
 

2017 [un]APOLOGETIC CORPUS CHRISTI CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

First Baptist Church Corpus Christi 

May 5-6, 2017 

 
FRIDAY, May 5th 
 
 3:00 pm  Registration Opens 
 
 4:00 – 5:15 pm  Parallel Sessions One: 
 

The Infallible Proofs of Jesus of Nazareth:  One of the growing 
movements among skeptics attempts to prove the non-existence of 
Jesus.  These skeptics argue that Jesus is the formulation of the early 
church gathered from various legends and myths from both the Ancient 
Near East and Greco-Roman lore. This view suggests that Jesus is a sort 
of composite figure who embodies all of best features from the gods of 
these legends and myths. The problem with this movement is that it 
ignores the indisputable data points of the New Testament that point 
towards the existence of Jesus. As such, their pursuit to prove Jesus' 
non-existence is fraught because it ignores the best and most reliable 
piece of evidence for the life of Jesus. This session will involve engaging 
the material of the New Testament historically in an effort to show 
proof of Jesus' existence. Furthermore, this session will look at the 
evidence stated in offering a logical defense of his uniqueness as a 
miracle worker and prophet. With these points established, the session 
will also look at reaffirming the view of an early high Christology in the 
Christian Church.  (by Marcus Jerkins) 
 
Evangelistic Apologetics:  Learn how to incorporate apologetics material 
into your personal evangelism efforts. Many of our old personal 
evangelism training materials assume that those to whom we are 
sharing the gospel already believe in the existence of God, the reality of 
heaven, and the validity of the resurrection. The cultural climate of the 
western world, however, has changed! We’ll take two prominent 
apologetic methodologies and show how they can be used to have 
fruitful evangelistic conversations. In the end, we’ll all have a better 
understanding of how to share what often seem like complex issues 
with a culture that needs Jesus.  (by Braxton Hunter) 
 
Loving Your Muslim Neighbor:  America’s Muslim population is growing 
rapidly; there are now estimated to be more than 3 million Muslims in 
America. We can reach out to them in the love of Christ that overcomes 
all barriers and builds bridges of compassion by presenting the greatest 
Hope of all. Are you willing to love all Muslims like Jesus does?   
(by Rani Espanioly) 
 
5-Point Calvinism: Is there a better option?  5-Point Calvinism is growing 
in popularity among Southern Baptists, but there are robust Biblical 
alternatives to this interpretation which simply have not received the 



 

attention they deserve. Dr. Leighton Flowers, a former Calvinist and the 
Director of Apologetics for Texas Baptists, offers an overview of the 
issues concerning election and predestination which will give much 
needed clarity to the doctrines of salvation from a non-Calvinistic 
Traditional Southern Baptist perspective.  (by Leighton Flowers) 
 

 5:15 – 6:30 pm  DINNER  
 
 6:45 – 7:45 pm  General Session One in Worship Center 
 

ON GUARD  
Does God Exist? 
by William Lane Craig 

 
 7:45 – 8:00 pm  BREAK 
  

8:00 – 9:30 pm  General Session Two in Worship Center 
 

   PANEL DISCUSSION 
Answering the most asked questions in Apologetic discussions. 

     by William Lane Craig, Mike Licona, Mark Mittelberg  
(moderated by Leighton Flowers) 

 
SATURDAY, May 6th 
 
 8:00 am  Doors Open 
 
 9:00 – 10:00 am  General Session Three in Worship Center 
 

Understanding the Secular Landscape 
In this presentation, Mark Mittelberg presents an eye-opening 
picture of the realities of reaching people in a secular and 
increasingly post-Christian society like ours. This session will 
unpack seven essential values for removing intellectual barriers 
and taking the uncompromised Gospel message to those who 
need it the most. 
by Mark Mittelberg 
 

 10:00 – 10:15 am BREAK 
 
 10:15 – 11:15 am Parallel Sessions Two: 

 
The Infallible Proofs of Jesus of Nazareth:  One of the growing 
movements among skeptics attempts to prove the non-existence of 
Jesus. These skeptics argue that Jesus is the formulation of the early 
church gathered from various legends and myths from both the Ancient 
Near East and Greco-Roman lore. This view suggests that Jesus is a sort 
of composite figure who embodies all of best features from the gods of 
these legends and myths. The problem with this movement is that it 
ignores the indisputable data points of the New Testament that point 



 

towards the existence of Jesus. As such, their pursuit to prove Jesus' 
non-existence is fraught because it ignores the best and most reliable 
piece of evidence for the life of Jesus. This session will involve engaging 
the material of the New Testament historically in an effort to show 
proof of Jesus' existence. Furthermore, this session will look at the 
evidence stated in offering a logical defense of his uniqueness as a 
miracle worker and prophet. With these points established, the session 
will also look at reaffirming the view of an early high Christology in the 
Christian Church.  (by Marcus Jerkins) 
 
Evangelistic Apologetics:  Learn how to incorporate apologetics material 
into your personal evangelism efforts. Many of our old personal 
evangelism training materials assume that those to whom we are 
sharing the gospel already believe in the existence of God, the reality of 
heaven, and the validity of the resurrection. The cultural climate of the 
western world, however, has changed! We’ll take two prominent 
apologetic methodologies and show how they can be used to have 
fruitful evangelistic conversations. In the end, we’ll all have a better 
understanding of how to share what often seem like complex issues 
with a culture that needs Jesus.  (by Braxton Hunter) 
 
Loving Your Muslim Neighbor:  America’s Muslim population is growing 
rapidly; there are now estimated to be more than 3 million Muslims in 
America. We can reach out to them in the love of Christ that overcomes 
all barriers and builds bridges of compassion by presenting the greatest 
Hope of all. Are you willing to love all Muslims like Jesus does?   
(by Rani Espanioly) 
 
5-Point Calvinism: Is there a better option?  5-Point Calvinism is growing 
in popularity among Southern Baptists, but there are robust Biblical 
alternatives to this interpretation which simply have not received the 
attention they deserve. Dr. Leighton Flowers, a former Calvinist and the 
Director of Apologetics for Texas Baptists, offers an overview of the 
issues concerning election and predestination which will give much 
needed clarity to the doctrines of salvation from a non-Calvinistic 
Traditional Southern Baptist perspective.  (by Leighton Flowers) 
 

11:15 – 12:30 pm   General Session Four in Worship Center 
 

Did Jesus Believe He was God? John, Paul, and the Fab 4 on 
Jesus:  
Nowhere do the Gospels say “Jesus is God.” So, why do 
Christians believe that he is? In this lesson, Mike Licona serves 
as your guide to discovering what Jesus claimed about himself 
and why the earliest Christians believed he is God. 
by Mike Licona 

 

12:30 pm  Dismiss 


