A BIBLICAL
PERSPECTIVE
By Ali Corona

There is something
beautifully sacred about
sitting around a table
and sharing a meal with
others. In my household, the
dinner table is where we gather for
conversation, prayer, and of course, tacos.
I am convinced that “breaking bread” in
Texas means enjoying tacos and barbecue.
I wonder what it was like to share supper
with Jesus. From what I read in Scripture, it
seems far from boring.
In Luke 14, a religious leader invited Jesus to
a fancy sabbath meal. Scripture notes that
the Pharisees “were watching him closely”
(vs. 1).
Jesus leads conversation that makes his
fellow eaters uncomfortable by cutting
through the pious talk. He addresses the
host:
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or your rich neighbors, in
case they may invite you in return, and
you would be repaid. But when you give
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, and the blind. And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you,
for you will be repaid at the resurrection
of the righteous” (Luke 14:12-13, NRSV).
So much for small talk. I imagine people put
down their entrée and gawked.

What is Jesus saying here? He is calling
for a recalibration of hearts and hands.
Following God means caring for people
who are marginalized and hungry –
people who cannot repay us. This way
the gift is more about the other person
than about ourselves.
Philippians 2:3 says, “Do nothing with
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves.
During this meal, Jesus boldly calls the host
–and us–to practice true servanthood. This
Christ-like service honors the seemingly
weak, and it humbles the proud.
There are 821 million people around the
world who are undernourished.* One family
cannot host this many people, but together
we can make a difference. We have the
opportunity to join together and invite
people from all over the world to our table.
One way we can live out this mandate is
through the Texas Baptist Hunger Offering.
The Hunger Offering feeds people in crisis
and assists families as they break the cycle
of poverty in Texas and abroad–all in the
name of Jesus.
Jesus’ words during the meal at the
Pharisee’s house ring true for His followers
today. He calls us to look around, find those
who suffer, and invite them into our circle of
fellowship and care.
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