who benefited from what Jonathan did?  
 

Encourage Application 
14. Here is a simple and powerful way to help your 
students apply the passage. 
 

(a) Hate Saul's Sin. We see plenty of it. It is 
ridiculous, pitiful, disgusting, and shocking. The class 
could list his sins. You could trace the growth of his sin of 
jealousy. Have the class humbly consider the presence of 
these sins in their lives and their weakness to them. The 
Lord hated these sins in Saul's life. We should hate them, 
too. 
 

(b) Be Sad for Saul, the Sinner. He is such a tragic 
character. “Samuel was filled with sorrow because of 
Saul” (1 Samuel 15:35). May our compassionate Lord 
make us more sensitive to and compassionate regarding 
the trouble and heartache that sin causes in people's lives. 
Think of someone whose life is a mess because of sin. 
Pray for them.  
 

(c) Praise the Lord, the God who blessed and protected 
David. The class could review some of the ways the Lord 
blessed and helped David. As they do, remind them that 
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 
13:8). Have the class share ways He has blessed and 
protected them. 
 
15. What do you learn about true friendship from Jonathan 
in 1 Samuel 19:1-7? 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
♦ Read 1 Samuel 18:10-11. Ask: Why was the spirit not 
affected by David's playing? (God sent it.) What does 
David's jumping out of the way twice suggest? (Saul threw 
his spear twice.) 
 

Encourage Application 
♦ Write the names of Saul, David, and Jonathan on a 
whiteboard. Ask the class to list qualities of these three 
men from the text. Help them with adjectives. Then ask 
them to pick one quality they would like to have. 
Encourage them to ask God to develop this godly trait in 
their lives. 
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Prior Preparation 
♦ Think through the two discussion topics in Connect with 
Life #1-2. Be prepared to share personal experiences that 
relate to these topics to help the discussion get started. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Invite the class to share about a time of crisis they 
experienced. Maybe they went through a crisis and they 
received help. Or maybe they helped someone else who 
was in crisis. Transition to David's crisis. 
 
2. Read Proverbs 18:24. Ask the class if anyone has a 
friend like that. If so, ask them to describe the relationship 
a bit. If not, suggest maybe God wants them to become that 
kind of friend to someone. Encourage them to look for both 
the blessings and responsibilities of a spiritually grounded, 
covenant relationship as they study 1 Samuel 20.  
 

Guide the Study 
3. Read 1 Samuel 20:1-4. Ask: Why did David risk going 
back to see Jonathan? (David had to know why the king 
wanted to kill him.) “Why?” is life's most frustrating 
question. 
 Explain that these three things made David go back 
to get the answer from Jonathan. 

(a) Facts. This is the logical reason. Jonathan’s 
position, both as son and prince, put him in a position to 
know things that no one else would. 

 
(b) Friendship. This is the relational reason. David 

loved and trusted Jonathan. This was his best friend. 
 
(c) Faithfulness. This is the spiritual reason. David 

was absolutely sure that Jonathan would be loyal to their 
covenant. 
 
4. Read 1 Samuel 20:5-11. Ask: What did David and 
Jonathan see differently? Why did Jonathan offer to help 
David? 
 
5. You may want to explain the New Moon feast in 
1 Samuel 20:5. The new moon marked the beginning of 
the new month in the lunar calendar. The Israelites 
dedicated the month to the Lord with special sacrifices, 
the blowing of trumpets, and doing no work (Numbers 
10:10; 28:11-15). It is possible that if the moon did not 
appear on the first day, the feast would last a second day 
(1 Samuel 20:27). This could be why David set the 
meeting for the third day. 
 
6. David's plan was impressively simple and clever. 
Say: David's plan would show what King Saul wanted to 
do. 
—What are some of Saul's qualities that will be brought 

out into the open? 
—Why would carrying out David's plan put Jonathan in 

an uncomfortable situation? Why might it even be a 
dangerous situation? 

 
7. Read 1 Samuel 20:12-17. This is the second covenant 
that Jonathan made with the house of David. (The first is 
in 1 Samuel 18—Lesson 9.) Ask:  
—How did Jonathan let David know for sure that he 
would get the information David needed? 
—List some of the ways Jonathan indicated he thought 
David would be the next king. 
 
8. Read 1 Samuel 20:30-34. Ask:  
—Why did Saul decide that David must die? 
—How did Saul try to bring Jonathan back to his side? 
—When did Jonathan know for sure that his father 
intended to kill David? 
 
9. Read 1 Samuel 20:35-42. Ask:  
—What is suggested by the fact David did not hurry, go 
quickly, and not stay? 
—Why did David bow down before Jonathan three times? 
—Why do you think David cried more than Jonathan?  
  

Encourage Application 
10. Talk about David and Jonathan, one at a time. For 
each man, reflect on two things. 
 

(a) What did he do (what was he able to do) because of 

Teaching Guide 
Adult Bible Study  

in Simplified English 
 

1 Samuel: 
The Actions of a King 

 

Lesson 10:  
The Best of Friends 

Lesson 10 ● Page 25 

Lesson Focus  
Covenant relationships make a radical and wonderful difference  
in how we can live for God's kingdom and His glory. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 20:1-17, 30-42 
Background Text: 1 Samuel 19:1-20:42 
 
Memory Verse  
“Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace. For we have promised 
each other in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord will be 
between me and you, and between my children and your 
children forever.”’” (1 Samuel 20:42a) 



their spiritual relationship? As a believer, you are part of 
God’s covenant community, the church. Apply some of 
the things you listed to yourself as a member of God’s 
covenant family. 

 
(b) What did he receive (how was he blessed) because 

of the spiritual relationship? Again, reflect on how some 
of these blessings are yours as part of the family of God. 
 
11. To have a friendship like David and Jonathan’s, what 
kind of person do you have to be? How do you have to 
live? 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Guide the Study 
♦ In 1 Samuel 20:1, David first asked Jonathan three 
questions. They all begin with “what.” Ask the following.  
—How are we to understand David’s questions in verse 
1?  
—Is David saying he did nothing wrong? 
—Or is David humbly asking Jonathan if he is aware of 
something David did wrong? 
(The text suggests the second choice, David’s humble self-
examination.) 
 
♦ When David said, “There is only a step between me and 
death” (1 Samuel 20:4), he may have been referring to 
when he stepped out of the way of Saul’s spear (see 1 
Samuel 19:10). 
 
♦ Explain: “I should sit down to eat with the king” in 1 
Samuel 20:5 (and vv. 24-27). As a member of the royal 
household and as a high-ranking military officer, David 
would have been expected to be at the monthly New 
Moon meal. He would have been a regular guest of the 
king. 
 
♦ David bowing three times before Jonathan (1 Samuel 
20:41) is “the greatest number of times anyone in the 
Bible is depicted as performing this act in a single 
encounter.” [Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel (Nashville, 
Tennessee: B&H Publishing Group, 1996), 219.] It is an 
expression of honor, respect, and loyalty to someone in 
authority. 
 
♦ You might help your class step back and look at the big 
picture. Ask the students what they think God is trying to 
teach us through Saul, Jonathan, and David. 
(Possible answers: 
—What leadership in His kingdom should not look like. 
—What it can look like when leaders are devoted to His 
name and fame, not their own. 
—When leaders work for building God’s kingdom, not 
their own. 
—When they are committed to love, faith, and keeping 
their promises instead of pride, power, and status.) 
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Encourage Application 
♦ First Samuel 20:30-34 begins and ends with the 
mention of anger (Saul’s and Jonathan’s). Contrast 
Saul’s anger with Jonathan’s. Say: Remember these 
differences when you start getting angry. 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For the opening activity, print out the case studies for the 
small groups. 
♦ For Guide the Study #3, prepare posters of Matthew 5:44 
and Matthew 5:45 on two sheets of paper or plastic. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, search the 
Internet for images of Engedi that show the caves, 
waterfalls, and wild goats. Plan how to display the pictures 
in class. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Guide the Study, print out the 
lesson outline and make copies for students. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Ask: What do you do when someone treats you badly?  
 Distribute the following case studies to small groups of 

students. Ask the groups to come up with steps to show 
grace to an enemy. Call for groups to report on their 
advice. 
 

Guide the Study 
2. Introduce the vocabulary for today’s lesson. Connect 
the “fear of the Lord” with “respect” and “honor.” 
 Display the poster with Matthew 5:44. Say: Jesus 
gave us commands to show grace to our enemies in 
Matthew 5:44, today’s Memory Verse. Let’s read it 
together. 
 Ask: What are the two commands in this verse? 
(Underline love and pray for.) How would loving your 
enemy change the way you treat them? How would 
prayer change a relationship with your enemy? (God 
softens hearts through prayer.) How would this command 
change your advice in your case study? 
 
3. Display the poster with Matthew 5:45. Say: Let’s read 
the next verse together. Ask: Why should we love our 
enemies and pray for them? (to show that we are children 
of God, to demonstrate God’s heart by our actions) 
 
4. Invite a reader to read 1 Samuel 24:1-4. Use the 
background information in the Study Guide section “A 
Test of David’s Heart” to help students understand: 
-why God had chosen David to replace Saul as king, 
-why Saul made such unwise choices, and  
-why Saul was jealous of David. 
 Divide the class into three groups. If your class is 
very large, make six groups so that everyone has a 
chance to participate in the conversation. Give each 
group one of these Scripture passages:  
• 1 Samuel 13:4 
• Psalm 111:10 
• 1 Samuel 18:6-9 
      Say: Read this passage and tell how it explains the 
actions of either Saul or David. Allow a few minutes for 
groups to read and discuss. Call for reports. 
  
5. Read aloud 1 Samuel 24:5-19. Use the information in 
the Study Guide section “A Show of David’s Heart” to 
lead the discussion. Ask: What are the two commands 
Jesus gave us about how to treat our enemies? (love 
them and pray for them) 
       Write LOVE on the board. 

       Ask: How can we show love for our 
enemies? (List under LOVE the responses 
such as: respect, be humble, be kind, 
don’t judge, leave the results to God)  
       Ask: How did David demonstrate 
God’s love for Saul? (he showed respect, 
humbled himself, showed proof of his 
love, did not demand an apology, left 
Saul’s future in God’s hands) 
 
6. Say: There are some truths here that we 
don’t want to miss. Read the following 
sentences and ask students to fill in the 
blanks. 
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Lesson Focus  
David showed the heart of God by the way he treated his 
enemy. 
 
Focal Text   
1 Samuel 24 
 
Memory Verse  
“But I tell you, love those who hate you. Pray for those who do 
bad things to you and who make it hard for you.” 
(Matthew 5:44) 

A. A coworker spreads rumors about you at work. You know these 
things are not true. How can you show the heart of God for this 
person and your other coworkers? 

B. You disagree strongly with the president of the United States. 
What should you do? 

C. There is tension in your family because of a family member. 
How can you bring peace to the family? 

D. There has been a death in your family, but no one from your 
church has come to visit you. What should you do? 



Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Display the pictures of the caves, waterfalls, and wild 
goats of Engedi. Ask: Why would this be a good place for 
David and his men to hide from Saul’s army?  
 

Guide the Study 
♦ Give students this outline. Help them fill in the blanks as 
you teach the lesson. (Answers: I.A.: expects love; pray; 
child. B: after; seek; chosen; enemy. II.A.: sorry. B: 
respect; lord; leader; chosen; father. C: humble; bowed; 
dog; bug. III.A.: promises; lives; name; more; recorded; 
home.) 

Encourage Application 
♦ Use the questions in Things to Think About to lead 
students to apply David’s example and Jesus’ command. 

• It matters to God how we treat our leaders. 
• It did not matter that Saul was David’s enemy. He 

was still God’s chosen one. 
• David feared God more than he feared Saul. 
• David set an example of respect for his men to see in 

the way he treated Saul. 
• Only God can judge our enemies. 
 
7. Invite someone to read 1 Samuel 24:20-22. Use the 
background information from the Study Guide section “A 
Promise from David’s Heart” to guide the discussion.  
 
8. Ask: What two promises did Saul ask of David? (not to 
kill his children or remove his name from the history of 
Israel) 
 Say: Let’s see if David kept his promises. Invite 
students to open their Bibles to 1 Samuel 24, 26, 28 and 
31. Ask: Do you see any history of Saul in these 
chapters? (yes)  David did not remove Saul’s name from 
the history of Israel. Sometimes rulers did this. The 
names of Joseph and Moses are not recorded in the 
history of Egypt. Why would Egyptian leaders not record 
the stories of these men of God? 
 Invite students to find 2 Samuel 9:1-11. Read this 
story to show that David cared for Saul’s grandson as a 
member of his own family. 
 
9. Ask: What promise did David ask of Saul? (none) 
Why? (Saul’s repentance was between him and God, not 
David.) Reread 1 Samuel 24:12. Say: David left Saul’s 
future in God’s hands. Ask: Did David trust Saul’s 
words? (No, he and his men stayed in a safe place.) 
 
10. Ask: How can we follow David’s example in dealing 
with our own enemies? Refer back to LOVE on the 
board. Note that respect, humility, loving actions, and not 
judging are ways to show God’s love for our enemies. 
 Write PRAY on the board. Ask: How should we pray 
for our enemies? (to see them as God sees them, to be 
thankful that God can heal any relationship, for an 
opportunity to show the heart of God, for God’s 
blessings)  
 

Encourage Application 

11. Ask: How will prayer for our enemies help us to show 
love? Read the introduction to today’s lesson about 
Florence Allshorn’s experience with an enemy. Ask: How 
did Florence Allshorn follow the example of David and 
the command of Jesus? 
 
12. Ask the class to bow their heads and think of someone 
who has not treated them well. Lead in a prayer for 
repentance for any harm we may have done to our 
enemies. Ask for God’s heart of love to change our 
hearts. Ask God’s blessings upon our enemies. Encourage 
students to pray daily for anyone who is not treating them 
well. Tell them to watch and see how God can heal a 
difficult relationship. 
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I. A Test of David’s Heart (1 Samuel 24:1-4) 
A. What God ________ of our hearts (Matthew 5:44-45) 

1. _______ your enemy. 
2. _______ for your enemy. 
3. Show you are the _______ of God. 

B. David had a heart _______ God’s own heart (1 Samuel 
13:14). 
1. To go after something means to _______ it. 
2. David saw Saul as God’s _______ one. 
3. David’s men saw Saul as David’s _______. 

II. A Show of David’s Heart (1 Samuel 24:5-19) 
A. David was ______ he had not shown respect for Saul. 
B. David then showed r_______ for Saul by the way he 

talked to him. 
1. “my _______ the king” 
2. “my _______” 
3. “the Lord’s _______ one” 
4. “my _______”  

C. David showed he was _______. 
1. He _______ to the ground. 
2. He called himself a dead _______ and a _______. 

III. A Promise from David’s Heart (1 Samuel 24:20-22) 
A. Saul asked David for two _______. 

1. Do not take the _______ of my children. 
2. Do not remove my _______ from our people’s 

history. 
B. David _______ than kept his promises. 

1. The full record of Saul’s rule as king is _______ in 
the Bible. 

2. David took Saul’s grandson into his own _______. 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For the opening activity, prepare illustrations of various 
feelings such as happy, sad, afraid, angry, proud, tired. 
♦ For Guide the Study #3, make the chart ahead of time if 
desired. 
♦ For Guide the Study #11, prepare a card or sentence strip 
for each item of advice and truth from Abigail. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Display the feelings illustrations you prepared ahead of 
time. Ask: What is this emotion? When would you feel this 
way? What is some action you might take if you felt this 
way?  
 

Guide the Study 
2. Call attention to the memory verse for this lesson. Write 
it on the board. Ask the class to read it aloud together. 
 Erase mind in both sentences and read the verse 
together again, saying the missing word from memory. 
Erase old sinful self and Holy Spirit and repeat. Erase death 
and life and peace and repeat. Finally erase all of it and see 
if the class can repeat the verse from memory. 
 Ask someone to explain what they think this verse 
means. Say: In today’s lesson we see that David has a 
number of these feelings. When he let his feelings rule, his 
actions led to death. When he put his mind on God’s plan, 
peace ruled. What we value rules our emotions.  

3. Enlist a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 25:1-8. Use “When 
Trouble Comes” in the Study Guide to lead the discussion. 
 Ask: How were the people of Israel feeling at this 
time? What happens when you are with people who are all 
sad? What are some emotions David might have been 
feeling at this time? 
 Put the following chart on the board. Fill in 
feelings and values for David and Nabal. 
 
      David     Nabal     Young Man     Abigail 
 
Feelings: 
 
Values: 
 
Actions: 
 
Wisdom: 
 
4. Invite a volunteer to read Psalm 111:10. Ask: If we 
know that Abigail was wise, what do we know she valued? 
(the Lord and the people around her) 
 
5. Enlist a reader for 1 Samuel 25:9-13. Use “When 
Emotions Rule” in the Study Guide to lead the discussion 
and fill in the chart. Ask: Why did Nabal answer David’s 
request with an insult? (He was selfish).  
 Direct attention to verse 11. Read it aloud 
emphasizing I and my. Point out that Nabal’s feelings of 
selfishness and pride caused him to answer so rudely. 
 
6. Ask: Why was it foolish of Nabal to insult David? 
(David had an army, was a good soldier, and would be 
king one day.) Why was it an insult to David for Nabal to 
say he did not to know David? (David thought everyone 
knew who he was.) What did David have in mind when he 
said, “Every man, put on his sword.”? (violence) Was this 
wise? Why would he decide to answer an insult with a 
sword? (His feelings ruled his actions.) 
 
7. Call on someone to read 1 Samuel 25:14-22. Use 
“When Wisdom Rules” in the Study Guide to lead the 
discussion. Fill in the chart as you go. 
 
8. Ask: What did the young man feel when he heard Nabal 
insult David? (fear, worry) Why did he go to Abigail? (He 
knew he could not talk to Nabal, and he trusted Abigail’s 
wisdom.) What feelings might Abigail have had when she 
heard about Nabal’s answer? (fear, frustration, anger, 
disappointment in Nabal) What advice did the young man 
give her? (think about it) Why was this good advice? (He 
knew Abigail would follow God’s plan. She would not let 
her feelings rule her actions.) 
 
9. Invite someone to read 1 Samuel 25:23-31 and use 
“When God’s Plans Come First” in the Study Guide to 
lead the discussion. 
 
10: Ask: What did Abigail decide to do? (give them food) 
Why did Abigail decide to go see David herself? (Besides 
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Lesson Focus  
As followers of God, we focus on Him and His plans and are 
able to control our emotions so that our actions please Him. 
 
Focal Text 
1 Samuel 25:1-35 
 
Memory Verse 
“If your sinful old self is the boss over your mind, it leads to 
death. But if the Holy Spirit is the boss over your mind, it leads 
to life and peace” (Romans 8:6). 



thing for David. He used a sling and a rock to kill the 
giant Goliath. 
 
13. Read verses 32-35. Ask: Now how is David feeling? 
(thankful, sorry, relieved) What does he offer Abigail? 
(thanks and peace) 
 

Encourage Application 
14. Ask someone to read “Things to Remember.” Say: We 
can all be led away by our emotions. These three little 
steps can keep us from letting our feelings be the boss of 
our lives. When we ACT for God, peace rules. 
 
15. Read today’s Memory Verse again. Say: If David had 
let his feelings rule, death would have come to Nabal’s 
family. But when he let God’s plans rule, peace came. 
 
16. End in prayer for a mind and life controlled by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Write these three idioms on the board:  

dwell on 
can’t see the forest for the trees 

see the big picture 
 
Invite students to supply the meanings. Lead the 
discussion to this understanding using the following. 
 
When we dwell on our problems, we become discouraged 
and fearful. When we dwell on God’s promises and plans, 
we are filled with hope and joy. 
 
If we can’t see the forest for the trees, we are 
overlooking the overall situation because of our focus on 
details. We lose our understanding of God’s plan for 
eternity. 
 
If we see the big picture, we see God’s plan and don’t 
worry about the little things that happen along the way. 
Just like the butterfly, we cannot see the truth unless we 
see the big picture. 
 

Guide the Study 
♦ As you lead the study today, stop with each character 
and ask: What was he/she dwelling on? Could he/she see 
the big picture? Were they seeing the forest or the trees? 
Guide the discussion to the conclusion that dwelling on 
our hurts only brings trouble, while dwelling on God and 
His plan leads to life and peace.  
 

Encourage Application 
End in prayer that we will learn to see the big picture of 
God’s grace and plan for our lives, that we will focus on 
His plan more than the details of our lives, and that we 
will dwell in His hope. 

sending food to David, she wanted to talk to him.) What 
feelings did Abigail have as she went to meet David’s 
army? (fear, determination) How did Abigail show David 
she was humble? (She bowed and called herself his 
servant.) 
 
11. Divide the class into small groups of 4 or 5. Hand out 
the sentence strips or cards randomly to the groups. Write 
“Advice” and “Truth” on the board. Ask the groups to 
discuss each card and determine if it is advice or truth that 
Abigail shared with David. 

Advice: 
Listen to my words. ● It was my fault. ● Do not think 
about Nabal. ● Think about God’s plan for your life. ● Let 
the Lord keep you from violence. 

Truth: 
The Lord will make your family last forever. ● When you 
are fighting the Lord’s battles, you don’t sin. ● The Lord 
will take care of your enemies. ● God will keep His 
promise to make you king. ● God keeps His promises. 
 

12. Notice how Abigail said God would deal with David’s 
enemies in verse 29. She said He would throw them away 
like a rock out of a sling. Say: This would be a familiar 
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Listen to my words.  

It was my fault.  

Do not think about Nabal. 

Think about God’s plan for your life.  

Let the Lord keep you from violence. 

The Lord will make your family  
last forever.  

When you are fighting the Lord’s battles, 
you don’t sin.  

The Lord will take care of your enemies.  

God will keep His promise  
to make you king.  

God keeps His promises. 

These sentence strips for Guide the Study #11 can be cut 
apart and used in class — or write each sentence on an index 
card.  



Prior Preparation 
♦ For the opening activity, prepare a large sheet of art paper 
and markers for small groups to illustrate idioms. 
♦ For Encourage Application #8, make a copy of the four 
verses for everyone in the class. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, bring 
fortune cookies to class for the students. 
♦ For Extra Teaching Ideas/Encourage Application, find 
“Lord, I Need You” by Matt Maher at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS9e0nxHP-w. Plan to show 
the video to the class. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. As members enter, place them in small groups with art 
paper and markers. Give each group one of the idioms from 
this lesson. Ask them to write what they think it means and 
an illustration that depicts the meaning. 
 
Call for reports. Clarify the meanings of the three idioms. 
between a rock and a hard place: to have to make a 
decision but all choices are difficult 
hit rock bottom: to be at the lowest possible point 
at the end of one’s rope: to have run out of choices 
 
 Say: Today’s lesson returns to King Saul. He had not 
obeyed God. He had chosen to do things his way. When 

God chose David as king, Saul fought against God’s will 
and tried to kill David.   
 

Guide the Study 
2. Enlist a volunteer to read 1 Samuel 28:3-5. 
 
Say: Let’s list Saul’s problems from these verses. 
• Samuel had died so Saul had no one to share God’s 

message with him. 
• He had made all the people who talked to the dead 

leave the land. Ask: Why was that a problem? (Saul 
had decided to use this evil way to get God’s 
message.) 

• The Philistines were trying to take over the country. 
 
Ask: What did Saul decide to do? (fight the Philistines) 
Did he ask God before he made this decision? (no)  
 
3. Use the Study Guide section “Between a Rock and a 
Hard Place” to guide the discussion. Ask: Did Saul stop to 
ask what God wanted him to do before moving his army? 
(apparently no) 
 
4. Call on someone to read 1 Samuel 28:6-8. As a class, 
read today’s Memory Verse, 1 John 1:9. 
 
 Say: Remember, the God of the Old Testament is the 
same God of the New Testament. 
  Ask: Could Saul have told God his sins and be 
forgiven? (yes) Did he ever talk to God or show that he 
was sorry for his sins? (no) 
 Say: God does not force Himself on us. When we 
choose to rebel against Him, he will not speak to us or 
protect us from our bad choices. 
 
5. Ask: What three ways did Saul try to get God’s help? 
(dreams, Urim and prophets) Use the Study Guide section 
“At Rock Bottom” to explain why these three avenues of 
information were closed to Saul. 
 
 Say: Saul was at rock bottom when he decided to use 
an evil source for help. He wanted someone to call 
Samuel’s spirit up. Ask: What does it tell you about Saul’s 
men if they knew where this woman lived? (They were not 
really living for God either.)  
 
6. Say: Samuel was not happy to be called back from the 
place of the dead. Invite someone to read 1 Samuel 28:15-
20. 
 
 Ask: What was the message Samuel shared? (Saul 
would be removed as king. God had not changed His 
mind. David would be king. Saul, his army and his sons 
would die in this battle.) 
—How did Saul react to this message? (He fell down in 
fear.) 
—How can you tell from this one incident that Saul was 
not a wise leader? (He had not eaten all day, so he would 
be physically weak for battle.) 
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Lesson Focus  
Saul’s bad choices show us how important it is to be faithful 
and obedient in all our ways. Sinful choices have terrible 
consequences. 
 
Focal Text  
1 Samuel 28:3-8, 15-20; 31:1-6 
 
Memory Verse 
“If we tell Him our sins, He is faithful and we can depend on 
Him to forgive us of our sins. He will make our lives clean from 
all sin.” (1 John 1:9)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS9e0nxHP-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS9e0nxHP-w


Encourage Application 
♦ “Lord, I Need You” by Matt Maher applies beautifully to 
this lesson. Say: God is our defense. He gives us His right 
way to live. When we live for Him, we find rest. 
 As a final prayer, invite the class to sing along as 
you play the video. 

7. Ask someone to read 1 Samuel 31:1-6. Use information 
from the Study Guide section “At the End of His Rope” to 
lead the discussion. Emphasize that suicide is never a 
solution. Ask: Why was Saul’s death not the end of the 
story? (He would still have to face God and answer for his 
sins.)  
 

Encourage Application 
8. Provide a copy of these four Bible passages for all your 
class members. Divide the class into four groups. Assign 
one Scripture to each group.   

 
 
 On the board, write these headings: 
 
What We Must Do  What God Will Do 
 
 Invite participants to examine their verses to find what 
we must to do have God’s help and what He promises to 
do. Allow students to come to the board and write under 
each heading. 
 
9. Point out that David wrote two of these passages, his 
son, Solomon ,wrote one, and Peter wrote one. The God of 
David and Solomon’s time is the same God of Peter’s 
time. He is the same for us today.  
 
10. Close in prayer that we will seek a relationship with 
God and find His peace and protection even in times of 
trouble. 
 

Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Pass out fortune cookies for the class. As students open 
the cookies, allow them to share their “fortunes.”  
 
Ask: Are these fortunes real or just for fun? Have you 
ever received a fortune that was correct? If you were in 
trouble, would you follow the advice from a fortune 
cookie? 
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Proverbs 3:5-6   Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not trust in your own understanding. Agree 
with Him in all your ways, and He will make 
your paths straight. 

Psalm 37:5   Give your way over to the Lord. Trust in Him 
also. And He will do it. 

Psalm 55:22   Give all your cares to the Lord and He will 
give you strength. He will never let those who 
are right with Him be shaken. 

1 Peter 5:7   Give all your worries to Him because He cares 
for you. 



Prior Preparation 
♦ For the opening activity, prepare the mystery boxes and 
bring a blindfold. 
♦ For Encourage Application #11, select a hymn and find 
the lyrics. 
♦ Under Extra Teaching Ideas/Connect with Life, hide the 
“tickets” and gather the objects for display. 
 

Connect with Life 
1. Try this experiment at the beginning of today’s class 
time. Turn some empty tissue boxes into mystery boxes. 
Cover the outside of the box with construction paper. Place 
a mystery object inside each box. Consider common 
household items like a feather, a handful of beans, a scoop 
of rice, a rock, a bar of soap, a few coins, orange, or some 
leaves.  
 Ask for a volunteer to help you with the experiment by 
wearing a blindfold. Use a bandana or something similar to 
blindfold the volunteer. Then allow her to explore each 
mystery box with her hands. Encourage her to use her 
sense of smell, touch, hearing, and taste. But be sure to 
warn her if she shouldn’t put something in her mouth. See 
if she can use her other senses to determine the item in each 
block. 
 

2. When the experiment is over, read or summarize the 
introduction from today’s lesson in the Study Guide. Then 
guide the class to consider questions #1 and #2 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide: 
—1. Which sense do you think you depend on the most?   
—2. Have your physical senses ever deceived you about 
what was true? If so, tell about it. 
 

Guide the Study 
3. Say: Today we are going to read about one of Jesus’ 
close followers named Mary Magdalene. She is mentioned 
in other parts of the Bible, too.  
 Divide the class into four groups. Assign each group 
one of the following groups of verses. Give some time for 
the groups to read and understand their verses. Then, call 
on each group to share what they learned about Mary 
Magdalene in their group.  

 
4. Ask a class member to read John 20:1-5. Instruct class 
members to listen for the three followers mentioned in 
these verses. Help class members to identify Mary 
Magdalene, Simon Peter, and the disciple Jesus loved. Be 
sure to explain that the “other follower whom Jesus 
loved” is John. Guide a discussion of these verses by 
summarizing points from the Study Guide section entitled 
“Where Is Jesus?” 
 Ask: 
 —What did Mary see at Jesus’ grave? (the stone 
pushed away from the grave; Jesus’ body was not there) 
 —What did John see at Jesus’ grave? (Jesus’ body 
was not there; linen grave cloths) 
 
5. Ask another class member to read John 20:6-10. 
Discuss by drawing comments from the Study Guide 
section entitled “Peter Looks for Jesus.”  
 Ask:   
 —What did Peter see at Jesus’ grave? (linen grave 
 cloths; one cloth rolled up by itself) 
 —Do you think you would have reacted more like 
 Mary, John, or Peter? Why? 
 
6. Read John 20:11-18 aloud for class members. Use the 
Study Guide section entitled “Mary Sees Jesus” to help 
class members fully understand these verses.  
 
7. On the marker board, sketch a pair of eyeglasses similar 
to the example on the next page.  
       Say: These glasses represent our ability to see the 
truth about God.  
       Then, consider question #4 from Things to Think 
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Lesson Focus  
Even though Mary Magdalene was full of grief after Jesus died, 
she met the risen Christ and boldly told others that Jesus was 
alive. 
 
Focal Text   
John 20:1-18 
 
Memory Verse  
“...Because you have seen Me, you believe. Those are happy 
who have never seen Me and yet believe!” (John 20:29) 

Mary Magdalene in the Bible 
 

• Luke 8:1-3 
• John 19:23-25 
• Mark 16:1-2, 9-11 
• Matthew 27:55-56,61 



Extra Teaching Ideas 
Connect with Life 
♦ Before class members arrive, hide five 
“winning tickets” underneath random 
chairs in which your class members will be 
sitting. Then, as class members arrive, have 
the following objects displayed on a table: 
A piece of cake, a kaleidoscope, a small 
musical instrument like a recorder, a soft 
blanket, and a small potted flower. 
       Say: God gave us our five senses to 

help us enjoy and understand the world around us. Then, 
ask class members to tell you which of their five senses 
would best help them experience each of the items on the 
table (cake/taste, kaleidoscope/sight, recorder/hearing, 
blanket/touch, flower/smell). After this activity, ask class 
members to look underneath their seats for a special 
“winning” ticket. Award the objects on the table as prizes 
to those class members with a winning ticket. Then read 
aloud the introduction to today’s lesson from the Study 
Guide. 
  

Guide the Study 
♦ Summarize standard Jewish burial practices by saying:  
In Jesus’ time, Jews had special ways of burying the dead. 
The body was wrapped in strips of linen cloth. A smaller 
linen napkin was laid across the face . This was done after 
special spices and ointments were applied. Myrrh was a 
common burial spice (see John 19:38-42). The body was 
then placed in a cave on a concrete slab. Families often 
used the same cave through many generations. Then the 
cave was sealed. Over time, only the bones would be left. 
Then the family would gather the bones and place them in a 
special box. They would carve out a small hole in the wall 
of the cave. That is where they would place the box. Often, 
the bones of many family members were in the same cave. 
 
♦ Both Jesus and Lazarus came back to life from the dead. 
It is interesting to compare their stories. Read John 11:38-
44 for class members. Ask class members to listen for the 
similarities and differences in these two stories. Help class 
members to compile a list like the one here. Guide class to 
consider the reasons for these differences. Point them to the 
fact that God alone raised Jesus from the dead. 

About: What keeps you from seeing Jesus? 
      Record class members’ responses by writing them on 
the lenses of the glasses.  
 
8. Say: Yes, all of the things you mentioned can cover up 
our ability to see Jesus in our lives each day. Sometimes, 
we cannot rely only on what we can see with our eyes. 
Sometimes, we have to rely on our spiritual senses to tell 
us what is true.  
 Then lead the class to discuss question #6 from 
Things to Think About in the Study Guide: Has there been 
a time when your spiritual senses helped you understand 
an important truth? 
 

Encourage Application 
9. To review today’s lesson, ask class members to review 
John 20:1-18. Divide the class into two groups. Ask one 
group to focus on John 20:1-11. Ask the other group to 
focus on John 20:12-18. Instruct both groups to choose  
words which describe Mary Magdalene in each passage.  
After some time, allow the groups to share their ideas. 
Make a chart to compare the differences in Mary before 
she saw Jesus and after she saw Him. 

 
10. Ask:  
 —What reasons can you think of for the change that 
 happened in Mary?  
 —Have you experienced this kind of change in your 
 life?  
 —Will you be bold enough like Mary to tell others 
 what you have seen? 
  
11. Close class today by singing a traditional Easter hymn 
like “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” Provide hymnals or 
lyrics for the class. Then close class by praying that each 
class member will see Jesus in their lives and have the 
courage to tell others.  
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GRIEF 
 

ANGER 
 

STRESS 
 

PRIDE 

FEAR 
 

WORRY 
 

PAIN 
 

CONFUSION 

John 2:1-11 
 

Afraid 
Sad 

Confused 
Unsure 

Searching 
 

John 2:12-18 
 

Happy 
Joyful 

Excited 
Understanding 

Hopeful 

Same 
 

• Sadness 
• Stone door 
• Raised by God’s power 
• Grave clothes 
 

Different 
 

• Lazarus dead four days 
• Body was in the grave 
• Had to remove stone 
• Jesus called to Lazarus 
• Needed to untie Lazarus 
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