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How to Make the Best Use 
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide 
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.

In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to 
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Com-
ments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and 
“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a sum-
mary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage 
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures” 
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the 
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text. 

The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two 
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery 
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is 
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for 
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and 
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each 
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you pre-
pare to teach.

The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you 
sequence how you teach so as to follow the flow of how people tend to learn. 
The first major heading, “Connect with Life,” provides ideas that will help 
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the 
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions 
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater 
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major head-
ing, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to 
respond with their lives to this message.
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4  HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your 
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one 
or more of the following methods:

• In the first session of the study, brief ly overview the study by 
identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. 
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study 
Guides and on the first page of each lesson.

• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson 
will be studied.

• If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 
lessons will be studied.

• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an 
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from 
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of 
contents or on the back cover.

Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each 
lesson and save time in doing so:

1. Start early in the week before your class meets.

2. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and 
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teach-
ers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your 
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encour-
agement and preparation.

3. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and 
see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the 
study introduction to the book that is being studied.

4. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and 
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this par-
ticular lesson.
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5. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages 
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session 
can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles 
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the 
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has 
chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible translation you 
prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)

6. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
Bible Comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended 
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional, 
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and 
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each 
lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, 
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your 
Bible study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching 
Guide.

7. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these 
suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to 
accomplish the teaching aim.

8. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to 
teach so you can help your class learn best.

9. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this 
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.

10. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

Teaching Resource Items. These items are available for download for use 
in your class. These are available for $20 at www.gc2press.org. Watch for 
them in the teaching plans for each lesson. These items are selected from the 
teaching plans. They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier 
for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to download these 
teaching resource items, print them out, and copy them as needed for all 
classes within your church.
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Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional in-depth Bible Study 
comments available online. Visit our website, call 1-866-249-1799, or email 
gc2press@txb.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available for 
$30 in electronic format (PDF) from our website. Permission is granted to 
download this commentary, print it, and copy them as needed for all classes 
within your church.



7

Writers for this Teaching Guide

John Beck wrote the Bible Comments for lessons one through four. Dr. 
Beck was born and raised in Alabama. He was educated through the Baptist 
system earning the Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Samford University in 
Birmingham, Alabama, and the Master of Divinity from New Orleans Bap-
tist Seminary. John also earned the Doctor of Ministry from The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. John and his wife Sue 
currently reside in Denton, Texas where John serves as Adult Life Pastor at 
First Baptist Church. John previously served as both pastor of the First Bap-
tist Church in Childersburg, Alabama, and Forest Hills Baptist Church, also 
in Alabama. John and Sue have a daughter, Laura, who is a graduate student 
at the University of North Texas and back in Alabama, a son, Joel and his 
wife, Sarah, and two grandsons, Sam and Charlie.

Robby Barrett wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons one through four. 
Dr. Barrett has served as Minister of Education at First Baptist Church in 
Amarillo, Texas since 1996. A graduate of Hardin-Simmons University and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, he was the first graduate of the 
Doctor of Ministry program at Baylor’s George W. Truett Theological Semi-
nary. Robby previously served churches in Abilene, Lamesa, and Waco. He 
and his wife, LaVon, have two sons and four grandchildren. Robby has writ-
ten numerous teaching plans for GC2 Press.  

Zac Harrel wrote the Bible Comments for lessons five through seven. Zac 
serves as Network Missionary for the Heart of Texas Baptist Network. He 
is a graduate of Howard Payne University and Logsdon Seminary. Prior to 
serving the Heart of Texas Baptist Network, he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Gustine, Texas for eleven years. Zac and his wife Shandra have 
two children, Evahlyn and Jameson, and live in Early, Texas.                  

Emily Martin wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons five through seven. 
Emily holds a Master of Theology (Th.M.) degree from Dallas Theological 



8  HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

Seminary as well as both B.A. and M.B.A. degrees from Southern Methodist 
University. She is a semi-retired freelance writer and active community vol-
unteer. A member of Park Cities Baptist Church in Dallas, Texas since 1978, 
she recently completed seven years as a director of the church’s library. She 
and her husband live in Plano, Texas. They are parents of two married chil-
dren and grandparents to three. 

Ben Simpson wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eight through ten. 
Ben serves as the Associate Director of Spiritual Formation at George W. 
Truett Theological Seminary where he coordinates and helps to oversee the 
Spiritual Formation program. He assists in leading Truett’s Spiritual Direc-
tion Training Program and is a certified spiritual director. Ben has a B.A. 
from Baylor University, a M.A.C.E from Dallas Theological Seminary, and 
an M.A. in Religious Studies from the University of Kansas. He is ordained 
in the Baptist tradition and has served as a pastor to children, youth, and 
college students.

Craig West wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eight through ten. Dr. 
West has post-graduate degrees from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He previously 
held staff positions in churches in Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. Craig 
currently resides in West Monroe, Louisiana with his family and serves as a 
hospice chaplain and bereavement coordinator.   

David Smith wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eleven through thir-
teen plus the Easter lesson. David holds M.Div. and D.Ed.Min. degrees 
from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and an M.A. from Hebrew 
Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion. He pastors Creek Road Baptist 
Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, and maintains a writing and podcasting Min-
istry. His podcast, Daily Dose Radio, is a daily, verse-by-verse, five-minute 
study in the Psalms. He is married to Denise, and they have two adult sons 
and two grandchildren.  

Stan Granberry wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eleven through thir-
teen plus the Easter lesson. Stan is a graduate of Baylor University (B.A.) 
and George W. Truett Theological Seminary (M.Div.), both in Waco, Texas. 



Writers for this Teaching Guide 9 

Stan has served sixteen years on the staff of Texas Baptists, the last four-
teen years as Publishing Specialist for GC2 Press. He previously served as a 
missionary in France. Stan has a son and daughter in college, and a daughter 
in High School. He co-teaches an adult Sunday School class at Cliff Temple 
Baptist Church in Dallas. Stan spends his free time playing basketball, bike 
riding, and cheering on the Baylor Bears.



How Great 
Is Our God

Passing the Faith Along

A Study of Big Events in the Old Testament

How to Make the Best Use of This Issue 3

Writers for This Teaching Guide 7

 DATE OF STUDY

LESSON 1  ���������  The Way Through the Flood 12 
GENESIS 6:5-22

LESSON 2  ���������  The Results of Obedience 23 

GENESIS 22:1-18

LESSON 3  ���������  Bloom Where You’re Planted 35 

GENESIS 50:15-20

LESSON 4  ���������  Being Available to God 46 

JOSHUA 2:1-21

LESSON 5  ���������  Holy Ground 57 

JOSHUA 5:13-15; 6:1-5

LESSON 6  ���������  Sin in the Camp 67 

JOSHUA 7:6-12, 20-21

LESSON 7  ���������  Samson’s Spiritual Decline 77 

JUDGES 16:15-21

Ministry Promotions 87 

10



How Great Is Our God 11 

LESSON 8  ���������  A Man After God’s Own Heart 91 
1 SAMUEL 16:5-13

LESSON 9  ���������  Overcoming Your Giants 102 

1 SAMUEL 17:38-51

LESSON 10  ���������  A Tale of Three Kings   113 

2 SAMUEL 18:6-11

LESSON 11  ���������  Fire From Heaven 125 

1 KINGS 18:30-39

LESSON 12  ���������  Running on Empty 135 

1 KINGS 19:3-8

LESSON 13  ���������  God’s Chosen Queen 145 

ESTHER 7:3-7

EASTER  ���������  The Greatest Assignment 155 

MATTHEW 28:16-20

Prayer for This Study 165

Our Next New Study 166

How to Order More Bible Study Materials 168



lesson 1

Focal Text

Genesis 6:5-22
Background

Matthew 24:37-38; 
Hebrews 11:7; 
Genesis 9:11

The Way Through 
the Flood

MAIN IDEA

Noah’s faithfulness and righteous 
living saved humanity and preserved 
much of the animal life we have 
today.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is my faith in God strong?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that any 
time God sends judgment He always 
provides a way to escape it

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Just about everyone knows the story of Noah and the ark. Some of my first 
memories of the story involve pretty artwork that showed a happy Noah, 
smiling giraffes and hippos, and a beautiful rainbow above. Since the artwork 
was directed at children, and since its purpose was to show a merciful God 
who saved Noah and the animals from the flood, I think it was a good intro-
duction to the story.

As adults, however, we see there was much, much more to the story with 
much of it involving the difficult realities of sin, death, and destruction. In 
the greatest of contrasts, God, Himself, is light and love. God is also holy and 
just, and God will move in judgment against sin. The story of Noah and the 
ark is a presentation of that biblical truth.

What we see presented in Genesis 6:5-22 is a world completely and fully 
corrupted by sin. Everything God created as “very good” (Genesis 1:31), in-
cluding the sun, moon, stars, trees, flowers, animals, and yes, even human 
beings, were all affected by sin. Scripture goes from “very good” to the Lord 
saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become (Genesis 6:5), in 
a mere five chapters. It was because of the corruption of sin and the immea-
surable suffering that accompanied sin that God moved in judgment. God 
moved to put an end to it all.

We also see, however, God provided a way of escape. The ark was a way 
through the judgment of the flood just as the cross of Jesus is a way through 
the judgment of sin in our own lives. Accessing the way through the judg-
ment requires an act of faith.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Full Extent of Sin and God’s Response (6:5-7)

6:5. I think it is impossible to overstate the corrupting power of sin. Sin 
obviously corrupts the soul and therefore separates us from God for eterni-
ty, but sin corrupts everything else in the here and now, too. Regarding our 
minds, sin corrupts our abilities to think, to judge and discern, to understand 
right and wrong, and to know and act upon good and evil. Sin has replaced 
the glorious intimacy humanity once shared with God and one another with 
a contempt that breeds hatred and violence. One look around at our world 
today is all it takes to see the corrupting power of sin.

6:6. Sin’s corruption of humanity was also on full display in Noah’s day. Look 
at how the Bible described the full effect of sin on the human heart: “The 
Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil 
all the time” (Genesis 6:5, italics mine). Humankind’s very ability to think was 
affected. Those thoughts in turn would lead to actions of corruption: lies, 
contempt, the devaluation of life, murder, theft, oppression, racism, sexual 
sins—it was all there, along with the unimaginable suffering it caused. That 
is why Genesis 6:6 says, “The Lord regretted that he had made human beings 
on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.” So, what to do about it?

6:7. “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created…” 
(Genesis 6:7). At first glance (and through the lens of sin’s corruption) peo-
ple often criticize God’s actions. Regarding this verse, some have called God 
vindictive, angry, and reactionary. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
Please remember, too, our corrupted and limited minds cannot judge the 
eternal, holy, and perfectly just mind of God. Because of sin, our judgments 
will always be imperfect and in need of God’s holy correction. The book of Job 
is a clear reminder.

There are larger principles and truths about God that are axiomatic, and 
to which we can turn when we have questions. It is always true, for example, 
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that God loves all people. It is always true that God will judge sin. It is always 
true that God is holy and perfect in His judgments and actions. Therefore, “I 
will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created…” can only 
be an expression consistent with God’s love, holiness, and judgments. To say 
it a different way: Because of the full extent of the corruption of sin, the earth 
was on fire with evil and suffering, and God’s flood put out the fire. It hurt the 
heart of God deeply to do so—“his heart was deeply troubled”—but it was 
the most loving thing He could do.

The Account of Noah (6:8-10)

In stark contrast to the wickedness of humanity, Noah is presented as a “righ-
teous man, blameless among the people,” who “walked faithfully with God.” 
The Bible is not trying to tell us Noah was a perfect man who earned his place 
on the ark by his righteousness. I think a good way to understand Noah’s 
relationship with God is to set it alongside Abraham’s. We see, for example, 
Abraham’s relationship with God described this way in Genesis 15:6, “Abram 
believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”

Abram was asked to believe in God and to follow Him in faith. Following 
God in faith required much of Abram. He left his own country. He forsook 
all other gods. He acted upon God’s promise to make his descendants into 
a great nation even when he had no child of his own. Make the connection. 
Abram was not perfect, but he followed God in faithful obedience, and it was 
“credited to him as righteousness.” I think we can look at Noah in the same 
light. Noah’s faith in God was demonstrated in his obedience as he built the 
ark. In great contrast to the sin-sick and godless culture of his day, Noah 
stood out as a shining example of righteousness. He so ordered his life in 
obedience to God.

God’s Judgment, His Ark of Mercy, and His Covenant 
(6:11-22)

6:11-13. Beginning in verse 11, God restated His judgment against human-
ity. In these verses, we find a repetition of the brutal realities of corruption 
and violence. The human heart has been corrupted from its original glory 
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because of sin. And sin, when it has taken root in the human soul, will always 
manifest violence. It is the violence of evil in an individual soul, and it is the 
violence of evil perpetrated from one soul to another. Again, I think we can-
not overstate the suffering associated with such evil, but we can be certain 
God will judge it; He will move against it.

6:14-16. So, God tells Noah to build an ark. God gave Noah very specific 
instructions as to how the ark would be constructed, and for what purpose. 
The ark’s dimensions are as follows: 450 long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 
Just for comparison purposes, it is as long as one and a half football fields, 
wider than a six-lane highway (assuming 12 feet per lane), and over four sto-
ries high. It was a huge boat the likes of which had not been built before, 
and it was a monumental task for Noah and his family that took decades to 
complete.

For what purpose did God give the ark? To ferry Noah, his family, and 
the animals through the flood is the obvious answer, but I want to suggest 
that the ark was also a symbol of God’s mercy. Yes, the flood was a powerful 
judgment of God released upon a corrupted and violent world. The ark, how-
ever, was a demonstration of God’s loving mercies even while the flood wa-
ters raged. God’s mercy extended to Noah and his family as they continued to 
believe and obey God. Their obedience would be refreshed each and every day 
as they continued to work on the ark. The ultimate act of obedience would 
happen as they boarded the ark and God, Himself shut them in. God’s mercy 
was visible, embodied by the ark.

6:17-22. God made a promise to Noah and his family. If they would obey 
His commands to build the ark, to fill the ark with animals, supplies, and of 
course, themselves, He would deliver them from the judgment that would 
come. God’s judgment would take the lives of every human being and every 
animal, indeed, “every creature that has the breath of life in it,” would perish. 
Noah and his family and the passengers onboard the ark, however, would 
be saved. The covenant promise of God was an “if-then” promise. If Noah 
followed God in belief and faith, God would save him from the judgment to 
come. Verse 22 says it all: “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”
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Focusing on the Meaning

God will judge sin, but He always provides a merciful way out. Noah’s story 
is similar to the story of salvation every Christian has experienced. Think, 
for example, of a common man. We will call him Bill. Bill, like all people, has 
sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious expectations. Because of sin, Bill 
suffers from many personal problems. Bill’s honesty and personal integrity 
have been compromised. Bill suffers in shame. He knows he is not the man 
on the inside that he tries to show on the outside. Bill’s marriage has suf-
fered because of his sins. Bill has suffered the loss of intimacy with his wife. 
Maybe Bill has even suffered an actual act of violence. Maybe Bill, himself, 
has perpetrated such an act on another person. Perhaps he has destroyed 
the character of another through lies. On and on we could go, but the point 
is that all these sins have caused great suffering within Bill’s own life and in 
the lives of others.

Of course, God will judge Bill’s sin. “The wages of sin is death,” says the 
Bible in Romans 6:23. Because of sin, Bill will suffer an eternity away from 
God in a place called hell. Such is the eternal impact of the corruption of sin 
on the human soul.

But God, who loves Bill, has provided a merciful way out through Jesus 
Christ. Bill simply has to believe God and follow Him in faith. There are acts 
of faithful obedience Bill must do in order to access God’s mercy. Bill must 
pray a prayer of faith in which he admits he is a sinner; believes in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, as the sacrifice for his sins; believes that God raised 
Jesus from the dead; and confesses that belief to God and to others.

Can you make the connection? God moved against the sins of the world 
in Noah’s day but provided a merciful way through with the ark. Noah and his 
family could access that mercy by their faithful obedience. God will also judge 
sin in every human life but provides a merciful way through by the cross of 
Jesus Christ. All persons may access that mercy by their faithful obedience 
to God. All this reminds me of a very familiar verse of Scripture: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1. Invite class members to list the names of some great people in history. 
Several may want to do a web search on their phones or tablets. You 
could even have various pictures placed around the room of some of 
these people. Names could include Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein, 
Christopher Columbus, Leonardo DaVinci, Queen Elizabeth, Martin 
Luther King, Susan B. Anthony, Cesar Chavez, and many more. Ask, 
What was it about these people that made them great? After a few minutes 
of discussion, comment that in the coming weeks we will explore Bible 
passages and stories that demonstrate the greatness of God, which far 
surpasses the greatness of the people He created!

   Note: Depending upon the makeup of your class, you could use 
names of sports heroes, famous chefs, excellent musicians, or other 
groupings with whom your class may be familiar.

 2. To connect members more specifically to lesson 1, ask class members to 
share about a time when they were working on a project (this could be a 
craft; a building; a painting; a poem; etc.) and things got so bad they had 
to start all over. After several responses, direct participants to Genesis 
6, and note that in this passage we will see God evaluated His project 
(creation of mankind) and decided to start over.

Guide the Study

 3. Ask the class to create three groups and assign each group one of the 
following tasks (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Re-
source Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.):
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  • Group One—The Problem

   Read Genesis 6:5-12 and discuss the significance of these questions:

    ⁰ What did God see?

    ⁰ What did God say?

    ⁰ What did God feel?

  • Group Two—The Person

    Read Genesis 6:8-10, 18, 22 and discuss the significance of these 
questions:

    ⁰  What separated Noah from the others whom God planned to 
destroy?

    ⁰ What does it mean to find favor in the eyes of God?

    ⁰ What was God’s covenant with Noah? (also see 9:8-17)

  • Group Three—The Plan

   Read Genesis 6:13-21 and discuss the significance of these questions:

    ⁰ What was God’s plan?

    ⁰ What was the implication of God’s plan?

    ⁰ What was the significance of God’s plan?

   Allow groups several minutes to explore and discuss, then gather the 
class back together and ask each group to share their findings.

 4. Call attention to Genesis 6:22 and invite the class to read the verse 
aloud together several times—Noah did everything just as God command-
ed him.

 5, Read aloud the sidebar, “Three Saving Traits,” in the Study Guide. Dis-
cuss ways Noah may have lived out grace, faith, and right relationships.

 6. In contrast to the positive characteristics of Noah listed above, point 
out that the main idea of today’s lesson states, “God’s faithfulness was 
seen in the rainbow, but Noah’s failure was seen in the sin he commit-
ted after he came out of the ark.” Ask a class member to read Genesis 
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9:20-25. Note that Noah was probably 600 years old at this time, and he 
had walked with God faithfully in the past. Ask, What lessons might we 
consider from Noah’s failure? Responses could include—even the most 
godly are prone to sin; we sometimes sin after the greatest victories; 
and a lifetime of faithfulness can be blemished by a moment of sin.

Encourage Application

 7. Invite a pre-enlisted class member to share some similarities between 
the culture in Noah’s day and the culture in our day (include practices 
that would surely displease God). Then ask, Do you think God sees and 
feels the same as He did in Genesis 6?

 8. Suggest that the posture of a believer in this culture is to be different, 
holy, set apart, so God sees us like He saw Noah. We are to live out our 
faith every moment of every day!

 9. Note that sometimes the culture around us presses in. Ask, In what sit-
uation or circumstance do you need an ark, a place of shelter in God’s strong 
hand, in your life? Is my faith strong in God?

 10. Lead in prayer, asking God to strengthen class members as they live 
their faith this week. Then close by leading the class in the chorus, “How 
Great Is Our God.”

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1. Print and distribute several news articles that depict the wickedness in 
the culture around us. As members look through the articles, share this 
statement from the introduction of the Study Guide, “Wickedness is on 
the rise in our world. The reality of God is being ignored by many, and 
people live with little awareness of the painful consequences of their 
own destructive living. A secular society rarely takes seriously the fact 
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that immoral behavior negatively effects their own lives, and society 
in general.” After class discussion of the statement, comment that this 
was also the scenario in Noah’s time.

 2. Invite members to consider how wickedness makes them feel. Then ask, 
If you could make one change to the world today, what would you change? 
Share that God decided to make a monumental change in the world due 
to the wickedness and corruption of humankind.

Guide the Study

 3. Present the following lesson outline from the Study Guide:

  • An Impending Judgment (6:5-7, 11-13, 17)

  • An Exceptional Person (6:8-10, 18-22)

  • A Great God Brings Us Through Everything (6:5-9, 14-15, 17-19)

 4. Invite a class member to read Genesis 6:5-12 aloud. Ask the following 
discussion questions about an impending judgment:

  • How is mankind described by the author of Genesis?

  • Why do you think God was grieved in His heart?

  • Do you think God is grieved today?

  •  If you were writing a news story from these verses, what elements 
would you include?

 5. Follow up by presenting the following true/false statements. Invite 
group discussion.

  • God could have shown mercy and spared the people if He wanted to.

  • God’s justice called for immediate and fatal judgment.

  •  There were probably other, perhaps unnamed, righteous men besides 
Noah.

  • Noah’s family rode his coattails to avoid God’s judgment.
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 6. Read verses 8-10, 18, and 22 aloud. Invite the class to consider and list 
qualities that may have set Noah apart from the others. Call attention 
to the sidebar, “Three Saving Traits,” in the Study Guide if needed to 
start discussion.

 7. Invite a member to read aloud verses 13-21 to the group. Use the lesson 
comments in this Teaching Guide, along with other resources, to prepare 
and present a brief lecture from these verses that share the details of 
God’s impending plan. Be sure to include details such as Noah and the 
people not knowing what a flood was, God giving exact details and mea-
surements for the construction of the ark, and that God’s plan included 
a way out for Noah and his family.

 8. Ask, Why did God plan to save Noah and his family? Could God not have cre-
ated mankind once again without them? Was there something special about 
Noah? If so, what?

Encourage Application

 9. Invite members to consider the question, Whom does our sin and destruc-
tive living affect? Invite discussion.

 10. Follow up with these questions for thought:

  •  Do we sometimes think God does not care about the morals and ac-
tions of His creation?

  • How can we be salt and light to a tasteless and dark world?

  •  Have you ever felt like you needed a reboot, a new start, a chance to 
begin again?

 11. Point out that in Christ, you have the opportunity to begin again, even 
daily (Take up your cross daily, Luke 9:23). Jesus and the ark are similar. 
In Christ is the only safe place to be when judgment falls.

 12. Close in prayer, thanking God that He provides a way through the flood 
for us, just as He did for Noah!


