
Criminal Justice and Poverty

U.S. holds less than 5% of the  
world’s population but imprisons  
25% of the world’s inmates.

More than half of those 
incarcerated have 
children under the age of 
18. Two-thirds of these 
incarcerated parents were 
serving time for a non-
violent crime while  
one-third were serving 
time for a violent one.

A report from the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics found that 
the number of parents held 
in state and federal prisons 
increased by 79% between 
1991 and midyear 2007. 

Three years before being 
incarcerated, less than half of 
prime-age men are employed, and 
of those employed, only 13% earned 
more than $15,000 — with a median 
earning of $6,250.

Around half of people who are imprisoned in the 
U.S. had no earnings in the years leading up to their 
incarceration — and the year before the percentage 
jumps to 80%.
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Having been incarcerated 
reduces men’s hourly wages  
by 11%, annual employment  
by nine weeks and annual 
income by 40%.

Returning citizens who gain 
employment are more than  
1/3 less likely than their  
counterparts to recidivate.
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A recent survey by the Ella Baker Center 
for HumanRights found that 76% of former 
inmates said finding work after being 
released was difficult or nearly impossible. 
Nearly two-thirds of the respondents were 
unemployed or underemployed five years 
after being released from prison. 

In 2016, blacks represented 
12% of the U.S. adult population 
but 33% of the sentenced 
prison population. Hispanics 
represented 16% of the adult 
population, they accounted for 
23% of inmates.



Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly with God. –Micah 6:8

For more information, contact: 

Kathryn Freeman
Director of Public Policy

512.473.2288  |  kathryn.freeman@texasbaptists.org

What Can You & Your Church Do?
1. At the Capitol. Encourage your elected representative to support Smart-on-Crime criminal justice reform policies that 

are designed to prevent an undue burden on the poor, keep communities safe, and rehabilitate ex-offenders.  
To find out more about Smart-On-Crime Texas visit, smartoncrimetexas.com

2. In Your Community. Employment reduces recidivism. You can serve as a reference, encourage someone in your 
church or other local businessmen to hire ex-offenders where possible. Let them know about tax credits like the Work 
Opportunity Tax Credit. 

3. With Your Church.  Start a support group for families touched by incarceration, it can be very lonely and isolating to 
have a family member who is incarcerated. Volunteer with a local prison ministry if your church does not have one. 
There are several prison ministries around the state that provide opportunities to bring the love of Jesus to currently 
incarcerated and recently released people. Encourage your local church to get involved! Check out “Charm Prison 
Ministries” and “Bill Glass Behind the Walls” to get started.

What Does the Bible Say?
“ Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world;  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” Matthew 25:34-36 (NRSV)

“Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 
needy.” Proverbs 31:8-9 (NRSV)

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator[a] shall go 
before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  Isaiah 58:6, 8-9 (NRSV)


