
 

Reading Guide for Session 6: Mission 
 

(Read Hyatt and Harkavy, pp. 87-101) 
 

Hyatt and Harkavy include what they call Purpose in chapter 6, Chart the Course. 
That chapter is about creating action plans. We will come back to it later.  
 

Mission, vision, and purpose are often used interchangeably. For the purposes of 
clarity, vision is the picture of where God is taking you. Mission, or purpose, is 
what you must do day by day to accomplish the vision. Mission and purpose 
mean the same thing. Mission and vision do not. 
 

Rather than address mission with action plans, let’s focus a bit more tightly on it 
here. 
 

My conviction is that our individual mission statements should be true for us 
wherever we are and whoever we are with. It is true when we are riding an 
elevator and when we are sitting on an airplane. It is who we are when we are at 
home and when we are at work. Rather than a purpose statement for each action 
step, let’s create one mission statement to guide us through every area of our 
lives. 
 

For the last few years, my mission statement has said, "I navigate leaders along 
their journeys of personal transformation." I say “I” because this is my mission. I 
navigate. A navigator doesn’t own the boat, he doesn’t own the cargo, and he 
isn’t in charge of the crew. He is in charge of making sure the boat is on the 
correct course to arrive where it is going.  
 

I navigate leaders. Some people might object by saying, “I’m not a leader.” False. 
Everyone leads someone beginning with himself or herself. Our first leadership is 
self-leadership. We cannot lead others with integrity and accuracy until we lead 
ourselves in that manner first. 
 

I navigate leaders along their journeys. I have my journey and you have yours. I 
may know something about your journey that would prove helpful to you. I and 
others can assist you at different parts of your journey. 
 

I navigate leaders along their journeys of personal transformation. None of us 
want to remain as we are. All of us could stand to know more, have more, and 
enjoy more. Transformation is about becoming the you you would be if Jesus 
truly had all of you.  
 

I navigate leaders along their journeys of personal transformation. 
 



 

That’s my mission. What’s yours?  
 

Let’s work on that.  
 

What do you do best? What is your essence? Who are you when most fully 
directed by the Spirit of God? Who are you when you are most fully alive? How 
do you honor God and bless others?  
 

Your mission statement is something you will create now and refine over the rest 
of your life. Be sure to begin it by saying “I.” Own it. Make it personal.  
 

Find an action verb that provides clear direction. Try these to stimulate your 
thinking: 
 

 Lead 
 Guide 
 Serve 
 Ignite 
 Mobilize 

 

Consider Bible verses that are meaningful to you. How do they inform your sense 
of mission? 
 

What is the effect of your life? What positive contribution do you make in the lives 
of those you serve and those you lead? Where do you experience joy? 


