SOMYA’S GIFT: HOW A
CHILD’S 12-CENT OFFERING
SET AN EXAMPLE IN SOUTH ASIA
By Jaclyn Bonner

Small gifts sometimes multiply. In South Asia,
10-year-old Somya gave her allowance – the
equivalent of 12 cents to help young women in
her community.
A local government official was inspired by her
example. “If this little girl can give, why shouldn’t
I give something?” He gave the equivalent of
$90 USD.
A ministry to help young women learn skills for
a sustainable income motivated Somya and the
government official to give. The ministry operates
four sewing training centers in South Asia and
plans for more. It is also supported by the Texas
Baptist Hunger Offering.
Texas and another Baptist ministry in South Asia
support the ministry. The official’s gift is enough
to purchase one sewing machine; the $3,549
given by Texas Baptists is enough for 39 machines.
Somya was one of multiple church youth who
joined church and community leaders, elders,
and parents at a meeting about pathways to
sustainable livelihoods for teenage girls and
vulnerable women.
Sam Bandela, who spoke in Somya’s village, is
the founder and executive director of the ministry
helping the young women. He oversees the four
sewing training centers, which promote holistic
transformation and sustainable livelihoods. The
six-month training program is designed to
empower marginalized teenagers and widows by
teaching them a life skill that will generate livable
wages for them and their families.
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Sewing production is a career that affords dignity
and respect. The sewing program is accepted by
local, state, and national leaders who recognize it
is a key alternative to pervasive problems like the
commercial sex industry and unjust child labor.
Although the caste and dowry system are
outlawed in South Asia, these practices are still
entrenched. Many families believe their
daughters need a dowry to be married and,
consequently, become shackled to cycles of
debt to keep the custom.
Sewing creates a viable alternative. Somya heard
these things and gave.
“I discussed with parents and leaders what it
would cost for us to conduct training for their
daughters,” Bandela said. “I asked them to share
in whatever way they can to make this [sewing]
training successful, and only Somya responded.
She had no relatives in the training yet joyfully
she participated.”
Somya’s generosity touched Bandela, and he tried
to bless her with a monetary gift, in return. Somya
graciously but poignantly refused the money
saying, “I gave to God, not to you.”
Bulletin insert available on order form.

