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Study Guide 
 

God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 

This free, online curriculum is made  
possible by your gifts to the 
Mary Hill Davis Offering®  

for Texas Missions 

These lessons use the New Life Version (NLV) of the Bible. 

You can read it online at www.biblegateway.com and at 

www.studylight.org. BibleGateway has a free app available 

for iPad, iPhone, Android phones, and Kindle Fire. If you 

prefer a hard copy of the NLV, go to barbourbooks.com 

(search for “New Life”).  



 When children fall, they cry for help. 

When hard times happen, people cry for help. 

A cry for help always comes after an accident 

or a problem. The question is: What caused 

the accident or problem? 

 In the days after the Israelites came into 

the Promised Land, they often cried to God 

for help. We must ask: What caused their 

problems? As we will see in this study of the 

book of Judges, their problems were caused 

by their sinful actions. Their sin brought them 

many troubles as the nations around Israel 

would overpower them and rule them harshly.  

 The book of Judges in the Old 

Testament is named for the 12 men and one 

woman who served as leaders in Israel. Their 

job as judge was not to decide court cases like 

judges today. In this time, “judge” meant 

“leader.” When the people cried to God for 

help, He would send a judge to lead them to 

victory over the nations that ruled them. They 

would know freedom again—and the land 

would be at peace. But in time, they would 

begin to sin again and forget about God. 

 In this time period, Israel did not have a 

king. They were supposed to look to God as 

their king. As we will learn each week of this 
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study, the people often forgot God completely. 

 We can learn lessons for today from the 

stories in Judges. When we cry to God for 

help, let us remember to stay faithful after 

God sends help!  

God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Introduction 

This Bible study unit 
has 13 lessons from the 

Old Testament book of Judges. 



Lesson 1 Caleb Was Used by God Judges 1:1-2, 8-13, 19-20  

Lesson 2 God Sends Othniel 
Judges 2:11-12, 15-16, 18-19; 
3:5-7, 9-11  

Lesson 3 Turning to God Judges 3:12, 14-23, 26-30 

Lesson 4 Shamgar Saves Israel Judges 3:31 

Lesson 5 Deborah, a Woman of Faith Judges 4:1-9, 17-22 

Lesson 6 God Chooses Gideon Judges 6:1-6, 11-16 

Lesson 7 God Is Gideon’s Peace Judges 6:22-31, 33-34 

Lesson 8 Gideon Questions God Judges 6:36-40 

Lesson 9 God’s Plan for Gideon Judges 7:1-11 

Lesson 10 Gideon’s Courage to Fight Judges 7:12-22 

Lesson 11 Gideon Is a Strong Leader Judges 7:23-25; 8:1-4 

Lesson 12 Gideon Falls Judges 8:18-34 

Lesson 13 Lessons from Judges and God Calls Samuel 
Judges 2:18-19;  
1 Samuel 3:1-11 
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God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Lesson Overview 
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God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Word List 

Lesson 1 

conquer: to work hard to take control over 

something, some place, or someone 

success: to reach a goal you have set for 

yourself 

weapon: something that is used to fight 

someone or to keep yourself or others safe 

while fighting 

  

Lesson 2 

culture: a group of people’s beliefs and ways 

of doing things 

patterns: the repeated way in which 

something is done or happens 

 

Lesson 3 

escape: to get out of something or to get 

away from someone 

handicap: a physical condition that may 

limit what a person can do 

ordinary: normal or usual, not different or 

special 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4 

Canaanite: a person born in the land of 

Canaan who lived on the land that God gave 

to Israel before Israel captured it after the 

Exodus 

equip: to give someone the skills or tools 

needed for a task 

oxgoad: a pointed stick used to get cattle to 

move; a farmer’s tool 

 

Lesson 5 

chariot: a carriage with two wheels that was 

pulled by horses and raced or used in battle in 

ancient times  

devote: to decide something is to be used for 

a special purpose 

 

Lesson 6 

idol: something made by man that is 

worshiped and praised instead of God 

scorched-earth plan: a fighting plan in 

which all the houses, crops, etc., in an area 

are destroyed so that the enemy cannot use 

them 
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God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Word List 

Lesson 7 

in a nutshell: to state very briefly, to make a 

long story short  

 

Lesson 8 

flawed: having a mistake, fault, or a 

weakness  

gourd: any one of several types of fruits that 

have a hard shell and that are used for 

decoration and not for eating  

sign: something (such as an action or event) 

which shows that God exists, is true, or will 

do what He says He will do 

 

Lesson 9 

casket: a box used to bury a dead person 

revolve: to move around a center point in a 

circle; rotate 

 

Lesson 10 

example: a person or way of behaving that is 

seen as a model that should be followed  

repentance: showing you are sorry for 

something you did wrong and that you are 

willing to do right 

 

 

Lesson 11 

criticized: expressed disapproval; talked 

about someone’s faults or problems 

influence:  the power to change or affect 

someone or something  

perseverance: the quality that allows a 

person to keep going when things are hard 

 

Lesson 12 

effort: work done by the mind or 

body; energy used to do something  

vengeful: feeling or showing a desire to 

harm someone who has harmed you  

warrior: a person who fights in battles and 

is known for having courage and skill  

 

Lesson 13 

avoid: to stay away from someone or 

something  

empower: to give power to someone 

select: to choose someone or something from 

a group  
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God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Word List in Alphabetical Order 

These vocabulary words can found in the 
lesson listed in each definition; “L8” is 
Lesson 8.  

 
avoid: to stay away from someone or 

something (L13)  
Canaanite: a person born in the land of 

Canaan who lived on the land that God 
gave to Israel before Israel captured it 
after the Exodus (L4) 

casket: a box used to bury a dead person (L9) 
chariot: a carriage with two wheels that was 

pulled by horses and raced or used in 
battle in ancient times (L5) 

conquer: to work hard to take control over 
something, some place, or someone (L1) 

criticized: expressed disapproval; talked 
about someone’s faults or problems (L11) 

culture: a group of people’s beliefs and ways 
of doing things (L2) 

devote: to decide something is to be used for 
a special purpose (L5) 

effort: work done by the mind or 
body; energy used to do something  (L12) 

empower: to give power to someone (L13) 
equip: to give someone the skills or tools 

needed for a task (L4) 
escape: to get out of something or to get 

away from someone (L3) 
example: a person or way of behaving that is 

seen as a model that should be followed 
(L10) 

flawed: having a mistake, fault, or a 
weakness  (L8) 

gourd: any one of several types of fruits that 
have a hard shell and that are used for 
decoration and not for eating (L8)  

handicap: a physical condition that may 

limit what a person can do (L3) 
idol: something made by man that is 

worshiped and praised instead of God 
(L6) 

in a nutshell: to state very briefly, to make a 
long story short  (L7) 

influence:  the power to change or affect 
someone or something (L11) 

ordinary: normal or usual, not different or 
special (L3) 

oxgoad: a pointed stick used to get cattle to 
move; a farmer’s tool (L4) 

patterns: the repeated way in which 
something is done or happens (L2) 

perseverance: the quality that allows a 
person to keep going when things are hard 

repentance: showing you are sorry for 
something you did wrong and that you are 
willing to do right (L10) 

revolve: to move around a center point in a 
circle; rotate (L9) 

scorched-earth plan: a fighting plan in 
which all the houses, crops, etc., in an 
area are destroyed so that the enemy 
cannot use them (L6) 

select: to choose someone or something from 
a group (L13) 

sign: something (such as an action or event) 
which shows that God exists, is true, or 
will do what He says He will do (L8) 

success: to reach a goal you have set for 
yourself (L1) 

vengeful: feeling or showing a desire to 
harm someone who has harmed you (L12)  

warrior: a person who fights in battles and 
is known for having courage and skill  
(L12) 

weapon: something that is used to fight 
someone or to keep yourself or others safe 
while fighting (L1) 
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God Sends Help: A Study from Judges 
Memory Verses 

Lesson 1 
“Be strong and have strength of heart. For 
you will bring the people in to take this land 
which I promised to their fathers to give 
them.” (Joshua 1:6) 
 
Lesson 2 
“’Have no gods other than me.” (Exodus 
20:3) 
 
Lesson 3 
“[God] answered me, ‘I am all you need. I 
give you My loving-favor. My power works 
best in weak people.’ I am happy to be weak 
and have troubles so I can have Christ’s 
power in me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 
Lesson 4 
“Those who know Your name will put their 
trust in You. For You, O Lord, have never left 
alone those who look for You.” (Psalm 9:10) 
 
Lesson 5 
“The One who called you is faithful, and He 
will do what He promised.” (1 Thessalonians 
5:24) 
 
Lesson 6 
“Be strong and take heart, and have no fear of 
them: for it is the Lord your God who is 
going with you; He will not take away His 
help from you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) 
 
Lesson 7 
“The Lord said to him, ‘Peace be with you. 
Do not be afraid. You will not die.’” (Judges 
6:23)  
 
 
 
 

Lesson 8 
“I will show you and teach you in the way 
you should go. I will tell you what to do with 
My eye upon you.” (Psalm 32:8) 
 
Lesson 9 
“The Lord says to you, ‘Do not be afraid or 
troubled because of these many men. For the 
battle is not yours but God’s.’ ” (2 Chronicles 
20:15) 
 
Lesson 10 
“Have I not told you? Be strong and have 
strength of heart! Do not be afraid or lose 
faith. For the Lord your God is with you 
anywhere you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 
 
Lesson 11 
“A gentle answer turns away anger, but a 
sharp word causes anger.” (Proverbs 15:1) 
 
Lesson 12 
“The Lord said, ‘These people show respect 
to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me.’” (Isaiah 29:13a) 
 
Lesson 13 
Then the Lord came and stood and called as 
He did the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is 
listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10) 
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Lesson 1:  
Caleb Was Used by God 
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 What are you afraid of? At times, fear 

can be good. It can stop us from doing 

something that would hurt us. We do not 

touch a hot stove because we are afraid it will 

burn us. We do not jump off a tall building 

because we are afraid we will break our legs 

or die.  

 Fear can also be bad. It can stop us 

from doing something that would be good for 

Bible Text 
Judges 1:1-2, 8-13, 19-20  

 
Memory Verse 

“Be strong and have strength of heart. For you 
will bring the people in to take this land which I 
promised to their fathers to give them.” (Joshua 
1:6) 

 
Word List 

conquer: to work hard to take control over 
something, some place, or someone 
success: to reach a goal you have set for 
yourself 
weapon: something that is used to fight someone 
or to keep yourself or others safe while fighting 

us. We do not apply for a job because we are 

afraid we may not get the job. We do not try 

something new because we are afraid we 

might fail. 

 The whole world was afraid in 2020 

when the COVID-19 virus started spreading 

around the world. Some fear was good 

because it helped us to do things that kept us 

safe. Too much fear was bad because it made 

some people stop wanting to live. It was a 

hard time for everyone. 

 The people of Israel needed to be 

brave. Fear was not good for them. God had 

told them to drive out the people who lived in 

the land that He had given to Israel. Moses 

had led them out of slavery in Egypt and into 

the new land. Joshua became their new leader 

after Moses died. Joshua was very brave and 

led the nation to fight 31 battles in 13 years. 

They took control of much of the land. 

Joshua’s last words to the people were to ask 

them whom they would serve. Joshua 24:24 

tells us the people’s answer: “The people said 

to Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord our God. 

We will obey His voice.’”  

 
Fear Stronger Than Faith 

  
(Judges 1:1-2, 8-10, 19) 

 

1 After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel 

asked the Lord, “Who will be first to go up and 

fight against the Canaanites for us?”  



2 The Lord said, “Judah will go up. See, I have 

given the land into his hand.”  
 

… 8 Then the men of Judah fought against 

Jerusalem and took it. They destroyed it with 

the sword and set the city on fire.  

9 After this the men of Judah went down to 

fight against the Canaanites living in the hill 

country, in the Negev and in the plains.  

10 Judah went against the Canaanites who 

lived in Hebron. (The name of Hebron was 

Kiriath-arba before.) They won the war against 

Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai. 
 

...19 The Lord was with Judah. They took the 

hill country for their own. They could not drive 

out the people living in the valley, because they 

had iron war-wagons.  

 

 God was with the people of Israel as 

they obeyed Him and took the land. They 

drove out many people. Judah was the first to 

continue the work that God had given them to 

do after Joshua died. He was brave at first, but 

then they came to the people living in the 

valley who had iron war-wagons. These were 

a new kind of weapon. These iron war-

wagons were very strong.  

 Judah and his fighters believed that the 

iron war-wagons were too strong. They did 

not have the faith to believe that God was 

stronger. But God was with them. They had 

seen God do many amazing things. God said 

that He had given the land into Judah’s hand 

(1:2). This time, though, their fear was 

stronger than their faith. They did not pray 

and ask for help. They did not try to take the 

land that God had given them. They needed 

someone to lead them to be brave. They 

needed someone who had the faith to believe 

God. They needed someone who would 

follow and obey God. 

 

Faith Goes from One to Others 
 

(Judges 1:11-13) 
 

11 From there Judah went against the people of 

Debir. (The name of Debir was Kiriath-sepher 

before.)  

12 Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Achsah 

as a wife to the one who fights against Kiriath-

sepher and takes it.”  

13 Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 

brother, took the city. So Caleb gave him his 

daughter Achsah for a wife. 

 

 Caleb was that person that Judah and 

the people of Israel needed to lead them in 

faith to obey God. Caleb had seen Joshua’s 

faith and how he had obeyed God. God gave 

Joshua great success. Caleb had faith that God 

would continue to give His people success 

Lesson 1 ● Page 10 



when they obeyed Him. Caleb’s faith was 

stronger than his fear. 

 Caleb was also wise. If the people 

stopped obeying, he would give them a 

reason to do the right thing. He wanted to 

find a brave person who would obey God. 

Caleb promised to give his daughter as a wife 

to anyone who would fight and win the next 

city. Othniel, a brave young man from 

Caleb’s brother’s family, obeyed God and 

took that city. Othniel married Caleb’s 

daughter as promised. God later made him 

the first judge of Israel (see Judges 3:7-11).  

 Caleb had faith that was stronger than 

fear. Caleb’s faith helped Othniel to trust 

God. Othniel and those who followed him 

had faith that God would do what He 

promised. They took the city with God’s 

help. Their faith became strong enough to 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you remember a time when you were full of 
fear? What made you so afraid? What did you do 
about your fear? 
 
2. Do you remember a time when you were full of 
faith? What made you trust God and obey in faith? 
What did you do to show your faith? 
 
3. How was Caleb an example of faith to others? 
 
4. How was Caleb used by God to help the people of 
Israel? 
 
5. What can you do to help others who are full of 
fear? 

fight against their fear and win. Their faith 

was an example to others. 

 

Faith Becomes Strong 
 

(Judges 1:20) 
 

20 They gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had 

promised, and he drove out the three sons of 

Anak.  

  

 Caleb was an example of great faith to 

the people of Israel. But he was not a Jew by 

birth. Caleb’s family came from the family of 

Esau who had lived hundreds of years earlier. 

Esau was the twin brother of Jacob, and their 

father was Isaac. The families of these two 

brothers had been enemies for a long time. But 

Caleb’s family had chosen to join Moses and 

the people of Israel sometime after they left 

Egypt. Caleb and his family chose to believe 

in the One True God. He had helped Moses 

and Joshua decide to follow God to this 

special land (see Numbers 14:6-9).  

 Now as the leader of Israel, Caleb was 

an example of great courage. He led his group 

to drive away the three sons of Anak. He 

obeyed God. The three sons of Anak and their 

families were giants (Numbers 13:33). He 

could have said it was impossible. But Caleb 

trusted God and God was with him. Caleb was 

used by God to help others do the right thing. 

His faith and courage helped others to be 

brave enough to obey.  

Lesson 1 ● Page 11 



2 The Lord said, “Judah will go up. See, I have 

given the land into his hand.” 

… 8 Then the men of Judah fought against 

Jerusalem and took it. They destroyed it with 

the sword and set the city on fire.  

9 After this the men of Judah went down to fight 

against the Canaanites living in the hill country, 

in the Negev and in the plains.  

10 Judah went against the Canaanites who lived 

in Hebron. (The name of Hebron was Kiriath-

arba before.) They won the war against Sheshai 

and Ahiman and Talmai. 

11 From there Judah went against the people of 

Debir. (The name of Debir was Kiriath-sepher 

before.)  

12 Caleb said, “I will give my daughter Achsah 

as a wife to the one who fights against Kiriath-

sepher and takes it.”  

13 Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 

brother, took the city. So Caleb gave him his 

daughter Achsah for a wife. 

… 19 The Lord was with Judah. They took the 

hill country for their own. They could not drive 

out the people living in the valley, because they 

had iron war-wagons.  

20 They gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had 

promised, and he drove out the three sons of 

Anak.  

Things to Remember 

 The story of Caleb’s faith can also help 

us to trust God. We can love and follow God 

with all our hearts the way Caleb did. We can 

be brave and conquer our fear. We can obey 

God by doing what God has given us to do. 

We can trust God for things that look 

impossible to us. God’s Word tells us: “For 

God can do all things” (Luke 1:37). We can 

be strong and have strength of heart when we 

know that God is with us! 

 Hundreds of years after Caleb and 

Othniel lived, God sent Jesus to pay for their 

sins and for ours. Our trust and faith in God 

was made perfect when He sent Jesus. “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only 

Son. Whoever puts his trust in God’s Son will 

not be lost but will have life that lasts 

forever” (John 3:16).  

 This is the promise that God has given 

us. With this promise, we can be brave and 

not fear the future. We can be an example to 

others when we trust Jesus to save us. Fear is 

replaced by faith! We are made brave by God 

to face our fears and to go and tell others 

about Jesus! 

 
____________________ 

 

Judges 1:1-2, 8-13, 19-20  

1 After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel 

asked the Lord, “Who will be first to go up and 

fight against the Canaanites for us?”  
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 Patterns are a part of life. We see them 

in nature. Winter becomes spring. Spring 

becomes summer. Summer becomes fall. Fall 

becomes winter, and it repeats year after year.  

 As I write this, I am taking care of my 

six-month-old grandson. We have patterns in 

our day. He sleeps, eats, plays, and goes back 

to sleep. This same pattern happens at least 

four times a day. He is growing and learning 

as we follow this pattern. 

 There was a pattern in the way the 

people of Israel acted. We will see this pattern  

through all the book of Judges. It is a hard 

pattern. But the people do not learn much 

Bible Text 
Judges 2:11-12, 15-16, 18-19; 3:5-7, 9-11  

 
Memory Verse 

“’Have no gods other than me.” (Exodus 20:3) 
 

Word List 
culture: a group of people’s beliefs and ways of 
doing things 
patterns: the repeated way in which something is 
done or happens 

from it. We know this because they repeated 

their actions again and again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The pattern started with sin. Sin is 

when people disobey God. The people of 

Israel wanted to live their lives their way, not 

God’s way. They worshipped other gods and 

did many wrong things. God warned them 

that their sin would bring suffering. But they 

kept sinning anyway. 

 Next, God did what He told them He 

would do: He let them suffer for their sins. 

Their sins brought sad events into their lives. 

Other countries came to fight them, hurt them, 

rob them, and steal their land. There was 

much suffering for many years.   

 Next, the people would be sorry for 

their sins. They cried out to the One True God 

for help. They had stopped worshipping Him, 

but now they needed His help. 

 Lastly, God would save them from 

their troubles. He heard their cries for help 

and sent a judge to help them. God would be 

with the judge and help that person end the 

suffering. Sadly, when that judge died, the 

people would go back to their sinning. And 

the pattern would begin again.   

  Sin 

Saved Suffering  

 Sorry  



Sin, Suffering, Sorry, and Saved 

 (Judges 2:11-12, 15-16) 

11 Then the people of Israel sinned in the eyes 

of the Lord. They served the Baals, the gods of 

the Canaanites.  

12 They turned away from the Lord, the God of 

their fathers, Who had brought them out of the 

land of Egypt. They followed other gods of the 

nations around them, and worshiped them. So 

they made the Lord angry.  
 

...15 The Lord punished them everywhere they 

went. The Lord did what He had told them and 

promised them He would do. The people were 

very troubled. 

16 Then the Lord gave them special men to 

judge between what was right or wrong. These 

men saved them from those who robbed them.  

 

 The pattern began when the people 

began to sin when they served, followed, and 

worshipped other gods. These were idols and 

not the God who saved them from slavery in 

Egypt. They turned away from the God of 

their fathers, the One who loved them. They 

chose not to obey the One who brought them 

to the special land they were now living in. 

Their sins always meant they turned away 

from God.  

 This sin came with a price—suffering. 

God told them that if they turned away from 

Him and worshiped other gods, there would 

be trouble. They would be punished for their 

sin. Their sin brought suffering. 

 “If you do not keep the agreement the 

Lord your God made with you, and serve 

other gods and worship them, then the anger 

of the Lord will burn against you and you will 

be destroyed from the good land He has given 

you” (Joshua 23:6). 

 They cried for help from the God who 

had helped them before. In their suffering, 

they saw their sin and were sorry. God saw 

their suffering and heard their cries.  

 Because they were sorry, God saved 

them by choosing a new leader (a judge) for 

them. These judges helped them to see what 

was right and wrong. They would lead the 

people to win battles against those who were 

hurting them. 

 

Help Sent  

(Judges 2:18-19) 

18 When the Lord gave them special men to 

judge them, the Lord was with the judge. And 

He saved them from those who hated them.  

For the Lord showed them pity because of their 

pain when others made it hard for them and 

hurt them.  

19 But when the judge died, they would turn 

again and act worse than their fathers. They 

would follow other gods and serve them and 

worship them. They would not give up their 

sinful acts or their strong wills.  
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 When God saved them, do you think 

the people worshiped Him and never again 

turned to other gods? Sadly, no. They did not. 

While the judges were living, they listened to 

these leaders sent by God. God was with the 

judges. The judges stopped the nations who 

were hurting the people of God. The pain 

ended. The suffering stopped. The people 

listened to the judges and did what was right. 

 But everything changed each time the 

judge died. They forgot their suffering and 

went back to their sinful ways. They did 

worse things than their families before them. 

The pattern repeated again. 

 

A Cause and Repeat  

(Judges 3:5-7) 

3:5 The people of Israel live among the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites. 

6 They married their daughters. They gave 

their own daughters to their sons, and they  

Things to Think About 
 

1. What was the bad pattern that the people followed 
in the time of the judges? Do you see this pattern 
today? 
 

2. Why is it so easy to put other things first in our 
lives? Do you have other gods in your life? What are 
they? 
 

3. Do you know someone whose life has been 
changed by Jesus? How is that person different? 
 

4. Will you tell others what you have learned today? 

worshiped their gods. 

7 The people of Israel did what was sinful in the 

eyes of the Lord. They forgot the Lord their God 

and served the Baals and the Asheroth.  

 

 The problem started when they did not 

obey God. God told them to take the land for 

themselves. They did not drive out the 

Canaanites who served the Baals. They did 

not drive out the many nations who followed 

other gods. They did not tell the other nations 

about the One True God that had done so 

much for them.  

 They not only lived with these people 

who worshiped other gods but they also 

married them. They were not only people 

from other nations but they became their 

family. As family, they changed their own 

culture. They changed their ways to please 

their new wives and husbands. They did not 

give the truth of God to their new families.  

 

A New Judge  

(Judges 3:9-11) 

9 But the people of Israel cried to the Lord. And 

the Lord gave the people of Israel someone 

who would save them. He gave them Othniel 

the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.  

10 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and 

he led Israel. When he went out to war, the Lord 

gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia 
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money, even family or friends. These things 

become our idols. Some people in the world 

still worship false idols or statues. In time, 

suffering comes because of our actions. When 

we finally cry out to God and say we are sorry, 

He hears us and saves us. God does not send 

us a judge because He has already sent us 

Jesus to save us.  

 Jesus paid the terrible, final price for 

our sins. He died and came alive again so that 

anyone who believes in Him will be saved. 

The good news is that because Jesus came to 

save us, we do not have to keep repeating the 

pattern. Because He died, we are saved 

forever. There is no need for God to send a 

judge. Jesus is our Judge. 

 Instead of a bad pattern that repeats, 

there is a good pattern when we become 

followers of Jesus. When we sin, we tell God 

that we are sorry. God forgives us of our sin. 

We feel His love. We learn to put God first in 

our lives, not idols. We tell others about Jesus 

so they can be saved and changed, too. 

 When we tell God we are sorry for our 

sins, we are forgiven—because of Jesus. We 

are saved—because of Jesus. Sin has lost its 

power in our lives—because of Jesus. After 

we die, we will go to live with God forever—

because of Jesus. There will be no more sin or 

suffering—because of Jesus. We will feel 

God’s love forever—because of Jesus.  

into his hand. He was stronger than Cushan-

rishathaim.  

11 The land had rest for forty years. Then 

Othniel the son of Kenaz died.  

 

 The people were suffering and crying 

out to God. God gave them their first judge, 

Othniel. This was the same Othniel who had 

listened to Caleb and obeyed God to drive out 

the nations in his area. He was much older but 

God made him strong with the Spirit of the 

Lord. He needed to be strong in the Lord. 

 He was able to lead Israel. With this 

special strength, he obeyed God and drove out 

the king of Mesopotamia. God gave him 

success as he led the people of Israel to 

follow God again. 

 Othniel was a great judge and leader. 

He taught the people well. Because of this, 

Israel had rest from the terrible pattern of sin, 

suffering, sorry, and saved. They were saved. 

They worshiped God only. They had 40 good 

years. Then Othniel died. Sadly, we know 

what will happen next. It is the pattern for the 

whole book of Judges. 

 

Things to Remember 

 The people of Israel were not the only 

people to follow this terrible pattern. People 

today follow it, too. We are all sinners. We let 

other things become more important than 

God, such as our own interests, our jobs, 
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19 But when the judge died, they would turn 

again and act worse than their fathers. They 

would follow other gods and serve them and 

worship them. They would not give up their 

sinful acts or their strong wills.  

... 

Judges 3:5 The people of Israel lived among the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites.  

6 They married their daughters. They gave their 

own daughters to their sons, and they 

worshiped their gods.  

7 The people of Israel did what was sinful in the 

eyes of the Lord. They forgot the Lord their God 

and served the Baals and the Asheroth.  
 

...9 But the people of Israel cried to the Lord. 

And the Lord gave the people of Israel someone 

who would save them. He gave them Othniel the 

son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother.  

10 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he 

led Israel. When he went out to war, the Lord 

gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia 

into his hand. He was stronger than Cushan-

rishathaim.  

11 The land had rest for forty years. Then 

Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 

 If you are a follower of Jesus, you are 

free to live the life God has planned for you.  

If you are not a follower of Jesus yet, you can 

believe in Him today. You can start living a 

new life with a good pattern of forgiveness, 

freedom, and love—because of Jesus! 

____________________ 
 

Judges 2:11-12, 15-16, 18-19; 3:5-7, 9-11 
 

Judges 2:11 Then the people of Israel sinned in 

the eyes of the Lord. They served the Baals, 

the gods of the Canaanites.  

12 They turned away from the Lord, the God of 

their fathers, Who had brought them out of the 

land of Egypt. They followed other gods of the 

nations around them, and worshiped them. So 

they made the Lord angry.  
 

...15 The Lord punished them everywhere they 

went. The Lord did what He had told them and 

promised them He would do. The people were 

very troubled. 

16 Then the Lord gave them special men to 

judge between what was right or wrong. These 

men saved them from those who robbed them. 
 

...18 When the Lord gave them special men to 

judge them, the Lord was with the judge. And 

He saved them from those who hated them. For 

the Lord showed them pity because of their 

pain when others made it hard for them and 

hurt them.  
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When I was a baby, my parents put my 

fork way off to the right side. They hoped I 

would grab it with my right hand and eat right-

handed. I always reached over and grabbed it 

with my left hand. After a week, they decided 

I was left-handed. In some ways, left-handed 

people have a hard time. Many things in our 

world are made for right-handed people. It was 

hard for me to cut with scissors made for   

right-handed people. Left-handed people have 

more accidents than right-handed people.  

Today we will study a person who was 

left-handed. The Hebrew Bible says his right 

hand was “shut” and did not work. Without 

the use of his right hand, he would have been 

considered handicapped by the people of his 

day. He would not have been seen as a great 

fighter. But God used this unlikely person to 

do His will.  

God often uses unlikely people for His 

good purposes. Remember how God chose 

David, a young shepherd boy, to defeat the 

giant Goliath? David later became Israel’s 

greatest king. About 1,000 years later, God 

chose Paul, a man who hated Christians at 

first. Paul became the greatest Christian 

missionary ever. God uses ordinary people in 

amazing ways.  

The same can be said for the judges we 

will study. Some were great fighters, but most 

seemed to be ordinary people who obeyed 

God. We can learn so much from these men 

and women who lived long ago. 

 

Israel’s Sin and Punishment 

(Judges 3:12-15) 

12 The people of Israel sinned in the eyes of 

the Lord again. So the Lord gave Eglon king of 

Moab strength against Israel, because they had 

sinned in the eyes of the Lord.  

...14 The people of Israel worked for Eglon the 
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king of Moab for eighteen years.  

15 But when the people of Israel cried to the 

Lord, the Lord gave them someone to save 

them. He gave them Ehud the son of Gera, the 

Benjamite, a left-handed man. The people of 

Israel sent taxes by him to Eglon the king of 

Moab. 

 

The book of Judges is mostly the same 

story repeated with different people’s names. 

The people sinned. God allowed their 

enemies to conquer them and rule them until 

Israel cried out to God. In this case, God 

allowed Eglon, king of Moab, and his allies 

to rule the Israelites. 

Moab was a small country located to 

the southeast of Israel on the eastern coast of 

the Dead Sea. The Moabites had been 

enemies with Israel ever since the Exodus 

(see Numbers 22 and following). At this 

time, they joined armies with the nearby 

nations of Ammon and Amalek. Together, 

they beat Israel’s armies. 

For 18 years, Israel served Moab and 

King Eglon. Eventually, the people cried out 

to God. He sent a deliverer—Ehud. 

Ehud was left-handed and could not 

use his right hand. Most people were right-

handed in that day. Even today in parts of the 

Middle East, the left hand is considered 

unclean. People would have been surprised 

to think of Ehud as a leader. 

Ehud Kills the King of Moab 

(Judges 3:16-23) 

16 Ehud made a sword for himself with two 

sharp sides, almost as long as an arm. He tied it 

to the top part of his right leg, under his coat.  

17 Then he brought the taxes to Eglon king of 

Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.  

18 When Ehud had finished paying the taxes, 

he sent away the people who had carried the 

taxes.  

19 But he himself turned around at the stone 

gods of Gilgal and returned to Eglon, saying, “I 

have secret news for you, O king.” Eglon said, 

“Keep quiet.” And all who stood by him went 

away from him.  

20 Ehud came to him while Eglon was sitting 

alone in his summer room. And Ehud said, “I 

have news from God for you.” The king got up 

from his seat.  

21 Ehud put out his left hand, took the sword 

from his right leg, and pushed it into Eglon’s 

stomach. 

22 The whole sword went into his stomach and 

the fat closed over it. For he did not pull the 

sword out of his stomach. The insides of 

Eglon’s stomach ran out.  

23 Then Ehud went out the back way. He closed 

the doors of the summer room behind him, and 

locked them.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What area in your life do you feel weak or limited? 
How can God use that weakness to accomplish His 
will? 
 

2. Do you wait until hard times come before turning 
to the Lord or do you always try to stay close to 
God? 
 

3.  Are you waiting expectantly for the trumpet of the 

Lord? Do you respond quickly to His call? 

Ehud was selected to bring the taxes 

from the Israelites to Ehud. This seems to 

have been a position of trust. The Bible does 

not say, but it is likely that the Moabites 

would not let an armed Israelite near their 

king. Since everybody used their right hand to 

hold a sword, they may have thought that 

Ehud (being left-handed) was not a danger to 

their king. They probably searched everyone, 

including Ehud. Everybody wore a sword on 

the left leg, so they did not notice Ehud’s 

sword. His homemade sword was hidden on 

his right leg under his coat.   

Ehud was traveling with other Israelites 

who helped him bring the taxes to King 

Eglon. As they were all leaving the city, Ehud 

turned around. Ehud said he had a secret 

message for the king. The king invited Ehud 

into his summer room, alone. Ehud then 

grabbed his sword, pushed it deep into the 

king’s belly, and left the sword there. He 

escaped out the back door and locked it.  

The servants seemed to think the king  

was using the toilet and left him alone for a 

while. (In the Hebrew language, a verb in 

verse 24 can mean squatting to use the toilet.) 

The servants waited and waited. Eventually, 

they unlocked the door and saw their king 

was dead. 

 

Israel Gains Peace (Judges 3:26-30) 

26 Ehud got away while they were waiting. He 

passed the stone gods and got away to Seirah.  

27 When he got there, he blew the horn in the 

hill country of Ephraim. Then the people of 

Israel went down with him from the hill 

country. Ehud went in front of them.  

28 He said to them, “Go after them. For the 

Lord has given into your hands the Moabites 

who hate you.” So they went down after him. 

They took over the crossing places of the 

Jordan beside Moab. And they did not let 

anyone cross.  

29 At that time they killed about 10,000 

Moabites, all strong men with strength of heart. 

No one got away.  

30 So Moab was crushed under the power of 

Israel that day. And the land had rest for eighty 

years. 

 

While the servants were waiting, Ehud 

made his escape. He went to the hill country 

and blew a horn. Israelites from the tribe of 

Ephraim came. He led the Israelites to war. 

They captured all of the crossing places of the 



Jordan River which were easily defended.  

Moab and most of its army were on 

the other side of the river. Ehud had just 

killed the king of Moab, so they had no 

strong leader. They could not escape across 

the river or get help from their homeland on 

the other side of the river. The Israelites were 

eager to gain their freedom, so they were 

able to defeat the Moabites. After this, Israel 

had peace for 80 years.  

 

Things to Remember 

 Ehud was left-handed. That is one of 

the few things the Bible tells us about him. 

Today, it is not a big deal to be left-handed 

or right-handed, but it was important back 

then. Not being able to fully use his right 

hand would have been hard for Ehud. But 

since Ehud’s right hand could not use a 

weapon, he was not considered a threat to 

Eglon. Not being able to use his right hand 

was a weakness, but God used that weakness 

to bring judgement on King Eglon.  

 When people saw Ehud, they probably 

felt sorry for him. But God used Ehud in a 

big way. Ehud saw an opportunity to use his 

weakness to kill the enemy king. Then Ehud 

led a military victory that freed Israel. We do 

not know if Ehud had told the people of 

Ephraim to be ready for battle. But we know 

that this was part of God’s plan. The people 

were waiting for a chance for God to give 

them a leader. Once a leader came, they 

came and fought for their freedom. 

 Our Memory Verse is from the New 

Testament. Paul had some type of trouble in 

his body that he asked God to heal. God told 

him that he (Paul) needed God more than he 

needed healing from his problem. God’s 

power works best in weak people. But what 

does this mean? Is it good to be weak? 

 Our world honors people who are 

strong, fast, beautiful, and smart. Certainly, 

God can bless their work if they turn to 

Him. But God wants to use every one of us 

for His kingdom work. He wants to use each 

of us to love others in Jesus’ name and to 

help all nations come to know Jesus as 

Savior and Lord. It does not matter if we are 

strong or smart, right-handed or left-handed.  

 At the beginning of this lesson, I said 

I am left-handed. As we have learned, Ehud 

was left-handed. But Nick Vujicic was born 

with no hands and no legs. 

Yet God uses Nick to help 

millions of people know 

God loves them and Jesus 

can be their Savior and 

Lord. He speaks all over the 

world and has written books 

about faith.  

 What the world sees as weakness, 

God uses for His good purposes — when 

we (like Ehud) turn to God. 
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Judges 3:12, 14-21, 26-30 

12 The people of Israel sinned in the eyes of 

the Lord again. So the Lord gave Eglon king of 

Moab strength against Israel, because they 

had sinned in the eyes of the Lord. 
 

...14 The people of Israel worked for Eglon the 

king of Moab for eighteen years. 

15 But when the people of Israel cried to the 

Lord, the Lord gave them someone to save 

them. He gave them Ehud the son of Gera, the 

Benjamite, a left-handed man. The people of 

Israel sent taxes by him to Eglon the king of 

Moab.  

16 Ehud made a sword for himself with two 

sharp sides, almost as long as an arm. He tied 

it to the top part of his right leg, under his 

coat.  

17 Then he brought the taxes to Eglon king of 

Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.  

18 When Ehud had finished paying the taxes, 

he sent away the people who had carried the 

taxes.  

19 But he himself turned around at the stone 

gods of Gilgal and returned to Eglon, saying, “I 

have secret news for you, O king.” Eglon said, 

“Keep quiet.” And all who stood by him went 

away from him.  

20 Ehud came to him while Eglon was sitting 

alone in his summer room. And Ehud said, “I 

have news from God for you.” The king got up 

from his seat.  

21 Ehud put out his left hand, took the sword 

from his right leg, and pushed it into Eglon’s 

stomach.  

22 The whole sword went into his stomach and 

the fat closed over it. For he did not pull the 

sword out of his stomach. The insides of 

Eglon’s stomach ran out.  

23 Then Ehud went out the back way. He 

closed the doors of the summer room behind 

him, and locked them.  
 

...26 Ehud got away while they were waiting. He 

passed the stone gods and got away to Seirah.  

27 When he got there, he blew the horn in the 

hill country of Ephraim. Then the people of 

Israel went down with him from the hill 

country. Ehud went in front of them.  

28 He said to them, “Go after them. For the 

Lord has given into your hands the Moabites 

who hate you.” So they went down after him. 

They took over the crossing places of the 

Jordan beside Moab. And they did not let 

anyone cross.  

29 At that time they killed about 10,000 

Moabites, all strong men with strength of heart. 

No one got away.  

30 So Moab was crushed under the power of 

Israel that day. And the land had rest for eighty 

years. 
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 I have never heard a sermon or a Bible 

study on Shamgar. His story is told in only 

one verse: Judges 3:31. We do not know 

much about him. But what we do know is 

amazing! He lived over 3,000 years ago but 

we are still talking about him today. The 

Bible tells us that he saved Israel.   

 There are many people mentioned in 

the Bible. We know a lot about some of their 

lives. We know very little about many others: 

Rahab (Joshua 2), Ittai the Gittite (2 Samuel 

15), Bezalel and Oholiab (Exodus 35:35). 

There are even more people whose names are 

not recorded in the Bible but whose name is 

written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 

(Revelation 21:27).  

   

Shamgar Saves Israel  

(Judges 3:31) 

31 After Ehud, Shamgar the son of Anath 

became the leader. He killed 600 Philistines 

with a stick used to push cattle, and he also 

saved Israel. 

 

 We learn from our one Scripture verse 

that Shamgar became a leader after Ehud. He 

was the son of Anath. He killed 600 

Philistines with a stick normally used to push 

cattle. And he saved Israel. 

 We can also learn a little bit more about 

the times he lived in if we look at Deborah, 

the next judge. She says that “in the days of 

Shamgar, the son of Anath…the wide roads 

were empty. Travelers walked on the side 

roads. Country towns were empty” (Judges 

5:6-7a).  

 While this does not tell us any more 

about Shamgar’s leadership, it does tell us 

something about the times. Those were 

dangerous days. It seems that no outside 

power ruled over Israel, but the roads were 
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not safe. It was not safe to travel from town 

to town. If you did travel, you would stay 

hidden and off the main roads. Thieves 

would often attack travelers, stealing their 

things, hurting or even killing them.  

Deborah also says the Israelites did not have 

many weapons or shields: “No battle-

covering or sword was seen among 40,000 in 

Israel” (Judges 5:8b).  

 What else can we find out about 

Shamgar, son of Anath? His name seems not 

to be Jewish. Scholars think his name was 

Hittite or Hurrian. Both were from an area 

that is now part of Turkey or northern Iraq. 

His father’s name, Anath, is the name of a 

Canaanite goddess of war. 

 A few cities in Israel that had been 

captured from the Canaanites were named 

after this goddess. There was a town called 

Beth-anath in Galilee, and another town 

called Beth-anoth in Judah. It is possible that 

Shamgar was from one of these two towns.  

 The Philistines were a small nation to 

the southwest of Israel, bordering the tribes 

of Judah and Dan. They were small but were 

more advanced than the other nations of the 

area. Plus, they had better weapons.  

 An oxgoad was a stick to push cattle. 

It was a common farming tool. Usually, 

oxgoads were about 8 feet (2.4 m) long and 

about two inches (5 cm) thick at the bottom. 

One end was pointed. Often, that end would 

have a metal spike. The other end of the stick 

may have a shovel-blade to clean the dirt off 

of the plow. 

 With nothing but a pointed stick, 

Shamgar was able to kill 600 Philistines and 

save Israel. He may have killed 600 Philistines 

in a single battle. Or it might have been over a 

period of time. We do not know, and we do 

not know how his victory saved Israel. 

 There are many things we do not know 

about Shamgar. But there are several things 

that we can learn from him and his life. 

 

Things to Remember 

 There is an old saying, “God doesn’t 

always call the equipped, but He will always 

equip the called.”   

 Shamgar was equipped with a pointed 

pole. The Philistines had a well-equipped 

army. The Philistines had the best weapons 

and armor in the area. It does not seem like a 

fair match to put Shamgar against the 

Philistines. We do not know if Shamgar had 

an ox or if he was a farmhand working for 

A farmer is using an oxgoad to move cattle. 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Shamgar had a pointed stick to use to serve God. 
What has God given you in order to serve Him? 
 

2. Shamgar seemed to know that God was all that he 
really needed. Is God all that you need or do you 
seek help from something else? 
 

3. Shamgar offered everything, risking his life to 
serve God. What do you offer to God? Do you risk 
everything in His service? 
 

4. What is God calling you to do for Him? 
 

5. Some people’s names are written in history, but 
the most important thing is to know your name is 
written in Jesus’ Book of Life. Is yours? 
“Nothing sinful will go into the city. No one who is 
sinful-minded or tells lies can go in. Only those 
whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life 
can go in” (Revelation 21:27). 

someone else. But God called him and what 

Shamgar had was enough. 

 God often calls those who are working 

at one thing to come and do something else. 

Moses was tending his father-in-law’s flocks 

when God told him to free the Israelites from 

slavery. David was tending his father’s sheep 

when Samuel came to honor him as the next 

king. Peter was washing his nets when Jesus 

told him to become a “fisher of men.” One 

day, it seems that Shamgar was using a stick 

to push cattle, and the next day he was using 

that stick to save Israel.  

 Shamgar was equipped with a pointed 

stick. But he was also equipped with the 

Spirit of the Lord. First Samuel 17:47 tells us 

that “the battle is the Lord’s.” Shamgar lived 

before Samuel was born, but he knew the 

same God that Samuel knew. He knew that 

“God can do all things” (Luke 1:37). 

 All that he had was a pointed stick and 

his trust in God. His trust in God and his 

desire to save Israel gave him the courage to 

face death when he fought those 600 men.        

We do not know if Shamgar was confident 

that he would survive the battle or if he was 

willing to die in service to his God and the 

people of God. Either way, he was willing to 

surrender everything for God.  

 Let us listen for God’s call in our lives. 

Even if we are in the middle of doing a job, 

let us be prepared to follow God. 
 

____________________ 

Judges 3:31  

31 After Ehud, Shamgar the son of Anath 

became the leader. He killed 600 Philistines 

with a stick used to push cattle, and he also 

saved Israel.  

 

Judges 5:1, 6-7a 

1 That day Deborah and Barak the son of 

Abinoam sang this song:  
 

...6 “In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in 

the days of Jael, the wide roads were empty. 

Travelers walked on the side roads.  

7a Country towns were empty.  
 

...8b No battle-covering or sword was seen among 

40,000 in Israel. 
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 We must be very careful how we read 

difficult Bible stories. Some people read 

today’s story and think it is about a brave 

woman and a man who was afraid. But maybe 

this story is about helping and asking for help. 

Maybe it is also about being brave enough to 

let God alone be our help. This story is full of 

things we do not expect. God often does things 

we do not expect. His ways are not our ways. 

But He will give us victory when we obey 

Him and do things His way. 

Deborah Helps Israel (Judges 4:1-5) 

1 After Ehud died, the people of Israel sinned in 

the eyes of the Lord again.  

2 So the Lord let them be taken by Jabin king of 

Canaan, who ruled in Hazor. The head of his 

army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-

hagoyim.  

3 The people of Israel cried to the Lord, for 

Jabin had 900 iron war-wagons. He made it 

very hard for the people of Israel for twenty 

years. 

4 Now Lappidoth’s wife Deborah, a woman who 

spoke for God, was judging Israel at that time.  

5 She would sit under the tree of Deborah 

between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country 

of Ephraim. And the people of Israel came to 

her to find out what was right or wrong. 

 

 Once again, the people of God sinned. 

So God let an evil nation rule over them. 

Then He called them back to Himself. It was 

always God that brought them back. It was 

always God who won the victory.  

 Jabin is another word for king. Joshua 

led an army against a king called Jabin many 

years before (Joshua 11). But Joshua did not 

completely drive out the evil people. Now, 

another Jabin was an evil king. Everyone 

feared Jabin and his men because they 

controlled the main roads (Judges 5:6-7). 
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 Jabin would not be easy to fight. He 

had 900 chariots. Israel had none. His 

soldiers were well-trained. Israel’s army was 

made up of farmers, shepherds, and shop 

keepers. Israel suffered hard times for twenty 

years. Then God did a surprising thing. He 

gave a message for His people to a woman.  

 Deborah did not call herself a judge. 

She said she was a mother (Judges 5:7). Like 

a mother, she cared for her people. She 

taught them what God said. She helped them 

know what was right and wrong. She 

devoted her time and her life to speaking for 

God. And the people knew where to find her. 

 

Barak Helps Israel  (Judges 4:6-9) 

6 She sent for Barak the son of Abinoam from 

Kedeshnaphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, 

the God of Israel, says, ‘Go to Mount Tabor. 

Take with you 10,000 men from the sons of 

Naphtali and Zebulun.  

7 I will have Sisera, the head of Jabin’s army, 

meet you at the river Kishon. He will have his 

war-wagons and his many soldiers with him. 

But I will give him into your hand.’”  

8 Then Barak said to her, “I will go if you go 

with me. But if you do not go with me, I will not 

go.”  

9 And she said, “For sure I will go with you. 

But the honor will not be yours as you go on 

your way. For the Lord will sell Sisera into the 

hands of a woman.” Then Deborah got up and 

went with Barak to Kedesh.  

 

 God told Deborah that it was time to 

fight Jabin. But Deborah was not a soldier. 

She could not lead the army. So she called 

Barak. He had to come a long way to talk to 

her. But Barak was ready to do what God said. 

He trusted God to win the battle for them. 

 We do not know why Barak wanted 

Deborah to go with him. Some readers think 

he was afraid. But Barak is listed as a man of 

faith in Hebrews 11:32. He had faith that God 

would win the battle. He led the charge 

against the enemies, and his army followed 

him. Barak was brave. 

 Deborah agreed to make the long and 

dangerous trip. But she warned Barak that 

people would give the honor to a woman 

when the battle was over. Barak did not care 

what people thought. God would get all the 

honor and glory. Barak did exactly what God 

told him to do. He marched an army of 10,000 

men to Mt. Tabor. They chased their enemies 

all the way to Sisera’s hometown.  

 

Jael Helps Israel (Judges 4:17-22)  

17 Sisera ran away on foot to the tent of Jael 

the wife of Heber the Kenite. For there was 

peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the 

family of Heber the Kenite.  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. When have you shared the Word of God with 
someone who needed to know right from wrong?  
 
2. How has God prepared you to be the one to help 
His people?  
 
3. Have you ever had to stand alone against evil? 
How did God prepare you for that task?  
 
4. Have you been careful to do things exactly as 
God commands?  

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, saying, “Come 

in, my lord. Come in to me. Do not be afraid.” 

So, he went into her tent, and she put a cover 

over him.  

19 He said to her, “Give me a little water to 

drink. For I am thirsty.” So, she opened a skin 

bag of milk and gave him a drink. Then she 

covered him.  

20 He said to her, “Stand in the door of the tent. 

If anyone comes and asks you, ‘Is there anyone 

here?’ you say, ‘No.’”  

21 But Heber’s wife Jael took a big tent nail in 

her hand and a tool to hit it with. Because 

Sisera was very tired, he went into a deep 

sleep. She went to him in secret and hit the big 

nail into the side of his head. It went through 

and into the ground. So, he died.  

22 As Barak came after Sisera, Jael came out to 

meet him. She said to him, “Come. I will show 

you the man you are looking for.” So, Barak 

went in with her, and he saw Sisera lying dead 

with the big tent nail in his head. 

 

 God won that battle. He sent rain to 

flood the river and turned the valley into a 

muddy mess (Judges 5:4-5). The chariots 

stuck in the mud. Sisera left his chariot. He 

ran away from the battle. But Barak went 

after him. 

 Sisera ran to the home of Heber. Heber 

decided he was on Jabin’s side in this battle. 

Jael did not agree with her husband. She put 

her faith in God. She decided to stop Sisera. 

 She warmly invited him to rest in her 

tent. Sisera might have been surprised 

because men never entered a woman’s tent. 

But Sisera was afraid of Barak. So he went 

inside and asked for water. Jael gave him 

milk to drink. She covered him with a warm 

blanket. He told her to watch and say that he 

was not there if anyone asked.  

 Jael was not a fighter. What could a 

woman do to help Israel? Then God gave her 

an idea. She quietly came near the sleeping 

soldier with a tent nail and a hammer. She 

quickly drove the nail into his head and killed 

him. Then Jael waited until Barak came 

looking for Sisera. 

 

Things to Remember 

 We must remember that we cannot 

defeat evil alone. Only God can win the battle 



forever. He uses us to win small battles every 

day. God used Deborah to show the people 

right and wrong. He used Barak to fight 

Jabin’s army. He used Jael to stand for right 

even when her husband disagreed. God never 

wastes anything. He prepared Deborah with 

His Word. He prepared Barak as a leader of 

men. He prepared Jael as she learned to set 

up the tents for her family. Each little thing 

in our lives is something God can use if we 

are faithful to Him. 

____________________ 

Judges 4:1-9, 17-22 

1 After Ehud died, the people of Israel sinned in 

the eyes of the Lord again.  

2 So the Lord let them be taken by Jabin king of 

Canaan, who ruled in Hazor. The head of his 

army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-

hagoyim.  

3 The people of Israel cried to the Lord, for Jabin 

had 900 iron war-wagons. He made it very hard 

for the people of Israel for twenty years. 

4 Now Lappidoth’s wife Deborah, a woman who 

spoke for God, was judging Israel at that time.  

5 She would sit under the tree of Deborah 

between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 

Ephraim. And the people of Israel came to her to 

find out what was right or wrong. 

6 She sent for Barak the son of Abinoam from 

Kedeshnaphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the 

God of Israel, says, ‘Go to Mount Tabor. Take 

with you 10,000 men from the sons of Naphtali 

and Zebulun.  

7 I will have Sisera, the head of Jabin’s army, 

meet you at the river Kishon. He will have his war-

wagons and his many soldiers with him. But I will 

give him into your hand.’”  

8 Then Barak said to her, “I will go if you go with 

me. But if you do not go with me, I will not go.”  

9 And she said, “For sure I will go with you. But 

the honor will not be yours as you go on your way. 

For the Lord will sell Sisera into the hands of a 

woman.” Then Deborah got up and went with 

Barak to Kedesh.  

... 

17 Sisera ran away on foot to the tent of Jael the 

wife of Heber the Kenite. For there was peace 

between Jabin the king of Hazor and the family of 

Heber the Kenite.  

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera, saying, “Come in, 

my lord. Come in to me. Do not be afraid.” So, he 

went into her tent, and she put a cover over him.  

19 He said to her, “Give me a little water to drink. 

For I am thirsty.” So, she opened a skin bag of 

milk and gave him a drink. Then she covered him.  

20 He said to her, “Stand in the door of the tent. If 

anyone comes and asks you, ‘Is there anyone 

here?’ you say, ‘No.’”  

21 But Heber’s wife Jael took a big tent nail in her 

hand and a tool to hit it with. Because Sisera was 

very tired, he went into a deep sleep. She went to 

him in secret and hit the big nail into the side of 

his head. It went through and into the ground. So, 

he died.  

22 As Barak came after Sisera, Jael came out to 

meet him. She said to him, “Come. I will show you 

the man you are looking for.” So, Barak went in 

with her, and he saw Sisera lying dead with the big 

tent nail in his head. 
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In 2019, the Christian Song of the Year 

began with these words, “I keep fighting 

voices in my mind that say I’m not enough.” 

Perhaps Gideon and the people of Israel would 

have written words like that. People have 

always been tempted to do things our own 

way. Then hard times come when sin ruins our 

lives. Sometimes we feel hopeless in our own 

strength. We think we are helpless.  

We all ask God “why” sometimes. We 

want to know where He is when we face hard 

times. We want to know why He does not 

rescue us. We wonder why He lets us suffer. 

The thing we need to know is that God is 

always with us. We can never go so far that 

God is not there. He is there even when we 

cannot see His hand or understand His plan. 

God’s ways do not change with time. If we 

believe what He says, we find the strength to 

obey and live for Him. 

 

Israel Did Not Listen to God  

(Judges 6:1-6) 

1 Then the people of Israel sinned in the eyes 

of the Lord. And the Lord gave them into the 

hands of Midian for seven years.  

2 Midian was stronger than Israel. Because of 

Midian the people of Israel made big caves in 

the sides of the mountains where they could 

live which were safe places for themselves.  

3 For when Israel had planted seeds, the 

Midianites and Amalekites and the people of 

the east would come and fight against them.  

4 They would set up their tents beside them 

and destroy the food of the field as far as Gaza. 

They would leave no food for Israel, and no 

sheep, cattle or donkeys.  

5 They would come with their animals and their 

tents. They were like locusts, there were so 
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many of them. There were too many of them 

and their camels to number. And they came 

into the land to destroy it.  

6 So Israel became very poor because of 

Midian. The people of Israel cried to the Lord. 

 

 God had warned Israel two hundred 

years before. He said two bad things would 

happen if they worshiped idols and did not 

follow His commands. They would be under 

the power of strangers, and their homes 

would be ruined (Deuteronomy 28). But He 

also said He would bless them if they obeyed 

Him. But the people did not listen to God’s 

warning. They did not trust God enough to 

obey Him. They did not trust His promises. 

 God did not ignore their sin. He used 

Midian to call the people back to Him. He 

wanted to teach them that blessings come 

from obedience, but sin brings ruin. The 

lesson was a hard one. Midian had more 

people than Israel had. Midian did not fight 

like other people. They planned to starve 

Israel and make them too weak to fight. This 

is called the scorched-earth plan. They 

destroyed all the homes so there was no place 

to live. Every year they burned the crops so 

there was no food to eat.  

 But the people of Israel did not return 

to God. They worshiped idols. They tried to 

live by their own strength. Every year they 

planted again. And every year Midian ruined 

the crops and land. The people of Israel dug 

caves to live in. They became poor. Finally, 

they cried out to God. 

 

God Listened to Israel  

(Judges 6:11-16) 

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat 

under the oak tree in Ophrah, which belonged 

to Joash the Abiezrite. The angel came as 

Joash’s son Gideon was beating out grain 

where grapes are crushed, to save it from the 

Midianites.  

12 The angel of the Lord showed himself to 

Gideon and said to him, “The Lord is with you, 

O powerful soldier.”  

13 Gideon said to him, “O sir, if the Lord is with 

us, why has all this happened to us? Where are 

all His powerful works which our fathers told us 

about? They said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us out 

of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has left us alone. 

He has put us under the power of Midian.”  

14 The Lord looked at him and said, “Go in this 

strength of yours. And save Israel from the 

power of Midian. Have I not sent you?”  

15 Gideon said to Him, “O Lord, how can I save 

Israel? See, my family is the least in Manasseh. 

And I am the youngest in my father’s house.”  

16 But the Lord said to him, “For sure I will be 

with you. You will destroy Midian as one man.” 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Have you been in a place of fear and hurt, hiding 
from God’s call on your life?  
 
2. Do you see yourself as God sees you? Do you 
believe what God says about you?  
 
3. Gideon has two questions: “Why, God?” and 
“Who am I?” Have you asked those questions in 
your life?  
 
4. How different would your days be if you believed 
God enough to do things His way?  

  When the people of God call out to 

Him, He always answers. First, God sent a 

man to speak for Him (Judges 6:7-10). We do 

not know this man’s name. He told the people 

what God had done for them. He told them 

how they had not done what God wanted 

them to do. He made it clear that the reason 

they were suffering was those idols and the 

sin in their lives. 

 Maybe Gideon was thinking about this 

as he tried to save a small crop of grain. He 

was down in a pit where there was no wind to 

blow the trash out of the grain. It would have 

been much easier to stand on a hill and let the 

wind blow the trash away. But Gideon was 

hiding in that pit.  

Then the angel of the Lord came to 

him. This angel was God in human form. He 

sat down under an oak tree where Gideon was 

working. This little grain crop was precious 

food for his family. No one in Gideon’s 

family helped him save this food. 

Then the Lord said, “The Lord is with 

you, O powerful soldier.” Gideon did not 

believe God was with him. And he did not 

believe that he was a powerful soldier. 

Sometimes, if we are honest, we are like 

Gideon. We ask the same two questions 

Gideon asked. 

 First, Gideon asked, “If God is with 

us, why do we suffer?” But God did not 

answer Gideon, and He does not explain 

Himself to us either. Even if God explained 

His plan to us, we would not believe it 

(Habakkuk 1:5). God’s ways are so much 

higher than our ways that we cannot 

understand them. Even if God had told 

Gideon the end of the story, Gideon would 

not have believed it.  

So, God said, “Go in this strength of 

yours.” God had made Gideon strong, but 

Gideon did not believe it. His second 

question was, “Who am I?” We all think we 

are powerless against evil. Even Moses felt 

that way (Exodus 3:11). Gideon thought that 

he was an unimportant person.  

God always surprises us. He called 

David, a shepherd boy, to be king of Israel. 

Jesus called twelve unimportant men to be 

His closest followers. He called Saul, who 

fought against God’s people. He used Saul 

to become Paul and point the Jews to Jesus. 

And today, He is still surprising us. He puts 

strength in us we do not know we have. 



Things to Remember 

 God did not directly answer Gideon’s 

questions. His answer then and now is, “For 

sure, I will be with you.” This was His 

answer to Moses, David, the first twelve 

followers, and Saul. And it is His answer to 

us today. We see ourselves as unimportant. 

God sees us as important enough to send His 

Son to die for us. We see ourselves as weak. 

God sees us as strong in the strength of the 

Lord. We see ourselves as sinful and 

unworthy. God has forgiven us and wants to 

use us to point others to Christ. 

 The victory is ours when we believe 

God. We must trust Him enough to trust His 

ways and His Word. We cannot have God’s 

blessings unless we do things His way. 

____________________  

Judges 6:1-6, 11-16 

1 Then the people of Israel sinned in the eyes 

of the Lord. And the Lord gave them into the 

hands of Midian for seven years.  

2 Midian was stronger than Israel. Because of 

Midian the people of Israel made big caves in 

the sides of the mountains where they could 

live which were safe places for themselves.  

3 For when Israel had planted seeds, the 

Midianites and Amalekites and the people of 

the east would come and fight against them.  

4 They would set up their tents beside them 

and destroy the food of the field as far as 

Gaza. They would leave no food for Israel, and 

no sheep, cattle or donkeys.  

5 They would come with their animals and 

their tents. They were like locusts, there were 

so many of them. There were too many of 

them and their camels to number. And they 

came into the land to destroy it.  

6 So Israel became very poor because of 

Midian. The people of Israel cried to the Lord.  

… 

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat 

under the oak tree in Ophrah, which belonged 

to Joash the Abiezrite. The angel came as 

Joash’s son Gideon was beating out grain 

where grapes are crushed, to save it from the 

Midianites.  

12 The angel of the Lord showed himself to 

Gideon and said to him, “The Lord is with 

you, O powerful soldier.”  

13 Gideon said to him, “O sir, if the Lord is 

with us, why has all this happened to us? 

Where are all His powerful works which our 

fathers told us about? They said, ‘Did not the 

Lord bring us out of Egypt?’ But now the 

Lord has left us alone. He has put us under 

the power of Midian.”  

14 The Lord looked at him and said, “Go in 

this strength of yours. And save Israel from 

the power of Midian. Have I not sent you?”  

15 Gideon said to Him, “O Lord, how can I 

save Israel? See, my family is the least in 

Manasseh. And I am the youngest in my 

father’s house.”  

16 But the Lord said to him, “For sure I will 

be with you. You will destroy Midian as one 

man.”  
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 Many of us know how hard it is to live 

for God in a family of unbelievers. Some of us 

are the only ones in the family who know the 

one true God. Maybe we are afraid that our 

family members will leave this earth before 

they know Him. Just as God helped Gideon, 

He helps us to be a witness in our family and 

in the world. He makes us strong in the Lord. 

He is our peace. He is our power. He is the 

only true God. He tells us how to draw our 

family and our community closer to God by 

the way we live even when we are afraid. 

God Is Peace (Judges 6:22-24) 

22 So Gideon knew that he was the angel of the 

Lord. And he said, “I am afraid, O Lord God! 

For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face 

to face.”  

23 The Lord said to him, “Peace be with you. 

Do not be afraid. You will not die.”  

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord. 

He gave it the name, The Lord is Peace. It is 

still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites to this day. 

 

 Gideon learned the most important 

lesson of his life when the Lord spoke to him. 

He was afraid to see the Lord face to face. 

The Lord’s answer to Gideon is the Good 

News in a nutshell. Where God is, there is 

peace. There is nothing to fear. And God’s 

promise to those who believe in His Son is 

life that lasts forever. We do not need to fear 

death because of what Jesus did for us. I have 

heard people say, “Before I met Jesus, I had 

no peace. Now I have peace.” They have 

peace because Jesus Himself is our peace 

(Ephesians 2:14).   

 Having no troubles is not the reason for 

our peace. We have peace because God is 

with us. Gideon was still hiding from his 

enemies. He was still unimportant to his 

family. But he had peace because God was 

with him. He was the first person to give God 

the name “The Lord Is Peace.” 
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  God Is God and There Is No Other 

(Judges 6:25-27) 

25 That same night the Lord said to him, “Take 

your father’s bull and a second bull seven 

years old. Use them to pull down the altar of 

Baal which belongs to your father. And cut 

down the tree of the false goddess Asherah 

that is beside it.  

26 Build an altar to the Lord your God on the 

top of this strong place. Set the stones in the 

right way. Then take a second bull and give a 

burnt gift. Use the wood of the tree of the false 

goddess Asherah which you cut down.”  

27 Gideon took ten of his servants and did 

what the Lord had told him to do. But he was 

too afraid of those of his father’s house and 

the men of the city to do it during the day. So 

he did it during the night. 

 

 Gideon had to change his family 

before he could hope to change his nation. 

Gideon knew enough about God to be afraid 

to meet Him face to face. But his family 

lived among people who worshiped idols. 

They believed that Asherah was the mother 

of many gods. They thought that Baal was 

her most powerful son.  

 God had warned His people to stay 

away from idol worship. These things we 

make for ourselves have no power to bless 

us. But they do pull us away from God.  

 Gideon’s father tried to worship both 

God and these idols. The men of the city came 

to worship the idols Gideon’s father owned. 

Gideon’s father did not lead his family and his 

neighbors to God. Instead, he followed the sin 

of unbelief. 

 God told Gideon to go tear down his 

father’s idols then carefully build an altar to 

God where they had stood. Gideon was afraid 

of his father and the men of the city. So he did 

God’s work at night. He took ten men to help 

him. God told him which animals to take with 

him. God knows everything about His 

creation. And he knew which bulls He wanted 

Gideon to use. He even knew their ages.  

  

God Has Power to Change Us 

(Judges 6:28-31) 

28 When the men of the city got up early in the 

morning, they saw that the altar of Baal was 

torn down. They saw that the false goddess 

Asherah which was beside it was cut down. 

And the second bull was given on the altar 

which had been built.  

29 The men said to one another, “Who did 

this?” After they had looked around and asked, 

they were told, “Gideon the son of Joash did 

this thing.”  

30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, 

“Bring out your son, so he may die. For he has 

torn down the altar of Baal. And he has cut 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. How have you been a witness to your family?  
 
2. What are some difficult things God has asked you 
to do? How have you made a stand against sin? 
 
3. Have you asked the Holy Spirit to fill your life with 
His power? How have you experienced God’s peace 
in your life? 
 
4. What seems impossible to you? Does your family 
need God’s touch? Do you need to see yourself as 
God sees you?   

down our goddess Asherah which was beside 

it.”  

31 But Joash said to all who were gathered 

against him, “Will you fight for Baal? Will you 

save him? Whoever will fight for him will be 

put to death this morning. If he is a god, let 

him fight for himself because someone has 

torn down his altar.”  

 

 When morning came, the people saw 

that Gideon had torn down Baal and burned 

the Asherah pole. They saw God’s altar 

sitting on the ruined Baal. They must have 

noticed how carefully God’s altar was built. 

They saw that Gideon had burned a gift to 

God in the night. 

 Gideon’s father was changed by God. 

He realized that Baal is powerless. He said, 

“If (Baal) is a god, let him fight for himself.” 

He was willing to defend his son. This must 

have made the people think about it, too. 

What had Baal ever done for them? He had 

not protected them from their enemies. He 

had not been able to protect himself.  

  

God Sends His Spirit 

(Judges 6:33-34) 

33 Then all the Midianites and Amalekites and 

people of the east gathered together. They 

crossed the Jordan and set up their tents in 

the valley of Jezreel.  

34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon 

Gideon. He blew a horn and called together 

the Abiezerites to follow him.  

 

 When we stand up for God, we can 

expect the enemy to fight back. Jesus said 

the world hates us because we belong to 

Him. We cannot expect the sinful world to 

love us.  

 But when the Spirit comes on us, we 

have power. We are not brave because of 

who we are or what we have done. We are 

brave because of who God is and what He 

has done.  

 Suddenly, in the power of God’s 

Spirit, Gideon was changed. The people of 

Midian joined with two more armies. They 

gathered to fight against Israel. They thought 

Israel was weak. But when Gideon called, 

people from four tribes came together ready 

to fight for Israel and for God. 



Things to Remember 

 The idols of this world are powerless. 

God alone is God. He has all power. He has 

the right to rule all of heaven and everything 

that happens on this earth. He knows all the 

details. Nothing escapes His notice. And 

while we may feel alone, God is moving in 

the hearts of other believers around the 

world. Together we are part of God’s mighty 

army. Take a stand against the sin of this 

world. Stand up for what is right even if the 

world hates you. Be brave enough to do 

exactly what God says. See how God 

changes you and your family.  

____________________ 

Judges 6:22-31, 33-34 

22 So Gideon knew that he was the angel of the 

Lord. And he said, “I am afraid, O Lord God! For 

now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to 

face.”  

23 The Lord said to him, “Peace be with you. Do 

not be afraid. You will not die.”  

24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord. 

He gave it the name, The Lord is Peace. It is still 

in Ophrah of the Abiezrites to this day. 

25 That same night the Lord said to him, “Take 

your father’s bull and a second bull seven years 

old. Use them to pull down the altar of Baal 

which belongs to your father. And cut down the 

tree of the false goddess Asherah that is beside 

it.  

26 Build an altar to the Lord your God on the top 

of this strong place. Set the stones in the right 

way. Then take a second bull and give a burnt 

gift. Use the wood of the tree of the false 

goddess Asherah which you cut down.”  

27 Gideon took ten of his servants and did what 

the Lord had told him to do. But he was too 

afraid of those of his father’s house and the 

men of the city to do it during the day. So he did 

it during the night. 

28 When the men of the city got up early in the 

morning, they saw that the altar of Baal was torn 

down. They saw that the false goddess Asherah 

which was beside it was cut down. And the 

second bull was given on the altar which had 

been built.  

29 The men said to one another, “Who did 

this?” After they had looked around and asked, 

they were told, “Gideon the son of Joash did 

this thing.”  

30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, 

“Bring out your son, so he may die. For he has 

torn down the altar of Baal. And he has cut 

down our goddess Asherah which was beside 

it.”  

31 But Joash said to all who were gathered 

against him, “Will you fight for Baal? Will you 

save him? Whoever will fight for him will be put 

to death this morning. If he is a god, let him 

fight for himself because someone has torn 

down his altar.”  

... 

33 Then all the Midianites and Amalekites and 

people of the east gathered together. They 

crossed the Jordan and set up their tents in the 

valley of Jezreel.  

34 But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon. 

He blew a horn and called together the 

Abiezerites to follow him.  
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 A gourd is a vegetable with a hard 

shell. People make them into pretty things. But 

gourds often have problems which have to be 

worked around. Some have weak spots that 

need to be fixed or cut away. Sometimes the 

color needs to be changed. Some gourds are 

shaped strangely. A gourd artist works around 

those flaws. He makes something beautiful 

and useful out of that flawed shell.  

We often hear people make the excuse, 

“Nobody is perfect.” It is true. We are all 

flawed in some way. We all have weaknesses. 

We all make mistakes. All of us have sinned. 

We fall short of what God has planned for us. 

But we expect the people in the Bible to be 

perfect. We wonder why God includes their 

mistakes and flaws in His Word.  

Gideon was not perfect. But God calls 

flawed people. God wants us to know that He 

has plans for us even with our flaws. There 

are lessons to be learned from the mistakes 

and weaknesses of Bible leaders. We learn 

that God works around our flaws to make 

something beautiful of our lives.  

 

“As You Have Said”  

(Judges 6:36) 

36 Then Gideon said to God, “Save Israel 

through me, as You have said.” 

 

 Gideon did not see himself the way 

God saw him. He thought of himself as 

unimportant. But God thought Gideon was 

important enough to speak directly to him. No 

other judge had that blessing. Gideon doubted 

God’s choice. God had called him a mighty 

soldier. But Gideon felt weak even after he 

had torn down the idols of his family. Gideon 

was not willing to trust God enough to obey 

even when he had heard instructions from the 

Lord Himself. 
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 Six things had happened that should 

have made Gideon sure of what God said. An 

angel came to him. The Lord Himself came 

to Gideon. A gift to God was suddenly 

burned. Gideon saw his father’s heart 

changed. The Spirit of God came upon him. 

Many men came to help him.  

 Gideon knew what God had said, but 

he wanted more proof before he would obey. 

We are often like Gideon. We know God 

says for us to live pure lives. But we question 

if that pure life is for us in these times. We 

think times have changed. Why can we not 

live like we want to live in these times? But 

God’s standards have not changed. We all 

need to trust and obey. 

 

Gideon Asks for a Sign  

(Judges 6:37-40) 

37 “See, I will put wool on the floor where 

grain is crushed. If the wool is wet, and it is 

dry on the ground, I will know that You will 

save Israel through me, as You have said.”  

38 It was so. Gideon got up early the next 

morning and took the wool in his hand. 

Enough water poured from the wool to fill a 

pot.  

39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your 

anger burn against me for speaking to You 

once again. Let me make one more test with 

the wool. Let it be dry only on the wool. And 

let the ground be wet all around it.”  

40 God did so that night. For it was dry only on 

the wool. And all the ground was wet around it. 

 

 The problem with asking for a sign is 

that we are never satisfied. When God proves 

Himself to us, we always want more. Gideon’s 

problem was not that he did not know God’s 

will. His problem was that he did not want to 

do God’s will.  

 God’s Word is clear. We never need to 

wonder if we should read and memorize His 

Word. There is no question that we should tell 

others about God’s mercy and love. Giving to 

God should never be a hard decision to make. 

There is no question that our lives should be 

free from sin. God’s Word clearly tells us to 

do these things. But very often, we want God 

to do one more thing to prove to us that we 

can trust Him. Jesus said that people who want 

to see God do something special are sinful 

(Matthew 12:38-39). 

 Gideon asked God to do a pointless 

thing. He wanted a piece of wool to be wet 

when the ground around it was dry. And God 

did that simple thing so much so that a whole 

pot of water was in the wool. This could not 

have happened unless God did it. Surely, then 

Gideon would get up and do what God told 

him to do. 

 Gideon knew that it was wrong to test 



Lesson 8 ● Page 40 

Things to Think About 
 

1. Have you ever used the excuse “nobody is 
perfect” to explain your failures?  
 
2. How has God worked around your flaws to make 
something beautiful of your life? 
 
3. Have you ever asked God for a sign?  
 
4. Describe a time when God showed Himself to 
you, guided you, and used you to do His work.  

God. Moses had told the people, “Do not test 

the Lord your God…” (Deuteronomy 6:16).  

He was afraid that God would be angry with 

him for asking for another sign. So why did 

he do it? Gideon did not fully trust God. 

Hebrews tells us, “A man cannot please God 

unless he has faith” (11:6a). In 2 Corinthians, 

we read, “Our life is lived by faith. We do not 

live by what we see in front of us” (5:7). All 

of us must trust God enough to obey Him 

even when we have no proof. God does not 

have to explain His actions to us. We are to 

follow Him in faith. Sometimes He surprises 

us because His ways are far above our ways.  

 So why would God give Gideon yet 

another sign? And why would Gideon ask for 

such a pointless sign? He could have asked 

God to heal someone or feed them from 

heaven. That would have been a better sign 

that God was with them. Gideon did not need 

a piece of wool. He needed faith to obey. 

  

Things to Remember 

 But we serve an amazing God! What 

patience He has with us! What kindness to 

show Himself to flawed human beings. 

Gideon asked for a sign and God did exactly 

what Gideon asked. God’s desire to save His 

people was so great that He humbled Himself 

to perform two signs for Gideon. His gentle 

patience with doubtful Gideon touches our 

hearts. His gentle, step-by-step guidance 

comforts us. God has promised He will guide 

us. He proved it to Gideon. He is still guiding 

His people today. 

 But Gideon did some things right. 

When his faith was weak, he talked to God. 

We learn what God wants us to do through 

honest prayer. And Gideon watched to see 

what God would do. Making good decisions 

in our lives comes from our relationship with 

God. We must be quiet before God to hear 

Him speak to us. We must watch to see what 

He is doing all around us. 

 God blesses us abundantly. He has 

already told us how He wants us to live. He 

showed us in Christ Jesus just how much He 

loves us. Jesus set an example for us to 

follow. He helps us to know His will by 

knowing His Word. And God is guiding us 

even today. He wants a relationship with us 

through prayer and worship. He wants our 

lives to be changed to be like His Son. He is 

pleased when we obey Him by faith.   



Judges 6:36-40 

36 Then Gideon said to God, “Save Israel 

through me, as You have said. 

37 See, I will put wool on the floor where grain 

is crushed. If the wool is wet, and it is dry on 

the ground, I will know that You will save 

Israel through me, as You have said.”  

38 It was so. Gideon got up early the next 

morning and took the wool in his hand. 

Enough water poured from the wool to fill a 

pot.  

39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your 

anger burn against me for speaking to You 

once again. Let me make one more test with 

the wool. Let it be dry only on the wool. And 

let the ground be wet all around it.”  

40 God did so that night. For it was dry only 

on the wool. And all the ground was wet 

around it. 

____________________ 

Matthew 12:38-39 

38 Then some of the teachers of the Law and the 

proud religious law-keepers said to Jesus, 

“Teacher, we would like to have you do 

something special for us to see.”  

39 He said to them, “The sinful people of this day 

look for something special to see. There will be 

nothing special to see but the powerful works of 

the early preacher Jonah.” 

Deuteronomy 6:16 

16 “Do not test the Lord your God, as you put 

Him to the test at Massah.” 

 

Matthew 4:7 

7 Jesus said to the devil, “It is written also, ‘You 

must not tempt the Lord your God.’”  

 

Hebrews 11:6 

6 A man cannot please God unless he has faith. 

Anyone who comes to God must believe that He 

is. That one must also know that God gives what 

is promised to the one who keeps on looking for 

Him.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 

7 Our life is lived by faith. We do not live by what 

we see in front of us.  

 

Romans 11:33 

33 God’s riches are so great! The things He 

knows and His wisdom are so deep! No one can 

understand His thoughts. No one can 

understand His ways.  
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 King Louis XIV became the king of 

France when he was only four years old. He 

ruled France for 72 years. He was rich, 

powerful, and self-centered. He lived in a 

palace called Versailles. King Louis XIV had 

10,000 people who lived near him. These 

people served his every wish. King Louis 

named himself The Glorious. He forced his 

people to worship him, adore him, and sing to 

him. He also called himself the Sun King. 

Louis knew the planets revolve around the 

sun. Louis wanted to be the center of the 

world’s focus and attention. God was not at 

the center of Louis’ life. Instead, Louis made 

himself the center of everything. 

 Near the end of his life, Louis planned 

his own funeral. He expected 10,000 people 

to attend. Even at his own funeral, Louis 

planned to remain the focus of the world. He 

wrote that he wanted to be buried in a gold 

casket. He wanted the whole church to be 

dark except a single candle. This candle 

would be near his casket. He planned for this 

light to draw everyone’s attention to his 

casket. Then people would be looking only at 

him. Some accounts of the Sun King’s funeral 

tell an interesting story. The religious leader 

who led the funeral did something 

unexpected. He blew out the candle. He took 

the focus off Louis’ casket. Then the religious 

leader said, “Only God is great.” 

 This religious leader was wise. Louis 

did not worship God. He thought he was 

greater than God. But only a fool does not 

recognize God’s power and authority. Louis 

did not understand the truth stated by the 

psalmist: “The fool has said in his heart, 

‘There is no God.’ They are sinful and their 

actions are sinful. There is no one who does 

good.” (Psalm 53:1) 

 The book of Judges tells about a man 

who was quite different from Louis XIV. 

Gideon knew God’s power and trusted Him. 
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Gideon worshiped God and obeyed Him 

even when he was afraid. This is the kind of 

man that God chooses. Gideon was not 

perfect. Still, God had a special plan for 

Gideon’s life. 
 

Too Many Men 

    (Judges 7:1-3)  

1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the 

people who were with him got up early and set 

up their tents beside the well of Harod. The tents 

of Midian were north of them, by the hill of 

Moreh in the valley. 

2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you 

are too many for Me to give Midian into their 

hands. Israel might say with pride, ‘Our own 

power has saved us.’  

3 So say to all the people, ‘Whoever is afraid 

and shaking with fear may leave Mount Gilead 

and return home.’” So 22,000 people returned. 

But 10,000 stayed. 

 

 It is easy to understand why a soldier 

might be fearful in battle. Fear keeps a 

soldier focused on the wrong things. Fear 

makes a soldier unprepared for battle. Fear 

spreads quickly. Military leaders know this. 

God knew this, too.  

 God chose Gideon to lead Israel’s 

army in battle against the Midianites. Gideon 

probably thought the size of his army was 

important. Most leaders would think this. But 

God knew that fear would keep Israel’s men 

from focusing on Him. Fear always distracts 

God’s people from following Him in complete 

faith.  

 God instructed Gideon to send home 

any men who were “afraid and shaking with 

fear.” Even though Gideon might not have 

understood God’s reason for this, he obeyed. 

After this announcement, 22,000 men returned 

home, while 10,000 men stayed. 

  

Still Too Many Men 

(Judges 7:4-8) 

4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still 

too many people. Bring them down to the water. I 

will test them for you there. Whoever I say is to 

go with you will go. But whoever I say is not to go 

with you will not go.”  

5 So Gideon brought the people down to the 

water. The Lord said to Gideon, “Divide every 

man who drinks the water as dogs drink with 

their tongues from every man who gets down on 

his knees to drink.”  

6 There were 300 men who drank from their hand, 

putting their hand to their mouth. But all the rest 

of the people got down on their knees to drink 

water.  

7 The Lord said to Gideon, “I will save you with 

the 300 men who drank from their hands. I will 

give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the 

others return, every man to his home.”  
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Do you know anyone who acts like King Louis 
XIV? How would your describe this person?  
 

2. Why is fear such a powerful feeling? How does it 
affect our relationship with God?  
 

3. Can you tell about a time when you were totally 
dependent on God for a victory? How did God work 
in that situation?  
 

4. Why is it hard to approach God in our fear? What 
can we learn about this from Gideon’s situation?  
 

5. How can you trust God’s promise for victory in the 
middle of the battles you face?  

8 So the 300 men took the people’s food and 

their horns. Gideon sent all the other men of 

Israel to their tents. He kept only the 300 men. 

And the tents of Midian were below him in the 

valley.  
  

 10,000 soldiers might seem like a lot. 

But the Midianite army had 135,000 men 

(Judges 8:10). Gideon was probably confused  

about God’s plan. He was probably afraid, 

too. After all, how would 10,000 men defeat 

135,000? What God told Gideon next was 

even more surprising. God told Gideon to 

send 9,700 men home. That’s right. God left 

Gideon with a small army of 300 fighting 

men. And He promised to use these 300 to 

save Israel from the Midianites. Again, 

Gideon obeyed God. 

 Why would God do such a thing? To 

most people this makes no sense. But God 

wanted to show His mighty power. He wanted 

Israel and all other nations to know of His 

power, faithfulness, and goodness. With a 

larger army, Israel might brag about their 

own strength and skill in battle. With this 

small number, Israel had to trust God and 

depend on His strength alone. 
  

Gideon Is Afraid 

(Judges 7:9-11) 

9 That same night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get 

up. Go down and fight against them at their 

tents. For I have given them into your hands.  

10 But if you are afraid to go down, go with your 

servant Purah down to their tents.  

11 You will hear what they say. Then your hands 

will become strong enough to go down and fight 

against them.” So he went with his servant 

Purah down to the side of the tents where 

soldiers were keeping watch. 

  

 Even people who trust God can grow 

fearful. Gideon did. God knew about 

Gideon’s fears and encouraged him. He told 

Gideon to go and fight the Midianites that 

same night. God promised to give Israel a 

strong victory. God said, “If you are 

afraid...go with your servant Purah to [the 

Midianite’s] tents. You will hear what they 

say. Then your hands will become strong 

enough to go down and fight.”  

 Even in the middle of his fear, God 

came to Gideon. God expects His people to 



obey and follow Him. But God also 

understands human fear and weakness. He is 

powerful and mighty, but he is also full of 

loving-kindness. He showed this to Gideon.  
   

Things to Remember 

 We face many battles in life. Some 

people battle cancer. Some battle failure. 

Some battle loss or disappointment. We may 

grow fearful. We might need encouragement. 

God wants to show His strong power in the 

middle of every battle. And God alone has 

the strong power to give His people victory.  

 Not every battle turns out the way we 

hope. Still, God’s presence gives us victory 

in the middle of the battle. This is true even 

when it might seem we have lost the fight. 

No matter the battles we face in life, our final 

enemies are sin and death.  

 Through Jesus, we can find 

forgiveness for our sin. He has taken the 

punishment for our sins. Through Jesus we 

can have life that lasts forever. “Thanks be to 

God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57, 

NIV). 

________________________ 

Judges 7:1-11 
1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the 
people who were with him got up early and set up 
their tents beside the well of Harod. The tents of 
Midian were north of them, by the hill of Moreh in 
the valley. 
2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you 

are too many for Me to give Midian into their 
hands. Israel might say with pride, ‘Our own 
power has saved us.’  
3 So say to all the people, ‘Whoever is afraid and 
shaking with fear may leave Mount Gilead and 
return home.’” So 22,000 people returned. But 
10,000 stayed. 
4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still 
too many people. Bring them down to the water. I 
will test them for you there. Whoever I say is to 
go with you will go. But whoever I say is not to 
go with you will not go.”  
5 So Gideon brought the people down to the 
water. The Lord said to Gideon, “Divide every 
man who drinks the water as dogs drink with 
their tongues from every man who gets down on 
his knees to drink.”  
6 There were 300 men who drank from their 
hand, putting their hand to their mouth. But all 
the rest of the people got down on their knees to 
drink water.  
7 The Lord said to Gideon, “I will save you with 
the 300 men who drank from their hands. I will 
give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the 
others return, every man to his home.”  
8 So the 300 men took the people’s food and 
their horns. Gideon sent all the other men of 
Israel to their tents. He kept only the 300 men. 
And the tents of Midian were below him in the 
valley. 
9 That same night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get 
up. Go down and fight against them at their 
tents. For I have given them into your hands.  
10 But if you are afraid to go down, go with your 
servant Purah down to their tents.  
11 You will hear what they say. Then your hands 
will become strong enough to go down and fight 
against them.” So he went with his servant Purah 
down to the side of the tents where soldiers were 
keeping watch. 
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 A popular Christian song by Sanctus 

Real highlights the faith of Daniel. Daniel 

showed strong faith in God when King Darius 

placed him in a den of lions. Many Christians 

admire Daniel’s faith. In fact, the Bible is full 

of people whom Christians admire. For sure, 

no person is perfect. But many people in the 

Bible set a strong example for Christians to 

follow. These men and women all showed 

important character traits God can use. 

 Christians remember the leadership of 

Moses and the loyalty of Ruth. They 

remember the strength of Samson. They also 

remember the repentance of David. 

Christians admire the loyal friendship of 

Jonathan and the wisdom of Solomon. They 

strive to model their lives after examples like 

these. 

 As for Gideon, he is known for his 

courage in battle. God commanded Gideon to 

fight an army of 135,000 Midianites with only  

300 men. It is easy to see why Gideon might 

be afraid. He could not rely on the strength 

and skill of a large army. Even though Gideon 

was fearful, he still obeyed God with great 

courage. But where did Gideon find the 

courage to fight this battle? In today’s lesson, 

we will find good reasons for Gideon’s 

courage.  

  

Gideon Needs Courage 

(Judges 7:12-14)  

12 The Midianites and Amalekites and all the 

people of the east were lying in the valley. They 

were like locusts, there were so many. Their 

camels were too many to number. They were 

like sand beside the sea, there were so many.  

13 When Gideon came, a man was telling a 

dream to his friend. The man said, “I had a 

dream. A loaf of barley bread was rolling 

toward the tents of Midian. It came to the tent 
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and hit it so it fell down. It turned it up-side-

down so the tent fell apart.”  

14 His friend answered and said, “This is 

nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son 

of Joash, a man of Israel. God has given 

Midian and all the army into his hand.” 

 

 God knew that Gideon was fearful as 

he faced the battle with the Midianites. God 

showed great kindness and patience toward 

Gideon in the middle of his fears. God came 

to Gideon. He told Gideon to visit the camp 

of the Midianites. He told Gideon to listen 

carefully to the things he would hear there.  

 Gideon took his servant Purah and did 

as God said. They arrived at the Midianites’ 

camp and saw that it was quite large. Even 

so, God led Gideon to the right place at the 

right time. Gideon heard one of the 

Midianites telling his friend about a dream. 

The man dreamed that the Midianites’ camp 

was destroyed. The man’s friend explained 

the dream. His friend said that the God of 

Israel would give victory to Gideon’s army.  

 Gideon heard this and understood what 

it meant. This brought Gideon much courage. 

Gideon bowed down and worshiped God. 

Gideon knew God was in control. God came 

to Gideon in his fear. God led Gideon to the 

man with the dream. God led Gideon there at 

the right time to hear the dream explained. 

Gideon’s courage grew stronger because of 

these things. 

  

God Gives Confidence 

(Judges 7:15-18) 

15 When Gideon heard the story of the dream 

and what it meant, he bowed down and 

worshiped God. Then he returned to the tents 

of Israel and said, “Get up! For the Lord has 

given the army of Midian into your hands.”  

16 He divided the 300 men into three groups. He 

gave horns and empty pots with fire sticks 

inside to each of them.  

17 And he said to them, “Watch me, and do 

what I do. When I come to the side of their 

tents, do as I do.  

18 I and all those with me will blow the horns. 

Then you blow the horns all around the tents, 

and say, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’” 

 

 After these things happened, Gideon no 

longer focused on his own fears. Instead, he 

focused on God’s power and control over all 

things. He returned to the men of Israel. He 

shared his confidence in God’s plan. Gideon’s 

confidence began to grow among God’s 

people. Gideon led God’s chosen army of 300 

men. He led by example. He showed them 

what to do. 

 The men might have been confused by 

God’s plan. Soldiers do not usually fight with 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Who are your favorite Bible heroes? What have 
you admired about their lives?  
 

2. What gives you courage in the middle of hard 
times?  
 

3. How can you share your confidence in God with 
someone who needs it?  
 

4. What keeps you from acting in faith like Gideon? 
What step of faith can you take in a battle you are 
facing right now? 
 

5. What reasons can you find to choose faith over 
fear?  

horns and pots and fire sticks. Soldiers usually 

fight with swords and shields and helmets. 

But the army of Israel obeyed with confidence 

in God. They chose to trust God’s plan.  

  

Gideon Has Faith 

(Judges 7:19-22) 

19 So Gideon and the 100 men who were with 

him came to the side of the tents. It was late in 

the night. Different soldiers had just come to 

keep watch. Then the men blew the horns and 

broke the pots that were in their hands.  

20 All three groups blew their horns and broke 

their pots. They held the sticks of fire in their 

left hands and horns to be blown in their right 

hands. And they called out, “A sword for the 

Lord and for Gideon!”  

21 Each man stood in his place around the 

tents. And all the Midianite army ran. They 

cried out and ran away.  

22 When the 300 horns were blown, the Lord 

made every man fight the man next to him 

among the tents. And the army ran away as far 

as Beth-shittah toward Zererah. They went as 

far as the land of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 

 

 Gideon’s confidence in God led him to 

act in faith. The army of Israel formed three 

small groups. They surrounded the camp of 

the Midianites. They blew their horns. They 

made loud noises by breaking pots. They held 

up their fire sticks. They shouted to the Lord. 

And the Midianites ran away.  

 Without God’s encouragement, Gideon 

might have given in to his own fears. He 

could have placed his faith in the army of 

Israel. He could have relied on his own ideas 

and his own wisdom. He could have led the 

men to fight in a way that made more sense to 

them. He could have led them to fight with 

strong weapons. But Gideon’s courage led 

him to choose faith over fear.  

 

Things to Remember 

 God met Gideon in the middle of his 

fear and doubts. In the same way, he will 

come to you if you seek Him. Just like 

Gideon, God knows every detail of your life. 

He knows your hopes and disappointments. 

He knows your challenges and your losses. 

He knows your strengths and your 

weaknesses. Even more, He cares about these 



things. Most importantly, God is in control. 

When we obey Him, His knowledge and 

power can work for good. We can act in faith 

when we remember God’s power and 

goodness. Follow Gideon’s example. Choose 

faith over fear. 

________________________ 

Judges 7:12-22 

12 The Midianites and Amalekites and all the 

people of the east were lying in the valley. 

They were like locusts, there were so many. 

Their camels were too many to number. They 

were like sand beside the sea, there were so 

many.  

13 When Gideon came, a man was telling a 

dream to his friend. The man said, “I had a 

dream. A loaf of barley bread was rolling 

toward the tents of Midian. It came to the tent 

and hit it so it fell down. It turned it up-side-

down so the tent fell apart.”  

14 His friend answered and said, “This is 

nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son 

of Joash, a man of Israel. God has given 

Midian and all the army into his hand.” 

15 When Gideon heard the story of the dream 

and what it meant, he bowed down and 

worshiped God. Then he returned to the tents 

of Israel and said, “Get up! For the Lord has 

given the army of Midian into your hands.”  

16 He divided the 300 men into three groups. 

He gave horns and empty pots with fire sticks 

inside to each of them.  

17 And he said to them, “Watch me, and do 

what I do. When I come to the side of their 

tents, do as I do.  

18 I and all those with me will blow the horns. 

Then you blow the horns all around the tents, 

and say, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’” 

19 So Gideon and the 100 men who were with 

him came to the side of the tents. It was late 

in the night. Different soldiers had just come 

to keep watch. Then the men blew the horns 

and broke the pots that were in their hands.  

20 All three groups blew their horns and 

broke their pots. They held the sticks of fire 

in their left hands and horns to be blown in 

their right hands. And they called out, “A 

sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”  

21 Each man stood in his place around the 

tents. And all the Midianite army ran. They 

cried out and ran away.  

22 When the 300 horns were blown, the Lord 

made every man fight the man next to him 

among the tents. And the army ran away as 

far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah. They went 

as far as the land of Abel-meholah, by 

Tabbath. 
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 In today’s culture, people are very 

focused on leadership. In fact, a quick search 

of Amazon’s website shows this is true. If you 

type leadership books into the search bar, the 

website shows over 60,000 choices. It seems 

that everyone wants to be a leader. Or at least, 

everyone wants to learn about leadership.  

 Why are people so interested in this 

topic? Leadership affects every person. Simply 

put, leadership is influence. In  some way, 

every person has a circle of influence. It 

might be on a team or with a child. It might 

be with a co-worker or in a church. It could be 

in a club, an organization, or in a job. Every 

person has some level of influence. This 

means that every person is a leader. 

 The opposite is also true. Every person 

in under the leadership of others. Sometimes 

people choose their leaders. Other times 

leaders are placed over them. There are 

leaders placed in our families, our 

workplaces, our communities, and our 

countries. Sometimes we get to help choose 

these leaders. Other times we do not want 

these leaders or like them.  

  In addition, every person allows 

certain leaders to influence their lives. People 

choose friends who influence them. Often, 

they allow famous people to influence them. 

People can also decide which religious 

leaders they will listen to.  

 For sure, leadership affects every 

person. While there are many valuable books 

on this topic, the Bible offers strong truths 

about leadership. In today’s lesson, we will 

learn about one man’s example of leadership. 

Gideon’s life shows us what a godly leader is 

like. 

 

Gideon Asks for Help 

(Judges 7:23-25)  

23 The men of Israel were called out from 
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Naphtali and Asher and all Manasseh, to go 

after Midian. 

24 Gideon sent men through all the hill 

country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down 

against Midian. Take the waters in front of 

them, as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan.” 

So all the men of Ephraim were gathered 

together. And they took the waters as far as 

Beth-barah and the Jordan.  

25 They took the two leaders of Midian, Oreb 

and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb. 

And they killed Zeeb at the place of Zeeb 

where the grapes are crushed. They went after 

Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and 

Zeeb to Gideon from the other side of the 

Jordan. 

 

 With a small army of only 300 men, 

God gave Israel victory over the Midianites.  

This small group of men surrounded the 

Midianites’ camp. Israel defeated them 

without using a single weapon (Judges 7). 

The 135,000 Midianites heard them blow 

their horns and shine their fire sticks. Then 

the Midianites ran far away. It was an 

amazing display of God’s power and might. 

 After the Midianites were defeated 

according to God’s plan, Gideon “called out” 

for help. He asked the tribes from Naphtali, 

Asher, Manasseh, and Ephraim to help him. 

As a wise leader, Gideon listened to God and 

obeyed His plan for battle. Now Gideon did 

another wise thing. He asked for help.  

 Gideon knew that God had given 

Israel’s enemy into his hands. God had won 

the battle. Now, Gideon invited others to help 

capture the Midianites as they fled. By 

inviting others into the work, he also invited 

them into God’s victory and Israel’s success. 

A wise leader looks for chances to involve 

others. But a selfish leader does not like to 

share glory and success. Strong leaders like 

Gideon see the wisdom in sharing the work 

and the rewards with others.  

 

Gideon Answers Softly 

(Judges 8:1-3) 

1 Then the men of Ephraim said to Gideon, 

“What is this you have done to us? Why did 

you not call us when you went to fight against 

Midian?” They were angry when they argued 

with him.  

2 But he said to them, “What have I done to 

compare with you? Are not the grapes that are 

left of Ephraim better than all the grapes 

gathered of Abiezer?  

3 God has given the leaders of Midian, Oreb 

and Zeeb, into your hands. What was I able to 

do to compare with you?” They were no longer 

angry when he said that. 

 When the Midianites were all captured, 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Who are the important leaders in your life? In 
what ways are you a leader to others?  
 

2. Do you think it is wise for leaders to ask for help? 
Why do you think it is hard for leaders to ask for 
help?  
 

3. Read Proverbs 15:1. Explain the meaning of this 
verse in your own words. 
 

4. Have you ever been in a situation where you were 
tempted to give up? How did you respond?  
 

5. What characteristic of Gideon’s leadership do you 
most admire?  

Gideon experienced something common to 

many leaders. With God’s help, Israel had 

seen a great victory. By working together, 

they experienced great success. After this, 

Gideon was criticized by the people of 

Ephraim. They were the last group Gideon 

asked for help. They were upset that Gideon 

did not include them earlier. They were angry 

and argued strongly against Gideon. 

 This might seem strange. After all, the 

people from Ephraim were part of Israel’s 

great success. Why would they argue? The 

Ephraimites were not focused on God’s power 

and goodness to Israel. They were not focused 

on God’s strength in this victory. Instead, they 

were focused on themselves. They wanted  

more glory. They wanted more fame. They 

were angry that they did not have a bigger 

part in things. In short, they were selfish. 

 Many leaders would argue with a group 

like this. The truth is, Gideon did not have to 

include them at all. But Gideon was different. 

He was not like other leaders. He chose to 

respond in a humble way. Gideon did not try 

to prove he was right. He did not point out 

their selfishness. Instead, Gideon gave a soft 

answer to their complaints. He honored the 

people from Ephraim. He pointed out their 

strength. He said, “What have I done to 

compare with you?” Gideon’s soft answer 

was a wise response. After this, the people 

from Ephraim stopped complaining. 

 

Gideon Keeps Going 

(Judges 8:4) 

4 Then Gideon and the 300 men with him came 

to the Jordan and crossed it. They were tired 

but they kept going.   

 Gideon faced many hard things. He 

overcame his fear. He fought a battle which 

seemed impossible to win. He led others to 

help capture Israel’s enemies. His people 

argued with him in an unfair way. Gideon 

was tired. His men were tired. But through it 

all, Gideon never quit. Gideon stayed faithful 

to complete the job God gave him.  

 It would have been easy for Gideon to 

quit. It would have been easy for him to stop 

at the Jordan River. But Gideon did not do 

what was easy. Instead, Gideon showed 

perseverance. Even in hard times, Gideon 

kept going. He led his men to do the same. 

Gideon’s perseverance in leading God’s 



people brought honor and glory to God. 

And Israel “had peace for forty years, 

during the life of Gideon” (Judges 8:28). 

Gideon’s leadership was a blessing to God 

and to all Israel. 

 

Things to Remember 

 Being a strong leader is no easy 

thing. It is easy for leaders to be selfish. It is 

easy for them to argue. It is easy for them to 

give up. But with God’s help, Gideon 

avoided all these things. Through his 

wisdom and obedience, Gideon blessed an 

entire generation of God’s people. 

 Think about Gideon’s leadership. 

What kind of leader do you want to follow? 

What kind of leader do you want to be? 

What can you learn from Gideon’s 

example? A leader like Gideon builds up 

God’s people. A leader like Gideon acts in 

humble ways. A leader like Gideon stays 

faithful to his task. How did Gideon do all 

these things? Gideon listened to God and 

obeyed Him. You can do this, too. 

____________________ 

Judges 7:23-25 

23 The men of Israel were called out from 

Naphtali and Asher and all Manasseh, to go 

after Midian. 

24 Gideon sent men through all the hill country 

of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against 

Midian. Take the waters in front of them, as far 

as Beth-barah and the Jordan.” So all the men 

of Ephraim were gathered together. And they 

took the waters as far as Beth-barah and the 

Jordan.  

25 They took the two leaders of Midian, Oreb 

and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb. 

And they killed Zeeb at the place of Zeeb where 

the grapes are crushed. They went after 

Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and 

Zeeb to Gideon from the other side of the 

Jordan. 

 

Judges 8:1-4 

1 Then the men of Ephraim said to Gideon, 

“What is this you have done to us? Why did 

you not call us when you went to fight against 

Midian?” They were angry when they argued 

with him.  

2 But he said to them, “What have I done to 

compare with you? Are not the grapes that are 

left of Ephraim better than all the grapes 

gathered of Abiezer?  

3 God has given the leaders of Midian, Oreb 

and Zeeb, into your hands. What was I able to 

do to compare with you?” They were no longer 

angry when he said that. 

4 Then Gideon and the 300 men with him came 

to the Jordan and crossed it. They were tired 

but they kept going.  
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 Do you like roller coasters? As the car 

goes up, up, up, you can feel how much effort 

it takes. Then when you get to the top, for just 

a moment, you often have a clear view of the 

area below and around you. Sometimes the 

view is so wonderful, you almost wish you 

could stay at the top. 

 Then what happens after you reach the 

top of a roller coaster? You go down fast. It 

can feel like falling. 

 In a way, the story of Gideon is like a 

roller coaster ride. It is an exciting story. We 

have seen Gideon change and grow from a 

scared man, to a man with some doubts, to a 

willing leader, and finally to a strong 

warrior. We have learned, along with 

Gideon, about fear and doubt as well as about 

trust and faith. All through this, we have seen 

God teaching and leading Gideon to be a 

great judge for the people of Israel. 

 We would be glad if the story ended 

here. We would expect Gideon and the people 

to live happily ever after. We would expect 

them to always remember God. We would 

expect them to worship God alone.  

 But there is more to the story of 

Gideon’s life, and it is not happy.  

 Just as we have learned from the 

Gideon stories about how we should act 

toward God, now we will learn how nobody 

should act toward God.   

 After the amazing victory over the 

Midianites (Judges 7), Gideon gave a gentle 

answer to the angry men from Ephraim 

(Judges 8:1-3). He showed himself to be a 

good and effective leader.  

 By trusting and obeying God, Gideon 

had reached the top as a leader and a judge of 

Israel. With God’s help, Gideon and his army 

defeated the Midianites and had peace for 40 

years (Judges 8:28). 
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 Then something changed. In Judges 

8:4-21, Gideon seems to be a different man. 

He went after the two kings of the 

Midianites. He and his men chased them 

across the Jordan River—out of the land of 

Israel—and killed them both. He killed many 

other people, too. Instead of being a calm 

leader who followed God’s orders, Gideon 

became angry, selfish and vengeful.  

 God did not tell Gideon to chase after 

the kings of Midian. Gideon started listening 

to himself instead of to God. He killed many 

people and took religious objects from their 

camels’ necks (Judges 8:21). 

 

Gideon Wants What God Wants? 

(Judges 8:22-23) 

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule 

over us, both you and your son, and your 

grandson also. For you have set us free from 

the power of Midian.”  

23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over 

you. And my son will not rule over you. The 

Lord will rule over you.”  

      

 We can understand the people of Israel 

asking Gideon to be their leader. He was 

such a strong warrior and leader, they also 

wanted his son and his grandson to continue 

leading them.  

 And we can admire Gideon for telling 

the Israelites that only the Lord would be 

their ruler. Surely this was the highest point 

in Gideon’s life and career. He had so much 

personal knowledge of God’s power and His 

care for His people. Trusting God to be their 

only ruler was what God wanted them to do. 

 

Gideon Wants More 

(Judges 8:24-27) 

24 Gideon said to them, “I only ask that each of 

you give me the gold objects you have taken to 

be worn on the ear.” (They had objects to be 

worn on the ear because they were Ishmaelites.)  

25 And they said, “For sure we will give them.” 

So they spread out a coat, and every one of them 

threw into it an object he had taken.  

26 The gold objects Gideon had asked for were 

as heavy as 1,700 pieces of gold money. He took 

the objects and purple clothing worn by the kings 

of Midian also. And he took the religious objects 

that were around the camels’ necks.  

27 Gideon made it into a holy vest and put it in 

his city, Ophrah. All Israel worshiped it there. So 

it became a trap to Gideon and those of his 

house.  

 

 The Bible does not tell us exactly what 

changed in Gideon’s mind. Right after telling 

the people that God would be their ruler, 

Gideon asked for what seemed simple and 

good: only the earrings the Israelites had taken 

from the Midianites, or Ishmaelites, they had 

just beaten in battle. The people were glad to 

give Gideon these items.  

 The earrings were a lot of gold, equal to 

1,700 pieces of gold money, or about 43 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. Can you think of some “great” people who fell into 
sin and disgrace?  
 

2. Why do you think Gideon changed so much after 
the battle with the Midianites?  
 

3. Why do you think the Bible says the holy vest that 
Gideon made became a “trap” to the people?  
 

4. What do people of faith need to do to keep from 
falling as Gideon did? 

pounds. Gideon wanted more. Gideon also 

took up the expensive clothing from the kings 

and the gold religious objects from their 

camels. Gideon took them to his hometown of 

Ophrah. Maybe the people thought Gideon 

would use these riches as payment for his 

service and leadership. And there is no reason 

to think that would be a bad thing. 

 But Gideon made a holy vest that was 

only to be used by priests in worshiping God. 

And instead of worshiping God at the place 

He had named, Gideon and all the Israelites 

worshiped the holy vest at Gideon’s home.  

 The holy vest and the way the people 

worshiped it became a trap to them. Once 

again, they became trapped in worshiping 

something or some false god instead of the 

Lord, the One True God. 

 

The End of Gideon 

(Judges 8:28-34) 

28 Midian was put under the power of the people 

of Israel. They did not lift up their heads any 

more. And the land had peace for forty years, 

during the life of Gideon. 

29 Joash’s son Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) went 

and lived in his own house.  

30 Gideon had seventy sons born to him, for he 

had many wives.  

31 The woman in Shechem who acted as his wife 

gave birth to Gideon’s son also. He was given 

the name Abimelech.  

32 Gideon the son of Joash died when he was 

very old. He was buried in the grave of his father 

Joash, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 As soon as Gideon was dead, the people of 

Israel started again to worship the false gods of 

Baal. They made Baal-berith their god.  

34 The people of Israel did not remember the 

Lord their God, Who had saved them from the 

power of all those around who hated them. 

 

  The end of Gideon’s story tells a sad 

tale. He was remembered by his name that 

linked him to the false god Baal. He had 

many wives, which was not what God wanted 

for His people. He had a son by a woman 

who was not his wife. Gideon named his son 

Abimelech, which means “my father is king.” 

Gideon and his family believed he was the 

king — not the Lord, the true King.  

 The people went right back to their old 

ways of worshiping the false gods of Baal. 

They did not remember all God had done for 

them. They just did not remember God.  

  



Things to Remember 

 Gideon’s life had so much promise. 

He began in fear, but God led him step by 

step to grow in trust and faith. At his best, 

Gideon was a great leader and warrior.  

 Then he became vengeful and selfish. 

He pulled the people’s worship away from 

the Lord and onto the holy vest. The people 

turned to Gideon as king and priest, and 

away from God.  

 All we know is that Gideon’s heart 

moved away from God. Maybe he forgot all 

that God had done for him and the Israelites. 

Maybe Gideon began to think that he, not 

God, deserved the credit for beating the 

Midianites.  

 We can only guess about why or when 

Gideon turned away from God. But each of 

us must carefully watch our own lives and 

the lives of our leaders to make sure we 

always focus on God and worship Him only. 

____________________ 

Judges 8:22-34 

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule 

over us, both you and your son, and your 

grandson also. For you have set us free from 

the power of Midian.”  

23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over 

you. And my son will not rule over you. The 

Lord will rule over you.”  

24 Gideon said to them, “I only ask that each of 

you give me the gold objects you have taken to 

be worn on the ear.” (They had objects to be 

worn on the ear because they were 

Ishmaelites.)  

25 And they said, “For sure we will give them.” 

So they spread out a coat, and every one of 

them threw into it an object he had taken.  

26 The gold objects Gideon had asked for were 

as heavy as 1,700 pieces of gold money. He 

took the objects and purple clothing worn by 

the kings of Midian also. And he took the 

religious objects that were around the camels’ 

necks.  

27 Gideon made it into a holy vest and put it in 

his city, Ophrah. All Israel worshiped it there. 

So it became a trap to Gideon and those of his 

house.  

28 Midian was put under the power of the 

people of Israel. They did not lift up their heads 

any more. And the land had peace for forty 

years, during the life of Gideon. 

29 Joash’s son Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) 

went and lived in his own house.  

30 Gideon had seventy sons born to him, for 

he had many wives.  

31 The woman in Shechem who acted as his 

wife gave birth to Gideon’s son also. He was 

given the name Abimelech.  

32 Gideon the son of Joash died when he was 

very old. He was buried in the grave of his 

father Joash, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 As soon as Gideon was dead, the people of 

Israel started again to worship the false gods 

of Baal. They made Baal-berith their god.  

34 The people of Israel did not remember the 

Lord their God, Who had saved them from the 

power of all those around who hated them. 
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 When I was in high school back in the 

1960s, it was against school rules for girls to 

wear skirts above their knees. I liked short 

skirts, and I thought I could get away with 

breaking the rule. One day, a teacher sent me 

to the principal’s office and the principal sent 

me home to change. I felt terrible, and I never 

made that mistake again. I learned the hard 

way that rules are to be followed.  

 Most adults have learned many 

important lessons in life the hard way. What 

is the hard way? It’s when we make choices 

that lead to bad results. When we do learn 

from our mistakes, we must remember and 

not make the same mistakes again.   

 As we look at the book of Judges, we 

are amazed at the way the Israelites repeated 

the same mistakes over and over again.  

 Even though the point of the book of 

Judges is that God sent help to His people 

many times, the people did not learn from 

their mistakes.  

  

The Lesson from Judges  

(Judges 2:18-19)  

18 When the Lord gave them special men to 

judge them, the Lord was with the judge. And 

He saved them from those who hated them. For 

the Lord showed them pity because of their 

pain when others made it hard for them and 

hurt them.  

19 But when the judge died, they would turn 

again and act worse than their fathers. They 

would follow other gods and serve them and 

worship them. They would not give up their 

sinful acts or their strong wills.  

  

 The stories of the 12 judges give us 

lessons and examples to follow—or to avoid. 

In this study, we have looked at the examples 
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empower: to give power to someone 
select: to choose someone or something from a 
group  
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of six judges: Caleb, Othniel, Ehud, 

Shamgar, Deborah and Gideon. The last part 

of the book of Judges includes six more 

people: Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, 

Abdon and Samuel.  

 Some of the stories of the 12 judges, 

such as Caleb or Deborah, only describe their  

faithful obedience to God. Some stories, such 

as Gideon and Samson, tell about their 

successes and also about their failures.  

 But each judge was selected, 

empowered, and guided by God to lead and 

rescue His people.  

 We have to remember, too, that the 

people of Israel were the ones who returned 

to their sinful ways over and over. Even 

though leaders are important in helping and 

guiding people, each person must choose to 

do what is right in God’s eyes.  

 

Samuel: The Last and Best Judge 

 Samson is the twelfth judge in the 

book of Judges.  The final two chapters of 

Judges are a terrible story about how the 

Israelites completely turned away from God 

and lived in a wicked and dangerous time. 

 It is not clear how long the period of 

the judges went on, but there was one final 

judge, Samuel, and his story is in the two 

books, 1 and 2 Samuel. 

 Except for Samson, the Bible does not 

tell us about the early years of the 12 judges. 

We do know about Samuel’s early years.  

 Samuel’s mother, Hannah, had not been 

blessed with children, so she prayed to God 

for a child. God answered her prayers, and 

when her son Samuel was still very young, she 

took him to the house of God and gave him to 

the Lord. (1 Samuel 1:24-28). 

 

God Calls Samuel  

(1 Samuel 3:1-11) 

1 Now the boy Samuel was working for the Lord 

with Eli. There were few words from the Lord 

given in those days, and there were not many 

special dreams.  

2 At that time Eli was lying down in his own 

place. His eyes had become weak and he could 

not see well.  

3 The lamp of God had not gone out yet. And 

Samuel was lying down in the house of the 

Lord where the special box of God was.  

4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and Samuel 

said, “Here I am.”  

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call you. Lie 

down again.” So Samuel went and lay down.  

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” So Samuel 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 

you called me.” But Eli answered, “I did not call 

you, my son. Lie down again.”  

7 Now Samuel did not know the Lord yet. And 
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Things to Think About 
 

1. What are some ways that you feel you have been 
selected, empowered and guided by God to serve 
Him?  
 
2. How can people keep their focus on God? 
 
3. Do you think people learn more from their failures 
and mistakes than they do from their successes? 
Why?  
 
4. Which of the six judges we studied do you 
remember the best? Why? .   

the Word of the Lord had not been made known 

to him.  

8 The Lord called Samuel again for the third 

time. He got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here 

I am, for you called me.” Then Eli understood 

that the Lord was calling the boy.  

9 Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down. If He calls 

you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is 

listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place. 

10 Then the Lord came and stood and called as 

He did the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 

Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is 

listening.”  

11 The Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to 

do a thing in Israel which will make both ears of 

everyone who hears it feel strange. 

 

 We can learn a lot from this little story 

about young Samuel. First, we learn that his 

mother prayed for him and made sure he was 

given to God. Everyone who has children in 

their life can pray for and help them be close 

to the Lord. 

 Second, we learn that Samuel was an 

obedient child. Of course, children and adults 

are not always as obedient as we should be. 

When we do trust and obey God, He can use 

us for His purposes. 

 Third, Samuel needed guidance in 

understanding what God wanted from him. 

His teacher, Eli, had to explain to Samuel that 

the voice he heard was from God. Sometimes 

we hear a word from God that is clear. But 

sometimes we need to ask for help to 

understand. We must pray to God to make the 

message more clear, and we can ask trusted 

Christians to help us, too. 

 Fourth, we learn that even though 

Samuel was a young boy, God chose him for 

a great work. As we saw with the adult judges 

in the book of Judges, God can and does use 

all kinds of people. He leads, guides, and 

empowers them.  

 Samuel lived to be an old man. He had 

many troubles with the people of Israel and 

with the two men he helped to become king, 

Saul and David. Samuel was faithful to God 

through his whole life. He never forgot that 

God appeared to him as a young boy. He 

never forgot that God was with him to lead 

and guide him through all his troubles.  



Things to Remember 

 Does God still select, empower, and 

lead people today? Does He do this with us? 

The answer is, yes, if we trust and obey God 

as we understand Him.  

 We may not be famous, and we may 

not feel like our work is noticeable or 

important, but we can be sure that we are 

pleasing God in our faithful service to Him.  

 We can also learn from the mistakes 

and failures of some of the judges.  They 

failed when they changed their focus from 

God to focus on themselves.  

 It can take a lifetime of learning to 

keep our eyes on the Lord, to trust and obey 

Him through all times and places. We can 

expect mistakes and failures along the way. 

 Still, we have wonderful resources to 

help us learn. We have the Bible itself, and 

pastors and teachers to help us understand 

the teaching. We have our families and 

Christian friends that learn along with us. 

Most important, we have the teachings and 

example of our Savior, Jesus Christ as well 

as the Holy Spirit to guide us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judges 2:18-19 

18 When the Lord gave them special men to 

judge them, the Lord was with the judge. And 

He saved them from those who hated them. 

For the Lord showed them pity because of 

their pain when others made it hard for them 

and hurt them.  

19 But when the judge died, they would turn 

again and act worse than their fathers. They 

would follow other gods and serve them and 

worship them. They would not give up their 

sinful acts or their strong wills.  

 

____________________ 

 

1 Samuel 3:1-11 

1 Now the boy Samuel was working for the 

Lord with Eli. There were few words from the 

Lord given in those days, and there were not 

many special dreams.  

2 At that time Eli was lying down in his own 

place. His eyes had become weak and he 

could not see well.  

3 The lamp of God had not gone out yet. And 

Samuel was lying down in the house of the 

Lord where the special box of God was.  

4 Then the Lord called Samuel, and Samuel 

said, “Here I am.”  

5 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
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called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call you. Lie 

down again.” So Samuel went and lay down.  

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” So Samuel 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 

for you called me.” But Eli answered, “I did 

not call you, my son. Lie down again.”  

7 Now Samuel did not know the Lord yet. And 

the Word of the Lord had not been made 

known to him.  

8 The Lord called Samuel again for the third 

time. He got up and went to Eli, and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 

understood that the Lord was calling the boy.  

9 Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down. If He calls 

you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant is 

listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place. 

10 Then the Lord came and stood and called 

as He did the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is 

listening.”  

11 The Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about 

to do a thing in Israel which will make both 

ears of everyone who hears it feel strange. 
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