ASIA
Poland $1,800
Slovakia $1,911

EUROPE

NORTH
AMERICA

Spain
$3,000

Texas
$171,052

Mexico
$21,000

TEXAS
Abilene
Alamo
Amarillo
Arlington
Austin
Azle
Texas
Intercultural
Bowie
Boyd
Brownwood
Carrollton
Clint
Coldspring
Conroe
Dallas
Decatur
Donna
El Paso
Fort Worth
Freer
Garland
Goliad
Grand Prairie
Grapevine
Harlingen
Holland
Houston

$2,100
$1,500
$2,400
$3,600
$1,200
$1,800
$2,700
$900
$900
$1,200
$1,200
$1,200
$1,800
$1,800
$16,300
$1,800
$1,200
$4,800
$16,000
$600
$1,200
$3,000
$1,200
$1,800
$1,500
$1,200
$28,500

Romania $3,000

Turkey $18,000
Greece
$2,700

Haiti $6,000

Lebanon $18,000

MIDDLE
EAST

Dominican Republic $10,920

AFRICA

Honduras $2,400

Venezuela
$18,000

Sierra Leone
$8,100 Benin $18,000
Togo $6,000

India
$13,200

Sudan $18,000

Cambodia $2,730
Ethiopia $9,000
Uganda
$5,460

Kenya
$6,000
Nairobi $18,000
Peru
$9,000

Huntsville
Hurst
Irving
La Joya
Laredo
Lubbock
Mission
New Braunfels
Odessa
San Antonio
San Marcos
Temple
Waco
Trinity
Weslaco

$1,500
$900
$1,200
$1,500
$3,000
$7,200
$12,000
$2,100
$2,100
$22,000
$5,400
$3,000
$3,000
$1,800
$1,500

Myanmar $3,300

Indonesia
$12,000
Various International Aid
Peru, Mexico, Guatamala,
Dominican Republic, Ethiopia,
Kenya
$18,000

SOUTH
AMERICA

MINIMUM NEEDED IN 2019

$427,021

Bulletin insert available on order form.

MINISTRY IMPACTS
LIVES OF MOTHERS,
FAMILIES IN
SLOVAKIA
By Abby Hopkins

In Slovakia, the Roma are a minority known
for living in poverty. Education barriers create
challenges for individuals to finish school and
break the cycles of poverty.
Roma Health & Hunger, a Texas Baptist
Hunger Offering partner, is meeting this need
by providing resources within the education
system. Hunger Offering funds are specifically
used for higher education scholarship funds
as well as for lunches and snacks for a
preschool program.
Scholarship Funds
Roma Health & Hunger provides scholarships
to Roma women who wish to continue their
education. In the Slovak system, anyone
wanting to return to school must pay large fees
to do so, which prevents many from pursuing
the opportunity.
The scholarship program allows women to
return to trade school or university-level
studies to eventually attain a higher-paying job
and further provide for their families.
Shane McNary, who runs the ministry with
his wife, Dianne, said a woman receiving an
education impacts her whole family, not only
financially, but also because she is able to set
an example in her studies.
“If you help a male, you help an individual,”
Shane said. “If you help a female, you’re going
to impact an entire family.”

MOBILIZING THE
COMMUNITY TO CARE
FOR HOMELESS STUDENTS
by Kalie Lowrie

Preschool Program
Funds also go toward the Jekh Drom Children’s
Club at Samuel Center preschool. Lunches are
provided every day for 15 students, and children
who attend the afterschool program receive
snacks. Shane said the Club has seen 		
exciting results.
“Now (the children) have a place to do their
homework, and they’re thrilled they get good
grades on tests now,” Shane said. “A piece
of that is the healthy snack they get at 		
Samuel Center.”
Ministry Impact
When the McNarys first arrived in Slovakia,
Shane said they wanted to provide assistance
but quickly learned the best way to begin was
to build relationships.
“If we don’t come in first and see people, we’re
getting off on the wrong foot,” Shane said.
“From that position you can provide assistance
in a way that honors their strength instead of
taking away the strength they do have.”
Shane said he has also seen God working in
details and bringing everything together for the
bigger picture.
“This is God at work, not through only me, not
through only Hunger (Offering) funds, it’s all of
us together reflecting the image of God,” Shane
said. “That’s what makes my job so cool. I can
never give testimony to all the things I’ve seen
God do.”
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Five years ago, Pastor Parris Patrick felt
God calling him to something new. He spent
40 days fasting and praying in a closet in
his home. A few days later, Patrick attended
a local school board meeting, where the
topic of homeless students came up and
he learned that there were hundreds of
homeless children in Alief Independent
School District, located in the Houston area.
“It’s as if God spoke to me at that moment
and said, that’s it—that’s what you’re
supposed to do. I didn’t hear anything else
in that meeting,” said Patrick, who serves as
pastor of Agape Community Bible Church
in Alief.
Patrick met with leaders from churches,
nonprofits and business in the community
and launched Alief Coalition for the
Homeless (ACH), a Texas Baptist Hunger
Offering recipient. ACH seeks to end youth
homelessness within Alief ISD through
meeting needs, providing temporary shelter
for families who experience homelessness,
and through a residential home for young
men. Gifts through the Hunger Offering are
used to provide food and basic necessities for
the families and homeless students served by
the ministry.
“It’s as if God spoke to me at that moment
and said, that’s it—that’s what you’re
supposed to do.”
In 2018, there were 1,900 homeless students
in Alief ISD. Through the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Act, the school district is able
to employ two social workers who identify
homeless children and connect them with
needed services.

When Alief ISD identifies a homeless family,
they contact Patrick and the ACH network
begins to work to meet immediate needs.
“Pastor Parris supports us in any way that
we may need,” said Maria Avalos, McKinneyVento social worker. “If we call him up and
tell him that we have a need for dresses for a
prom event, or we’re having a toy drive, or a
school supplies drive ... that we need housing
for student or for a family, he is always there
to answer and to help us out.”
Another aspect of ACH is a home for
homeless boys, called Andy’s House. The
residential home can house up to six young
men at a time. Curtis Jacobs serves as the
“house dad” and is a constant source of
love, encouragement, and stability for the
housemates. Four boys have lived in the
home, three of whom were reunited with
their families within six months. When an
unaccompanied young man in Alief ISD is
identified as homeless, Patrick is contacted.
The Agape Community Bible Church, a Texas
Baptist church and member of the Union
Baptist Association, has also embraced ACH
as a church-wide ministry. When a family is
in need of shelter for a day or two, volunteers
from the church will set up one of the rooms
at the building to serve them.
Through churches, community leaders,
the Hunger Offering and numerous other
donations, ACH continues its mission to
end homelessness in their community one
student at a time.
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