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Vacation Bible School 
The Great Arena 

(Worship for children) 
 

Tejas Trail— 
Finding True Friendship in Jesus 
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Suggested Elements of Worship for Children 
(Entering Second through Seventh Grades) 

 
Scripture: Each day the Scripture passage chosen for the week will be read. It is important for 
children to understand the Scripture and learn how to apply the Bible truths to their everyday 
life. Departments are encouraged to review the Scripture each day.   
  
Music: Music is a powerful medium to use with children. The praise songs suggested were 
chosen because of the simplicity of the words and the message. Children are literal learners. If 
other songs are chosen, remember to find Scripture-based songs without symbolism, if possible. 
Remember to obtain permission to print the words of copyrighted songs from CCLI. Consider 
using a children’s praise team to lead each day. The children would learn the songs prior to VBS. 
Each day, they would stand at the front with the children’s minister, minister of music, or other 
leader to lead in worship. Music may also be included in each department during the large group 
time or as a separate rotation activity. The children could work on the same songs that will be 
used during the joint worship time. Sign language for key words or appropriate movement could 
be added to help the children remember the words to the songs. 
 
 
Mission Stories: Missions should be an important part of VBS. A mission story is provided for 
each session. The mission stories highlight the ministries of the Texas Baptist Men. The mission 
story may be told as a part of the corporate worship experience each day and/or as a part of the 
daily mission activity. Pictures are included in the PowerPoint. 
 
Offering: Another element of worship is bringing an offering. Children and parents need to 
understand that VBS is free and these offerings are not payment for them to attend. Consider 
designating the offering to support the ministries of the Texas Baptist Men. For more 
information on ministry needs for the TBM, visit www.tbmtx.org. If the offering may be used for 
a local mission project, explain the project so the children know where and what their offering 
will be used for. The offering may be taken during the joint worship time by older children, or 
older children could stand by the exit doors with containers. As the children are dismissed by 
grade level, they could place their offerings in the container. Create a diagram for each class, 
showing them which door to use for an exit. This will speed up the exit each day.  
 
Pledges: The pledges to the American Flag, Christian Flag, and the Bible are also important 
elements of VBS worship. Allow children in each grade to hold the flags and the Bible. Prepare a 
schedule prior to VBS indicating which departments will be responsible for leading the pledges 
for each day. The children chosen from those departments will meet with the director of VBS 
early each day to go over instructions about the pledges.   
 
Presenting the Plan of Salvation: On Day 4, the plan of salvation may be presented to the 
children. Please refer to the Joint Worship Teaching Resource: Talking to Children about 
Salvation for suggestions on presenting the plan of salvation to children. See other suggestions 
in the joint worship material for Day 4.   
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Suggested Order of Worship 
  
Processional (music as the children come in)  
Welcome and Introduction of VBS Theme 
Praise Song VBS 
Scripture  
Praise Song  
Pledges  
Prayer Song  
Mission Story 
Prayer  
Announcements  
Recessional and Offering  
  
The suggestions given are provided as a guide only. The elements of worship may be changed to 
fit your individual needs. A script of the suggested Joint Worship material is also provided in 
PowerPoint®. The words to the songs may be inserted on the appropriate screens of the 
PowerPoint® presentation if permission is granted to your church.   
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Day 1: A True Friend is Loyal in Difficult Times 
 

Slide 1: Theme of VBS  
Choose a song to play as the children are entering the worship center or show a countdown video 
dowloaded from the Internet. 
 
Welcome (Worship leader): Greet the children to the Vacation Bible School and present our 
theme, Tejas Trail—Finding True Worship in Jesus. Say, Howdi cowboys! We will have fun 
this week learning about Texas, singing, and playing while learning how to be a true friend. 
Above all, we will learn that Jesus is our best friend. 
 
Slide 2: The title for our session today is A True Friend is Loyal in Difficult Times. We will 
listen to the story of David and Jonathan. They were best of friends and had to go through 
difficult times. So, let's put our cowboy boots and hats and let's get started right now!   
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 3: Unit Bible Verse 
(Worship leader): Say, There is a very special Bible verse that tells us about the love God and 
His Son, Jesus, have for us. Because Jesus is our greatest and best friend, He did something 
incredible for us. He gave His life so we can be forgiven of our sins. (Hold a Bible open in John 
3:16). Our Bible verse for the week is found in John 3:16. It tells us of God's love for each of us. 
Let's read it together: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
(Worship leader): Explain the meaning of the Bible verse: Ask: Who this verse says God loves? 
(The world) That means that God loves everyone, including you and me. Who has God given? 
(His only Son) The word whoever means you and I—everyone! What do we have to do? What do 
we have to do? (Believe in Jesus) Let's read the Bible verse again and think about how much 
God loves us. Ask them to stand and repeat the verse with you. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
 
Pledges—Each day, the children holding the flags and the Bible will sit on the front row. During 
the song, ask the children to take their places on the platform with the flags and the Bible. 
 
Slide 4: Pledge to the American Flag 
Pledge to the American Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now stand and pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the 
flag), SALUTE (child picks up the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or 
her stomach, holding the flag with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is 
visible while all say the pledge). I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
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liberty and justice for all. When the pledge is complete, the child will lower the flag and place 
it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all the pledges have been given.  
 
Slide 5: Pledge to the Christian Flag  
Pledge to the Christian Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the 
Christian Flag. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the flag), SALUTE (child picks up 
the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or her stomach, holding the flag 
with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is visible while all say the pledge). I 
pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 
brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love. When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the flag and place it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all 
pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 6: Pledge to the Bible  
Pledge to the Bible— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the Bible, God’s holy 
word. ATTENTION (child stands with the Bible in one hand down to the side of his or her 
body), SALUTE (child lifts the Bible to waist position and holds the Bible with two hands), 
PLEDGE (child straightens arms so Bible is visible). When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the Bible and return to sit on the front row for the remainder of the service.  
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 7: Mission story  
Each day at this time, we will hear a mission story. Today, our mission story is titled, " I can 
bring help, hope, and healing to those in need". This is the motto for the Texas Baptists Men. 
This week we will share stories about some of the volunteers. The Texas Baptist Men have 
thousands of volunteers all around Texas. 
 
Slide 8: Picture of the chainsaw team 
Some volunteers use chainsaws to remove fallen trees from houses and other buildings because 
of hurricanes, storms, or tornadoes. They help people recover after natural disasters. 
 
Slide 9: Picture of a laundromat 
Another way to help is to provide warm showers and laundry services. This way people are more 
willing to listen about the love of Jesus when the voluteers share with them. 
 
Slide 10: Prayer 
Lord, thank you for the volunteers and staff of the Texas Baptist Men. We ask that you keep them 
safe and strengthened as they live on mission by serving others each day. Amen  
 
Worship Leader: (At this time, the children chosen to receive the offering should take their 
baskets and stand by the exit doors) Today as you leave, there will be children at the door with 
baskets for your offerings. This week the money that you bring each day will be given to 
__________ (Explain this ministry to the children so they will understand what their money 
will help buy).  
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Prayer Time—Thank you, God, for this first day of VBS. Thank you for all the children who 
came today. We pray that new friends will come tomorrow. Thank you for caring for us. Amen.  
  
Slide 11: VBS Theme  
Recessional and Offering:  
Play a song as the children. Dismiss the children by grade level and remind them to use the doors 
assigned to them to exit.  
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Day 2: A True Friend Helps Others Make Good Choices 
 
Slide 1: Theme of VBS  
Choose a song to play as the children are entering the worship center or show a countdown video 
dowloaded from the Internet. 
 
Slide 2:Welcome and Session Title 
(Worship leder): Howdy cowboys! Welcome to Vacation Bible School. Ask, Did you have a good 
time yesterday? How many brought a friend to VBS? Say, I am so happy to see new faces here 
today. I hope to get to know everyone. Yesterday we learned about how David and Jonathan 
remained faithful during a very difficult time. Today, the title for our session is A true friend 
helps others make good choices. You will hear (or have heard) the story of Daniel and his three 
friends. Daniel was a good influence to his friends. God wants us to be a good influence to our 
friends. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 3: Unit Bible Verse 
(Worship leader): Say, The Bible verse for our VBS also tells us about God's love. (Hold a Bible 
open in John 3:16.) Ask: Who knows where does our verse is found in the Bible? (John 3:16) 
Say, That is correct! Please, let's read it together: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
Worship leader: (Explain the meaning of the verse.) Ask, Who this verse says God loves? (All of 
us.) It does not matter how old you are, what color is your skin, if you think you are good looking 
or not, God loves you. It does not matter what you've done, God loves you. Ask, In whom do we 
have to believe according to this verse? (Jesus) Say, The verse says that we will have eternal life 
if we believe in Jesus. Eternal life means that we will live in Heaven with God for ever. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Pledges—Each day, the children holding the flags and the Bible will sit on the front row. During 
the song, ask the children to take their places on the platform with the flags and the Bible. 
 
Slide 4: Pledge to the American Flag 
Pledge to the American Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now stand and pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the 
flag), SALUTE (child picks up the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or 
her stomach, holding the flag with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is 
visible while all say the pledge). I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. When the pledge is complete, the child will lower the flag and place 
it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all the pledges have been given. 
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Slide 5: Pledge to the Christian Flag  
Pledge to the Christian Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the 
Christian Flag. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the flag), SALUTE (child picks up 
the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or her stomach, holding the flag 
with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is visible while all say the pledge). I 
pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 
brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love. When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the flag and place it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all 
pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 6: Pledge to the Bible  
Pledge to the Bible— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the Bible, God’s holy 
word. ATTENTION (child stands with the Bible in one hand down to the side of his or her 
body), SALUTE (child lifts the Bible to waist position and holds the Bible with two hands), 
PLEDGE (child straightens arms so Bible is visible). When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the Bible and return to sit on the front row for the remainder of the service. 
 
Slide 7: Mission story  
Today, our mission story is titled: I can help serve meals to those who are hungry. Today we will 
meet Terry. After a tornado or hurricane, people often don’t have electricity. That makes it really 
hard to cook anything. So, my friend Terry cooks thousands of meals for people after natural 
disasters. She uses huge ovens and skillets to cook as many as 30,000 meals a day. Can you 
imagine that? She cooks all kinds of things like fajitas and hot dogs and hamburgers and red 
beans and rice and beef stew. I bet that’s delicious! Terry is one of hundreds of TBM volunteers 
who are specifically trained to serve food during disasters. She often spends her own money and 
uses her personal vacation time to serve those in need. But she always does it with a huge smile 
and a loving heart! You can do this too! During this week, let's look for opportunities to serve 
their family and friends while eating meals. Share the following examples: "You may ask if 
anyone wants seconds, refill someone’s drink, throw away the trash, etc. (We will be talking 
about doing the dishes tomorrow.)" 
 
Slide 8-9: Pictures of volunteers cooking meals to help people recover from disasters 
 
Slide 10: Prayer 
Lord, thank you for Terry and people like her, who cook and serve food for people who need 
them. Thank you for the Texas Baptists Men. Help us serve other so they may know that Jesus 
loves them. Amen. 
 
Worship leader: (At this time, the children chosen to receive the offering should take their 
baskets and stand by the exit doors) Today as you leave, there will be children at the door with 
baskets for your offerings. This week the money that you bring each day will be given to 
__________ (Explain this ministry to the children so they will understand what their money 
will help buy). 
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Prayer Time: Thank you, God, for VBS. Thank you, God, for the children that came today. We 
pray that new friends will come tomorrow. We love you, Amen. 
 
Slide 11: VBS Theme Picture 
Recessional and Offering:  
Play a song as the children exit. Dismiss the children by grade level and remind them to use the 
doors assigned to them to exit.  
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Day 3: A True Friend Helps in Times of Trouble 
 
Slide 1: Theme of VBS  
Choose a song to play as the children are entering the worship center or show a countdown video 
dowloaded from the Internet 
  
Welcome (Worship leader): Say, Hello, everyone! If you brought a friend to VBS, stand up with 
your friend. Can you say, "Howdy"? We are so pleased to see so many new cowboys and 
cowgirls here today. 
 
Slide 2: Session Title  
Today, the title for our session is A true friend helps in times of trouble. You will hear (or have 
heard) the story of Jesus calming the storm. Jesus helped His friends in time when they were very 
scared. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 3: Unit Bible Verse 
(Worship leader): Say, God helps us when we are afraid or scared because He loves us very 
much. Our Bible verse tells us how much God loves us. Please, let's read it together. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Pledges—Each day, the children holding the flags and the Bible will sit on the front row. During 
the song, ask the children to take their places on the platform with the flags and the Bible. 
 
Slide 4: Pledge to the American Flag 
Pledge to the American Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now stand and pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the 
flag), SALUTE (child picks up the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or 
her stomach, holding the flag with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is 
visible while all say the pledge). I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. When the pledge is complete, the child will lower the flag and place 
it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all the pledges have been given. 
 
 
Slide 5: Pledge to the Christian Flag  
Pledge to the Christian Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the 
Christian Flag. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the flag), SALUTE (child picks up 
the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or her stomach, holding the flag 
with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is visible while all say the pledge). I 
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pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 
brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love. When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the flag and place it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all 
pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 6: Pledge to the Bible  
Pledge to the Bible— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the Bible, God’s holy 
word. ATTENTION (child stands with the Bible in one hand down to the side of his or her 
body), SALUTE (child lifts the Bible to waist position and holds the Bible with two hands), 
PLEDGE (child straightens arms so Bible is visible). When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the Bible and return to sit on the front row for the remainder of the service. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 7: Mission story  
Our mission story today is titled: I can clean a mess to provide hope to those in need. Did you 
know that people can use dishwashing as a way to share how Jesus can clean us from our sin? 
It’s true! Share, Today we will meet Joe. My friend Joe works with a TBM feeding team, but he 
never cooks a meal. Do you know what Joe does? He washes dishes. In fact, he loves doing it. 
He knows it’s an important job and not everyone wants to do it, so he handles it. Plus, it gives 
him a chance to visit with people, which is what he really loves to do. While everyone else is 
cooking, he visits with people and talks to them about Jesus. Joe is a great example of how to be 
a missionary. You can do this too!  
 
Slide 8: Picture of volunteers with Texas Baptist Men 
 
Slide 9: Prayer 
Thank you, Lord  for people like Joe, willing to serve others by doing dishes to have the 
opportunit to tell other about Jesus. Thank you for the ministry of the Texas Baptist Men. 
 
Worship Leader: (At this time, the children chosen to receive the offering should take their 
baskets and stand by the exit doors) Today as you leave, there will be children at the door with 
baskets for your offerings. This week the money that you bring each day will be given to 
__________ (Explain this ministry to the children so they will understand what their money 
will help buy). 
 
Prayer Time: Thank you, God, for VBS. Thank you, God, for the children who came today. 
Thank you for loving us. We love you. Amen. 
 
Slide 10: VBS Theme Picture 
Recessional and Offering:  
Play a song as the children exit. Dismiss the children by grade level and remind them to use the 
doors assigned to them to exit. 
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Day 4: Jesus is our Friend and Savior 
 

Slide 1: Theme of VBS  
Choose a song to play as the children are entering the worship center or show a countdown video 
dowloaded from the Internet. 
 
Welcome (Worship leader): Say, Welcome, friends. If you are here for the first time, please raise 
your hand and say: "Yippee!" We are happy to see you here. We have been learning about how 
to be good friends like Jesus. Today we will hear a story that tells us how much Jesus loves us.   
 
Slide 2: Session Title 
Today, the title for our session is Jesus is our Friend and Savior. John 3:16 tells us that God 
loved us so much that He sent His Only Son so we could have a life that never ends o eternal life. 
We will talk more about this life later.   
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 3: Unit Bible Verse 
(Worship leader): Say, Raise your hand if you can say our Bible verse for the VBS without 
looking at the screen. If you know the Bible verse, close your eyes and say it from memory. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
Today, after the pledges, we will hear more about this verse. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Pledges—Each day, the children holding the flags and the Bible will sit on the front row. During 
the song, ask the children to take their places on the platform with the flags and the Bible. 
 
Slide 4: Pledge to the American Flag 
Pledge to the American Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now stand and pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the 
flag), SALUTE (child picks up the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or 
her stomach, holding the flag with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is 
visible while all say the pledge). I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. When the pledge is complete, the child will lower the flag and place 
it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all the pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 5: Pledge to the Christian Flag  
Pledge to the Christian Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the 
Christian Flag. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the flag), SALUTE (child picks up 
the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or her stomach, holding the flag 
with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is visible while all say the pledge). I 



___________________________________________________________________________________________Page 13 of 20 
Vacation Bible School The Great Arena Worship Script. "Tejas Trail—Finding True Friendship in Jesus." Copyright © 2022 
BAPTISTWAY PRESS®. Not to be sold. A ministry of Texas Baptists. www.gc2press.org. These VBS materials are produced by 
GC2 PRESS. 

pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 
brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love. When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the flag and place it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all 
pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 6: Pledge to the Bible  
Pledge to the Bible— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the Bible, God’s holy 
word. ATTENTION (child stands with the Bible in one hand down to the side of his or her 
body), SALUTE (child lifts the Bible to waist position and holds the Bible with two hands), 
PLEDGE (child straightens arms so Bible is visible). When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the Bible and return to sit on the front row for the remainder of the service. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 7: Mission story  
Our story today is titled: I can serve others by removing obstacles that keep people from healing. 
Today we will meet Wendell. Wendell works with a TBM chainsaw team. When a tree falls in 
someone’s front yard or even worse on their house, he gets it out of the way. There is no tree too 
big for Wendell and his friends. They work long days so that people can move back into their 
homes. It is because of men and women like Wendell who help remove physical obstacles so 
people can hear the good news of Jesus. You can do this too! For example, we can look for 
opportunities to serve others by taking the trash at the lunch table or helping neighbors clean 
their gutters, mow, or rake their yard, help them get or return Holiday decorations from the 
attic. There are so many things you can do to bring healing to those in need. 
 
Slide 8: Picture of chainsaw team 
 
Slide 9: Prayer 
Lord, thank you for the Texas Baptist Men and people like Wendell who use their tools to help 
people recover after a hurricane or a storm. Help us help others just as the Texas Baptist Men 
do it. Amen. 
 
*Option: At this time, you may decide to share the plan of salvation with the children. Decide 
which children should remain in the worship center. You may decide that sending children 
entering second and third grades back to their classes may be best for your situation. A minister 
or director of that department could share with those children in their classroom. The younger 
children will give their offerings as they leave. Please refer to Talking to Children about 
Salvation (pages 15-17) for guidance in sharing the plan of salvation with children. 
 
After sharing the plan of salvation with the children, ask the children who would like to know 
more about becoming a Christian to come to the front. It's better not to offer an invitation 
because some children will walk down because their friends are coming. Dismiss the classes as 
you have done each day. The children taking the offering should bee at the door. Communicate 
with the teachers that someone will bring the children who have made decisions back to their 
room. Make sure to have enough adults to talk to the children at this time and record the 
decisions so a follow-up visit can take place. 



___________________________________________________________________________________________Page 14 of 20 
Vacation Bible School The Great Arena Worship Script. "Tejas Trail—Finding True Friendship in Jesus." Copyright © 2022 
BAPTISTWAY PRESS®. Not to be sold. A ministry of Texas Baptists. www.gc2press.org. These VBS materials are produced by 
GC2 PRESS. 

Today as you leave, there will be children at the door with baskets for your offerings. This week 
the money that you bring each day will be given to __________ (Explain this ministry to the 
children so they will understand what their money will help buy). 
 
Prayer Time: Thank you, God, for VBS. Thank you, God, for all the children who came today. 
Thank you for giving us never-ending life. Help us to know You better. We love You. Amen. 
 
Slide 10: VBS Theme Picture 
Recessional and Offering:  
Play a song as the children exit. Dismiss the children by grade level and remind them to use the 
doors assigned to them to exit.  
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Talking to Children about Salvation 
 

Written by: Dr. Tommy Sanders, Vice President for Academic and Graduate Programs  
at East Texas Baptist University 

Marshall, Texas 
 

Guiding children to take those first steps toward faith can be the most rewarding opportunity for 
life for both parents and teachers. The journey toward faith is filled with teachable moments. 
Influential adults and peers can answer questions, teach biblical truths, model Christian values, 
and share personal testimonies that further the child's understanding. The following information 
will prepare teachers for opportunities to talk with children about salvation. 
 
Ask Follow-Up Questions 
When a child asks a question, often the child does not know exactly what to ask. Get clarification 
before deciding how to answer the question. For example, you might say, Tell me more about 
what you are thinking. You may ask questions such as, What made you ask that question? where 
did you hear about this? Many times, the question a child asks may not be the actual question for 
which the child needs an answer. Avoid asking questions that can be answered with yes or no. 
 
Avoid Giving More Information Than Needed 
Adults are often tempted to tell all they know on a subject. When a child asks a question, answer 
only what the child is asking. Listen carefully to the child. If the child asks for more information, 
be more specific with your answers. 
 
Don't Jump to Conclusions 
A child may ask, Why did Andy get baptized? This question may be only a request for 
information, not a request for the gospel presentation. 
 
Speak in Clear and Simple Terms 
Avoid symbolic analogies and "church language" that may distract from discussion and 
understanding. Common "church language" includes words and phrases children hear only at 
church, such as "come forward," "saved," "everlasting life," "baptism," "prayer," "Holy Spirit," 
and "have Jesus come into your heart." Rather than using the phrase "accepting Jesus into your 
heart," say the words "becoming a Christian." 
 
Baptism 
Baptism is the immersion of a believed in water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
It is a picture of what Jesus did to save us—death, burial, and resurrection. Always make a 
distinction between baptism and becoming a Christian. Point out that becoming a Christian 
comes first. Someone is baptized as an outward sign that he or she has already asked Jesus to 
come into his or her life as Savior and Lord. The person is already a Christian. 
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What a Child Needs to Know about Salvation 
 

1. God loves you and has a great plan for your life (Psalm 139:13-16). 
Talk about these truths: God made the world; God made people; God made you; God wants to 
have a relationship with you. Say, Tell me one way you know God loves you. 
 
2. We have all sinned (Romans 3:23). 
Everyone must understand that he or she is separated from God because of his or her sin. Sin is 
best understood as choosing to do things our way instead of God's way. (Give examples of sin, 
such as disobedience, ungratefulness, and lying.) Ask the child, Have you ever sinned? What 
does God think about sin? Point out that everyone has sinned. 
 
3. Even though we choose to sin, God still loves us and offers to forgive us (Romans 5:8). 
Ask, How do you think it makes God feel when you sin? Focus on the fact that God loves us even 
when we sin. Say, God promised that a Savior would come who would die for all people. Do you 
know who that Savior is? Did you know that He died for you? 
 
4. Jesus died for us (John 3:16). 
Talk about John 3:16. Explain that because sin separates people from God, everyone needs a 
Savior. Say, Do you know why Jesus died? Say, Jesus loves you so much. He willingly died for 
you so you could be with God forever. To become a Christian, you must do these three things: 
admit you have sinned; believe that Jesus is God's Son; confess that Jesus is your Savior and 
Lord. 
 
Review and Follow up 
Encourage a child to tell you in his or her own words what he or she understands and believes. 
Either ask the child to repeat a prayer after you or help the child know what to say in his or her 
own prayer. After the prayer, read Romans 10:13 and remind the child that this verse is a 
promise. Jesus will be our Savior forever. 
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The ABCs of Becoming a Christian 
 
A-Admit to God you are a sinner. When you choose to do things your way instead of God's way, 
it is sin. Sin separates you from God. All people need to admit to God they have sinned and ask 
for God's forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 
 
B—Believe that Jesus is God's Son and accept God's gift of forgiveness. Jesus died on the cross 
to pay the penalty for our sin. God loves you so much that God sent His only Son to die for the 
world and for you (John 3:16). 
 
C—Confess Jesus as your Savior and Lord. When you become a Christian, you are saying that 
you want God to forgive you and that you want Jesus to be your boss (Romans 10:9-10). 
 
Prayer 
Say, If you want to talk to God about accepting Jesus as your Savior, no words are better than 
your own words. If you need a little help, you can pray like this: 
 
 God, I know that You love me and have a great plan for my life. I admit I have sinned and 

chosen to do things my way instead of Your way. I believe that Jesus is Your Son and that 
Jesus died for me. Please forgive me of my sin. As of today, Jesus is my Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Encourage the child to tell his or her parents and Sunday school teacher about asking Jesus to 
come into his or her life. 
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Day 5: A True Friend Tells Others About Jesus 
 
Slide 1: Theme of VBS  
Choose a song to play as the children are entering the worship center or show a countdown video 
dowloaded from the Internet. 
 
Welcome (Worship leader): Howdy, cowboys! What a fantastic week we've had in our Vacation 
Bible School. I've been around our ranch, and I've seen how much you are learning. God is 
pleased and I am too, about all you've been learning about Jesus, our best friend. 
 
Slide 2: Session Title 
Today, the title for our session is A true friend tells others about Jesus. In our Bible story you 
will hear (or have heard) the story about Paul telling Lydia about Jesus. We also are told to tell 
others about Jesus 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 3: Unit Bible Verse 
(Worship leader): I am sure that, by now, most of you can say our Bible verse from memory. If 
you know the Bible verse from memory, close your eyes and say it. If you still need help, you can 
repeat it with me. 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

 
I am so proud of all of you because you have learned this verse! Continue learning other verses 
from the Bible. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Pledges—Each day, the children holding the flags and the Bible will sit on the front row. During 
the song, ask the children to take their places on the platform with the flags and the Bible. 
 
Slide 4: Pledge to the American Flag 
Pledge to the American Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now stand and pledge allegiance 
to the flag of the United States of America. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the 
flag), SALUTE (child picks up the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or 
her stomach, holding the flag with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is 
visible while all say the pledge). I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. When the pledge is complete, the child will lower the flag and place 
it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all the pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 5: Pledge to the Christian Flag  
Pledge to the Christian Flag— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the 
Christian Flag. ATTENTION (child stands straight beside the flag), SALUTE (child picks up 
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the flag and places the end of the pole in the center of his or her stomach, holding the flag 
with two hands), PLEDGE (child lowers the flag so it is visible while all say the pledge). I 
pledge allegiance to the Christian flag, and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands, one 
brotherhood uniting all Christians in service and love. When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the flag and place it in the stand. The child remains standing by the flag until all 
pledges have been given. 
 
Slide 6: Pledge to the Bible  
Pledge to the Bible— (Worship leader) Say, Let us now say the pledge to the Bible, God’s holy 
word. ATTENTION (child stands with the Bible in one hand down to the side of his or her 
body), SALUTE (child lifts the Bible to waist position and holds the Bible with two hands), 
PLEDGE (child straightens arms so Bible is visible). When the pledge is complete, the child 
will lower the Bible and return to sit on the front row for the remainder of the service. 
 
(Insert the lyrics for a song here.) 
 
Slide 7: Mission story  
Today, our last story is titled: I can encourage and build others up with my words. Today we will 
meet Don. After a tornado or hurricane, your home might be a mess. That’s where my friend 
Don comes in. He and his TBM friends help rebuild homes after disasters for free. They put the 
walls back in place and make sure your home is safe and secure so you can move back in. People 
often ask, “Why would he give his own vacation time and money away to help rebuild a home for 
a complete stranger?” Don, and the many other TBM Volunteers, will tell you it is to share the 
gospel whatever we do. Did you know that people like Don are helping to change the world for 
the better everyday? Did you know that God wants to see you help change the world? You can do 
this too! 
 
This week we have met people like Terry the Feeder, Joe the Dishwasher, Wendell the 
Lumberjack, and now Don the Builder. We have learned how God can use ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things. God wants to use you so that you can do this too. WOW! Changing the 
world is hard. Let’s get to work! 
 
Slide 8: Prayer 
Lord, thanks for everything we've learned this week about the Texas Baptist Men. Thank you 
because we can learn from them to serve others so they can know about the love of Jesus. 
Amen."  
 
Worship Leader: (At this time, the children chosen to receive the offering should take their 
baskets and stand by the exit doors) Today as you leave, there will be children at the door with 
baskets for your offerings. This week the money that you bring each day will be given to 
__________ (Explain this ministry to the children so they will understand what their money 
will help buy). 
 
Prayer Time: Thank you, God, for VBS. Thank you, God, for all the children who came today. 
Thank you for sending Jesus. Help us to know You better and tell other people about You. We 
love you, Amen.  
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Slide 9: VBS Theme Picture 
Recessional and Offering:  
Play a song as the children exit. Dismiss the children by grade level and remind them to use the 
doors assigned to them to exit.  


