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Introduction 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to pick up this book. We pray that through 
using this devotional God will set your heart to be on His mission.  Being on 
mission could mean going across the world or could mean walking across the 
street. This devotional is designed to go along with a regular Bible reading 
plan. Therefore, we have provided a reading plan that will guide you through 
all four Gospels over the span of 30 days. If you already have a regular 
reading schedule, then you may opt out of the one provided.    
 
Each week will be comprised of devotionals that study: 

 The Lord’s prayer, or the model prayer which gives us the priority of 

Jesus in prayer 

 Formation disciplines that will improve your spiritual walk with 

Christ 

 How to pray for your community 

 How to pray for your church 

 
In the 30 Ways section you will find various ways that God might choose to 
use you to be on mission in practical ways. Many of these are things you can 
do in your community; however a few are also things that God may lead you 
to do in Texas, in the US, or internationally. Resources will also be provided 
on how you can give financially to support missions now and leave an eternal 
legacy.  
 
Thank you for taking time to enter this journey with us.  Additionally, thank 

you to each of the writers who volunteered their time and talent to produce 

this book.    

 

 

 

 
-Ryan Jespersen, Director of Urban Missions, Texas Baptists 
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30 Day Gospel Reading Plan 

Day 1  Matthew 1 
Luke 1 
John 1 

 
Day 2 Matthew 2 

Luke 2 
John 2 

 
Day 3 Matthew 3 

Luke 3 
John 3 

 
Day 4 Matthew 4 

Luke 4 
John 4 

 
Day 5 Matthew 5 

Luke 5 
John 5 

 
Day 6 Matthew 6 

Luke 6 
John 6 

 
Day 7 Matthew 7 

Luke 7 
John 7 

 
Day 8 Matthew 8 

Luke 8 
John 8 

 
Day 9 Matthew 9 

Luke 9 
John 9 

 
 
 
 

Day 10 Matthew 10 
Luke 10 
John 10 

 
Day 11 Matthew 11 

Luke 11 
John 11 

 
Day 12 Matthew 12 

Luke 12 
John 12 

 
Day 13 Matthew 13 

Luke 13 
John 13 

 
Day 14 Matthew 14 

Luke 14 
John 14 

 
Day 15 Matthew 15 

Luke 15 
John 15 

 
Day 16 Matthew 16 

Luke 16 
John 16 
 

Day 17 Matthew 17 
Luke 17 
John 17 

 
Day 18 Matthew 18 

Luke 18 
John 18 
 

 
 
 

Day 19 Matthew 19 
Luke 19 
John 19 

 
Day 20 Matthew 20 

Luke 20 
John 20 

 
Day 21 Matthew 21 

Luke 21 
John 21 

 
Day 22 Matthew 22 

Luke 22 
Mark 1 

 
Day 23 Matthew 23 

Luke 23 
Mark 2 

 
Day 24 Matthew 24 

Luke 24 
Mark 3 

 
Day 25 Matthew 25 

Mark 4-5 
 
Day 26 Matthew 26 

Mark 6-7 
 
Day 27 Matthew 27 

Mark 8-9 
 
Day 28 Matthew 28 

Mark 10-11 
 
Day 29 Mark 12-14 
 
Day 30 Mark 15-16
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His Forever 

 
Dr. David Hardage 

Executive Director, Texas Baptists 
 
John 15:1-17 
 
There is a family I know that adopted two young boys from Russia several 
years ago. In preparation for their soon-to-be sons, this family bought new 
furniture; clothes, sport equipment, video games and many more things two 
little boys might enjoy having. After months of preparing, this couple was 
finally able to make the long flight to Russia in order to meet their sons for 
the first time. It was a joyful time of playing and getting to know each other. 
Upon bringing them back to the United States, they and the rest of the family 
began to notice unusual tendencies of the boys. They didn’t know how to eat 
slowly. They would hover over their plates, scarfing down their food until it 
disappeared. They would do this as many times as their parents would bring 
them more, as if they may never eat again. The younger one had intensely 
chapped lips. His mother let him use her chap stick. When he attempted to 
give it back she said he could keep it. After that, the boy never let that Chap 
Stick leave his sight. He would even sleep with it grasped in his hands. 
 
These boys had not yet learned how to live in their new identity as sons of 
this couple. They were no longer orphans. There were now sons. Sons of a 
family that would never let them starve, that would give them however many 
chap sticks they would need and who would ultimately love them like they 
had never been loved. 
 
We, as Christians, live like these boys at times. We live in an old identity. 
When I read John 15:1-17 I am reminded of these two Russian boys. It is a 
life-changing reality to know that we now “abide in Christ.” We are no longer 
slaves to this world, but are His. 
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Reflection Questions 
Take some time to read John 15:1-17, reflecting on what Christ’s metaphor 
of the vines and the branches means in your life. 
 
 
It is a strange phenomenon that once we are saved, we are now in Christ. 

What does it mean to not only belong to Christ but to be in Him as well? 
 
 
 
 
 
In thinking about the two boys in the story above, how do you relate to 

living in a previous identity?  
 
 
 
 
What are the things in your life that demonstrate you are confused about 

who you are as a Christian?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the things in your life that demonstrate you know you are in Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the Lord teaching you through John 15? What is He calling you to? 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Lord, may the truth that I now abide in you ring truer to me than it ever has before. May 
your glory be made manifest in my life, and may I be ready to be used by you. Thank you 
for your saving grace, that I might be yours forever more. As you know all there is to know 
about me, may I know you more fully. My time, my talent and my treasure belongs to you. 
Amen 
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Week 1 

 Monday-Discipleship 

 Tuesday-Our Father in Heaven 

 Wednesday-Prayer for Pastor and Staff 

 Thursday-Me on Mission 

 Friday-Who is My Neighbor 

 Saturday- Fasting, What it is & How We do it 

 Sunday- Fasting, The Difference it Makes  
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Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As 

the Father has sent Me, I also send you."  

John 20:21  
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Monday 

Discipleship 

Josue Valerio 
Director of Missions, Texas Baptists 

 
Colossians 1:14-29 
 

One of the misconceptions of discipleship is it that is only for new 
Christians. The reality is that discipleship is a process that takes place all 
through the life of the follower of Jesus Christ. Discipleship is about the 
transformation of life including experiences, values, thoughts, beliefs, 
attitudes, practices, and worldviews. We all know that discipleship is the 
mandate the Lord gave to the church.  Discipleship is one of the metrics for 
the church. Neil Cole says, “Ultimately, each church will be evaluated by only 
one thing – its disciples. Your church is only as good as her disciples. It does 
not matter how good your praise, preaching, programs or property are; if 
your disciples are passive, needy, consumerist, and not moving in the 
direction of radical obedience, your church is not good.”                
      
 
 
How is your church fulfilling the discipleship mandate? 
The apostle Paul wrote some important components of a discipleship 
model to the church in Colossi.  Colossians 1:14 says, “in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” The fact that God has demonstrated his 
love by redeeming us and forgiving our sins becomes the motivation for 
discipleship. There are many things that motivate the life of the disciple but 
there is no greater motivation than God’s love. We also learn from this 
scripture that the model for discipleship needs to be Christ-centered. The 
apostle Paul states that Christ is in relationship to God, to creation, to the 
church, to the mission of God, to everything: “so that in everything He 
might have the supremacy.” (v.18b)  The disciple needs to learn how to live 
under the Lordship of Christ. Discipleship is about transformation and 
this is reflected in the language used in the passage, “Once you were alienated 
from God…. But now he has reconciled you by Christ” (vv.21-22).   
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How is your life being transformed by the Lord?  Another component of 
discipleship is modeling spiritual disciplines (living by faith) and 
missional practices (serving and sharing the gospel) v.23.  The Lord 
modeled for his disciples spiritual disciplines and missional practices; it was 
not just about the content knowledge but actually showing them how faith 
looks like in real life.   
 
 
 
How is your church teaching spiritual disciplines and missional practices?  In our 
context, we tend to think about discipleship as individualistic. The reality of 
the early church was that discipleship is done in the context of 
community. The context of community is the church.  God chose the 
church as the agency and instrument for discipleship, so that we can learn 
and share life with Christ. The Lord has given the church everything needed 
to make disciples of all nations.   
 
 
 
How is your church practicing discipleship in community?  It is God’s mission to 
redeem and restore the world to Himself.  Discipleship is about fulfilling 
the mission of God. He chose the church to reveal to the world this 
mystery which is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (v.27)  Every church has 
a great opportunity to go and fulfill His mission in the community, in the 
city, in the state, in the country, and in the world. This is built into the DNA 
of the church and when we act on this we see the glory of God. God 
continues to send the church into the world to fulfill His mission.  
 
 
 
Where is God calling you to fulfill His mission?  When we as a church obey the 
Lord and live out the discipleship mandate, He works powerfully through 
every one of us. Discipleship is about experiencing the power of God. 
He will take care of the results and we will say with the apostle Paul, “To this 
end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.” 
(v.29) 
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Tuesday 

Our Father in Heaven 
 

Pastor Kyle Streun 
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Hereford, TX 

 
Matthew 6:9b, Matthew 7:11, James 1:17 

 
A dad knows what it means when his son or daughter comes to him with his 
or her hand out.  They want some cash.  In that moment, a father may 
consider several issues.   
 
Is the appeal necessary or frivolous?   
 
Is the child deserving or not?   
 
Are the resources available or not?  
 
How great is the desire of the child?   
 
But ultimately the request will be granted (or not) based upon the character 
of the father and the relationship he shares with the child.   
 
How wise, generous, wealthy and loving is the father?   
 
When we come to “our Father who is in heaven” with open hands and needy 
hearts, we can rest assured that we come to the One who is infinitely wise, 
outrageously generous, vastly wealthy and unconditionally loving.   
 
Our Father knows what we need before we even ask it.  He lavishes His 
children with good gifts. His wealth of supplies is extravagantly endless.  He 
demonstrates His love in the most sacrificial ways, Jesus Christ on the Cross 
shedding His blood for our sins.     
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Reflection Question 
If He went to those lengths to give you access, what keeps you from 
approaching Him now with the naivety, boldness and confidence of a child?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus  
Ask Him not just for momentary pleasures or relief but for eternal endeavors 
and purpose.  His love for you will fill your request and much more.  He is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly more than all we ask or even imagine. 
(Ephesians 3:20)   
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Wednesday 

Prayer for Pastor and Staff 
 

Dr. David Lowrie 
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, El Paso TX 

 
Romans 15:30 

 
Stress, pressure, loneliness in leadership, unrealistic expectations, on call 
24/7, and living in a “glass house” stand out as just some of the challenges 
faced by pastors and ministerial staff today. Gone are the days if they ever 
existed when the “call to ministry” meant a life continually in the green 
pastures of life.  
 
Today more than ever your pastor and staff need your prayers and 
encouragement. You will never know how much it means to your pastor 
when you speak a kind word of encouragement, send an email filled with a 
blessing, or even text a gracious word. 
 
Those called to speak life into others often find themselves running on 
nothing but fumes. Paul pleaded with his friends to “join me in my struggle” 
not by taking sides but by “praying to God for me.” When you pray for your 
pastor you help to carry the load of ministry, you open the windows of 
heaven so the grace and mercy of God become real and personal, and you 
hold up his arms in battle like Aaron and Hur lifted up the arms of Moses. 
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Reflection Questions 
Are your pastor and staff on your regular prayer list? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When do you believe your pastor needs your prayers the most?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can you intercede for your pastor in those times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you willing to enlist your family, your Sunday school class and your 

friends to pray for your pastor? 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer focus 
Pray for your pastor’s heart to be undivided in devotion. Pray for the peace 
of God to guard the mind of your pastor. Pray for your pastor’s marriage to 
be protected against the “fires” of conflict behind closed doors and safe 
from the chilling winds of indifference and neglect. Pray for your pastor’s 
children to be nurtured and loved and to never feel as if the church comes 
before them. Pray for your pastor.  
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Thursday 

Me on Mission 
 

Sandra Wisdom Martin 
Executive Director, WMU Texas 

 
Colossians 1:9 

 
When she hears The Andy Griffith Show theme music each morning, Marge 
says that is her cue to pray for me. I don’t know why she picked that time 
slot, but I am grateful to have the faithful intercession from this prayer 
warrior now in her eighth decade of life. 
 
The commitment to pray for one another is a sacred trust. In his book, Follow 
Me: for Becoming a Prayerwalker, Randy Sprinkle says, “Two truths regarding 
prayer are obvious: 1) God’s Word urges us to pray at all times and 2) By and 
large, we don’t.” One survey indicated that believers average less than five 
minutes in prayer each day. 
 
The command from God is clear to be a missionary to our community and 
world. We are to go beyond the walls of our church and be the hands and 
feet of Christ. If you are serious about being on mission, you must 
understand that prayer is the starting point. Billy Graham once said, “Heaven 
is full of answers to prayer for which no one ever bothered to ask.”  
 
What would happen in our families if we committed to faithfully pray for one 
another? What would happen in our church? What would happen in our 
community? What would happen in the world? 
A visual or a cue always helps me remember to pray. Think about how 
people in your small group can have a reminder to pray for one another. The 
first cup of coffee, or water, for the day can be your cue to pray for each 
other. Do you want to be on mission? Start with prayer. 
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Question for Reflection 

Take some time and think about your community, your world, perhaps what 
you see on the news each night, International Missionaries you know and 
write those down.  Let those be a guide to you each day as you pray.   
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Friday 

Who Is My Neighbor? 
  

Dr. Todd D. Still  
The William M. Hinson Professor of Christian Scriptures,  

Baylor University, Truett Seminary 
  

Luke 10:25-37 
  

As Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, where he will “undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised” (Luke 9:21), an expert in and teacher of the Mosaic 
Law approaches him and asks what he must do to inherit eternal life (10:25). 
Jesus, in turn, asks the Scripture scholar what the Law says regarding the 
matter (10:26). The lawyer cites Deuteronomy 6:5 along with Leviticus 19:18 
in response, that is, love God with every fiber of your being (heart, soul, 
strength, and mind) and your neighbor as yourself (10:27). Jesus concurs with 
his answer and enjoins him to put these bedrock biblical principles into 
practice so that he might live in the here and hereafter (10:28). 
            
The scribe opts to prolong his conversation with Jesus by putting to him the 
question, “Who is my neighbor?” (10:29) Jesus responds with the now-
famous Parable of the Good Samaritan. The plotline of this succinct story is 
well-known. An unnamed man, perhaps a Judean, while traversing the 
treacherous trek (a 3,200-foot winding descent) from Jerusalem to Jericho, is 
attacked by robbers who strip, beat, and leave him for dead (10:30). 
Afterward, both a priest and a Levite (a temple attendant from the tribe of 
Levi) turn a blind eye toward this wounded man (10:31-32). In contrast, a 
certain Samaritan, who most Jews in Jesus' day would have regarded as a 
racial and religious outcast, is “moved with pity” regarding this man’s plight. 
The Samaritan stops, stoops, and attends to his needs, even paying money to 
insure he was well cared for (10:33-35). 
  
Upon completing the parable, Jesus asks the scribe a searching question—
“Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the them who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” (10:36) The lawyer, seemingly unable to even 
speak the word “Samaritan,” responds, “The one who showed mercy” 
(10:37). Jesus concludes their conversation with the admonition, “Go and do 
likewise” (10:38). 
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Jesus’ encounter with the lawyer raises at least three important questions with 
which we need to grapple both as Christians and congregations: 

 
 
 

 Who is my neighbor? That is, who are those with pressing needs 

around us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Are we willing to learn how to better love our neighbors from those 

with whom we differ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How do we move beyond identifying our neighbors and their needs 

to meeting them at their point of need? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer focus  
Loving Lord, give us eyes to see those who are in need around us. Grant us the courage 
and mercy to minister to others in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Saturday 

Fasting: What it is & How We do it 
 

 Dr. Joe Loughlin 
Director of Pastor Church Connection, Texas Baptists 

 
Matthew 6:16-18 
 
Though not exclusively Christian in practice, fasting is one of the oldest tried 
and true disciplines of our Christian faith. Jesus referred to it as a legitimate 
form of faith-building expression, when done appropriately, in His Sermon 
on the Mount immediately following the section commonly known as the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
Fasting: What It Is 
 
So, what is fasting? Simply, it is withholding physical nourishment from our 
bodies for spiritual purposes—the practice of sacrificial self-restraint in the 
physical/natural realm of life in order to attune or align our lives in the 
spiritual/supernatural realm. 
 
Fasting: How We Do It 
 
Fasting might begin with skipping a meal and spending the time, instead, in 
prayer and Bible reading or meditation. It can progress to denying one’s body 
physical nourishment for a longer period of time such as a day or two or 
even longer, depending on one’s medical condition (please consult with your 
doctor before fasting if you are on medication or have a medical condition). 
 
Some forms of extended fasting involve denying one’s body food, but taking 
in water only or water and juices only. In fact, some forms of modern fasting 
don’t involve physical nourishment at all, but “fasting” from elements of our 
lives that distract us from the spiritual and take up a lot of our time focusing 
on the things of this world—electronics, TV watching, social media, cell 
phone use, etc. 
Obviously, any form of self-denial for focusing on the spiritual is a great 
discipline to exercise and is beneficial to our spiritual lives.  
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Questions for Reflection 
What form of “fasting” would be a sacrificial challenge for you to practice? 

(Food, electronics, social media, sexual abstinence, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What would be the most challenging thing about such a fast? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What arrangements would you need to make ahead of time in order to 

engage such a fast? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application: I will practice a “fast” from __________ (choose one: food, 

electronics, etc.) and I will engage this fast for the following length of 
time _____________________ (one meal, day, week, etc.). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Father in Heaven, I desire to practice self-denial in the physical this week in order to focus 
on my spiritual life. Please give me the discipline I need to be able to “fast” as I have 
chosen to do. Amen.  
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Sunday 

Fasting: The Difference it Makes 
 

Dr. Joe Loughlin 
Director of Pastor Church Connection, Texas Baptists 

 
Matthew 6:16-18 
 
Yesterday’s devotional covered the basics about an old but still relevant 
spiritual discipline of our faith—fasting. Those who fast are challenged by 
the Scripture to do so discreetly and without fanfare in one’s private and 
even “secret” walk with the Lord. Participating in this discipline and doing so 
in an appropriate manner, Jesus said, will bring great reward from the Father. 
 
But, what is that reward? Does fasting impress God and cause Him to bless 
those who fast more than those who don’t? Does fasting influence God to 
answer my prayers more, or in my favor? If not (and the answer is NOT), 
what difference does fasting make? 
 
Fasting: The Difference It Makes 
 
Ø Increased Capacity for the Spiritual/Eternal—Jesus made clear in the verses 
following His talk on fasting (Matthew 6:19-24), that such disciplines of the 
faith as fasting give the practitioner significant victory in the battle between 
this world and that of the spiritual/eternal. 
 
Ø A Prioritized Life—Jesus answered Martha’s rebuke about her sister (Mary) 
with an admonition about Mary’s discovery of the “good stuff” in life…that 
which was most important over all those things that “distract”. (Luke 10:38-
42) 
 
Ø Maximized Spiritual Strength & Stamina—Undoubtedly, Jesus knew first-
hand the spiritual vitality that comes from fasting. Due to his 40-day 
experience in the wilderness, He was able to withstand every attack from the 
enemy. (Luke 4:1-12) 
 
Ø Renewed Sensitivity to the Voice & Direction of God—How is it that a follower 
of Christ can hear and discern His voice from all of the others clamoring for 
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attention?! Fasting, along with other disciplines, tunes our spiritual ear to the 
heart and voice of God. (Jeremiah 29:11-13) 
 
 
Questions for Reflection 

Of the above list of differences fasting can make in a practitioner’s life, 
which would be the most beneficial to you right now? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you more like Martha, distracted by “so many things,” or like Mary, 

having chosen the “good stuff”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you want or need to hear from God about something specific in your life 

right now? If so, what is it you need to hear from Him about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Father in Heaven, thank you for the spiritual disciplines like fasting. Please help me have 
the discipline I need this week to participate fully in such a fast. I don’t ask so much that 
You would lead me today as I do ask that you give me a greater sensitivity to hear your 
voice and discern your direction in my life. Amen. 
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Week 2 
 Monday-Hallowed be Your Name 

 Tuesday-Praying for Your Neighbors 

 Wednesday-Outside the Walls 

 Thursday-Thy Kingdom Come 

 Friday-Assurance 

 Saturday-Praying for Youth 

 Sunday-Your Mission 
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: 
Who should I send? 
Who will go for Us? 

I said: 
Here I am. Send me. 

Isaiah 6:8  
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Monday 

Hallowed be Your Name 
 

Ryan Jespersen 
Director of Urban Missions, Texas Baptists 

 
Matthew 6:9c 
 
What is the ultimate purpose of human beings? What is the most important 
thing that human beings are to be involved in? It is to worship a holy and 
powerful God.  Even for the believer, worship surpasses evangelism, 
missions, or anything else. It is most important and always will be.  
 
 
In Heaven, all we will do is worship God.  John Piper said “Evangelism 
exists because worship does not.”  The same could be said of missions or 
ministry.  All of these things exist to bring people to the place of worshiping 
God.  
 
You and I are on the mission of God for our lives.  When you and I are 
doing His work, one of the most important things for us to remember is that 
we are inviting people into a place of worship. For you and me, worship 
must be a big part of what we are doing. If the invitation is to worship, then 
we must be constantly reminded of just how sweet worship is. Paul teaches a 
very important concept that one day all people will bow at the name of Jesus 
(Philippians 2:10).  
 
 
It is important for us now to be inviting people into that powerful and 
amazing relationship. Invite people to come to the place of knowing Jesus 
and to be able to be in Glory worshipping Him forever.  This is the goal of 
missions.  
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Question for Reflection:  
Do you have a daily worship experience which leads you to have a desire to 

invite others into that?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you do, how do you maintain that?  If you do not, think about some steps 

you can begin to take which will help you get there.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus:  
Take time today to pray that God will draw you into that close relationship 
with Him. 
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Tuesday 

Praying for your neighbors 
 

Dr. Jarrett Stephens 
Teaching Pastor, Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano TX 

 
Matthew 22:34-40 

 
While most Christians generally understand this need to fulfill the Great 
Commission, wrapping our minds around a specific strategy in order to fulfill 
it tends to elude us. Yet, God shares in his word the most simple and easy 
way to accomplish our mission. It’s through love. 
In its most simple terms, the greatest commandment given by Jesus is to love 
God and to love others. Making sure we accomplish the first part of this 
commandment will enable us to succeed in the second. Our focus of this 
prayer time is to consider how we are to love our neighbors and those that 
live near our church. 
 
Years ago many churches across America took part in a program called “The 
Lighthouse Movement”. The stated goal of the program was to share Christ 
with every man, woman, young person and child in America. To say this goal 
is ambitious would be an understatement! 
 
On the surface, it’s overwhelming to even begin to think about. How does 
the Church get the message of Christ to every single person living in the 
world? It starts with local churches winning local communities to Christ! 
 
The Lighthouse Movement incorporated a three-pronged approach to loving 
our neighbors well.  
The first is to pray for them. How important it is to pray for those that we 

live near. You may want to make a simple map with the names of those 
who live on your street along with certain needs you may know that they 
have. 

The second step is to care for them. Put your love into action!  Build 
relationships. Reach out and serve your neighbors showing the love of 
Christ in tangible ways.  

The third step is to share with them. Share the life-changing message of the 
gospel. Don’t be afraid to invite them to church or share your testimony 
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with them. The most loving act we can display to our neighbors is to 
share our faith with them. 

Be a lighthouse in your community. Pray. Care. Share. Doing this in Jesus’ 
name is obeying the “Great Commandment” and will bring us one step 
closer to fulfilling the Great Commission. 

 
Questions for Reflection 

 Think about the neighbors that surround your home. What are some 

immediate needs that you are aware of that you can meet in a tangible 

way? 

 
 
 
 
 

 Write down the names of every neighbor you know. Will you commit 

to pray for them during this prayer experience? Ask God to open a 

door for you to share with them over the next few weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Read Matthew 5:16. What are some ways that you can make sure this 

“light” shines in your neighborhood and local community? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Focus 
Commit to pray for your neighborhood. Ask God how he can use you to 
bring the light of Christ to those that live nearest to you. 



-27- 

 

Wednesday 

Outside the Walls 
 

Dr. Van Christian  
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Comanche, TX 

 
Matthew 9:36-38 

 
Far too often, we trap ourselves inside the church. We see the church as a 
center of refuge from the problems of the world around us, and unwittingly 
begin to fortify the building, inviting people to join us by coming inside the 
walls. 
 
The unfortunate consequence of such a fortification is that our view is 
limited from behind the walls. We can easily miss the crowds outside and the 
needs that they have. When we do not see the crowds and the needs, human 
nature leads us to believe that they are not there. As a result, we fail to 
minister because we honestly believe there is no ministry to be done. 
 
Jesus saw the crowds, and he had compassion on them. He invites us to pray 
that the Lord will send workers OUT into the harvest. Jesus’ assumption is 
that we will follow him in seeing the crowds and going out to meet their 
needs. 
 
Regardless of the size of your church or community, there are crowds of 
people waiting for someone to see them. They may be in apartment 
complexes, housing projects, or new subdivisions. They may share a 
common need such as living with small children, single-parent families, or 
dealing with the transition to retirement. In effect, these are entire people 
groups desperately needing the power of the gospel and the love of the 
church to impact their lives. 
 
The chances are great that while you may have individuals who fit such 
categories within the walls of your church, there are not crowds of them. 
You will never see the needs; much less meet them, until you go out from 
within your walls to where the crowds actually are. You will find that the 
harvest is whiter, and closer, than you think. 
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Questions for reflection: 

 Where are people already gathered in your community? (e.g. 
apartments, new developments, government housing, etc.?) 

 
 
 

 What are some specific needs that the people of these groups share? 
 

 

 What would it take for your church to have compassion on the needs 
of these groups? 

 
 
 

 What ministries could your church perform that would help meet 
these needs? 

 
 
 

 How could these groups benefit from a local, homegrown bible study 
or church? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer focus: 
Pray that God will open your eyes to the crowds of people around you, their 
needs, and what you can do both individually and as a church to meet those 
needs. 
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Thursday 

Thy Kingdom Come… 
 

Dr. Matt Snowden 
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Waco, Texas 

 
Matthew 6:10a 

 
Jesus taught us to pray for the coming of the kingdom. What was he calling 
us to do? What is the kingdom? The kingdom of God is God’s presence and 
reign. The Spirit of Jesus is with us and desires to lead us. In praying, “Thy 
kingdom come” we are asking the Holy Spirit to empower and lead us to live 
for the priorities of heaven. R.T. Kendall said of this petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer, “The kingdom Jesus described simply comes down to this: the Holy 
Spirit.” When we pray for the kingdom’s coming we are asking for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 
  
Jesus set an example of praying for the Holy Spirit. Luke 3:21 reads, “Now 
when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended…” A.J. Gordon 
pointed to Luke 3:21 and said, “I wonder how many of us ever noticed the word 
‘praying?’ What was he praying about? Most clearly He is asking for the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” As in, Jesus welcomed and walked in the power of the Spirit. So 
should we. 
  
Jesus said the Holy Spirit and the Kingdom are gifts to be received. Read 
Luke 11:11-13; 12:32 and Mark 10:15. The reign of God’s Spirit is a 
wonderful promise that is appropriated through humble prayer. Remember - 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). 
  
Welcoming the Spirit’s Kingdom is our calling. Recall Ephesians 5:18, “…be 
filled with the Spirit”. We are filled when we ask in faith and act accordingly. 
Murray said that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Missions. When we plead for 
the kingdom we welcome the Spirit. With the Spirit comes the mission! 
 
  



-30- 

 

Questions for Reflection:  
Have you grieved or quenched the Holy Spirit today?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you asked for the Spirit of Jesus’ direction and help?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does God need to do in you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does God want to do through you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus:  
Pray for the direct and personal reign of the Holy Spirit. 
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Friday 

Assurance 
 

Dr. Scott Willingham 
Director of Evangelism, Texas Baptists 

 
1 John 5:12-15 
 
One of my favorite preachers, Dr. David Dykes, is friends with the great 
coach Bobby Bowden who likes to tell this story.  A high school football 
team was 6 points behind in a must-win game. With no hope for victory with 
only seconds left, the defense intercepted a pass and ran it back to the 
opponent’s five yard line. The coach mustered all of his strategy skills and 
sent in 36 sweep.  They ran it.  No gain.  He sent sweep to the other side.  A 
cloud of smoke--no gain!  And then they tried a dive up the middle ... still no 
gain. This coach became so exasperated and fed up that he threw his hands 
up and didn't even call a play.  The quarterback called the play.  To 
everyone's amazement, they ran the play, scored a touchdown and WON 
THE GAME. 
 

The coach was so excited that he ran out to his young quarterback, asking 
"What play did you call?  What play did you call?"The quarterback said, 
"Coach, when I saw that you didn't signal in a play, I figured that I had better 
decide for myself.  So I looked around in the huddle.  I saw number 12. 
 Then I saw number 10.  So I said, 'Ten plus twelve equals 23.'  And so we 
ran 23.  And we scored a touchdown!" 

 

The coach said, "You idiot!  Ten plus twelve is NOT twenty-three, it's 
twenty-two!" The quarterback said, "Well, Coach, if I was a smart as you we 
wouldn't have won!" 

 

On rare occasions, what you don’t know can be powerful. But most of the 
time, not knowing produces powerlessness. Why are so many of God’s 
people powerless personally and in their churches? We don’t know that we 
know Jesus! John writes that we have been given power.  The word “Power” 
is exousia, which means the power to act based upon who you are. If you are 
a follower of Christ, you have been given this position in God’s family and 
therefore His authority and power. You are a child of God.  
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Do you doubt your place in God’s family? Make this certain. Are you sure 
you are a part of God’s forever family? That reality empowers you behave 
and act powerfully. John makes this crystal-clear in 1 John 5:12-15.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are not sure you are a child of God, pray and make this certain. If you 
are, approach God in confidence right now, ask according to his will. 
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Saturday 

Praying for Youth 
 

Greg Bowman 
 Pastor, Brock Baptist Church, Weatherford, TX 

 
Psalm 78:5-6 
 
There is a “mostly-unreached people group” that you can find in every city in 
Texas. They are one of the groups relentlessly targeted by huge corporations 
and their hyper-active marketing campaigns. The media seemingly caters to 
their every whim. Many adults in the U.S. want to be like them in their looks 
and energy. They are fun to be around, and they place a premium on their 
relationships and zestful pursuit of a meaningful life. 
 
Yet, many of them are deeply lonely, searching for stable, loving 
relationships, and experiencing great hurt. They are often maligned, talked-
down to, un-listened to and shunned by others, even within their own 
families. An alarming number feel ashamed and are physically, emotionally or 
sexually abused in their home. Whatever their background, they turn to 
harmful substances, self-afflicted pain, and empty sexual encounters. Some 
lack the encouragement or the advice that will help them reach their goals, so 
they fall into the traps of laziness, boredom and despair. Even for those who 
grew up in church, as many as 80% of them will drop out of church after 
high school. “This people group” is the teenage population of our 
communities. 
 
Like any other people group in our cities, the youth we cross paths with 
every day need to know of the loving Father who created them and His Son, 
Jesus Christ, who was pierced for their sin and experienced the shame of the 
cross for them. This generation needs to hear that Jesus chose to endure this 
torture with incredible joy out of His great love for and acceptance of them 
(Hebrews 12:2-3). And this Jesus who loves them is alive today, and wants to 
fill their hearts with joy, grace, purpose and freedom! 
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How many teenagers may you pass today who don’t have anyone praying for 
them? Will you do so? 
 
 
 
 
 

Will you pray right now for God to bring spiritual awakening to the high 
schools, junior highs, and middle schools of your community? 

 
 
 
 
 
Will you pray for families to teach the next generation biblical truth? 
 
 
 
 
 
Will you be aware of youth today as you go about your business? Feel 

free to pray for them silently as your encounter them. 
 
 
 
 
Don’t be afraid to walk up to a teenager today and say something like, “I 

believe in the God of the Bible who loves and cares for you. How 
can I pray for you today and tell Him about what’s on your heart?” 
You may make a new friend. You may at least give that young person 
hope. And through you…God will work. 

 
 
Is there a young person who needs a caring adult to not only pray for 

them and offer mentoring help? You can do it! It doesn’t have to be 
hard. Meet with them regularly and share about what God has taught 
you in the Bible and through life experiences. Most teenagers would 
love this kind of attention and help from someone who’s been there. 
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Sunday 

Your Mission 

Elizabeth Biedriziki 
Executive Administrative Assistant, Texas Baptists 

 
2 Corinthians 5: 11-21 

As a twenty-something, I have spent a good amount of time the last few 
years trying to figure out the trajectory of my life. With the way our 
educational norms work now days, we spend roughly 20 years preparing for 
the working world by getting an education. Meaning, before they get out into 
“the real world,” young people do not have much experience beyond the 
classroom. In other words, we do not really know true independence and 
responsibility for the first 20 years or so of our lives, we have only read about 
it--generally speaking of course. So, when you turn 21 and reality starts setting 
in that you are going to be graduating from college in a year, it is a mad dash 
to figure out who you are, what you want to do for the rest of your life and 
how you are going to make a living. 
 
After spending countless days, weeks, months and years worrying about this, 
I have discovered a peace. This peace is couched in God’s simple yet intricate 
mission for the world. This mission, being as counter-cultural as it is, changes 
lives. It cultivates soul-changes that result in shifts in relationships, goals, 
aspirations, lifestyles and paradigms as a whole. This simple mission is to 
reconcile the world to Him. This reconciliation requires denial of self 
advancement and acceptance of Christ’s sovereignty. It is death to the world 
and embracing life through abiding in Jesus. 
 
This ministry spoken about in 2 Corinthians 5 spans beyond vocation, giving 
purpose and vibrancy to life that a job could never give. Not only does it 
span beyond vocation, it spans beyond our flesh (5:16). Through Christ we 
are a new creation (5:17), and as a new creation we are charged with the role 
of ambassador (5:20). Therefore, we carry this life-changing message of 
reconciliation, letting it define our decisions, actions, behaviors, speech and 
thoughts. It is what defines us. It is our mission. 
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Questions for reflection: 
How would you define your mission? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How would you define your mission in light of 2 Corinthians 5:11-21? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you spend your time, money, efforts and thoughts?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After identifying those things, how does your life reflect the mission God has 

called you to? 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
As you pray today, pray that the Lord will make His message of 
reconciliation a constant, ever-present thought for you. Pray that all you do is 
measured against that specific ministry. Ask God to remove the distractions 
this world places before you and give clarity to your purpose and worth 
found in Christ.  
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Week 3 
 Monday-A Confession of  the Church 

 Tuesday-Your Will be Done on Earth as it is in  
       Heaven 

 Wednesday-Ministering to those You Work With 

 Thursday-Who Will Abide in Christ Through His  
Word? 

 Friday-Praying for Business Leaders 

 Saturday-Reading for a Mission, part 1 

 Sunday-Reading for a Mission, part 2  
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Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of  the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.” 

Matthew 9:37-38  
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Monday 

A Confession of  the Church 
 

Blake Coffee 
Executive Director, Christian Unity Ministries 

 
John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:1-3, 29-32 
 
Anybody who has been married more than a few years knows that marriage 
is hard work.  It simply is not enough to “be in love”…it takes commitment 
and effort to move together through the seasons and moments when, 
frankly, we do not “feel” very much in love.  This is true because marriage is 
a relationship, and relationships are messy…because people themselves are 
messy.  We are complicated.   

Like marriage, the church is made up of people.  Specifically, it is comprised 
of relationships among those people.  And those relationships are messy as 
well.  Yet it is those relationships which are at the very heart of unity.  When 
Jesus turned his prayers toward the future church and prayed for unity, He 
was praying for the relationships among us.  He was asking his Father to fill 
the church with the manifest presence of His spirit and that there would be 
an oneness so amazing; it would draw the world into it. 

God has already answered that prayer.  He has already provided His spirit to 
indwell His church.  But we have a role to play as well.  Paul admonishes us 
“…to make every effort to preserve the unity of the spirit…”  In other 
words, do the hard work of healing relationships.  This means having the hard 
conversations involved with reconciliation.  It means struggling to find our 
way forward through conflict, rather than running from it or hurting each 
other over it.  It means moving to meet one another’s needs, even when we 
don’t necessarily like one another.  It means learning to disagree with each 
other without being disagreeable.  It means having the courage to say “ouch, 
that hurt”, having the transparency to say, “I’m sorry”, and having the 
understanding to offer forgiveness. 

Preserving the unity of the church is hard, tireless, thankless work.  But for 
God’s church, it is job one. 
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Questions for reflection:   
What relationships in your church have you avoided?  

 

 

 

 

In which cases have you failed to “make every effort”? 

 

 

 

 

At a time when Jesus was looking at the church today, He could have prayed 
for anything at all, yet he only prayed for one thing: unity.  That was what 
was most important to Him.  What has been most important to you?  What 
have you made more important than unity? 

 

 

 

 

Prayer focus: 
Father, we confess that we have not done the hard work of preserving the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace.  We confess that we have made many other things more important in 
our church than the relationships among us.  We confess that, because of our weak, broken, 
human condition, we have found relationships to be difficult, and we have been too afraid to 
lean into them the way you taught us to do.  We confess that we have often failed with 
regard to unity, and as a result, have failed with regard to mission. 

Forgive us, Father!  Teach us your ways.  Make your manifest presence known among us.  
Make us one…so that the world will know that you sent your Son! 
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Tuesday 

Your Will be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven 
 

Ryan Jespersen 
Director of Urban Missions, Texas Baptists 

 
1 Timothy 2:1-4, 2 Peter 3:9 
 
Let’s think for moment about the way we pray. Most of the time people pray 
for things that are in their best interest. It is not necessarily wrong to pray for 
the things we need; in fact next week we will look at praying for our daily 
bread.  
 
However, one of the things that we must pray for is for God’s will to be 
done and God’s will to happen not only in our lives but in the lives of others. 
 We know that the will of God is for us not to sin since the scripture is very 
clear about that. Thus, we should pray for strength in that area of our lives.  
 
Both 1 Timothy 2:1-4, and 2 Peter 3:9 talk about the idea that God wants 
people, all people to come to a saving knowledge of Himself. This then is an 
area that God wants us to pray for, praying for people to find Christ.   
 
Who do you know who does not know Christ as Savior? Is it pretty evident 
in their lives that they need a saving relationship with Christ? How much 
time do you spend praying for those who are not yet in that saving 
relationship? God’s will according to Jesus in John 10:10 is for people to live 
wholesome joy-filled lives and that He came to give abundant life. Without 
Christ a person can never have that abundance, thus praying for them to find 
Him is the most important prayer we will ever pray for someone.   
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Scripture Focus - 1 Timothy 2:1-4, 2 Peter 3:9.  Meditate on these scriptures. 
 How are you praying for and making these scriptures come alive in your 
world? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are you praying for to find a personal relationship with Jesus? List them 
here. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Take time today to list just a few people you know who do not have a saving 
relationship with Jesus. Pray to God these folks, asking Him to reveal 
Himself to them. Ask Him to allow you to have the opportunity to share the 
love of Christ with them. 
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Wednesday 

Ministering to Those You Work With 
 

Dr. Charles Wilson 
Director of Church Evangelism, Texas Baptists 

 
John 13:34 

 
Jesus said of himself, “Having finished the work you gave me to do, I brought you glory 
on earth” (John 17:4, NCV). Jesus’ work was to save the world. He set the 
standard and gave the example to all of us about the value of our 
relationships .We all know we are to value family & friends, but part of our 
work is to also value those we work with.  
 
Paul said it like this, “I may speak in different languages of people, or even angels, but if 
I do not have love, I’m only a noisy bell or a crashing cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1, NCV). 
Jesus committed His work of world redemption to His children. We are to 
focus on loving God and loving people.  
 
The greatest commandment given by Jesus concerning relationships was to 
love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. We all understand the first part, but how about the 
second? He reinforces this by saying, “I give a new command to you now; love each 
other as much as I love you” (John 13:34). 
 
 
I encourage you to not only embrace John 3:16, but to move toward 1 John 
3:16. John, who was sure of God’s love for him said that the sacrifice of 
Jesus is the example of giving himself and reminds us to similarly give to 
ourselves and to others. “We know love by this that He [Jesus] laid down His life for 
us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
 
 
What does that look like? We give our life to people when we give them time 

and attention. As we work let’s remember that part of our work to be “Christ 

in the Workplace.” The Golden Rule is “Treat others the way you want them to treat 

you” Jesus goes on to say “You must be compassionate, just as your Father is 

compassionate” (Luke 6:36, NLT). 
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We may not love perfectly, but if we try we will be able to love increasingly. 
 

Question for reflection:  

Who in your work place needs a personal relationship with the Lord?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you be a part of their finding this life changing relationship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Focus:  
Ask God to give you an opportunity to appropriately share Christ with that 
person. 
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Thursday 

Who will Abide in Christ through His Word?  
 

Dr. Kevin Moore  
Senior Pastor, Lamar Baptist Church, Arlington, TX 

 
Psalm 119 

 
 It is so easy to find people who claim they love the Lord, yet so rare to find 
someone who expresses this love for the Lord through devotion to the Bible. 
People are passionate about sports, entertainment, hobbies, but few display a 
significant interest in Scripture. Sadly, the indifference towards God’s Word 
is in actuality indifference toward Christ Himself.  It is only through God’s 
Word that we are able to know Him. The loudest praise songs in church ring 
hollow when people do not really know the God to whom they sing.  Even 
the most earnest acts of service prove anemic when people are ignorant of 
the God they serve.  Many peoples’ love for God bears a striking 
resemblance to the whimsical, capricious, and strictly emotive love seen in 
the movies.  
  
 In sharp contrast to the pseudo-Christianity that has largely neglected the 
Bible; the psalmist in Psalm 119 cannot contain his abiding love for the 
Lord’s Word.  The psalmist zealously pursues the Lord despite being 
slandered by rulers (v. 23) and mocked by the wicked (v. 51).  Not even 
intense suffering diminished his commitment to the Bible.  “Though I am 
like a wineskin in the smoke I do not forget your decrees (v. 83).  Even at the 
threat of death, the psalmist maintains his robust devotion to God’s Word 
saying, “the wicked are waiting to destroy me, but I will ponder your 
statutes” (v. 95).  In the midst of his travail the psalmist discovers, hope (vv. 
43, 49), life (vv. 25, 50), grace (vv. 29, 58), freedom (vv. 32, 45), comfort (vv. 
52, 76), understanding (vv. 100, 104), and great peace (v. 165) in God’s 
Word.  All of these blessings are available you as you seek God through his 
Word.  Today, resolve that you will run in the path of God’s Commands (v. 
32)! 
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Reflection questions: 
  

 Am I fully devoted to seeking God through the Bible? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 What can I remove from my daily schedule so that I can study God’s 

Word with greater diligence? 
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Friday  

A Prayer for Business Leaders 
 

Eric McNeil, Attorney 
 
Psalm 39:4-6  

 
A Matter of Perspective 
“Perspective” is defined in Webster’s Dictionary as “the capacity to view 
things in their true relations or relative importance.” In our consumer-driven 
culture, the most important things in life are the things that money can buy, 
and we measure success by how much money we make or by how much 
stuff we own. God’s kingdom, on the other hand, views success from a 
different perspective, one that focuses on the eternal rather than the 
temporal. In Psalm 39:4-6, David asks God to give him an eternal 
perspective—to remind him of the brevity of life and of the fact that, no 
matter how much money or stuff you have, “you can’t take it with you” when 
you die. Solomon offers the same perspective in Ecclesiastes 2:26: “To the 
man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he 
gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases 
God.” 
 
If we want to be used by God to transform our culture and to advance His 
kingdom, we too must adopt an eternal perspective. In Matthew 6:19-21, 
Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. Do store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” In other words, the most 
important things in life are not things! We should follow the example of 
David, a man after God’s own heart, by rejecting our culture’s perspective of 
what is important and instead adopting a prayerful posture before God, 
seeking His help so that we might become men and women who please Him 
in every area of our lives. 
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Questions for Reflection 
How would it impact our community if business leaders used their resources 
and influence not just to increase profits, but to advance God’s kingdom?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What would happen if we did the same? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Pray that God would bring a spiritual awakening among business leaders in 
our community, inspiring them to work for the cause of Christ and for the 
good of all people. Pray for the Body of Christ to have an eternal perspective 
with regard to money and material possessions, and to be generous and 
willing to share all that God has provided. 
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Saturday 

Reading for a Mission - Part 1 
 

Ryan Jespersen 
Director of Urban Missions, Texas Baptists 

 
Psalm 119:172 
 
Why do you read your Bible? It could be for a number of reasons.  Perhaps it 
is what you have always done and so you feel you should continue. Perhaps it 
is out of some sense of guilt. Perhaps it is because it makes you feel better.  
 
I would like to propose to you that the reading of the Scripture should be for 
a very specific reason - to draw closer to the Father and to be prepared to go 
out in the world to do His mission.   Drawing close to God is a great reason 
to read scripture, yet God has not saved you nor filled you with His word so 
you can just sit.  God does all of that so that you can be on His mission in 
the world.  He has given us His word for the primary purpose of being filled 
with His spirit, and then we become a conduit for His love in the world.   
 We know that the primary way in which God speaks to us, His children, is 
by His word, so if you are going to be on His mission, or speak for Him in 
the public square, or if you are going to allow His love to flow through you 
to the world, then you must absolutely be a regular reader of God’s word.  
 
I suggest you read all of Psalm 119.  Read it regularly, for it reminds us of 
how important the word of God is in the life and ministry that we are asked 
to live.  
 
  



-50- 

 

Questions for reflection 
When you read God’s word, does it draw you into closer relationship with 

God or do you feel as though you read out of habit or guilt?  Let’s be 
honest with this question.  You are the only one who is going to see this.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does reading the Word better prepare you for your mission in the 

world?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you feel like you are better prepared to be a witness for Christ when you 

read His Word regularly? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a plan on how you will read God’s word regularly.  Go ahead and take 

time to write a personal goal down.  Some of us get up in the morning 
and read the Word, and others of us may read at night.  However you 
decide is best, just remember to do it.  

 



-51- 

 

Sunday 

Reading for a Mission - Part 2 
 

Ryan Jespersen  
Director of Urban Missions, Texas Baptists 

 
Deuteronomy 4:10 
 
When one reads for a mission, there is a particular way in which one may 
want to do this.  When you read for a mission, you are not looking at 
scripture so that you can teach a Bible study or understand something of the 
culture of Biblical days.  While both of those things are very good reasons to 
study the Bible, keep this in mind.  When you are being thrust into the world 
to do His work, you must consider that there is a different kind of reading 
that needs to be done. It is the kind of reading that puts you closer in touch 
with what God has for you.  
 
Spiritual reading is a fairly simple concept that comes out of the tradition 
known as lectio divina.  We do this simply by answering three questions about 
a passage.   
What does a passage teach you about God?  This is important because we 
need to know God better before we can truly begin to evaluate ourselves.   
 
What does this passage teach me about myself?  This question is important 
because scripture many times deals with things in our lives that we probably 
have not seen or are unaware.   
 

How does my life need to change in accordance with this passage?  Where 

are areas I need to make changes because of the word I am reading?  The last 

step is to write out a prayer that will bring you in line with what this passage 

speaks.    



-52- 

 

 

These three simple questions will help you find much of what God has for 
you in scripture.   Take any passage of scripture you choose, James chapter 1 
can be a good one to begin with.   Do not take the entire chapter, select a 
few verses and begin this process.    
 

What does this passage teach me about God?  

 

 

 

 

What does this passage teach me about myself?  

 

 

 

 

How does my own life need to change to come in line with what God is 
teaching me?  

 

 

 

 

Take time to write out a prayer to God, asking Him to help you do this in a 
great way.   
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Week 4 
 Monday-Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 

 Tuesday-I See Those Hands 

 Wednesday- The Beginning of  a New Ministry in  
  Your Church 

 Thursday-Praying for Our Schools 

 Friday-Deliver Us From the Evil One 

 Saturday-Praying for Civic Leaders 

 Sunday-On Mission to the Ends of  the Earth  
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Declare his glory among the nations, his 

marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Psalm 96:3
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Monday 

Give Us Today Our Daily Bread 
 

Dr. Jeff Johnson  
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Commerce, TX  

& 2012-2014 President of Texas Baptists 
 

Matthew 6:11 
 

E.P.I.C. 

In attending my first Chamber of Commerce meeting here in Commerce I 
saw the E.P.I.C. report on the agenda.  I’m thinking Leonard Sweet’s 
Postmodern Pilgrims: Experimental, Participatory, Image-Driven, and 
Connected.  Cool! When the report was given I found out E.P.I.C. was End 
Poverty In Commerce.  From that birthed my “Dr. Phil” question to the 
group: “How is that working for us?”  Crickets.  “It isn’t, we want to 
transform this community but don’t know how.” 

Since then we have partnered with Texas Baptists on a renewed E.P.I.C 
initiative that is supported by our Chamber.  In spite of the fact that we are a 
“University” town, over seventy percent of our children are on free or 
reduced meals.  We pray each Sunday for daily bread and His Kingdom to 
come into the lives of all in our community.  This places the prayer for daily 
bread within the whole “Jesus is the Bread of life” context where it belongs.  

For us now it is impossible to pray for personal provision without being 
aware of all who do not have bread or the Bread.  How can we pray for daily 
bread without being horribly aware of those in our community who did not 
have bread (or Bread) yesterday, and do not have bread (or Bread) today?  
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Our challenge is to stand with and diligently work for those whom we have 
claimed to be an advocate.  Our prayer then is not just for the physically or 
spiritually hungry, but with the physically and spiritually hungry, and all who 
are desperate from whatever deep need.  The prayer for daily bread and 
God’s Kingdom to come then is epic and dangerous; but it is part of our 
model prayer.   

 

Will you pray with us?  

 

 

 Will you pray today with those in your community?  That would be EPIC, 
truly transformational. 

 

 

 

Questions for reflection   
What needs can you see in your community that are not being met?  
  
  
 
 
  
  
How do you personally need to get involved in feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, and caring for the oppressed in your community? 
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Tuesday 

I See Those Hands  
 

Jerry Joplin  
Director of Missions, Lubbock Area Baptist Association 

 
Matthew 19:14 

 
How many of you accepted Jesus before you were thirteen? I see those 
hands. Research tells us that almost half of you raised your hand. Children 
have a particular openness to God’s love and the message contained in the 
Gospel. Now, how many of you were led to Christ by the influence of your 
Christian parents? I see those hands. Again, statistics indicate that half of you 
raised your hand. There is little doubt of the importance of a godly parent’s 
influence on children coming to Christ. Unfortunately, there are thousands 
of children in those formative years who are growing up without the benefit 
of a godly home. This prayer day is huge for the Kingdom of God as we pray 
for those children.  
 
In Matthew 19, the children were hindered from approaching Jesus. The 
apostles thought they were doing the right thing. Jesus became indignant and 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them (Vs. 14 NIV).” The 
heart of the message is an invitation to children to come to Him without 
hindrance.  
 
We all know children love invitations and parties. My own children jumped 
with joy when they knew a party invitation had arrived. If lost parents are not 
going to share the invitation of Jesus with their children, then who must 
deliver the good news? Again, research matters. Another one in five pre-
teens were led to Him by a friend or another relative. In the USA, few 
children, even in lost homes, are without an informer of Jesus’ invitation. All 
churches & Christians have their sphere of influence where there are 
opportunities to share Jesus even if a child lives in a non-Jesus home. So I 
ask who will daily be intentional about telling a child about Jesus’ invitation? 
I see those hands!!!  
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Questions for Reflection 
Ponder your own salvation journey & list those who influenced you the most 
to come to salvation by sharing Jesus’ invitation. 
 
 
 
 
Think of the children who live in your sphere of influence to whom you can 
intentionally share Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
Think about how your church is and can be a lighthouse to children living in 
a dark house without Jesus. Are you being intentional? 
 
 
 
 
 

 For lost homes and parents in your church neighborhood. 

 For lost children in your sphere of influence. 

 That God will open doors for you to share the good news of Jesus’ 

invitation. 

 That lost parents will be convicted to allow Christian influence upon 

their children even if they choose to reject Jesus for themselves. 

 That parents will come to Christ based on their child’s desire for 

Jesus.  
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Wednesday 

The Beginning of  a New Ministry  
In Your Church 

 
Dr. Clint Davis 

Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, TX 
 

Isaiah 40:31 
 

The easiest thing in the world (church world included) is to continue doing 
what you have been doing.  It doesn’t matter whether it works or not.  It’s 
just easier to keep repeating the familiar routine.  Sometimes that does work.  
There are those patterns of Bible study, worship, prayer, and ministry that are 
timeless and effective.  We should cling to them with tenacity. 
 
Along the way, we are challenged to do something new.  How can we know 
if this is God’s will?  How do we discern God’s direction when we are being 
nudged toward something uncomfortable, risky, or out-of-our-ordinary?  
Unless you have been blessed with the Urim and Thummin, you have to try 
something a little more conventional. 
 
Prayer is the indispensable element when considering God’s direction.  He is 
faithful to speak when we approach him in prayer.  We speak and then we 
listen.  He will speak -- through His Word and through His Spirit.  He will 
speak.  He will rise up those who are to be a part of the new work.  When I 
am the only one who gets excited about a new project/work, I get nervous.  
In my experience, God’s direction includes God’s enlistment and provision.  
I have to be open to the possibility that someone else may have the 
idea/revelation.  I get to join the process.  Sometimes, I get the idea and have 
to wait on others who will join the process. 
 
Patience is a good accompaniment to prayer.  God works in His time.  
Sometimes, He moves quickly.  At other times, he moves at the pace of a 
glacier.  I have to continually learn to wait.  Isaiah said that those who wait 
on the Lord will gain new strength.  (Isaiah 40:31)  We get strength, vision, 
and hope.  It’s a good formula.   
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Prayer focus and Reflection Question  
 

 

 

 

Ask God to show you if a new ministry needs to begin out of your church. 
Journal about that ministry here.  

 

 

 

 

  

Ask God to show you if you need to be one who begins that ministry.    
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Thursday 

Praying for our Schools 
 

Principal Jonathan Smith  
Principal, T.W. Browne Middle School Dallas, TX 

 
1 Timothy 4:12 

 
Parents send their youngsters to school each morning in hopes that one day 
their children might reap the benefits of having stability in life. Sadly, 
students encounter early exposure to the effects of an eroding culture that 
promotes drinking/drugs over drawing closer to God; fornication over 
faithfulness to God’s design for family; and instantaneous prosperity over 
integrity and perseverance. 
 
Paul writes to younger Timothy, who is called to face head-on the unsavory 
impact of damnable doctrine and loose living. Timothy needed 
encouragement, just as our students and school staff need today. Whether 
young or old, the best way to combat the ills in our schools today is for 
Christians to ‘set an example’. God has placed before us, in our neighborhood 
schools, a chance to win souls for Christ by being salt and light, and by 
sharing the love of Christ.  
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Questions for Reflection 
What type of example am I setting for other believers and the unsaved that 

know me? 
 
 
 
Are my children or the children in my family equipped to handle the 

temptations they face every day at school? 
 
 
 
How can I get involved in my neighborhood school to rightly impact the life 

of just one child to start? 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Pray that God gives school staff and students the spiritual boldness to live 
unashamed for Him. Pray that God softens our hearts to opportunities get 
involved in our neighborhood schools.  
 
As we seek to engage the culture of our day, pray that believers in schools are 
a daily demonstration: 
 
In Speech - Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. – 
Psalm 141:3 NIV 
 
In Conduct - Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ… –Philippians 1:27 NIV 
 
In Love - By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. –
John 13:35 NIV 
 
In Faith - …This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. – 1 John 
5:4 NIV 
 
In Purity - How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to 
your word. –Psalm 119:9 NIV 
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Friday 

Deliver Us From the Evil One 
 

Pastor Jesse Rincones 
Senior Pastor Alliance Church, Lubbock Texas, 

Executive Director, Hispanic Baptist Convention of Texas 
 
Matthew 6:13  

 
Having delivered the temptation, the tempter - otherwise known as our 
Administrative Pastor - promptly left my office. There we were. Alone. Just 
the doughnut and me. A sweet sugary delight with a single purpose - to 
appeal to the longing for sweets that most humans crave. It had been six 
weeks since I had eaten any processed foods or sugars. During that time, I 
had my share of encounters with pizza, cookies, and, yes, doughnuts. I had 
resisted before. I could do it again. I could resist again. 
 
But, I didn't. I ate it. All of it. In less than a minute the doughnut was gone. 
Gone too was my six week streak of self-control and clean eating. Someone 
once said, "Lead me not into temptation... I know how to get there all by 
myself!" 
 
It's true for most of us. We don't have to go far to encounter temptation. For 
some, it's as close as the pantry or refrigerator. For others, it's the shopping 
channel on their living room TV. For some, the temptation is literally around 
the corner where they sell, beer, cigarettes, or the latest drug. Increasingly, we 
can reach in our pockets, pull out our smart phones and indulge in anything 
from gossip, to gambling, to pornography. 
It is just too much temptation for us to handle. To be more precise - and 
biblical - it is too much temptation for us to handle alone. 
 
When Jesus showed us how to pray, He reminded us to ask the Father to 
"deliver us from the evil one." As we make this request we are reminded of 
our dependence on the only power that is greater than our temptation and 
greater than our tempter, the evil one. 
 
Will you call on that power today and be set free from temptation? 
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Questions for Reflection: 
Can you thank God for something that He's helped you overcome? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What temptation have you encountered lately? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you overcome something in the past, become overconfident and now 
let your guard down? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
Father, you are sovereign over all kingdoms and all powers. I ask you to use your power, 
your Spirit and your truth in me to deliver me from temptation and the evil one. 
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Saturday 

Praying for Civic Leaders 
 

Jim Gerlt 
 Executive Pastor, Bacon Heights Baptist Church,  

Lubbock, TX & Mayor Pro Tem of the City Council  
 

1 Samuel 16:12, 2 Samuel 12:7 
 
Scripture Focus: 1 Samuel 16:12 …this is he and 2 Samuel 12:7 …you are 
the man! 
 
These two Scriptural references dramatically illustrate the need to pray for 
your leaders. The first was spoken by God to Samuel when David was 
selected to be the new king. Saul had disqualified himself when he lost sight 
of who he was (king) and attempted to serve as who he was not (priest). 
Saul’s humility had disappeared and arrogance took its place. With three 
simple words God replaced him, “this is he.” 
 
David began his reign as the king who could do no wrong. His approval 
ratings would have been off the chart, had there been one. As is often the 
case among those in positions of great authority, David forgot about the 
limits on his life. Bathsheba was beautiful and he was powerful. God-placed 
boundaries were crossed and a series of sins occurred leading to the 
pronouncement, “you are the man.” Nathan had the uncomfortable assignment 
of confronting the king with his sin and calling him to repentance. 
 
Throughout the Old Testament we have continuous examples of Israel 
prospering when a godly king was on the throne, suffering when a bad king 
ruled. While we don’t have kings we do have people in authority. Apostle 
Paul mentions them (Romans 13:1) and instructs us to pray for them (1 
Timothy 2:1-2). Faith tells me God blesses a nation today when the 
authorities follow God’s plan and that same nation suffers under godless 
leaders. 
 
As one who serves in an elected position (city councilman) I realize the 
importance of God’s people praying for their leaders. Regularly we make 
decisions that impact people’s lives and livelihood. We need wisdom to 
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choose correctly. We must have discernment to know the best course of 
action for our city. We are reliant upon the prayers of God’s people. 
Questions: 
Do you regularly pray for your elected officials? 
 
 
 
Do you realize the pressure they face when making decisions? 
 
 
 
Have you sent them an encouraging note, explaining that you pray for them? 
 
 
 
Have you prayed for God to raise up godly men and women to run for 

office? 
 
 
 
Should you be praying about running for office? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus: 

 Pray for our elected leaders to have discernment: 

 To know what is true, 

 To have the courage of their convictions and the strength of 

character to serve selflessly, 

 To remember they are stewards of God’s world and resources. 
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Sunday 

 

On Mission to the Ends of the Earth 

  
Steve Seaberry 

Director of Texas Partnerships, Texas Baptists 

  
Acts 1:8b; Romans 15:20a 

 

Paul shared his mission heart with the church in Rome – “to preach the Good 

News where the name of Christ has never been heard”. His deep desire was to go as 

far as Spain. During Paul’s time, Spain was the westernmost edge of the 

Roman Empire. So the “ends of the earth” for Paul would have ended in 

Spain. 

 

During the 1500s, European explorers opened the way to the Americas, to 

Africa and beyond. Christian missionaries quickly followed along to spread 

the message of Christ. These parts of the world then became the “ends of 

the earth” for them.  

 

Then in 1792 a simple shoemaker named William Carey helped to usher in 

the modern missionary movement through his groundbreaking work. Carey 

coined the phrase that has been often-repeated – “Expect great things from God; 

attempt great things for God.” For Carey and the thousands that followed in the 

succeeding years, the “ends of the earth” included vast numbers of 

unreached peoples in Africa and Asia. 

 

The world of the 21st century has become more “globalized”; the world has 

“flattened out” through greater ease of transportation and communication. 

Areas of our world that were once “closed” now seem to be more open and 

accessible than ever. Where would Paul desire to go to share the message of 

Christ if he were alive during the 21st century? 

 

It is helpful to remember that sharing the Good News “where the name of 

Christ has never been heard” is not primarily a geographic issue. It may be 

that you find a neighbor in your very own town who has never heard the 
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name of Christ. There may be someone in your own family who has never 

heard the message of the Gospel. Ultimately our responsibility is to be a 

witness for Christ wherever we are.  

 

We are to live “like a missionary” wherever we live – in our own home 

culture or across the globe in a totally foreign culture. A missionary lifestyle 

will cause us to pray fervently for more workers for the harvest field; to pray 

for more opportunities to share the Gospel; and to pray for boldness to see 

God at work around us and to share the Good News with someone who has 

never heard. Paul would agree! 

 

Reflection Questions 

Where are the “ends of the earth” for you…right now? 

Am I living a missionary lifestyle? If not, how can I get started? 

What is preventing me from being a witness for Christ right where I live? 

Who do I know that is from another country/culture? 

Who works at the local convenience store, and where is their home 

country/culture? 

Prayer Focus 

 Pray for harvest field workers in the “hard-to-reach” places  

o due to geography and remoteness   

o due to religious oppression, intolerance and apathy 

 Pray for more opportunities to be a witness, wherever I am.  

 Pray for boldness to reach beyond my comfort zone to “live like a 

missionary” 

  



-69- 

 

Through His Eyes 
 

Dr. Steve Vernon  
Associate Executive Director, Texas Baptists 

 
Matthew 9:1-38 
 
Focal Passage: Matthew 9:35-38 
 
The other day I had the opportunity to return to Happy, Texas, the small 
town where I was raised. I remember as a child how big and complete our 
town of 750 was. We had everything we needed—one grocery store, a car 
dealer, and a lumber yard. I returned for a high school homecoming. I saw 
with different eyes. The homes which at one time to me seemed large and 
fine were rundown and small.  
 
I now live in a large city and travel over the state. Occasionally I have the 
opportunity to visit other cities across the nation. Now I see with different 
eyes. I see thousands and thousands of people that have no idea about the 
hope of Christ and the difference he can make in their lives. 
 
In Matthew 9 there are several instances of how Jesus saw. He saw the faith 
of friends who brought a paralyzed man to him and healed him. He saw a tax 
collector and called him. He saw a woman who was ill and healed her. He 
saw a family in grief and brought life. He saw blind men and made them see. 
Finally he saw the crowd and had compassion on them.  
 
My prayer for this time is that we will see with the eyes of Jesus. As the 
church we are his body, his hands and feet. We are also his eyes and his 
heart. I pray that we will see people—people who need to know the hope of 
Christ. There are people who are hurting, who are wandering, who are 
hopeless and who are in need to find the promise of faith in Christ. My 
prayer is that we will move to doing. Will you pray to see with the eyes of 
Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



-70- 

 

 
Questions for reflection  
As you see your community do you have the eyes of Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does Jesus see when he sees through your eyes? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What needs do you see that He is calling you to meet? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer focus for the day  
“Lord, help me see with your eyes and then give my life to meet those needs.” 
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30 Ways To Be On Mission 
 

The following pages are filled with ideas for you, your church, 
your Sunday school class, small group, or your family to get on mission.   
Some are very simple, and none are complicated.  In each of them Texas 
Baptists stand ready to be a help you in training and resourcing.  Please feel 
free to call us, or connect with us on the web.  We would love to hear from 
you to see how this is being implemented in your context.  Each of the ways 
also has space for you to write.  This is intentional because we know that the 
idea given might lead to other ideas so we want you to be able to take some 
time and write down what you might be thinking.  Again, in that case we 
would love to hear how you implemented a particular method of mission in 
your area.  Our prayer for you is that you would feel empowered to get on 
the mission of God for your life.  
  
Please contact the office of Urban Missions at Texas Baptists for more 
information.  
  
(888) 244-9400 

Texasbaptists.org/urban    
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Adopt an Elementary School,  
Provide for Needs of Families 

 
There are many things you can do at an elementary school that can reflect 
the love of Christ.  Provide goodie bags for the teachers during Teachers’ 
Appreciation Day.  Include a note in the bags that lets them know you 
appreciate their work and that you are praying for them.  Ask the principles if 
there is a family(s) in need that you could adopt for the holidays: 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
  
 
What are other things your church could at a local elementary school to shine 
the love of Christ? 
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Adopt a Nursing Home 
 

Many times people in nursing homes do not get many visitors.  Your church 
group could encourage this group of elderly people by visiting them.  Here 
are a few activities you could do with them: read to them, play board games, 
have a monthly birthday party, have a children’s Sunday school class make 
them Christmas cards, have a concert for them, pray for them.  This is a 
ministry the whole church can get involved in.   
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
What could the children, youth and adults do to minister to the people in the 
nursing home? 
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Plant a Community Garden 
 

A new ministry that has been having success on the border is the planting of 
community gardens.  Churches and/or individuals plant vegetable gardens 
and invite the community to participate.  The produce is then shared with 
people in the community.  It is a great way to start relationships.  All that is 
needed are packages of vegetable seeds: Tomato, carrot, lettuce, onion, garlic, 
cilantro, bell pepper, cucumber, squash, jalapeños (chile peppers), okra, pinto 
beans, watermelon, cantaloupe, cabbage, spinach.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
How can a community garden help a church share the gospel? 
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Volunteer at a Local Outreach 

Or Food Bank 
 

Much of the world we live in, even in our Texas Cities, are impoverished.  
One very real way for the church to engage this area is for members of the 
church to begin volunteering in local food banks.  In many cases you will 
have the opportunity to not only pray with them, but also lead them to faith 
in Christ.  It may be that you feel led to begin a Bible study in one of these 
places.  God may use you to lead a new church plant right there in that food 
bank.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
What are some additional places you can volunteer to reach the impoverished 
in your community? 
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Give Water/Snacks out at Area Parks 
 

Everyone enjoys a bottle of water on a hot day or a random free hot dog as 
you walk through the park.  One of the best ways to get on mission in your 
community is to begin systematically going to parks and giving away bottles 
of water, hot dogs, or some other snack along with a simple card telling 
people about your church.  You might invite them to a church event or just 
tell them “Jesus loves you.”  This may be something you do as a family, or it 
may be something you do as a Sunday school class or church.  Either way it 
can make a great impact.   
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
Write down a few places where people are, regularly, that you could make an 
effort to be a blessing with a small act of kindness, it may be a park, it may be 
somewhere else. 
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Visit Homes 
 

The best way to witness to people in your community is through 
relationships.  It may be that people in your church do not YET have those 
relationships.  Thus visiting a home with a gift in your hand can be a fantastic 
way to reach your community for Christ.   Make sure you are sensitive to the 
time of day (never knocking on doors when it is dark outside), do not ask 20 
questions, and simply come with a gift and an invitation to a church event.    
Make sure you also ask how you can pray for the person, and be sure you 
follow up on that.   
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
Take a few minutes and strategize whose door you might need to knock on 
in the next few weeks with a gift from your church.   
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Community Cleanup 
 

When people notice the fact that you have taken time to serve, that changes 
their perspective of you all together. In general, post moderns have a difficult 
time trusting Christians. At some point in their past they have been burned 
by them. When you take the time to pick up trash in your community and 
people notice that, it will build a bridge of trust in a great way. In a church 
recently we saw over 50 people come to faith in Christ and membership in 
that church from one flyer that was passed out on a neighborhood clean up 
day. You do not know how God may choose to use your service to Him and 
the community around you.   
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or  texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
Picking up trash is just one way to do this, take a minute and list some other 
ways you might serve your community.  
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Engage the International Population  
Living in Your Community 

 
It is estimated that we have over 800 different ethnic groups living in the 
United States, in Texas we have approximately 239 different languages 
spoken.   Through Texas Baptists we are ministering in 69 different 
languages.  Many of these churches are small and could use help in teaching 
English, doing a VBS, an afterschool program, a block party of any number 
of ministries that would minister to the population around them.    
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or  texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
What would be one way you think you could have ministry with a small 
ethnic church.  Take time to write that here. 
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Open up the Gym 
 
People like sports, and it can be hard to find a place to safely play.  If your 
church has a gym, then open that up on a regular basis to allow people to 
come and play.  Make sure church members are around to assure things stay 
safe and that people feel welcome.  At some point it may be appropriate to 
have a Bible study but you may want to start with just prayer.   Let God open 
the doors of opportunity for you.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
What is a facility, field, or parking lot that could be use for sports for your 
community?    
 
 
 
 
How can you envision a ministry happening in one of these? 
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Prayer Walk 
  

God knows the issues of every home in your community.  He knows what 
they are going through, how they are struggling, what crisis has befallen their 
life.  When you begin to pray for them it is very possible that God may give 
you an opportunity to make an impact in their lives.  A great prayer to pray 
as you go through out the homes in your community is this “God do that 
which only you can do in this home, and if needed I am willing to be a part 
of what you do.” That says two things, first that God is the one who is going 
to do it, and second that you are willing to have part in that.  A great 
resource for prayer walking is the http://pray4everyhome.com/.  
 

For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
What are specific areas that you, your family, class, or church can prayer 
walk? 
  

http://pray4everyhome.com/
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Free Yard Sale 
 

A great community outreach opportunity is having a “free” yard sale. 
Encourage friends, church members, and community members to donate 
clothes, furniture, appliances, home décor, and normal yard sale items to be 
in a free yard sale. Give the items away to people that may not be able to 
afford them otherwise. Host the free sale in close proximity to those that 
would need it the most, meet them where they are. By sacrificially giving you 
are blessing others as well as clearing out unnecessary items in your own life.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or  texasbaptists.org/urban. 
 
 
List some items you can give away today in order to bless someone else. 
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Adopt-a-Student at University  
of British Columbia 

 
No, you can't literally adopt a university student. But you can have a long-
distance impact on the campus through the ministries of Origin Church. 
Currently, the UBC community has over 48,000 students and 14,000 
employees from 153 different countries. You can join the prayer team of 
Craig, Ellen, Peter and Michaela. You can help provide funds for the 
"Welcome Back BBQ" to start the new school year. God may use your 
interest and involvement, however great or small, in this strategic 
international ministry to touch the lives of students who will be the future 
leaders in their home country.  
 
For more information on how you can be involved, Texas Partnerships at 
Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/partnerships 
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International Day 
 

Introduce your church to different cultures from around the world by 
hosting an International Day. Invite missionaries from various countries to 
bring food and have a booth about the country or people group they 
represent.  Encourage members to get involved with missionaries by praying 
or supporting financially. Many people are not sure how to be involved in 
missions but by bringing the mission field to your church they can see 
firsthand how they can pray specifically and meet those serving on the field.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Urban Missions 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/texaspartnerships. 
 
 
Think of people you can contact to ask how you can pray for their people 
group and possibly invite to an International Day. 
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Organic Church 
 

There is a process to starting an organic church; however the plans to do it 
are simpler when we are not expecting to have a big group to initiate it.  
Start by asking as many people as possible to form a team that agrees to meet 
at least once a week to pray; enlist supporting people to help the planter by 
providing resources, materials, etc.  The planter then needs a workers team to 
develop the specific task to start a new church. This group needs to be 
trained on how to find people of peace (Luke 10) knocking on the doors in a 
specific neighborhood, or having an outreach event to find out some 
contacts.  
 
The organic church can start meetings once we have at least two children of 
peace. The meeting will consist of an interactive Bible study, prayer concerns, 
and perhaps one or two simple songs.  
 
For additional information Organic Churches at Texas Baptists, or (888) 244-
9400 texasbaptists.org/organicchurch. 
 
List people you can invite to join with you to start a new organic church 
today. 
 

  



-86- 

 

Short Term Trip to Border 
 

The border is still the least churched and least evangelized area in Texas.  
Your church could partner with a church on the border to help them reach 
out to their community.  Possible activities: VBS, sports camp, back yard 
bible clubs, block party, sports tournament, free garage sale, family 
conference, bible distribution and prayer walk.   
 
For information on churches you could partner with contact the River 
Ministry Office at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or 
texasbaptist.org/riverministry 
 
 
What are some other things your church can do to encourage a church on 
the border? 
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Medical/Hygiene Kits 
 

Hygiene kits are a great way to support the Medical/Dental and Prison 
Ministries on the border.  Many of the health clinics provide orientation for 
proper hygiene and dental care but the families do not have the funds to buy 
bath soap, toothpaste and other hygiene products.  Unlike the prisons in the 
US, the prisoners in Mexico are not provided with hygiene products.  These 
hygiene kits can truly open doors to share the gospel.  
  
CHILDREN’S Kit 
4oz shampoo/conditioner bottle 
2.75oz toothpaste 
comb 
toothbrush 
4 lollipops 
2 laffy taffy 
crayon box 
coloring book 
bar of soap 
2oz body lotion bottle 
1.5 oz roll on antiperspirant 
deodorant 
a card 

WOMEN’S Kit 
2 pads 
2 tampons 
brush 
2oz body lotion bottle 
1.5oz roll on deodorant 
4oz shampoo/conditioner bottle 
2.75oz toothpaste tube 
a bar of soap 
2 hand sanitizing wipe 
toothbrush 
a card (personal note of 
encouragement) 

 
The men’s kits are the same as the ladies.  You just substituted a disposable 
razor for the feminine products and a comb for the brush.   
 
The card would be a small note of encouragement.  Many churches also put 
in a gospel tract.  For the children you can also substitute school supplies for 
the coloring book or candy.  The kits do not have to have everything that is 
on the list but you get the general idea of what is needed.  
 
For information on how to package and ship kits please contact the River 
Ministry Office at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or 
texasbaptists.org/riverministry 
 
These hygiene kits can truly open doors to share the gospel. What group or 
groups in your church could take this on as a mission project?   
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Organic Starter Kit 
 

Organic Churches are churches that do not meet in a “church building to 
worship”.  They can meet in homes, garages, parks, under a tree.  They 
gather in these places to worship, fellowship, disciple, evangelize, and do 
ministry just like traditional churches.  To help these churches get started you 
can provide them with an “Organic Church Starter Kit”.  The kit includes (2) 
six foot tables, (24) folding chairs, (2) 10 x10 foot canopies and a small sound 
system.  The cost for this kit is $1,000.  All these items can be ordered 
through Wal-Mart.  Wal-Mart will deliver the items free of charge to a Wal-
Mart in the area where the Organic Church will be located.   
 
Contact the Organic Church director at Texas Baptists to start an Organic 
Church, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/organicchurch. 
 
How can an Organic church help transform a community? 
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BOUNCE and Urban BOUNCE 
 

BOUNCE is a pre-packaged mission experience that provides student 
ministries the opportunity to impact affected areas by being the hands and 
feet of Christ. This new student ministry platform offers students the 
opportunity to assist communities in their efforts to BOUNCE back from 
devastation after disaster has struck. In addition to disaster recovery projects, 
a BOUNCE mission features times of worship and reflection designed to 
help participants encounter and respond to God.   
 
Urban BOUNCE is an opportunity to assist inner city areas in the BOUNCE 
back process through home rehabilitation projects. 
 
To learn how your youth group can be involved, BOUNCE at (888) 244-
9400 or texasbaptists.org/bounce 
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VBS Kits/Donate Old VBS Materials 
 

Many churches on the border are capable of organizing their own VBS but 
they do not have the funds to buy the VBS material.  There are two ways you 
can help.  
 
1st) You can donate your old VBS Material.  Once you use your VBS material 
you can collect it and donate it to a border church or to a local church in 
your area that may have this need.   
 
2nd)  You can proved the Church with a VBS Kit.  The kit will contain new 
VBS and craft material for 75 children.   
 
This simple donation can help a church reach its community.     
 
For information on churches you can partner with contact the River Ministry 
Office at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/riverministry 
 
What are some other things you can do encourage a church on the border? 
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WMU Projects 
 

Looking for meaningful ways to be more involved in hands-on missions?  
Here are a few ways you can easily get plugged in and make a difference.  
Visit wmu.com/ministries. Some of our current initiatives include 

 Pure Water, Pure Love is a clean water ministry.   

 Christian Women’s Job Corps® and Christian Men’s Job CorpsSM 
provide training in life skills and job readiness.   

 Project HELPSM, WMU® identifies a social and moral issue and ties 
in national projects that help lead the church to address it.  The 
current issue is PTSD.   

 WorldCraftsSM is a fair-trade ministry to help artisans receive 
sustainable income through sales of beautifully handcrafted products. 

 
For more information on all these initiatives, as well as others, contact the 
WMU office at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or wmu.com. 
 
What are some ways your church can help support and get involved with 
WMU? 
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Take Sandwiches Boxes to  
Trucking Companies 

 

Truck drivers are a huge part of what is happening in the oil field.  
Ministering to them though can be difficult since they are always on the 
move.  One way to minister is to take sandwiches, cookies, and chips into 
trucking companies, leave them there for the drivers, and put a card with 
your church contact information on it.  If you have an outreach event 
coming up soon or a specific time you open your building up to minister to 
Oil field workers then make sure that information is on the card.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Oil Field Ministry 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/oilfieldministry. 
 
 
Think through the various trucking companies in your community, even if 
you do not consider yourself in the oil field it is very possible that you have a 
trucking company near you. Write them below. 
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Outreach Event for Oil Field Families 
 at your Church 

    

Oil Field workers many times bring their families into the oil field.  These 
families are away from home, in many cases they have left friends and 
relatives behind, and we have a great opportunity to minister to them.  
Having an evening at your church, where you provide transportation can be 
one way to do that ministry.  Bring them to the church building, have games, 
an open gym if you have one, allow them to see that though they may be 
many miles from home, they are not alone.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Oil Field Ministry 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/oilfieldministry. 
 
 
What would be a few simple things your church could do to, similarly? 
Remember it does not have to be complicated, and the more often you are 
able to do it the better. 
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Bibles to Laundry Mat and Hotels 
 

Take Bibles, with response info, to laundry mats and motel lobbies. 
 
The Oil Field Christian Bible can be a powerful tool in reaching oil field 
workers for Christ. Putting Bibles out in the motels and laundry mats where 
oil field workers frequent with contact information for a person in your 
church who can be a listening ear to them can be a great way to do ministry.  
We have heard several stories from the oil field of people being saved by this 
very method. The oil field Bible is available at 
www.oilfieldchristianfellowship.com.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Oil Field Ministry 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/oilfieldministry. 
    
 
 
Think through your community and think of 4 places where Bibles like this 
might be a blessing to people.   
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

  

http://www.oilfieldchristianfellowship.com/
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Cook Out in RV Parks or Man Camps 
 
Everybody loves food! Man camps are all over oil field towns and a great way 
to minister to the people there is to have a simple cook out.  Gathering 
together with food is a great way to form relationships and meet a practical 
need. The relationships built may lead to small groups and Bible studies 
forming at the man camps.  A way to prepare your volunteers is to host 
Community Missionary training in your church.  
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Oil Field Ministry 
at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/oilfieldministry. 
 
 
List nearby RV parks or other places that cook outs can be held to reach out.  
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Encourage Your Church to Give to the 
Cooperative Program 

 

The Cooperative Program, or CP as some have shortened it, really isn’t a 
program at all. At its core it is a cooperative way of financially supporting 
missions both locally and globally. It is a way of combining resources to 
enable more missions, evangelism and ministry to those in need and those 
who have yet to hear the gospel. 
 
Working through a missions co-op allows people to pool their resources and 
talents to feed more hungry people, start more churches, fund more 
missionaries, reach more people in prisons, clothe more needy and share the 
hope of Christ with more people who so desperately need to hear it. 
 
For more information contact the Texas Baptists Treasurer office, (888) 244-
9400 or texasbaptists.org/give. 
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Establish an Endowment for Missions 
 
Allow God to continue working through you as you join the cloud of 
witnesses. Through an endowment for Texas Baptists, a gift you give today 
can provide income for missions work until Jesus comes. An endowment can 
even be left in your estate.  In fact, the Texas Baptist Missions Foundation 
has ways a gift that will provide for missions in the future can provide 
income for you now or a loved one after you are gone.  
 
For more information contact the Texas Baptists Treasurer office, (888) 244-
9400 or texasbaptists.org/give. 
  
  
Take time to pray today about an area in Kingdom work that you feel 
passionate about.  Journal about that and when you are ready, contact the 
Texas Baptist Missions Foundation to discuss establishing an endowment for 
missions. 
  



-98- 

 

Give to the P.E.P.E. Program 
  
The name of this program is PEPE (Programa de Educación Pre Escolar).  
This is a program committed to providing preschool education for children 
between the ages of 4 and 6.  Most of these children live in very poor 
communities and with limited access to education.  The purpose of the 
program is to help families and their children get a head start in education to 
develop their potential in a Christian-faith environment. For many families, 
this is their introduction to the saving gospel of Jesus Christ. There are many 
stories that children and teachers from Peru shared with us.   
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Missions at Texas 
Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/missions. 
 
 
How will this money be used?  The places where the PEPE program is being 
offered need student desks, educational materials, fans, roofs, and all kinds of 
basic student supplies. 
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Lebanon Winterization Project 
 
More than 1.5 million refugees have fled Syria to Lebanon seeking safety. As 
the winter months approach, many refugees are preparing just to survive. 
Most of them have little money and no place to live. Lebanese Baptists are 
working to winterize an office space with beds, blankets, heaters, food and 
other necessities. Texas Baptists have an opportunity to help through a 
partnership with Lebanese Baptists. With financial support, Baptist churches 
in Lebanon will provide necessities so the refugee families can prepare for 
the coming winter months and will also share the Gospel through a $20 
pictorial Arabic Bible and/or a $10 scripture summary. Below is listed the 
items that will come with each amount donated: 
 
$100 – provide a family with four blankets and one mattress and scripture 
$170 – provide a family with two blankets, one mattress, one heater stove 
and scripture 
$330 – provide a family with two blankets, one mattress, one water filter, one 
stove and fuel vouchers for one month and scripture 
$525 – provide a family with three blankets, two mattresses, one water filter, 
one stove, fuel vouchers for eight months and scripture 
$130 – provide a food pack for one family for a month 
 
For additional information on how you can do this contact Texas 

Partnerships at Texas Baptists, (888) 244-9400 or texasbaptists.org/lebanon. 
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Give to MHD 
 

Understanding that missions is what believers do to reach beyond the needs 
of their congregations, to witness, and minister for the purpose of fulfilling 
the Great Commission, WMU of Texas designed the Mary Hill Davis 
Offering® to advance Texas Baptists missionary efforts to help people come 
to know Christ.  Therefore, it is the goal of WMU of Texas to strengthen and 
support Texas missions opportunities through Texas Baptists.  The offering 
makes possible missions ventures and sustains them until appropriately 
assimilated into other financial channels.  
 
Contact WMU, Women’s Mission Union, at Texas Baptists for information 
on how you can give to Mary Hill Davis, (888) 244-9400 or wmu.com. 
 


